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Understanding the nuances of contract law is essential for individuals and businesses alike. One critical
aspect is the Statute of Frauds, a legal doctrine that requires certain contracts to be in writing to be

enforceable. However, not all contracts fall under these requirements. This article explores the specific
types of contracts that do not have to be in writing according to the Statute of Frauds, with a particular

focus on contracts for the sale of goods and other exceptions.

Overview of the Statute of Frauds

Before delving into the specific contracts that do not require a written agreement, it is important to

understand the purpose and scope of the Statute of Frauds.

What Is the Statute of Frauds?

The Statute of Frauds is a legal principle originating from 17th-century English law, adopted into the laws
of many U.S. states. Its primary purpose is to prevent fraud and perjury in contractual agreements by

requiring certain contracts to be documented in writing.

General Requirements

Typically, the Statute of Frauds mandates that a contract must be:
¢ In writing
¢ Signed by the party against whom enforcement is sought

¢ Contain essential terms of the agreement



Contracts That Do Not Have To Be In Writing

Despite these general rules, there are specific types of contracts that are exempt from the writing
requirement. These exceptions stem from statutory provisions, judicial interpretations, and legal doctrines

designed to recognize the realities of certain agreements.

1. Contract For The Sale of Goods Under the Uniform Commercial Code
(UCC)

One of the most prevalent exceptions involves the sale of goods.

Scope of the UCC

The UCC, adopted by most U.S. states, governs commercial transactions involving personal property. Under

UCC §2-201, a contract for the sale of goods priced at $500 or more generally must be in writing.

Exceptions to the Writing Requirement

However, there are notable exceptions where a contract for the sale of goods does not need to be written:

1. Partially Performed Goods: If the seller has already delivered the goods or the buyer has accepted

them, the contract may be enforceable even without a written agreement.

2. Specially Manufactured Goods: If goods are specially manufactured for the buyer and are not suitable

for sale to others, an oral contract may suffice.

3. Admission in Court: If the party against whom enforcement is sought admits in court that a contract

exists, enforcement may proceed regardless of the lack of a writing.

4. Part Payment or Delivery: If there is part payment or delivery, courts may enforce the oral

agreement to avoid unjust enrichment.

Implications for Parties

Understanding these exceptions helps parties avoid unnecessary legal pitfalls. For example, if a seller has

already shipped goods or the buyer has accepted them, even an oral contract may be enforceable.



2. Contracts for Services

Generally, agreements involving services, such as employment, consulting, or personal services, do not

require a written contract under the Statute of Frauds.

Reasoning

The rationale is that service contracts are often based on ongoing relationships and are less susceptible to

fraudulent claims than written agreements.

Exceptions

However, certain service contracts may still need to be in writing:
o Contracts that are part of a larger combined agreement that includes the sale of goods.

o Agreements that involve land or interests in real estate (see below).

3. Contracts Not Specifically Covered by the Statute of Frauds

Some contracts are simply not covered by the Statute of Frauds because they do not fall within the listed

categories.

Examples Include:

¢ Personal agreements to perform services that are not in the context of a larger transaction.
e Short-term employment agreements that are fully performed within one year.

o Agreements that do not involve the sale of goods, land, or marriage considerations.

Other Common Exceptions and Legal Doctrines

In addition to statutory exceptions, courts recognize certain doctrines that allow enforcement of oral

agreements even when a writing is required.



1. Part Performance Doctrine

This doctrine applies primarily in real estate transactions but can also be relevant elsewhere.

Criteria for Enforcement

Courts typically require:
1. Payment of part or all of the purchase price
2. Acceptance of possession of the property or goods

3. Improvements made to the property (in real estate cases)

When these elements are present, courts may enforce the oral agreement despite the lack of a written

contract.

2. Promissory Estoppel

This doctrine prevents a party from denying the existence of a contract if the other party has reasonably

relied on their promise to their detriment.

Application
For example, if a seller promises to sell a unique item, and the buyer relies on this promise to their

detriment, the court may enforce the promise even if it was not in writing.

Practical Implications for Contracting Parties

Understanding which contracts do not require writing can significantly influence how parties draft,

negotiate, and enforce agreements.

Tips for Parties

e Always consider the Statute of Frauds: Know if your contract falls under the categories requiring

writing to avoid unenforceability.

¢ Leverage exceptions: When possible, document transactions that are exempt from the Statute of

Frauds to prevent disputes later.



e Use written confirmation: Even if not required, a written record can provide clarity and legal

protection.

¢ Seek legal advice: When in doubt, consult with a legal professional to ensure enforceability.

