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2. Which Statement From The Text Best Supports The Author's Central Idea? O A. "Easterlin Found
That Kids—this question exemplifies a common challenge faced by readers and students alike:
identifying the key statements that reinforce the main argument or thesis of a text. Recognizing these
pivotal sentences is essential for comprehending the core message, evaluating the author's reasoning,
and enhancing critical reading skills. In this comprehensive article, we will explore the importance of
supporting statements, how to identify them, and their role in strengthening the author's central idea,

with particular emphasis on the example provided.

The Role of Supporting Statements in Text Comprehension

What Are Supporting Statements?

Supporting statements are sentences or phrases within a text that bolster, clarify, or provide evidence
for the main idea or thesis. They serve to convince the reader of the validity of the central argument by

offering facts, examples, or logical reasoning.



Why Are Supporting Statements Important?

Clarification: They help clarify the main point, making the core message easier to understand.

Persuasion: They persuade the reader by providing evidence or reasoning backing the author's

claims.

Organization: They contribute to the logical flow of the text, making it more cohesive and

compelling.

Assessment: They enable readers to evaluate the strength of the author's argument.

Analyzing the Statement: "Easterlin Found That Kids"

Contextualizing the Statement

The fragment "Easterlin Found That Kids" hints at a research finding or conclusion by economist
Richard Easterlin, known for his work on happiness and income. This statement likely introduces
empirical evidence or a key discovery relevant to the author's argument, making it a potential

candidate for the best supporting statement.

Deciphering Its Significance

Given Easterlin's research background, the statement probably addresses how a particular factor—such
as income, happiness, or social conditions—affects children or their well-being. If the author's central
idea pertains to the impact of economic or social variables on youth, this statement could serve as a

crucial piece of evidence.



How to Determine Which Statement Best Supports the Central

Idea

Steps to Identify Key Supporting Statements

1. Understand the Central Idea: Clearly identify the main argument or thesis of the text.

2. Locate Supporting Evidence: Find statements that provide evidence, examples, or elaboration

related to the main idea.
3. Assess Relevance: Determine which statements directly reinforce or clarify the central theme.

4. Evaluate Strength: Consider the factuality and significance of the supporting statements.

Application to the Example Statement

Applying these steps, the statement "Easterlin Found That Kids" likely introduces empirical evidence
central to the author's argument. If the central idea revolves around the influence of economic factors

on children's well-being, then this statement directly supports that thesis.

Examples of Supporting Statements in Various Contexts



Economic and Social Studies

» "Easterlin's research demonstrated that higher income levels correlate with increased happiness

among children."

¢ "Studies have shown that access to quality education significantly impacts children's future

success."

» "Research indicates that social relationships are critical to the emotional development of kids."

Educational Articles

¢ "Implementing hands-on learning improves engagement and understanding among students."
* "Teacher training programs have been linked to better student performance."

¢ "Classroom size reduction results in more individualized attention for learners."

The Significance of the Selected Statement in Supporting the
Central Idea

The statement "Easterlin Found That Kids" acts as a foundational piece of evidence. It likely introduces
data or research findings that underpin the author's argument, making it a key supporting statement.
By anchoring the discussion in empirical research, the author enhances credibility and persuades

readers of the validity of their claims.



Strategies for Writers and Readers

For Writers

¢ Ensure that each supporting statement directly relates to and reinforces the central idea.
¢ Use evidence from reputable sources, such as research studies like Easterlin's.

e Clearly connect supporting statements to the main argument through logical transitions.

For Readers

¢ |dentify the main idea early in the text.
¢ Highlight or note statements that provide evidence or elaboration.

* Assess how each supporting statement contributes to understanding or convincing the central

argument.

Conclusion: The Power of Supporting Statements in Effective

Communication

The ability to pinpoint which statements best support the author's central idea is vital for critical

reading, writing, and comprehension. In the case of the statement "Easterlin Found That Kids," its



significance lies in its potential to provide empirical backing for claims related to children's well-being,
economic impacts, or social conditions. Whether analyzing academic texts or crafting persuasive
essays, understanding and utilizing supporting statements enhances clarity, strengthens arguments,
and fosters a deeper understanding of the material. Mastering this skill empowers readers to engage
more critically with texts and enables writers to construct compelling, evidence-based arguments that

resonate with their audience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the statement 'Easterlin Found That Kids' suggest about
the author's central idea?

