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The Constitutional Convention Was Called To Address The Problems That The United
States Faced Under The Articles Of Confederation. This pivotal event in American history
marked a turning point that ultimately led to the creation of the United States Constitution, shaping
the nation's future governance. The Convention, held in Philadelphia in 1787, was convened to
tackle the myriad issues that had plagued the young republic under the Articles of Confederation,
which proved inadequate for managing the country's expanding needs. Understanding why the
Convention was necessary, what challenges it aimed to resolve, and how its outcomes transformed
American government is essential for appreciating the foundation of the United States.

Background: The Articles of Confederation and Its
Limitations

The Birth of the Articles of Confederation
The Articles of Confederation served as the first constitution of the United States, ratified in 1781.
Crafted during the Revolutionary War, they aimed to unify the thirteen colonies in their fight against
Britain while maintaining a high degree of independence for each state. The Articles established a
"firm league of friendship" among states but intentionally limited the powers of the national
government to prevent tyranny.

Key Features of the Articles of Confederation
The main features included:

Unicameral legislature called the Congress of the Confederation

No executive branch or president

Limited power to tax or regulate commerce

Each state had one vote regardless of size or population

Consensus required for amendments or major decisions



Major Problems with the Articles of Confederation
Despite its initial purpose, the Articles created several critical issues:

Lack of Central Authority: The national government lacked the power to enforce laws or1.
collect taxes, making it difficult to fund government operations or pay debts.

Economic Disarray: The inability to regulate interstate commerce led to economic conflicts2.
among states, tariffs, and trade barriers.

Weak National Defense: Without a standing army or navy, the U.S. was vulnerable to3.
external threats and internal unrest.

Domestic Unrest and Shays’ Rebellion: Farmers' protests highlighted the weaknesses of4.
the federal government in maintaining order and protecting property rights.

Unmanageable Decision-Making Process: Requiring unanimity for amendments made it5.
nearly impossible to adapt or improve the government framework.

These challenges underscored the urgent need for a new constitutional framework capable of
addressing the practical realities of governing a growing nation.

Why Was the Constitutional Convention Called?

The Need for a Stronger Federal Government
By 1787, leaders recognized that the Articles of Confederation were insufficient for managing
economic policies, national security, and interstate relations. The weaknesses threatened the
stability and unity of the nation, compelling states to agree to convene a Convention specifically to
revise the Articles.

Goals and Objectives of the Convention
The main objectives included:

To create a more effective national government with sufficient powers

To resolve conflicts among states regarding trade and borders

To establish mechanisms for a stable economy

To ensure national security through a capable defense system

To produce a new Constitution that would be acceptable to all states



Who Called the Convention?
The Annapolis Convention of 1786, which was a preliminary meeting to discuss interstate trade,
recommended a broader constitutional convention. Subsequently, the Virginia and Maryland
legislatures called for a meeting in Philadelphia, leading to the Constitutional Convention.

The Key Issues Addressed During the Convention

Representation in Congress
One of the most contentious issues was how states would be represented:

The Virginia Plan: Proposed representation based on population or wealth, favoring larger1.
states.

The New Jersey Plan: Advocated for equal representation for all states, favoring smaller2.
states.

The Great Compromise (Connecticut Compromise): Combined both ideas by establishing3.
a bicameral legislature—House of Representatives based on population and Senate with equal
representation.

States’ Rights vs. Federal Power
Delegates debated the balance of power:

How much authority should the federal government hold?

What powers should be reserved for the states?

How to prevent federal overreach while maintaining national stability?

Slavery and Representation
The issue of slavery was contentious:

Southern states wanted slaves counted for representation but not taxation.

The Three-Fifths Compromise was proposed, counting three-fifths of the slave population for
representation and taxation purposes.



Voter and Executive Power
Discussions also focused on:

The method of electing the president (Electoral College)

The powers granted to the executive branch

Checks and balances to prevent tyranny

Major Outcomes of the Constitutional Convention

The United States Constitution
The Convention resulted in the drafting of the U.S. Constitution, a document that established:

A stronger federal government with three branches: legislative, executive, and judicial1.

Checks and balances to prevent abuse of power2.

A system of federalism dividing powers between national and state governments3.

The framework for an effective and adaptable government4.

The Federalist and Anti-Federalist Debates
Following the Convention, debates ensued:

Federalists: Supported the new Constitution, emphasizing strong national government.

Anti-Federalists: Opposed it, fearing centralized power and advocating for states’ rights,
leading to the addition of the Bill of Rights.

