
Select The Correct Text In The Passage.
In This Excerpt From "Dover Beach" By
Matthew Arnold, Which Two
Select The Correct Text In The Passage. In This Excerpt From "Dover Beach" By
Matthew Arnold, Which Two

Understanding literary excerpts and analyzing them carefully is a fundamental skill for
students and literature enthusiasts alike. One common exercise involves selecting the
correct portions of a passage that align with the themes, tone, or message conveyed by the
author. In particular, Matthew Arnold’s poem "Dover Beach" is frequently used in
examinations and classroom discussions to test comprehension and interpretative skills.
This article aims to guide you through the process of selecting the correct text in the
excerpt from "Dover Beach" by Matthew Arnold, focusing on identifying the two key lines
or phrases that encapsulate the poem’s core themes.

---

Introduction to "Dover Beach" and Its
Significance

"Dover Beach" is a renowned Victorian poem penned by Matthew Arnold in the 19th
century. It reflects Arnold’s contemplations on the shifting nature of faith, certainty, and
the human condition amidst a rapidly changing world. The poem is set against the
backdrop of the English coast at Dover, and its imagery evokes both beauty and
melancholy, capturing the tension between doubt and belief.

Key themes of "Dover Beach":

- The loss of religious faith and certainty in modern times.
- The transient nature of happiness and human life.
- The contrast between the calm surface of the sea and the underlying turmoil.
- The call for love and human connection as a refuge amid chaos.

Understanding these themes is crucial when selecting the correct text within the passage,
as the lines chosen should reflect these central ideas.

---

Overview of the Excerpt and Its Context

The excerpt from "Dover Beach" typically features several lines that describe the scene



and the poet’s reflections. The relevant passage often includes lines such as:

> "The sea is calm tonight,
> The tide is full, the moon lies fair
> Upon the straits; on the French coast the light
> Gleams and is gone; the cliffs of England stand,
> Glimmering and vast, out in the tranquil bay."

Followed by the more philosophical and contemplative lines:

> "Ah, love, let us be true
> To one another! for the world, which seems
> To lie before us like a land of dreams,
> So various, so beautiful, so new,
> Hath really neither joy, nor love, nor light,
> Nor certitude, nor peace, nor help for pain."

This excerpt vividly juxtaposes the serene imagery of the sea and landscape with a deeper,
more somber reflection on human existence and the loss of faith.

---

How to Approach the Selection Process

When tasked with selecting the correct text from an excerpt, especially in exam settings,
consider the following steps:

1. Read the Entire Passage Carefully
- Pay attention to the imagery, tone, and message conveyed.
- Identify key words or phrases that stand out and relate to the themes.

2. Understand the Central Themes
- Recognize the overarching ideas, such as the transient nature of happiness, the decline
of faith, or the importance of love.
- Lines that reinforce or encapsulate these themes are likely the correct choices.

3. Analyze the Context of Each Line
- Determine whether the line contributes to the mood, setting, or philosophical reflection.
- Avoid selections that are purely descriptive without thematic significance or that deviate
from the main message.



4. Look for Contrasts or Emphasized Ideas
- Arnold often uses contrast, such as the calm sea versus the troubled human soul.
- Select lines that highlight such contrasts to reflect the depth of the poem.

---

Identifying the Two Correct Lines or Phrases

In the typical question, you are asked to choose two lines that best represent the core
message or theme of "Dover Beach." Based on the poem’s content and critical analysis, the
two lines most frequently recognized as central are:

"The sea is calm tonight,"1.

"Ah, love, let us be true / To one another! for the world, which seems / To lie before2.
us like a land of dreams..."

Why these two lines?

- "The sea is calm tonight," sets the tranquil scene, symbolizing peace and stability that,
however, masks underlying uncertainty.
- "Ah, love, let us be true..." captures the call for genuine human connection as a refuge
amidst the loss of faith and certainty.

These lines encapsulate the contrast between external serenity and internal despair,
emphasizing the poem’s overarching message about the importance of love and truth in a
fragile world.

---

Deeper Analysis of the Selected Lines

"The sea is calm tonight,"
- Represents the surface calmness contrasted with the turbulent philosophical
undercurrents.
- Symbolizes the illusion of stability in life, which is ultimately fleeting.
- Sets a peaceful tone that is disrupted by the subsequent reflection.



"Ah, love, let us be true / To one another!..."
- Acts as a plea and a moral anchor amid existential doubts.
- Emphasizes human love as a sanctuary and a source of meaning.
- Reflects Arnold’s belief that personal relationships provide solace in uncertain times.

---

Implications for Readers and Students

Understanding which lines to select in such exercises enhances comprehension and
appreciation of the poem’s depth. Here are some practical tips:

- Focus on lines that directly relate to the main themes.
- Recognize poetic devices that underline the message, such as contrast, imagery, and
tone.
- Consider how each line contributes to the overall mood and philosophical reflection.

---

Summary and Final Tips

To effectively select the two correct texts in the passage from "Dover Beach," remember:

- The lines should reflect the core themes of loss of faith, transient happiness, and the
importance of love.
- The selected phrases often contrast the tranquil surface with underlying chaos.
- Focus on lines that encapsulate the poem’s philosophical message and emotional tone.

