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Understanding how to identify supporting details within a passage is a fundamental skill in
reading comprehension and critical analysis. When analyzing a specific paragraph, such as
paragraph 16 in a given text, it becomes essential to determine which detail most
convincingly backs up the main claim or thesis presented earlier. This article will explore
the importance of supporting details, methods to identify them, and how to select the most
compelling piece of evidence from paragraph 16 that strengthens the overall argument.

Understanding Supporting Details in a Passage

What Are Supporting Details?

Supporting details are pieces of information, facts, examples, or explanations that
reinforce, develop, or validate the main idea or claim of a paragraph or passage. They help
the reader understand the significance of the main idea by providing evidence or
elaboration.

Key characteristics of supporting details include:

- They directly relate to the main idea.
- They provide evidence or examples.
- They clarify or expand on the central point.
- They help persuade or inform the reader.

The Role of Supporting Details in Argumentation

Supporting details are crucial in building a convincing argument or narrative. They serve to:

- Establish credibility.
- Provide proof for claims.
- Address potential counterarguments.
- Enhance reader understanding and engagement.

Without adequate supporting details, the main claim may seem unsubstantiated or weak,
reducing the overall effectiveness of the passage.



Techniques to Identify Supporting Details

1. Look for Signal Words and Phrases

Authors often use specific words or phrases that signal supporting information, such as:

- For example
- For instance
- Because
- Since
- According to
- In addition
- Furthermore

Recognizing these can guide you to the details that bolster the main idea.

2. Distinguish Between Main Ideas and Examples

Main ideas are often summarized or introduced at the beginning of a paragraph, while
supporting details delve into specifics, elaborations, or evidence.

3. Examine Paragraph 16 Contextually

Since paragraph 16 is part of a larger passage, it’s vital to understand its role: Is it
introducing a new point, providing evidence, or concluding an argument? Context clues can
help determine which details are most supportive.

Analyzing Paragraph 16: Identifying the Most
Supportive Detail

Step 1: Understand the Main Claim

Before selecting the supporting detail, clarify what claim or main idea paragraph 16 is
trying to reinforce. Common types of claims include:

- A cause-and-effect relationship
- A counterargument rebuttal
- An explanation of a phenomenon
- A presentation of a solution or benefit



Step 2: Read Carefully for Evidence

Identify all details within paragraph 16 that contribute to supporting the main claim.
Highlight or note statements that provide data, examples, or explanations.

Step 3: Evaluate the Strength of Each Detail

Determine which detail offers the most compelling support. Consider:

- How directly it aligns with the main claim.
- The credibility or relevance of the evidence.
- The specificity and clarity of the detail.

Step 4: Select the Most Convincing Detail

Choose the detail that most effectively validates the main idea, often the one that provides
concrete evidence or a persuasive example.

Example Analysis: Hypothetical Passage Context

Suppose paragraph 16 discusses the importance of renewable energy, with a main claim
that "Investing in solar power significantly reduces carbon emissions." Within this
paragraph, supporting details might include:

- Statistical data showing emission reductions.
- A case study of a city that adopted solar energy.
- Expert testimony on solar power effectiveness.
- Cost analyses demonstrating long-term savings.

Most Strongly Supporting Detail:

"According to a 2022 study, cities that transitioned to solar energy saw an average
reduction of 30% in their carbon emissions within five years."

This detail directly quantifies the impact of solar energy adoption, providing concrete
evidence that supports the claim. It is specific, data-driven, and relevant, making it the
most persuasive support among other details.

Common Pitfalls When Selecting Supporting
Details



While analyzing paragraph 16, or any passage, be aware of common mistakes:

- Choosing details that are tangential or only loosely related.
- Selecting overly general statements that lack specificity.
- Ignoring evidence that is less convincing or less relevant.
- Overlooking details that, although interesting, do not directly support the main claim.

Summary: How to Determine the Most Supportive
Detail From Paragraph 16

To summarize, selecting the most supportive detail involves:

1. Clarifying the main claim or purpose of paragraph 16.
2. Carefully reading and identifying all supporting pieces of evidence.
3. Evaluating each detail’s relevance, credibility, and strength.
4. Choosing the detail that provides the clearest, most direct, and convincing support to the
main claim.

This process enhances comprehension, critical thinking, and the ability to effectively
analyze texts—skills valuable across academic and professional contexts.

Final Tips for Effective Analysis

- Practice active reading: annotate the passage as you go.
- Look for patterns: repeated ideas or themes often highlight supporting details.
- Cross-reference with the overall passage: how does paragraph 16 fit into the larger
argument?
- Develop a habit of questioning: "Does this detail prove or explain the main point?"

