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Select The Two Adverbs. My Sister Suzie Hardly Touched Her Dinner, But Afterward She
Complained Of Being is a sentence that highlights the importance and usage of adverbs in English
grammar. Adverbs are versatile words that modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs, offering
clarity, emphasis, and detail to sentences. In this article, we will explore the role of adverbs in this
particular sentence, identify the two adverbs present, and discuss their significance in enhancing
meaning and coherence. Understanding how to select and utilize adverbs effectively not only
improves writing skills but also enriches communication, making your narratives more precise and
expressive.

Understanding Adverbs in English Grammar

What Are Adverbs?

Adverbs are words that provide additional information about how, when, where, or to what extent an
action occurs. They often answer questions such as:

- How? (e.g., quickly, slowly)
- When? (e.g., yesterday, now)
- Where? (e.g., here, there)
- To what extent? (e.g., very, extremely)

Types of Adverbs

Adverbs can be classified into several types based on their function:

- Adverbs of Manner: Describe how an action is performed (e.g., carefully, loudly).
- Adverbs of Time: Indicate when an action happens (e.g., yesterday, soon).
- Adverbs of Place: Show where an action takes place (e.g., upstairs, outside).
- Adverbs of Degree: Express the intensity or degree (e.g., very, quite).
- Adverbs of Frequency: State how often something occurs (e.g., often, rarely).

The Significance of Adverbs in Sentences

Adverbs add depth and clarity to sentences, allowing writers and speakers to convey precise
meanings. They can:

- Modify verbs to specify how an action is performed.
- Modify adjectives to intensify or diminish qualities.
- Modify other adverbs for comparison or emphasis.

Analyzing the Sentence: "My Sister Suzie Hardly Touched Her Dinner, But Afterward She
Complained Of Being"



The sentence contains two key adverbs, each serving a specific purpose:

- Hardly
- Afterward

Identifying the Two Adverbs

1. "Hardly"

"Hardly" is an adverb of degree or frequency. It indicates that Suzie almost did not touch her dinner
or did so very minimally. Its usage suggests a low degree of interaction with the dinner, implying she
might have eaten very little or shown little interest.

2. "Afterward"

"Afterward" is an adverb of time. It signifies that an action or event occurred following a previous
event—in this case, after Suzie's minimal or no engagement with her dinner. It helps establish the
sequence of actions, providing temporal context.

The Roles of the Two Adverbs in Context

- "Hardly" modifies the verb "touched," emphasizing the extent of Suzie's interaction with her
dinner.
- "Afterward" introduces the temporal sequence, indicating what happened following her meal.

The Significance of Selecting These Two Adverbs

Choosing the right adverbs in a sentence enhances clarity, emphasizes particular aspects, and
provides a richer narrative. Let’s delve into why "hardly" and "afterward" are effective choices here.

"Hardly" as an Adverb of Degree

- Expresses minimal action: It indicates that Suzie's interaction with her dinner was almost non-
existent.
- Adds nuance: Instead of saying she did not touch her dinner at all, "hardly touched" implies she
only made a slight attempt or barely consumed any.

"Afterward" as an Adverb of Time

- Creates temporal context: It helps the reader understand the sequence of events—Suzie's minimal
eating followed by her complaint.
- Connects actions: Establishes a logical flow, making the narrative coherent.

How to Properly Select Adverbs in Sentences

Choosing appropriate adverbs involves understanding the intended meaning and context. Here are
steps and tips to select the most effective adverbs:

1. Determine the Aspect to Modify

Identify whether you need to modify a verb, adjective, or other adverbs. Decide whether you're



describing manner, time, place, degree, or frequency.

2. Decide on the Specificity

Choose an adverb that accurately reflects the degree or time. For example, "hardly" is more precise
than "slightly" in indicating minimal action.

3. Consider the Context

Ensure the adverb aligns with the overall message or tone. For example, "hardly" may convey a
sense of neglect or disinterest, which should match the narrative.

4. Place Adverbs Correctly

Adverbs often have preferred positions in sentences:

- Usually before the main verb ("She hardly touched her dinner").
- Sometimes at the end ("She touched her dinner hardly"—less common).

5. Avoid Overuse

Using too many adverbs can clutter sentences and dilute meaning. Select them judiciously for
impact.

Examples of Common Adverbs Similar to Those in the Sentence

| Adverb | Function | Example Sentence |
|-------------------|-------------------------------------|--------------------------------------------------------------|
| Nearly | Degree of extent | She nearly missed the bus. |
| Barely | Minimal action or degree | He barely managed to finish on time. |
| Eventually | Time (after a delay) | They eventually arrived after the long journey. |
| Subsequently | Time (following an event) | She forgot her keys and subsequently had to wait
outside. |
| Previously | Past time | I had previously seen that movie. |

Practical Applications of Adverb Selection

Understanding how to select adverbs like "hardly" and "afterward" can significantly enhance various
aspects of writing and communication.