Final Tips:

- Practice reading the poem multiple times to internalize its themes.
- Develop an understanding of the symbolism behind key lines.
- When faced with multiple choices, eliminate options that are purely descriptive or
unrelated to the main themes.

---

Conclusion

In conclusion, selecting the correct text in an excerpt from "Dover Beach" involves careful
reading, thematic understanding, and analytical thinking. The two lines most
representative of Arnold’s message are those that depict the tranquil sea and the plea for
fidelity in love — symbols of stability and human connection in a world that feels



increasingly uncertain. Mastering this skill not only aids in exams but also deepens your
appreciation of poetic works and their enduring relevance.

By focusing on the central themes and carefully analyzing each line’s contribution to the
poem's mood and message, readers can confidently identify the key excerpts that best
reflect Matthew Arnold’s reflections on faith, love, and human resilience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of the exercise in selecting the
correct text in the passage from 'Dover Beach' by
Matthew Arnold?
The exercise aims to identify the specific lines or phrases that accurately represent the
themes or emotions conveyed in the excerpt.

Which two themes are most prominent in the excerpt
from 'Dover Beach' that students need to recognize?
The two prominent themes are the loss of faith and the illusion of stability in human life.

How does understanding the context of 'Dover Beach'
help in selecting the correct text?
Understanding the context helps to identify the lines that reflect Arnold’s reflections on
changing beliefs and the mood of uncertainty in the poem.

What skills are being developed through this activity of
selecting the correct text from the passage?
Critical reading, comprehension, and the ability to interpret literary themes and imagery
are being developed.

Why is it important to choose the correct text excerpt in
analyzing 'Dover Beach'?
Choosing the correct text ensures an accurate understanding of the poem’s message and
enhances appreciation of Arnold’s poetic techniques.

What should students look for when selecting the
correct passage from 'Dover Beach'?
Students should look for lines that best express the poem’s mood, themes, and Arnold’s
philosophical reflections.



How can this exercise help students appreciate the
literary style of Matthew Arnold?
By identifying the correct text, students can better analyze Arnold’s use of imagery, tone,
and diction, deepening their appreciation of his poetic style.

Additional Resources
Select The Correct Text In The Passage: An In-Depth Analysis of "Dover Beach" by
Matthew Arnold

---

Introduction: The Art of Text Selection in Literary
Analysis

In the realm of literature, understanding and interpreting poetic passages require a
nuanced approach. One of the critical skills students and scholars develop is the ability to
select the correct text—that is, identifying the lines or phrases that best exemplify a
poem’s themes, tone, and deeper meanings. This skill is especially vital when analyzing
complex works like Matthew Arnold’s "Dover Beach," where multiple lines contribute to
the overall message, but only specific excerpts encapsulate the core ideas.

Imagine "Dover Beach" as a beautifully crafted tapestry, with each thread contributing to
the overall picture. Picking the right threads—those lines that reveal the essence of
Arnold’s reflection on faith, doubt, and human connection—is key to understanding and
appreciating the poem fully. This article explores how to approach such an exercise,
focusing specifically on selecting the correct text from the excerpt of "Dover Beach," and
provides a detailed analysis of the two most fitting options.

---

Understanding the Context of "Dover Beach"

Before diving into the selection process, it’s essential to grasp the historical and thematic
context of Arnold’s poem.

Historical Background
Written in 1851 during the Victorian era—a period marked by scientific advancements,
religious questioning, and societal changes—"Dover Beach" reflects the tension between
faith and doubt. Arnold was concerned about the decline of religious certainty and the rise
of secularism, which he saw as impacting human relationships and societal stability.



Thematic Overview
The poem explores themes such as:
- The shifting nature of belief and faith
- The loss of certainty in human life
- The contrast between the natural world and human turmoil
- The longing for enduring love and companionship amid chaos

Understanding these themes helps in selecting the text that best captures Arnold’s
message.

---

Key Lines and Their Significance

Within the excerpt, several lines stand out for their thematic importance. Here, we analyze
some prominent options, highlighting their contributions to the poem’s core ideas.

Line 1: "The Sea of Faith was once, too, at the full, and
round earth’s shore"
- Significance: This line symbolizes a time when religious faith was abundant and all-
encompassing. It sets a nostalgic tone, indicating a loss or decline of spiritual certainty.

Line 2: "The Sea of Faith was once, too, at the full"
- Significance: Similar to the first, emphasizing the fullness and ubiquity of faith in the
past, highlighting the contrast with the present.

Line 3: "And we are here as on a darkling plain"
- Significance: This metaphor portrays the current human condition—confused, uncertain,
and navigating without clear guidance.

Line 4: "Ah, love, let us be true to one another"
- Significance: Represents the personal response to societal upheaval—finding solace and
stability through genuine human connection.

---



The Two Most Appropriate Texts for Selection

When tasked with selecting the most representative lines from "Dover Beach," two options
often stand out. They effectively encapsulate the poem's core themes and Arnold’s
philosophical outlook.

Option A: "The Sea of Faith was once, too, at the full, and round earth’s shore"
Option B: "And we are here as on a darkling plain"

Let’s analyze each in detail.

