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Understanding Edgar Allan Poe's mastery in creating vivid imagery and
musicality in his poetry is essential for appreciating his work. Among his
many poetic compositions, "The Bells" stands out as a prime example of his
ability to evoke sound, emotion, and atmosphere through carefully crafted
lines. The excerpt from "The Bells" showcases Poe's use of repetitive sounds,
rhythmic structure, and vivid imagery to immerse readers in the auditory
experience of bells ringing in different contexts.

This article aims to analyze the excerpt from Poe’s "The Bells," focusing on
identifying which two lines utilize specific poetic devices effectively. By
doing so, we can deepen our understanding of Poe’s stylistic choices and the
techniques that contribute to the poem’s enduring power.

---

Introduction to Edgar Allan Poe’s "The Bells"

Edgar Allan Poe, an influential American writer and poet, is renowned for his
dark romanticism, exploration of the human psyche, and mastery of musicality
in poetry. "The Bells," published in 1849, exemplifies Poe’s fascination with
sound and its emotional impact. The poem describes the various sounds of
bells, from the joyful chimes of wedding bells to the ominous tolls of
funeral bells, creating a sensory-rich experience for the reader.

Poe’s use of repetition, onomatopoeia, and rhythmic variation emphasizes the
different moods associated with each type of bell. The poem’s structure and
sound devices work harmoniously to evoke feelings of joy, dread, and despair,
making "The Bells" a quintessential example of Poe’s poetic prowess.

---

Understanding Poetic Devices in "The Bells"

To select the correct lines from the excerpt, it is crucial to understand the



key poetic devices Poe employs:

Repetition
Repetition reinforces the mood and rhythm. Poe often repeats words or phrases
to mimic the sound of bells and to evoke emotional responses.

Onomatopoeia
This device imitates natural sounds, enhancing the auditory imagery. Words
like "tinkle," "clang," or "roar" imitate the actual sounds of bells.

Rhythm and Meter
Poe varies the pace of the poem to suit the mood, using different meters to
evoke excitement, eeriness, or solemnity.

Imagery
Vivid descriptions paint pictures in the reader’s mind, heightening the
sensory experience of the poem.

---

Analyzing the Excerpt: Which Two Lines Use
These Devices?

The excerpt from Poe’s "The Bells" is rich with poetic devices. When asked to
identify which two lines utilize specific techniques, the focus is on lines
that exemplify Poe’s mastery of sound and imagery.

The Excerpt in Question

“Hear the sledges with the bells—
Silver bells!
What a world of merriment their melody foretells!
How they tinkle, tinkle, tinkle,
In the icy air of night!
While the stars, the stars, the stars,
Shine brightly in the sky.”

Key Lines for Analysis

Let’s examine the lines to identify which two lines best demonstrate Poe’s
use of poetic devices such as onomatopoeia and vivid imagery.



---

Line 1: "Hear the sledges with the bells—"

- Poetic Devices: This line introduces the sound of bells associated with
sledges, evoking a sense of winter and movement.
- Analysis: It prompts the reader to listen, engaging auditory imagery. While
it sets the scene, it primarily serves as an invitation rather than a device-
rich line.

---

Line 2: "Silver bells!"

- Poetic Devices: The phrase uses the adjective "Silver" to create visual
imagery and perhaps a tone of elegance or purity.
- Analysis: It emphasizes the brightness and clarity of the bells but is more
descriptive than device-rich.

---

Line 3: "What a world of merriment their melody
foretells!"

- Poetic Devices: Uses personification ("merriment their melody foretells")
and emphasizes the joyful sound.
- Analysis: This line captures the mood but relies more on mood-setting than
on specific sound devices.

---

Line 4: "How they tinkle, tinkle, tinkle,"

- Poetic Devices: Onomatopoeia is prominent here; "tinkle" imitates the
light, delicate sound of small bells.
- Analysis: This line vividly evokes the sound of the bells, engaging
auditory imagery and emphasizing Poe’s use of repetition.

---



Line 5: "In the icy air of night!"

- Poetic Devices: Vivid imagery describing the setting—cold and night.
- Analysis: Enhances the sensory experience but is primarily descriptive.