Ratification and Implementation
The Constitution required ratification by nine of the thirteen states. Prominent figures such as
George Washington, James Madison, and Alexander Hamilton played vital roles in advocating for its
adoption. The Bill of Rights, comprising the first ten amendments, was added to protect individual
liberties.



Impact and Legacy of the Constitutional Convention

Creating a Stable and Flexible Government
The Constitution provided a durable framework for governance:

Established the rule of law and constitutional supremacy

Allowed for amendments to adapt to future challenges

Set the stage for a government capable of managing a complex nation

Influence on Democratic Principles
The Convention’s work laid the foundation for:

Popular sovereignty

Separation of powers

Checks and balances

Federalism

Global Significance
The U.S. Constitution became a model for other nations establishing democratic governments,
emphasizing the importance of a balanced, representative, and adaptable constitution.

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of the
Constitutional Convention

The Constitutional Convention was called to address the critical problems faced under the Articles of
Confederation—weak central authority, economic disarray, and security concerns. Its successful
efforts resulted in a new, robust framework for American government, emphasizing separation of
powers, federalism, and individual rights. This historic event set the foundation for the United
States' development into a stable, democratic nation. Understanding the Convention’s origins,
debates, and outcomes is vital for appreciating how the U.S. Constitution continues to influence
governance and democracy worldwide.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What prompted the calling of the Constitutional Convention in
1787?
The Convention was called to address the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation, which left the
federal government too weak to effectively govern the new nation.

What were the main problems faced by the United States
under the Articles of Confederation?
Key issues included lack of a strong central government, inability to levy taxes, regulate commerce,
enforce laws, and address economic and interstate disputes.

How did the Constitutional Convention aim to resolve the
issues faced under the Articles?
The Convention sought to create a new Constitution that established a stronger federal government
with separate branches, better economic regulation, and protections for states and citizens.

Who were some of the prominent leaders involved in the
Constitutional Convention?
Notable figures included George Washington, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, Alexander
Hamilton, and Gouverneur Morris.

What was the significance of the Great Compromise during
the Constitutional Convention?
It resolved disputes between large and small states by creating a bicameral legislature with
proportional representation in the House and equal representation in the Senate.

How did the Constitutional Convention address the issue of
slavery?
The Convention included compromises such as the Three-Fifths Compromise, which counted
enslaved people as three-fifths of a person for representation and taxation purposes.

Why is the Constitutional Convention considered a pivotal



moment in U.S. history?
It resulted in the drafting of the U.S. Constitution, laying the foundation for the federal government
and shaping American democracy.

What were the debates and disagreements during the
Constitutional Convention about?
Major debates centered on the balance of power between federal and state governments,
representation, slavery, and the structure of the new government.

Additional Resources
The Constitutional Convention Was Called To Address The Problems That The United States Faced
Under The Articles of Confederation — this pivotal event in American history marked the turning
point from a loose confederation of states to a unified nation governed by a new, stronger
Constitution. To fully understand why the Convention was summoned and what issues it aimed to
resolve, it’s essential to explore the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation, the context of the
late 18th century, and the debates that shaped the future of the United States.

---

The Background: Why the Articles of Confederation Fell Short

The Articles of Confederation, ratified in 1781, served as the first constitution of the United States.
Drafted during the Revolutionary War, they established a decentralized government that prioritized
state sovereignty. However, over time, it became clear that the Articles lacked the power and
stability needed for a growing nation.

Key Weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation

- Lack of Central Authority: The national government had no executive branch or president to
enforce laws. It relied on Congress, which had limited authority.
- Weak Financial Power: Congress could request funds from states but lacked the power to levy
taxes, leading to chronic financial difficulties.
- No Power to Regulate Commerce: States often imposed tariffs and trade restrictions, creating
economic chaos and interstate disputes.
- Unanimous Consent for Amendments: Any change required all 13 states to agree, making reforms
nearly impossible.
- No National Military: The government couldn’t maintain a standing army, hindering defense and
response to internal unrest like Shays’ Rebellion.
- Sovereignty of States: States retained most powers, resulting in fragmentation and lack of cohesive
national policy.

This constellation of issues led to economic instability, political unrest, and diplomatic challenges,
prompting calls for a fundamental overhaul.

