The Fiction Book - David Copperfield By
Charles Dickens/Chapter 21. What Is The
Best Quality That David

The Fiction Book - David Copperfield By Charles Dickens/Chapter 21. What Is The
Best Quality That David

In the rich tapestry of Charles Dickens’ novel David Copperfield, Chapter 21 stands out as a
pivotal moment that reveals much about the protagonist’s character and moral compass.
This chapter offers readers a deeper understanding of David Copperfield’s inner qualities
and the traits that define him as a noble and admirable individual. Among these qualities,
one shining attribute emerges as the best—his resilience. This article explores the various
qualities that make David Copperfield a memorable character, with a particular focus on
resilience as his standout trait.

Understanding David Copperfield’s Character in
Chapter 21

The Context of Chapter 21

Chapter 21 is a significant chapter in Dickens’ novel that captures a critical phase in David
Copperfield’s life. It depicts his struggles with adversity, his encounters with various
characters, and his ongoing quest for self-discovery. The chapter serves as a mirror to
David’s evolving personality, highlighting his virtues and vulnerabilities. Dickens
masterfully portrays David not just as a hero but as a relatable individual with flaws and
strengths.

The Key Traits Exhibited in Chapter 21

Throughout this chapter, several qualities of David Copperfield become evident:
- Empathy and Compassion: His ability to understand others’ feelings.

- Honesty and Integrity: His unwavering commitment to truth.

- Perseverance: His determination to overcome obstacles.

- Humility: His recognition of his limitations and mistakes.

- Resilience: His capacity to bounce back from setbacks.

While all these traits contribute to his admirable character, resilience stands out as the
most significant quality that defines David.



What Is Resilience and Why Is It Important?

Defining Resilience

Resilience refers to the ability to recover quickly from difficulties, adapt to challenging
circumstances, and continue pursuing one's goals despite setbacks. It embodies mental
toughness, emotional strength, and a positive attitude in the face of adversity.

The Significance of Resilience in Literature and Life

In literature, resilient characters often serve as inspiration, demonstrating that
perseverance can lead to eventual success and moral growth. In real life, resilience is
essential for overcoming life's inevitable hurdles, making it a universally admired trait.

Resilience as the Best Quality of David
Copperfield

Demonstrations of David’s Resilience in Chapter 21

In Chapter 21, David faces numerous challenges—personal disappointments, external
conflicts, and internal doubts. His resilience manifests in several ways:

- Enduring Personal Loss: Despite the emotional pain of losing close relationships, David
continues to pursue his goals.

- Facing Social and Economic Hardships: He confronts financial difficulties and societal
expectations with unwavering resolve.

- Overcoming Self-Doubt: He struggles with self-confidence but persists in his endeavors.
- Maintaining Moral Integrity: Despite temptations or shortcuts, David remains true to his
principles.

These instances highlight how resilience fuels David’s perseverance and moral fortitude.

Why Resilience Outshines Other Qualities

While empathy, honesty, and humility are vital traits, resilience underpins all of them. It
enables David to:

- Recover from setbacks without losing hope.

- Learn from failures and improve.

- Maintain integrity even when faced with adversity.

- Inspire others through his unwavering spirit.

This resilience not only shapes his personal growth but also influences those around him,
making it his most commendable quality.



The Impact of David Copperfield’s Resilience on
the Narrative

Character Development and Growth

Resilience is the thread that weaves through David’s journey, allowing him to evolve from a
naive boy into a wise and compassionate man. It helps him confront his past, accept his
mistakes, and forge a better future.

Influence on Other Characters

David’s resilience often serves as a catalyst for change among other characters:

- Steering Pip through hardships: His steadfastness encourages Pip to persevere.

- Guiding Agnes: His resilience inspires confidence and hope in her.

- Supporting others in distress: David’s unwavering spirit provides comfort and stability.

Resilience as a Moral Lesson

Charles Dickens uses David’s resilience to teach readers that perseverance and inner
strength are essential virtues. It underscores the idea that life’s difficulties are opportunities
for moral and personal growth.

How Dickens Portrays Resilience Through Literary
Techniques

Characterization and Dialogue

Dickens employs descriptive language and insightful dialogue to showcase David’s
resilience. His reflections and conversations reveal a steadfast character undeterred by
circumstances.

Symbolism and Setting

The settings often reflect David’s emotional states, with bleak environments symbolizing
challenges that he overcomes through resilience.



Narrative Perspective

The first-person narration provides an intimate view into David’s mindset, emphasizing his
resilience as a core trait.

Lessons from David Copperfield’s Resilience for
Readers

Embracing Challenges

Readers can learn that setbacks are part of life and that resilience helps transform
difficulties into opportunities for growth.