By mastering these strategies, readers can confidently identify which detail from paragraph
16 most strongly supports the claim, leading to better comprehension and analytical skills.

---

In conclusion, understanding how to select the most supporting detail from a specific
paragraph involves a combination of comprehension, critical evaluation, and contextual
analysis. Whether in academic tests, essays, or everyday reading, honing this skill enables
effective interpretation and articulation of complex ideas.

Frequently Asked Questions



How can I identify the detail that most strongly
supports the claim in paragraph 16?
Look for specific evidence or facts in paragraph 16 that directly reinforce or validate the
main argument or claim made earlier in the passage.

What strategies help in selecting the correct text that
supports the claim from paragraph 16?
Focus on details that are explicitly linked to the claim, such as data, examples, or
statements that clarify or emphasize the main point being made.

Why is it important to choose the strongest supporting
detail from paragraph 16?
Selecting the most compelling detail ensures that your answer accurately reflects the most
convincing evidence that backs up the claim, strengthening your understanding and
response.

Can you give an example of a detail from paragraph 16
that might support a claim?
For example, if the claim is about the effectiveness of a new policy, a supporting detail from
paragraph 16 might be statistical data showing improved outcomes since its
implementation.

What common mistake should I avoid when selecting
the supporting detail from paragraph 16?
Avoid choosing details that are only tangentially related or that do not directly address or
reinforce the main claim; instead, focus on specific, relevant evidence.

Additional Resources
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Understanding how to analyze a passage effectively is a crucial skill in many academic and
professional settings. One common task involves identifying the specific detail within a
paragraph that best supports a given claim. This process requires careful reading, critical
thinking, and an understanding of how evidence functions within a text. In this article, we
will explore the importance of this skill, examine the strategies for identifying supporting
details, and apply these principles to a hypothetical passage—specifically focusing on
Paragraph 16—to determine which detail most strongly underpins the claim presented
there.



---

The Significance of Supporting Details in Textual
Analysis

Before delving into the specifics of Paragraph 16, it's essential to understand why
supporting details are fundamental in constructing and validating claims within a passage.
Supporting details serve several key functions:

- Providing Evidence: They substantiate the main idea or claim, making arguments more
credible and persuasive.
- Clarifying Meaning: Supporting details can elucidate complex ideas, making them more
accessible to readers.
- Enhancing Coherence: They help connect different parts of a text, creating a logical flow
that guides the reader smoothly from claim to evidence.
- Persuading the Reader: Well-chosen details can appeal to logic and emotion, influencing
the reader's perception of the argument.

In academic contexts, identifying the strongest supporting detail is often crucial to
answering questions that ask, "Which detail most strongly supports the claim?" Doing so
requires not just locating evidence but also evaluating its relevance and strength.

---

Strategies for Identifying the Supporting Detail in
Paragraph 16

When tasked with selecting the most compelling detail from a specific paragraph, several
strategies can enhance accuracy:

1. Understand the Claim

Begin by clearly identifying the claim or main idea that Paragraph 16 is attempting to
support. The claim is usually a statement or conclusion that the paragraph aims to justify
through evidence.

2. Read Carefully and Annotate

- Highlight or underline key sentences.
- Note any statements that explicitly link evidence to the claim.
- Look for signal words such as "because," "for example," "this shows," or "therefore," which
often introduce supporting details.

3. Evaluate Evidence Relevance



Not all details carry equal weight. To determine which supports the claim most strongly:
- Assess whether the detail directly relates to the claim.
- Consider the specificity of the detail—more specific evidence tends to be more
compelling.
- Determine if the detail addresses the core aspect of the claim or merely tangentially
relates.

4. Consider the Impact of the Detail

Ask yourself:
- Does this detail convincingly bolster the claim?
- Is it a piece of evidence that would persuade an informed reader?
- Does it provide concrete proof rather than vague generalizations?

5. Cross-Reference with Other Details

Compare potential supporting details within the paragraph:
- Which detail provides the clearest, most direct support?
- Is there a detail that encapsulates or summarizes the main point more effectively?

---

Applying These Strategies to Paragraph 16

Let’s consider an example scenario for Paragraph 16. Suppose the paragraph discusses the
impact of urban green spaces on mental health. The claim might be: "Urban green spaces
significantly improve residents' mental well-being." The paragraph might include multiple
details, such as:

- A study showing reduced stress levels among park visitors.
- Statistics indicating increased community cohesion in neighborhoods with parks.
- Personal anecdotes from residents describing improved mood.
- Data comparing mental health indicators before and after park development projects.
- Expert opinions emphasizing the importance of natural environments in urban settings.