Conclusion

While the Statute of Frauds imposes a requirement for certain contracts to be in writing, numerous
exceptions exist. Contracts for the sale of goods, especially under specific circumstances, are among the most
common types that do not require a writing. Additionally, service contracts, partial performance,
promissory estoppel, and other legal doctrines provide avenues for enforcement of oral agreements.
Recognizing these exceptions helps parties navigate contractual relationships more effectively and reduces
the risk of unenforceability. When drafting or entering into significant agreements, understanding these

legal principles ensures better planning, protection, and compliance with applicable law.

Frequently Asked Questions

What types of contracts are exempt from the writing requirement under
the Statute of Frauds?

Contracts that fall under certain exceptions, such as those involving partial performance, specially
manufactured goods, or admissions, may be enforceable even if not in writing, depending on the specific

circumstances.

Does a contract for the sale of goods under $500 need to be in writing to
be enforceable?

Generally, the Statute of Frauds requires contracts for the sale of goods over $500 to be in writing;
however, contracts under $500 are typically enforceable without a written agreement unless other

exceptions apply.

Can an oral contract for a service or employment arrangement be

enforced without being in writing?

Yes, many service or employment contracts are enforceable even if not in writing, as they often do not fall
within the Statute of Frauds' specific requirements which primarily target certain sale or real estate

contracts.



What is the significance of partial performance in the context of the
Statute of Frauds?

Partial performance can serve as an exception to the writing requirement, allowing an oral contract to be

enforced if one party has taken significant steps in reliance on the agreement, indicating its existence.

How does the 'specialized manufacturing' exception relate to the Statute
of Frauds?

If a contract involves goods that are specially manufactured for a specific buyer and are not suitable for sale
to others, it may be enforceable even without a written agreement, as it falls under the exception for

specially manufactured goods.

‘What role does the 'admission’ exception play in contracts not in writing?

If a party admits under oath or in court that a contract exists, the Statute of Frauds may be satisfied, making

the oral contract enforceable despite lack of written documentation.

Additional Resources

Contract

When exploring the intricacies of contract law, one fundamental principle that often surfaces is the Statute
of Frauds. This legal doctrine aims to prevent fraudulent claims and perjuries by requiring certain types of
contracts to be in writing to be enforceable. However, like many legal rules, there are notable exceptions
where a contract, despite falling within the scope of the Statute of Frauds, does not have to be in writing to
be valid and enforceable. Among these exceptions, the category of contracts for specific actions or
relationships stands out as particularly significant and nuanced. In this comprehensive review, we dissect
the core aspects of "The Following Contract Does Not Have To Be In Writing Pursuant To The Statute Of
Frauds: a. Contract For," providing clarity on when and why these exceptions apply, their legal rationale,

and practical implications.

Understanding the Statute of Frauds

Before delving into the exceptions, it’s essential to grasp the foundation of the Statute of Frauds itself.



What Is the Statute of Frauds?

The Statute of Frauds is a legal doctrine originating from English law, enacted in various forms across
jurisdictions, designed to prevent fraudulent claims and perjuries in contractual obligations. It stipulates that
certain types of contracts must be in writing and signed by the party to be charged to be legally

enforceable.

Typical Contracts Covered by the Statute of Frauds Include:

- Contracts involving the sale of real estate or interest therein

- Agreements that cannot be performed within one year

- Promises to pay the debt of another (suretyship)

- Contracts for the sale of goods exceeding a certain value (per the Uniform Commercial Code)

- Marriage contracts

The ultimate goal is to ensure clarity and evidence of the agreement’s terms, reducing the likelihood of

false claims.

Exceptions to the Statute of Frauds: When a Written Contract Is
Not Required

Despite the broad scope of the Statute of Frauds, courts recognize that enforcing every oral agreement,
even those falling within its categories, could lead to injustice or impracticality. Consequently, several
exceptions exist where a contract that technically falls under the Statute of Frauds is enforceable without a

written document.

Main Exception Focus: Contract For

The phrase "Contract For" refers to specific types of agreements that, despite generally needing to be in
writing, are recognized as enforceable under certain circumstances without a formal written contract.
These exceptions are rooted in the principles of equity, part performance, reliance, or the nature of the

transaction.

Key Types of Contracts "For" Which the Statute of Frauds Does
Not Require a Writing



The most significant categories include contracts for:

- Part Performance of Real Estate Contracts

- Promissory Estoppel and Reliance

- Contracts for Sale of Goods (UCC exceptions)

- Leases and Tenancies (under certain conditions)
- Employment and Agency Agreements

- Parties’ Actions and Conduct

In this article, we focus primarily on the "contract for" category, exploring the circumstances under which

such agreements are enforceable without a written contract.