Maintaining Morality and Integrity

Despite hardships, staying true to one’s values is crucial, as demonstrated by David’s
unwavering honesty.

Building Inner Strength

Resilience fosters self-confidence and emotional stability, empowering individuals to face
future challenges.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of David
Copperfield’s Resilience

Charles Dickens’ David Copperfield remains a timeless classic precisely because of
characters like David who embody resilience. In Chapter 21, his ability to withstand
adversity highlights the best quality that defines him. His resilience not only drives his
personal growth but also inspires readers to nurture their inner strength. Ultimately,
Dickens teaches that resilience is the foundation of moral character and the key to
overcoming life's obstacles.



Final Thoughts

The best quality that David Copperfield exhibits in Chapter 21—and arguably throughout
the novel—is resilience. It is this trait that elevates him from merely a character in a story
to a symbol of perseverance and moral integrity. As we navigate our own lives, Dickens’
portrayal of David’s resilience reminds us that enduring hardships with courage and hope
can lead to personal triumph and fulfillment.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Chapter 21 in 'David
Copperfield'?

Chapter 21 primarily focuses on David Copperfield's reflections on his personal growth and
the qualities that define him, including his resilience and integrity.

How does David describe his best qualities in Chapter
21?

In Chapter 21, David highlights his honesty, kindness, and perseverance as the best
qualities that shape his character.

What lessons does David Copperfield learn about
himself in Chapter 21?

He learns the importance of staying true to his principles and valuing moral integrity over
superficial success.

How does Dickens portray David's self-awareness in
Chapter 21?

Dickens shows David as introspective and honest about his strengths and flaws,
emphasizing his moral growth.

What role do David's qualities play in his overall
development in the novel?

David's qualities, such as honesty and perseverance, are central to his journey from
innocence to maturity and help him overcome life's challenges.



Is there a specific incident in Chapter 21 that highlights
David’s best qualities?

While Chapter 21 is more reflective, it emphasizes David's integrity and resilience as key
traits that guide his decisions and actions.

How does Dickens use David's character to convey
moral lessons in Chapter 21?

Dickens portrays David as a role model of virtue, illustrating that integrity and kindness are
the true measures of a person's worth.

What is the significance of David identifying his best
qualities in Chapter 21?

It signifies his self-awareness and readiness to embrace his moral identity as he moves
forward in his life.

How does Chapter 21 contribute to the overall theme of
personal growth in 'David Copperfield'?

Chapter 21 emphasizes the importance of self-reflection and recognizing one's virtues,
reinforcing the novel's theme of moral and personal development.

Additional Resources

David Copperfield is undeniably one of Charles Dickens's most beloved and enduring
novels, renowned for its vivid characters, intricate plotlines, and rich emotional depth.
Among its many chapters, Chapter 21 offers a compelling glimpse into the evolving
character of David Copperfield, revealing qualities that define his moral fiber and personal
growth. This chapter, like the rest of the novel, provides readers with an opportunity to
understand what makes David such a compelling protagonist. In this review, we will explore
the various qualities that stand out in David Copperfield, especially focusing on what can be
considered his best quality, as exemplified in Chapter 21.

Introduction: The Significance of Chapter 21 in
Understanding David Copperfield

Chapter 21 of David Copperfield is pivotal in showcasing David’s emerging maturity and
resilience. This chapter captures a moment of introspection and realization, where David
begins to grasp the complexities of the adult world, relationships, and his own identity.

Dickens masterfully uses this chapter to deepen our understanding of David’s character,



highlighting qualities that make him relatable, admirable, and ultimately, inspiring. The
chapter underscores his capacity for self-awareness, compassion, and perseverance—traits
that are central to his character development.

The Core Qualities of David Copperfield as
Portrayed in Chapter 21

In Chapter 21, Dickens emphasizes several traits that define David. These include his
innocence, honesty, emotional sensitivity, and moral integrity. However, as the narrative
progresses, one quality emerges as particularly prominent—the resilience and unwavering
hope that David maintains despite adversity. This resilience, coupled with his capacity for
introspection and genuine kindness, forms the foundation of his character.

The Resilience and Hopefulness of David Copperfield

One of the most compelling qualities that Dickens illustrates in Chapter 21 is David’s
resilience. Even in the face of personal setbacks, emotional turmoil, and societal pressures,
David demonstrates a steadfast hopefulness that propels him forward. Dickens shows that
this resilience is not merely stubbornness but a nuanced strength rooted in his moral
convictions and optimistic outlook.

Features of David’s Resilience:

- Endurance in adversity: Despite hardships, David continues to pursue his goals and
maintain his integrity.