---

Line 6: "While the stars, the stars, the stars,"

- Poetic Devices: Repetition of "the stars" creates a rhythmic effect,
emphasizing the night sky.
- Analysis: Adds to the musicality and imagery but less directly related to
the sound of bells.

---

Identifying the Two Key Lines Using Poetic
Devices

Based on the analysis, the lines that stand out for their effective use of
poetic devices—particularly onomatopoeia and vivid imagery—are:

- Line 4: "How they tinkle, tinkle, tinkle,"
- Line 6: "While the stars, the stars, the stars,"

Reasoning:

1. Line 4 ("How they tinkle, tinkle, tinkle,") employs onomatopoeia and
repetition, vividly capturing the delicate sound of bells. The repeated
"tinkle" mimics the actual sound, immersing the reader in the auditory
experience.

2. Line 6 ("While the stars, the stars, the stars,") uses repetition to
create a rhythmic, musical quality, reminiscent of Poe’s emphasis on sound
and rhythm. It also adds visual imagery of a starry night, complementing the
sound imagery of the bells.

---

Why These Lines Are Significant in Poe’s "The
Bells"

The Use of Onomatopoeia in Line 4



Poe’s choice of "tinkle" is deliberate to evoke the light, delicate sound of
small bells. The repetition mimics the actual ringing pattern, creating a
musical effect that enhances the reader’s sensory experience. It exemplifies
Poe’s skill in using onomatopoeia to make the sound tangible, reinforcing the
joyful, lively mood associated with the sleigh bells.

The Rhythmic Repetition in Line 6

Repeating "the stars" emphasizes the vastness and serenity of the night sky.
The rhythmic pattern echoes the musicality of the poem, tying the visual
imagery to the auditory theme. Poe often employs such repetition to establish
a lilting, song-like quality, which is central to the poem's structure.

---

The Artistic Impact of These Lines

The combination of onomatopoeia and repetition in these lines contributes
significantly to Poe’s overarching goal: to create an immersive auditory and
visual experience. These devices serve to:

- Engage the reader’s senses directly.
- Reinforce the musical rhythm of the poem.
- Evoke specific emotions—joy, wonder, or tranquility.
- Establish a mood that shifts seamlessly between lively and contemplative.

How They Contribute to the Poem’s Mood and Atmosphere:

- Line 4 ("tinkle, tinkle, tinkle"): Evokes lightness, joy, and playfulness,
reminiscent of children’s laughter or festive celebrations.
- Line 6 ("the stars, the stars, the stars"): Adds a tranquil, majestic
quality, emphasizing the serenity of the night and the vastness of the
universe.

---

Conclusion: The Power of Poetic Devices in
Poe’s "The Bells"

In analyzing the excerpt from Edgar Allan Poe’s "The Bells," it becomes
evident that the lines involving "tinkle, tinkle, tinkle" and "the stars, the
stars, the stars" are exemplary of Poe’s skillful use of poetic devices.
These lines effectively utilize onomatopoeia and repetition to craft a vivid
auditory and visual experience that immerses the reader in the musical world
of the bells.



By selecting these two lines, we recognize how Poe’s deliberate use of poetic
techniques enhances the poem’s mood, creates rhythmic harmony, and deepens
the sensory impact. Poe’s mastery in combining sound devices with rich
imagery makes "The Bells" a timeless piece that continues to resonate with
readers, showcasing the enduring power of poetic craftsmanship.

---

In summary, the two lines that best demonstrate Poe’s use of poetic devices
in this excerpt are:

1. "How they tinkle, tinkle, tinkle,"
2. "While the stars, the stars, the stars,"

These lines exemplify Poe’s use of onomatopoeia and repetition, which are
fundamental to the musicality and vivid imagery that define "The Bells."
Recognizing these techniques allows readers to appreciate Poe’s artistry and
the emotional depth conveyed through sound and imagery in his poetry.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main task when selecting the correct
text in the passage from Edgar Allan Poe's Bells?
The main task is to identify which two lines in the excerpt correctly use the
specific literary device or stylistic feature being referenced.

Which literary device is most likely being analyzed
in the excerpt from Poe's Bells?
The excerpt probably highlights the use of onomatopoeia or vivid imagery to
evoke the sound of bells.

How can you determine which two lines in Poe's Bells
use the targeted stylistic feature?
By examining the lines for the presence of the specific device, such as
onomatopoeic words or descriptive language that mimics the sound of bells.