In Narrative Writing

- Convey character emotions and reactions with precision.
- Establish clear sequences of events.
- Add depth to descriptions and actions.

In Formal and Academic Writing

- Present data or findings with clarity.
- Emphasize the degree or timing of events.
- Avoid ambiguity by choosing precise adverbs.



In Creative Writing

- Create suspense or emphasis.
- Develop characters' personalities based on their actions.
- Set the pace of the story through temporal adverbs.

Common Mistakes to Avoid When Using Adverbs

While adverbs are valuable, improper use can lead to confusion or awkward sentences. Be mindful
of:

- Redundancy: Avoid using adverbs that repeat the meaning of the verb (e.g., "she nodded
affirmatively" when "she nodded" suffices).
- Misplacement: Place adverbs near the words they modify to avoid ambiguity.
- Overuse: Relying too heavily on adverbs can weaken writing; choose strong verbs and adjectives
instead.

Conclusion

Selecting the right adverbs is essential for precise and effective communication. In the sentence "My
Sister Suzie Hardly Touched Her Dinner, But Afterward She Complained Of Being," the two
adverbs—"hardly" and "afterward"—serve distinct yet complementary roles. "Hardly" modifies the
verb "touched," indicating the minimal extent of her action, while "afterward" provides temporal
context, connecting her dining behavior to subsequent complaints.

By understanding the functions and proper placement of adverbs, writers can craft sentences that
are clear, engaging, and rich in detail. Whether you aim to describe actions with nuance or establish
a sequence of events, selecting appropriate adverbs enhances both the quality and clarity of your
writing. Remember to analyze your context carefully, choose precise adverbs, and avoid overuse to
maximize their effectiveness.

In summary:

- "Hardly" is an adverb of degree, indicating minimal action.
- "Afterward" is an adverb of time, establishing sequence.

Mastering the selection and application of adverbs empowers you to communicate more effectively,
making your sentences more vivid and impactful.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the two adverbs in the sentence 'My sister Suzie
hardly touched her dinner, but afterward she complained of
being'?
The two adverbs are 'hardly' and 'afterward'.



What is the function of 'hardly' in the sentence?
'Hardly' functions as an adverb of degree, indicating that Suzie barely touched her dinner.

What role does 'afterward' play in the sentence?
'Afterward' acts as an adverb of time, showing when Suzie complained of being.

Can 'hardly' be replaced with another adverb in this sentence?
If so, which one?
Yes, it can be replaced with adverbs like 'scarcely' or 'barely' without changing the meaning
significantly.

Is 'afterward' an example of an adverb of frequency or time?
'Afterward' is an adverb of time.

Why is it important to identify adverbs in sentences like this?
Identifying adverbs helps understand how actions are performed, including the degree, manner, or
time, which provides clearer comprehension of the sentence.

What does the sentence imply about Suzie's dinner behavior?
It implies that Suzie barely ate her dinner but later expressed discomfort or dissatisfaction.

How do adverbs like 'hardly' and 'afterward' add meaning to
the sentence?
They specify the extent of Suzie's action and the timing of her complaint, adding detail and clarity.

Can 'hardly' and 'afterward' be considered transitional words?
Why or why not?
No, 'hardly' is an adverb of degree, and 'afterward' is an adverb of time; neither functions as a
transitional word, which typically connects ideas.

What grammatical category do 'hardly' and 'afterward' belong
to?
Both are adverbs, specifically 'hardly' is an adverb of degree, and 'afterward' is an adverb of time.
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---

Introduction

In the intricate tapestry of language, adverbs serve as vital threads that add nuance, clarity, and
depth to our communication. They often modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs, providing
context about how, when, where, or to what extent an action occurs. Among the myriad of adverbs in
the English language, some stand out for their ability to convey subtle shifts in meaning and tone.
Today, we examine the phrase: "My sister Suzie hardly touched her dinner, but afterward she
complained of being..." — a sentence that invites us to identify and analyze two critical adverbs
within its structure. This article explores the role of adverbs in this context, delves into their
grammatical functions, and discusses how their placement influences the overall meaning of the
sentence.

---

Understanding the Role of Adverbs in English

What Are Adverbs?

Adverbs are words that modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs. They answer questions such as:

- How? (e.g., quickly, slowly)
- When? (e.g., yesterday, now)
- Where? (e.g., here, there)
- To what extent? (e.g., very, almost)
- Frequency? (e.g., always, seldom)

In the sentence under discussion, the adverbs contribute to describing how much Suzie touched her
dinner and when she complained afterward.

Types of Adverbs Relevant to the Sentence

- Adverb of Degree/Extent: Indicates the extent to which an action occurs (e.g., hardly).
- Adverb of Time: Indicates when an action occurs (e.g., afterward).