1. Contract For the Sale or Transfer of Real Estate (Part Performance
Exception)

Overview:
While the Statute of Frauds generally mandates that agreements for the sale or transfer of real estate be in

writing, courts recognize that actual conduct can serve as evidence of the contract’s existence and terms.

What Constitutes Part Performance?
Part performance refers to actions taken by the parties that unequivocally demonstrate that a contract

exists. Common indicators include:

- Payment of all or part of the purchase price
- Taking possession of the property
- Making substantial improvements or alterations

- Entering into a lease or rent agreement and paying rent

Legal Rationale:
Courts apply the "partial performance” exception to prevent injustice where one party has relied heavily

on an oral agreement, and enforcing that agreement is necessary to uphold fairness.

Limitations:
- The acts must be unequivocally referable to the alleged agreement
- The actions must clearly indicate the existence of a contract, not merely casual or unrelated conduct

- The party asserting the exception bears the burden of proof

Implication:

In practice, if a buyer makes significant payments, takes possession, and makes improvements based on an



oral agreement, courts may enforce the contract despite the absence of a written document.

2. Promissory Estoppel and Reliance

Overview:
Promissory estoppel is an equitable doctrine that enforces a promise when the promisee relies on it to their

detriment, even if no formal contract exists.

Application in "Contract For" Contexts:
Suppose a party makes a promise concerning real estate, goods, or services, and the other party relies on
that promise to their detriment (e.g., incurs expenses, makes investments). Courts may enforce the promise

to prevent injustice.

Key Elements:

- A clear and definite promise

- Reasonable reliance on the promise
- Detrimental reliance

- Justice demands enforcement

Legal Effect:
This exception effectively creates an enforceable obligation based on reliance rather than formalities, fitting

neatly within the "contract for" category.

3. Contracts for Sale of Goods (UCC Exceptions)

Overview:
The Uniform Commercial Code (UCC) governs transactions involving the sale of goods. Notably, its

provisions often relax the strict requirements of the Statute of Frauds.

Key Points:

- A contract for the sale of goods priced at $500 or more generally requires a writing.

- However, exceptions exist where:

- Both parties admit in court that a contract exists

- The goods have been specially manufactured for the buyer and are not suitable for sale to others

- The goods have been accepted or paid for



Implication:
These exceptions allow enforcement of oral agreements for the sale of goods under specific conditions,

aligning with the "contract for" theme.

4. Leases and Tenancies

Overview:
Certain lease agreements, especially short-term or informal arrangements, may not need to be in writing if

the parties' conduct indicates a tenancy.

Part Performance in Leasing:
Payment of rent, taking possession, and making improvements can demonstrate an intent to lease, thus

overcoming the need for a written lease.

Legal Rationale Behind These Exceptions

Equity and Fairness:
Courts aim to prevent unjust enrichment and fraud by allowing enforcement where the conduct of parties

indicates a contractual relationship.

Part Performance and Reliance:
Actions speak louder than words; courts recognize that parties may act consistently with an agreement

even if they did not formalize it in writing.
Avoiding Injustice:

In many cases, requiring a written contract would negate the parties' reliance and investments, leading to

unfair outcomes.

Practical Implications and Considerations

Understanding these exceptions is critical for legal practitioners, business owners, and individuals alike.

Here are some practical takeaways:



- Document Conduct: Even if a contract isn’t in writing, maintain records of payments, improvements, or
actions indicating the agreement.

- Seek Clarity: When entering into significant transactions, especially real estate or large sales, formalize the
agreement in writing to avoid disputes.

- Be Mindful of Reliance: If you rely heavily on an oral agreement, document your reliance to support
potential claims under promissory estoppel.

- Legal Advice: Consult legal professionals if unsure whether an oral agreement can be enforced under

these exceptions.

Conclusion

The phrase "The following contract does not have to be in writing pursuant to the Statute of Frauds: a.
Contract for" encapsulates a vital aspect of contract law—the recognition that conduct, reliance, and specific
circumstances can circumvent the strict formalities typically required. While the Statute of Frauds serves
as a safeguard against false claims, the law’s equitable principles acknowledge that rigid adherence to

writing isn't always practical or just.

‘Whether through part performance, promissory estoppel, or specific statutory exceptions like the UCC,
courts strive to balance the need for certainty with fairness. Recognizing these exceptions ensures that
genuine agreements are enforceable, even in the absence of a formal written document, thereby fostering

fairness, reliance, and justice in contractual relationships.

In summary:

Contracts "for" certain actions—like real estate transfers, sale of goods, or leases—can be enforced without a
written agreement if the parties’ conduct or reliance demonstrates the existence of the agreement. This
nuanced approach preserves the integrity of contractual relationships while safeguarding against unfair

outcomes, making it a vital aspect of modern contract law.
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