Why is it important to select the correct lines from
Poe's Bells?
Choosing the correct lines helps demonstrate understanding of Poe's literary
techniques and enhances comprehension of the passage.



What should you look for to identify the lines that
use stylistic devices in Poe's Bells?
Look for lines that contain sensory language, onomatopoeia, or vivid
descriptions that capture the sound and mood of bells.

Can you identify the two lines that best exemplify
Poe's use of sound imagery in the excerpt?
Yes, the lines that contain words like 'clanging,' 'pealing,' or 'ringing'
are likely to be the ones that exemplify Poe's sound imagery.

How does Poe's use of language in Bells contribute
to the overall mood of the excerpt?
His vivid and onomatopoeic language creates a lively, eerie, or haunting
atmosphere that immerses the reader in the scene.

What are common mistakes to avoid when selecting
lines from Poe's Bells?
Avoid choosing lines that are descriptive but do not contain the specific
stylistic feature being asked about, or lines that are irrelevant to the
sound or mood.

How does understanding Poe's stylistic techniques
help in choosing the correct lines?
Understanding his techniques allows you to recognize the lines that
effectively showcase his use of sound, imagery, and mood, leading to accurate
selection.

Additional Resources
Analyzing the Use of Lines in Edgar Allan Poe's "The Bells": A Critical
Examination

In the realm of American literature, Edgar Allan Poe stands as a towering
figure whose mastery of language and poetic form continues to captivate
readers and scholars alike. Among his many works, the poem "The Bells"
exemplifies his skillful use of sound, rhythm, and imagery to evoke emotional
responses. A pivotal aspect of understanding Poe’s craftsmanship lies in the
ability to select the correct lines within the excerpt, particularly to
analyze the use of specific lines that encapsulate the poem's themes, tone,
and stylistic devices. This article offers a comprehensive, detailed
exploration of the question: "Which two lines in this excerpt from Edgar



Allan Poe's 'The Bells' uses," highlighting the importance of precise textual
analysis in appreciating Poe's artistry.

---

The Significance of Line Selection in Literary
Analysis

Understanding the Context of "The Bells"

Before diving into the line-specific analysis, it is essential to
contextualize "The Bells" within Poe's oeuvre. The poem is a vivid
onomatopoeic celebration of the different kinds of bells—silver, golden,
iron, and funeral—each representing various stages of life and emotional
states. Poe's use of sound devices, repetition, and rhythm creates an
immersive auditory experience that mirrors the physical and emotional
qualities associated with each type of bell.

In analyzing the excerpt, identifying which lines best exemplify Poe’s use of
sound, imagery, or thematic progression is key. The correct lines often serve
as focal points that encapsulate the poem's overarching mood or stylistic
devices, thus offering critical insights into Poe’s poetic technique.

Criteria for Selecting the Correct Lines

When tasked with selecting two lines from an excerpt, consider the following
criteria:

- Relevance to the central theme or tone: Lines that best convey the mood Poe
intends to evoke.
- Use of literary devices: Lines that demonstrate Poe's employment of
onomatopoeia, alliteration, assonance, or rhythm.
- Structural significance: Lines that mark shifts in tone, pace, or thematic
focus.
- Imagery and symbolism: Lines that vividly depict the sensory or emotional
landscape.

---

Dissecting the Extract: An Analytical Approach

Suppose the excerpt from Poe’s "The Bells" includes several lines, each with



distinctive features. The task is to identify the two lines that most
effectively exemplify Poe's stylistic choices and thematic expressions.

Example of an excerpt (hypothetical):

1. "Hear the loud and deepbells ringing, / In the icy air, their echoes
singing."
2. "Silver bells! What a world of merriment their melody foretells."
3. "Iron bells! How many a soldier’s knell their tolling recalls."
4. "The muffled peal of funeral bells, in mournful cadence, tolls."

In this scenario, the challenge involves selecting two lines that best
showcase Poe’s use of sound and symbolism, as well as contributions to the
poem’s mood.

---

Identifying the Two Key Lines: An In-Depth
Explanation

Line 2: "Silver bells! What a world of merriment
their melody foretells."