To identify which detail most strongly supports the claim, we would:

- Focus on evidence that directly links green spaces to mental health outcomes.
- Prioritize quantitative data or studies over anecdotal evidence, as they tend to be more
persuasive.
- Look for details that demonstrate causality or strong correlation rather than mere
association.

---



Determining the Most Supportive Detail: A
Methodical Approach

Given the above, the process involves:

1. Isolate the Claim: Confirm the exact statement the paragraph aims to support.
2. Identify All Evidence: List all details presented that could support the claim.
3. Evaluate Each Detail: Using criteria such as relevance, specificity, and strength.
4. Select the Strongest Support: Choose the detail that most convincingly validates the
claim.

In our hypothetical example, if the study showing reduced stress levels has rigorous
methodology and clear results, it is likely the strongest supporting detail. Personal
anecdotes, while compelling emotionally, are less generalizable and less persuasive in
supporting a broad claim.

---

Common Challenges in Selecting the Correct
Detail

While the process may seem straightforward, several challenges can complicate the task:

- Vague or Ambiguous Language: Sometimes, the passage may contain vague statements
that make it difficult to assess relevance.
- Multiple Supporting Details of Equal Strength: Multiple pieces of evidence might seem
equally compelling, requiring careful judgment.
- Distracting Details: Some details may be interesting but not directly related to the claim.
- Complex Language or Dense Text: Complex sentence structures can obscure the core
evidence.

To overcome these challenges:
- Re-read the paragraph to clarify meaning.
- Focus on the sentence that explicitly connects evidence to the claim.
- Discard extraneous information that does not directly support the main idea.

---

Conclusion: The Critical Skill of Evaluating
Supporting Evidence

Identifying the detail from Paragraph 16 that most strongly supports a claim is a nuanced
process that hinges on careful reading, critical evaluation, and an understanding of how
evidence functions within a text. By systematically applying strategies—such as



understanding the claim, assessing relevance, and comparing evidence—readers can
accurately determine which detail provides the most compelling support.

This skill extends beyond academic exercises; it is vital in evaluating news articles,
research reports, and persuasive writing across disciplines. Mastery of this analytical
approach enhances critical thinking, enables more effective communication, and fosters a
deeper appreciation for well-constructed arguments. Whether analyzing a single paragraph
or constructing a persuasive essay, the ability to select and evaluate supporting details
remains a cornerstone of effective literacy and reasoning.

---

In summary, when faced with the question, "Which detail from Paragraph 16 most strongly
supports the claim," employ a methodical approach: identify the claim, scrutinize each
piece of evidence for relevance and strength, and select the detail that most convincingly
substantiates the main idea. Developing this skill is essential for academic success and for
becoming a discerning consumer of information in everyday life.

Select The Correct Text In The Passage Which Detail From
Paragraph 16 Most Strongly Supports The Claim

Select The Correct Text In The Passage Which Detail From Paragraph 16 Most Strongly Supports
The Claim

Related Articles
The Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act Of 2002 (McCain-Feingold) Did Which Of The Following?
*a) It Created
This Question Is About Course ( Probability ).02 The Town Council Are Thinking Of Fitting An
Electronic
The Failure To Record A Purchase Of Merchandise On Account, Even Though The Goods Are
Properly Included

Back to Home

https://sip.evo9x.com/ma32/select-the-correct-text-in-the-passage-which-detail-from-paragraph-16-most-strongly-supports-the-claim.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma32/select-the-correct-text-in-the-passage-which-detail-from-paragraph-16-most-strongly-supports-the-claim.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma32/the-bipartisan-campaign-reform-act-of-2002-mccain-feingold-did-which-of-the-following-a-it-created.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma32/the-bipartisan-campaign-reform-act-of-2002-mccain-feingold-did-which-of-the-following-a-it-created.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma32/this-question-is-about-course-probability-02-the-town-council-are-thinking-of-fitting-an-electronic.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma32/this-question-is-about-course-probability-02-the-town-council-are-thinking-of-fitting-an-electronic.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma32/the-failure-to-record-a-purchase-of-merchandise-on-account-even-though-the-goods-are-properly-included.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma32/the-failure-to-record-a-purchase-of-merchandise-on-account-even-though-the-goods-are-properly-included.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com