Option A: "The Sea of Faith was once, too, at the full,
and round earth’s shore"

Analysis:
- This line reflects nostalgia for a past era when faith was universal and unchallenged.
- It employs the metaphor of the "Sea of Faith" to symbolize religious certainty.
- The phrase "at the full" emphasizes the completeness of that faith.
- The line sets a tone of loss, underpinning the idea that faith has receded, leaving humans
in a state of doubt.

Why it’s significant:
- It captures the poem’s exploration of the decline of religious belief.
- It contextualizes the contemporary sense of spiritual dislocation.
- It evokes a shared cultural memory of faith’s prominence, making it a powerful reflection
of societal change.

---

Option B: "And we are here as on a darkling plain"

Analysis:
- This metaphor vividly depicts the current human condition—uncertain, vulnerable, and
without clear direction.
- The phrase "darkling plain" suggests a bleak, open landscape shrouded in darkness.
- It emphasizes the sense of existential confusion and the absence of spiritual or moral
guidance.

Why it’s significant:
- It encapsulates Arnold’s view of the present as a time of darkness and uncertainty.
- The metaphor appeals emotionally, evoking a visceral sense of disorientation.
- It aligns with the poem’s tone of melancholy and reflection on human fragility.

---



Expert Recommendation: Which Two Texts to
Select?

Based on the thematic depth and contribution to the overall message, the two lines that
most effectively represent Arnold’s "Dover Beach" are:

- "The Sea of Faith was once, too, at the full, and round earth’s shore"
- "And we are here as on a darkling plain"

These selections together illustrate the central tension in the poem—the decline of faith
and the resulting existential uncertainty.

Why these two?
They complement each other by contrasting the past and present:
- The first line nostalgically recalls a time of spiritual certainty.
- The second line portrays the current state of disorientation.

This pairing captures Arnold’s meditation on societal change and personal resilience amid
upheaval.

---

Additional Considerations for Text Selection

While the above two lines are highly appropriate, it’s worth noting other factors that
influence effective selection:

- Relevance to Central Themes: The chosen lines should reflect the core messages—faith,
doubt, human connection.
- Literary Devices: Metaphors, imagery, and tone add depth; lines rich in these devices are
often more impactful.
- Contextual Clarity: Selected lines should stand independently yet connect meaningfully
to the broader poem.

---

Conclusion: Mastering the Art of Text Selection

Selecting the correct text in a poetic passage like "Dover Beach" demands a careful
balance of thematic understanding, literary analysis, and interpretative insight. The two
lines identified—depicting the decline of faith and the current human condition—are
exemplary choices that encapsulate Arnold’s philosophical meditation.

By honing this skill, students and readers can deepen their appreciation of poetry’s
nuances, uncovering layers of meaning that enrich their understanding. Remember, the



goal isn’t just to pick lines that sound good but to select those that best embody the
poem’s essence—creating a window into the poet’s mind and the human experience he so
poignantly captures.

---

In sum, when faced with the task of selecting the correct text from "Dover Beach," focus
on lines that reflect the major themes of faith, doubt, and human resilience. The
pair—"The Sea of Faith was once, too, at the full, and round earth’s shore" and "And we
are here as on a darkling plain"—stand out as quintessential representations of Arnold’s
reflective and somber tone, making them the optimal choices for a comprehensive
understanding of this classic poem.

Select The Correct Text In The Passage In This Excerpt From
Dover Beach By Matthew Arnold Which Two

Select The Correct Text In The Passage In This Excerpt From Dover Beach By Matthew Arnold
Which Two

Related Articles
Their Joint Supervisor Now Wants The Total Number Of IP Cases Worked On By Yasmin And
Zoha To Equal The
VJessica Deposited $3,500 Into A Retirement Account. Jessica Earned 3. 5% Annual Simple
Interest On The
What Is An Equation Of The Line That Passes Through The Point (4,3) And Is Parallel To The
Line 2x2y=2?

Back to Home

https://sip.evo9x.com/ma32/select-the-correct-text-in-the-passage-in-this-excerpt-from-dover-beach-by-matthew-arnold-which-two.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma32/select-the-correct-text-in-the-passage-in-this-excerpt-from-dover-beach-by-matthew-arnold-which-two.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma32/their-joint-supervisor-now-wants-the-total-number-of-ip-cases-worked-on-by-yasmin-and-zoha-to-equal-the.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma32/their-joint-supervisor-now-wants-the-total-number-of-ip-cases-worked-on-by-yasmin-and-zoha-to-equal-the.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma32/vjessica-deposited-3-500-into-a-retirement-account-jessica-earned-3-5-annual-simple-interest-on-the.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma32/vjessica-deposited-3-500-into-a-retirement-account-jessica-earned-3-5-annual-simple-interest-on-the.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma32/what-is-an-equation-of-the-line-that-passes-through-the-point-4-3-and-is-parallel-to-the-line-2x2y-2.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma32/what-is-an-equation-of-the-line-that-passes-through-the-point-4-3-and-is-parallel-to-the-line-2x2y-2.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com