Why this line is significant:

- Use of Onomatopoeia and Alliteration: The phrase "Silver bells" employs
consonance with the repetition of the 's' sound, creating a shimmering,
delicate auditory effect. The word "merriment" enhances the joyful, lively
tone.
- Imagery: The line evokes images of celebration, happiness, and innocence,
aligning with the earlier descriptions of the bells' cheerful sounds.
- Thematic Contribution: It introduces the theme of joy and the festive
atmosphere associated with the "silver" bells, setting a contrasting mood to
the more somber tones of later lines.

Stylistic Devices:

- The phrase "their melody foretells" suggests a prophetic or anticipatory
quality, emphasizing how the bells symbolize not just sound but emotional or
societal states.
- The line’s rhythmic flow, with its musical cadence, exemplifies Poe's
mastery of sound patterning.

---



Line 3: "Iron bells! How many a soldier’s knell
their tolling recalls."

Why this line is significant:

- Symbolism and Mood: The "Iron bells" evoke images of war, death, and
mourning. The phrase "soldier’s knell" directly references death tolls,
deepening the poem's somber tone.
- Contrast with Joyful Bells: This line starkly contrasts with the previous,
joyful depiction of "silver bells," illustrating Poe's thematic progression
from happiness to grief.
- Sound Devices: The word "knell" contributes a resonant, mournful sound, and
the repetition of 'l' sounds in "bells," "knell," and "their tolling"
enhances the somber musicality.

Stylistic Devices:

- The line effectively employs onomatopoeia ("knell") to mimic the tolling
sound, reinforcing the sensory experience.
- Poe’s use of alliteration with "soldier’s" and "their tolling" emphasizes
the weight of the imagery.

---

Why These Two Lines Are the Correct Choices

The selection of lines 2 and 3 encapsulates the duality of Poe’s "The Bells":
the joyful, celebratory side contrasted with the somber, mournful tone. These
lines exemplify Poe's masterful use of sound devices—onomatopoeia,
alliteration, and rhythm—to evoke distinct emotional responses.

Key reasons include:

1. Thematic Representation: They embody contrasting themes—merriment versus
mourning—highlighting Poe's exploration of life's spectrum.
2. Use of Sound and Imagery: Both lines demonstrate Poe's skillful employment
of auditory imagery, which is central to the poem’s impact.
3. Structural Significance: They mark significant shifts in tone within the
excerpt, guiding the reader through the emotional journey.

---

The Broader Implications of Line Selection in



Literature

Choosing the correct lines from a passage is not merely an exercise in
textual identification but a gateway to understanding an author's intent,
stylistic nuances, and thematic depth. In Poe's "The Bells," the lines
selected serve as microcosms of his poetic technique. They reveal his ability
to manipulate sound, rhythm, and imagery to evoke complex emotional
landscapes.

Lessons in Literary Analysis:

- Focus on Literary Devices: Recognize how Poe employs specific devices to
achieve desired effects.
- Examine Context and Contrast: Understand how lines relate to each other and
how shifts in tone deepen meaning.
- Appreciate Stylistic Nuance: Recognize that Poe's mastery lies in weaving
sound and imagery seamlessly.

---

Conclusion: The Art of Selecting the Right
Lines

In analyzing Edgar Allan Poe's "The Bells," the careful selection of lines
reveals much about his poetic craftsmanship. The two lines—"Silver bells!
What a world of merriment their melody foretells." and "Iron bells! How many
a soldier’s knell their tolling recalls."—stand out as exemplary because they
vividly demonstrate Poe's use of sound devices, imagery, and thematic
contrast. These lines encapsulate the emotional breadth of the poem, from
joyful celebration to mournful remembrance, showcasing Poe's ability to evoke
visceral reactions through carefully crafted language.

This exercise underscores a fundamental principle in literary appreciation:
the power of precise textual analysis enhances our understanding of an
author's intent and stylistic mastery. Poe's "The Bells" remains a testament
to the enduring power of sound and imagery in poetry, and selecting the
correct lines is a crucial step in unlocking its full interpretive richness.

---

In sum, the two lines in Poe’s "The Bells" that most effectively utilize
poetic devices and thematic depth are those that vividly illustrate the
contrasting moods Poe masterfully portrays, making them essential focal
points in any detailed literary analysis.
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