Understanding these types helps in identifying the two adverbs in the sentence and appreciating
their functions.

---

Dissecting the Sentence: "My sister Suzie hardly touched her dinner, but afterward she complained
of being..."

The First Adverb: Hardly



Meaning and Function

In the phrase "hardly touched her dinner," the adverb hardly modifies the verb touched. It conveys
the degree to which Suzie engaged with her dinner, implying minimal contact or effort. The word
hardly indicates that she scarcely touched her plate, suggesting she was either unwell, disinterested,
or distracted.

Placement and Impact

- Position: Hardly is placed directly before the main verb touched, which is typical for adverbs of
degree modifying verbs.
- Effect: This placement emphasizes the limited action performed by Suzie. It sets a tone that her
engagement was minimal, perhaps hinting at underlying issues such as illness, dissatisfaction, or
emotional distress.

The Second Adverb: Afterward

Meaning and Function

Afterward functions as an adverb of time, indicating that the subsequent action (complaining of
being) occurred after the initial event of touching her dinner. It acts as a temporal marker that helps
sequence events in the narrative.

Placement and Impact

- Position: Afterward is placed at the beginning of the clause "she complained of being..." to clearly
mark the chronological order.
- Effect: This placement allows the reader or listener to understand the sequence of events,
highlighting a contrast between her minimal initial action and her subsequent complaints.

---

The Significance of the Two Adverbs in Context

How Hardly Shapes the Initial Action

By using hardly, the sentence emphasizes Suzie's limited interaction with her dinner. This adverb
suggests:

- She may have been unwell or distracted.
- Her disinterest was substantial enough to prevent her from eating properly.
- The action was done in a minimal, almost reluctant manner.

How Afterward Sets the Temporal Scene

Afterward underscores that the complaints came after the initial event, establishing a cause-effect or
sequence relationship. It helps the reader understand:

- The temporal gap between her minimal dining and her complaints.
- Possible emotional or physical reasons that led to her dissatisfaction.



Combined Effect

Together, these adverbs create a nuanced picture:

- Minimal action (hardly touching her dinner)
- Followed by a reaction (complaining afterward)

This sequence invites readers to ponder what transpired in the interim, whether Suzie's attitude
changed, or if her physical/emotional state evolved.

---

Broader Implications in Language and Communication

The Power of Adverb Choice

The selection of hardly and afterward demonstrates how adverbs can shape narrative tone and
reader interpretation. For instance:

- Using hardly instead of barely or scarcely might subtly influence the perceived intensity.
- Choosing afterward over later or then can affect the formality or flow of the sentence.

Nuance and Reader Perception

Adverbs serve as tools to:

- Provide clarity about actions and timing.
- Convey attitudes, such as indifference, frustration, or concern.
- Set the scene for subsequent reactions or events.

Practical Applications

Understanding adverb usage is crucial for:

- Writers aiming to craft precise narratives.
- Language learners seeking to refine their expression.
- Editors and translators ensuring accurate conveyance of tone and meaning.

---

Common Challenges in Identifying and Using Adverbs

Ambiguity in Adverb Placement

Sometimes, adverbs can be placed in multiple positions, affecting meaning:

- She almost finished her work. (implying she was close to finishing)
- Almost she finished her work. (less common, more formal/archaic)

Similar Words with Different Functions



Words like hardly can sometimes be confused with similar adverbs like scarcely or barely, each
carrying subtle differences:

- Hardly often implies almost not at all.
- Scarcely emphasizes a narrow margin.
- Barely suggests just enough, with little to spare.

Ensuring Clarity

Effective writing involves selecting precise adverbs and placing them appropriately to avoid
ambiguity.

---

Conclusion: The Power of Two Adverbs

The phrase "My sister Suzie hardly touched her dinner, but afterward she complained of being..."
exemplifies the vital role adverbs play in shaping meaning and narrative flow. Hardly and afterward
serve distinct but complementary functions—one describing the extent of an action, the other
establishing the sequence of events. Together, they allow the speaker or writer to convey a nuanced
story, hinting at underlying issues that may have prompted Suzie's dissatisfaction.

Mastering the use of adverbs enhances clarity, precision, and emotional impact in communication.
Whether in casual conversation, academic writing, or storytelling, understanding how to select and
position adverbs empowers individuals to express ideas more effectively. As seen in this example,
even simple adverbs can significantly alter the interpretation of a sentence, making them invaluable
tools in the art of language.

---

Final Thoughts

Adverbs, though often small words, wield considerable influence over how messages are received
and understood. Recognizing their roles and mastering their use is essential for effective
communication. The careful selection of hardly and afterward in the given sentence demonstrates
their capacity to depict subtle shades of meaning and sequence, enriching the narrative and
engaging the reader. As language learners and enthusiasts, appreciating these nuances ensures our
expressions are not only correct but also compelling and evocative.
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