---



The Catalyst: Shays’ Rebellion and the Urgency for Change

One of the immediate catalysts for convening the Constitutional Convention was Shays’ Rebellion
(1786–1787), an armed uprising in Massachusetts led by Daniel Shays. Farmers, impoverished by
debt and taxes, protested economic hardships and the government’s inability to provide relief.

Shays’ Rebellion exposed several critical problems:

- The inability of the federal government to suppress internal insurrections.
- The fragility of the national economy.
- The need for a more effective central authority capable of maintaining order.

Though initially localized, the rebellion alarmed many leaders, revealing that the Articles of
Confederation didn’t provide sufficient tools to manage internal crises or ensure national stability.

---

The Call for the Constitutional Convention

In May 1787, fifty-five delegates from twelve states convened in Philadelphia with the initial purpose
of revising the Articles of Confederation. However, many delegates quickly recognized that minor
amendments would be insufficient. Instead, they aimed to craft an entirely new framework of
government.

Key reasons for calling the Convention included:

- To create a stronger federal government with authority to regulate commerce, levy taxes, and
enforce laws.
- To develop a system of checks and balances among branches.
- To establish a unified national policy for foreign relations.
- To resolve economic disputes between states.
- To prevent future rebellions and maintain order.

This gathering, originally intended for revision, would ultimately produce the U.S. Constitution,
fundamentally transforming the American political landscape.

---

Major Issues Addressed at the Convention

The delegates faced critical debates on various topics, many of which reflected disagreements
rooted in their diverse backgrounds and regional interests.

1. Representation in the National Legislature

One of the most contentious issues was how to represent states in Congress:

- Virginia Plan: Proposed a bicameral legislature with representation based on population, favoring
larger states.
- New Jersey Plan: Advocated for equal representation, regardless of size, favoring smaller states.
- The Great Compromise (Connecticut Compromise): Proposed a bicameral legislature with the



House of Representatives based on population and the Senate with equal representation for all
states.

2. The Power of the Federal Government

Delegates debated how much authority the national government should possess:

- Some, like Alexander Hamilton, favored a strong central government with extensive powers.
- Others, such as Patrick Henry and Thomas Jefferson, preferred states to retain most sovereignty.

The compromise resulted in a government with significant powers, including taxation, regulation of
commerce, and a military, balanced by checks through separation of powers.

3. Slavery and Representation

The issue of slavery was highly divisive:

- The Three-Fifths Compromise: Determined that enslaved people would count as three-fifths of a
person for purposes of representation and taxation.
- Slave Trade: Delegates agreed to delay federal action on ending the international slave trade until
1808.

4. The Election and Powers of the Executive

Debates centered on the presidency:

- Whether to have a single president or a committee.
- The method of election—Electoral College was ultimately established.
- The powers of the president, including veto authority and appointment powers.

5. Checks and Balances

To prevent any branch from becoming too powerful, the Convention established:

- A system of checks and balances among the legislative, executive, and judicial branches.
- The possibility of impeachment and vetoes to maintain accountability.

---

The Final Product: The U.S. Constitution

After months of intense debate and negotiation, the delegates produced the U.S. Constitution, a
document that:

- Established a federal system with enumerated powers for the national government.
- Created a separation of powers among three branches.
- Provided for a system of checks and balances.
- Defined the process for amendments.
- Enshrined protections for individual rights, later expanded through the Bill of Rights.

The Constitution was signed on September 17, 1787, and ratified by the states in 1788, replacing the



Articles of Confederation.

---

The Legacy of the Constitutional Convention

The Constitutional Convention was instrumental in shaping the foundation of American democracy.
Its success lay in balancing federal authority with states’ rights, establishing a government capable
of adapting over time, and creating mechanisms for resolving disputes peacefully.

Key impacts include:

- Formation of a durable framework for governance.
- Establishment of a system of representative democracy.
- Inspiration for future constitutional movements and reforms.
- Creation of a flexible yet stable political system.

---

Conclusion: Addressing the Problems Under the Articles

The Constitutional Convention was called to address the problems that the United States faced
under the Articles of Confederation because the existing government structure was inadequate for
managing the country’s economic, political, and security needs. By designing a new Constitution, the
framers sought to create a stronger, more unified nation capable of thriving in a complex world.
Their success laid the foundation for modern American government, balancing the sovereignty of
states with the necessity of a central authority.

Understanding this historical process highlights the importance of compromise, foresight, and the
recognition that effective governance must evolve to meet the challenges of the time. The
Convention’s legacy endures in the enduring strength and flexibility of the U.S. Constitution, guiding
the nation through centuries of change.
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