- Optimism about the future: His belief in personal growth and redemption keeps him
motivated.

- Emotional strength: His capacity to process pain and disappointment without losing hope.

Pros:

- Inspires readers to remain hopeful despite difficulties.

- Highlights the importance of resilience in personal development.
- Demonstrates that strength often lies in emotional endurance.

Cons:

- Overreliance on hope might sometimes lead to overlooking practical realities.
- May appear idealistic in certain challenging situations.



Self-Reflection and Moral Integrity

Another prominent quality in Chapter 21 is David’s capacity for self-reflection. Dickens
portrays him as introspective, constantly evaluating his actions and motives. This trait
aligns with his moral integrity—a key aspect of his character.

Features of David’s Self-Reflection:

- Honest assessment: He recognizes his flaws and strives to improve.

- Humility: Acknowledges his limitations without arrogance.

- Moral clarity: Acts according to his principles, even when it’s difficult.

Pros:

- Encourages readers to practice self-awareness and honesty.

- Reinforces Dickens’s theme of personal morality.

- Demonstrates growth through self-criticism.

Cons:

- Excessive introspection might delay decision-making.
- Risk of self-doubt if not balanced with confidence.

Genuine Compassion and Empathy

Throughout Chapter 21, Dickens emphasizes David’s compassionate nature. His ability to
empathize with others’ suffering and his willingness to help reflect a deep-seated kindness.

Features of David’s Compassion:

- Active kindness: He takes tangible steps to aid others.

- Understanding: He listens and empathizes with those around him.
- Humane outlook: Values human dignity and feelings.

Pros:

- Builds meaningful relationships.

- Demonstrates moral goodness beyond personal success.

- Inspires readers to cultivate empathy.

Cons:

- Excessive sensitivity may lead to emotional vulnerability.
- Potential for being taken advantage of.



The Best Quality of David Copperfield in Chapter
21: Unwavering Hope and Resilience

While Dickens paints a multifaceted portrait of David, the most striking and arguably the
best quality highlighted in Chapter 21 is his unwavering hope and resilience. Dickens shows
that amidst the trials and tribulations of life, David’s optimistic outlook serves as a guiding
light. It fuels his perseverance, sustains his moral resolve, and ultimately shapes his path
toward maturity.

This resilience is not superficial; it is deeply rooted in his moral convictions and belief in the
goodness of people. Dickens demonstrates that hope is an active force—one that propels
David beyond despair and keeps him moving forward, even when circumstances seem
bleak.

Why Is This the Best Quality?

- It encapsulates the essence of personal growth.

- It inspires readers to face their own challenges with courage.

- It embodies the core message of Dickens’s novel: the transformative power of hope and
resilience.

Impact of David’s Hope and Resilience on the Narrative

In Chapter 21, Dickens uses David’s resilience to illustrate how hope can serve as a catalyst
for change. David’s ability to maintain faith in himself and his future allows him to navigate
complex social and personal landscapes. This trait also influences other characters and the
overall tone of the novel, emphasizing that perseverance and optimism can lead to
redemption and happiness.

Features that underscore this quality:

- David’s refusal to be defeated by setbacks.
- His perseverance in pursuing education and self-improvement.
- His capacity to forgive and move on from past mistakes.

Conclusion: Why David Copperfield’s Best Quality
Resonates

In conclusion, The Fiction Book - David Copperfield By Charles Dickens/Chapter 21 reveals
that David’s unwavering hope and resilience are his most admirable qualities. Dickens
masterfully portrays how these traits underpin his moral strength, compassion, and



capacity for growth. They serve as timeless lessons for readers: that resilience in the face
of adversity, coupled with hope and perseverance, can lead to personal fulfilment and a
better society.

David Copperfield’s resilience is not just a character trait but a guiding principle that
embodies the enduring human spirit. Dickens’s depiction encourages us to nurture hope
within ourselves, remain resilient amidst difficulties, and approach life’s challenges with
moral integrity and compassion. As Chapter 21 exemplifies, these qualities are vital for
navigating the complexities of life and achieving true personal development.

Final Thoughts

Charles Dickens’s portrayal of David Copperfield in Chapter 21 offers a compelling portrait
of a young man on the cusp of maturity, armed with hope, resilience, and a deep moral
compass. These qualities make David not only a relatable character but also an
inspirational figure. His unwavering hope and resilience stand out as the most significant
traits that define his journey and serve as a beacon of encouragement for readers facing
their own struggles. Dickens’s timeless narrative reminds us that with hope and
perseverance, one can overcome adversity and forge a path toward a brighter future.
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