It indicates that the author is discussing research findings related to children's well-being or

development, supporting the central idea that certain factors influence children's happiness or success.

How does the statement 'Easterlin Found That Kids' reinforce the main
argument of the text?

It provides empirical evidence that highlights the importance of specific variables affecting children's

outcomes, thus strengthening the author's overall message.

Why is the statement 'Easterlin Found That Kids' considered a strong
support for the central idea?

Because it references a credible research finding, which lends authority and validity to the author's

claims about children's experiences or development.

What aspect of the author's central idea is emphasized by the



statement involving Easterlin's findings?

It emphasizes the relationship between economic or social factors and children's well-being, aligning

with the main theme of the text.

In what way does the statement 'Easterlin Found That Kids' connect
to the overall message of the passage?

It connects by illustrating a key piece of evidence that underpins the author's argument about the

factors influencing children's happiness or success.

Does the statement 'Easterlin Found That Kids' support the author's
claim about social or economic influences? Why or why not?

Yes, it supports the claim by referencing research that relates economic or social variables to

children's outcomes, reinforcing the author's point.

What can be inferred about the author's perspective based on the
statement 'Easterlin Found That Kids'?

The author likely emphasizes the importance of research and evidence in understanding issues

affecting children, indicating a data-driven or analytical perspective.

Additional Resources

Understanding Which Statement Best Supports the Author’s Central Idea

When analyzing a text, one of the most critical skills is identifying the statement that best supports the
author’s central idea. This process involves carefully examining the text for key claims, evidence, and
supporting details that reinforce the main message. In this guide, we'll explore how to determine which

statement from the text best supports the author's central idea, with a particular focus on the example



statement: "Easterlin found that kids". By the end of this article, you'll have a clear framework for
identifying supporting statements in any text, whether for academic purposes, professional analysis, or

personal understanding.

Understanding the Central Idea

Before selecting a supporting statement, it's essential to understand what the central idea is. The
central idea is the main point or the primary message the author aims to communicate. It often

appears in the thesis statement or the introduction, but it can also be inferred from the overall content.

Key Characteristics of the Central Idea:
- It encapsulates the main argument or purpose of the text.
- It is often broad but specific enough to guide the rest of the content.

- It is supported by details, evidence, and examples throughout the text.
Example:

If the text discusses the relationship between economic growth and happiness, the central idea might

be: "Economic growth alone does not lead to increased happiness among populations."

Identifying Supporting Statements

Supporting statements are pieces of evidence or claims that bolster the central idea. They provide

explanations, data, examples, or reasoning that clarify or validate the main point.



Types of Supporting Statements:

- Empirical Evidence: Data or findings from research.

- Examples: Specific cases or anecdotes.

- Statistics: Quantitative data that illustrate a point.

- Expert Opinions: Statements from authorities in the field.

- Logical Reasoning: Arguments that connect ideas logically.

In Practice:
Suppose the central idea is about the impact of education on income levels. A supporting statement
might be:

"Studies show that individuals with college degrees tend to earn significantly more than those without."

Analyzing the Statement: "Easterlin Found That Kids"

The statement "Easterlin found that kids" appears to reference a research finding by economist
Richard Easterlin, likely related to happiness, income, or well-being across different age groups or
economic conditions. To determine if this statement supports the author's central idea, consider the

following steps:

Step 1: Clarify the Context
- What is the broader topic of the text?
- Is it about happiness, economic factors, childhood development, or social trends?

- What is the central message the author is trying to convey?

Step 2: Analyze the Content of the Statement
- What specific finding does Easterlin's research reveal?

- How does this finding relate to the main argument?



Step 3: Assess Supportiveness
- Does this statement provide evidence that directly reinforces the central idea?

- Is it relevant, specific, and credible?

How to Determine the Best Supporting Statement

When faced with multiple statements, use the following criteria to identify the one that best supports

the central idea:

1. Relevance
Does the statement directly relate to the main argument?
Example: If the central idea pertains to childhood happiness, a statement about kids’ well-being is

highly relevant.

2. Specificity
Is the statement specific enough to lend weight to the argument?
Example: A vague statement like "Easterlin found that kids are happy" is less supportive than one that

specifies how and under what conditions.

3. Credibility
Is the source credible? Is it based on research or expert opinion?
Example: A finding attributed to Richard Easterlin, a well-known economist, carries more weight than

an unverified claim.

4. Evidence of Causality or Correlation
Does the statement imply a cause-and-effect relationship or a strong correlation?
Example: "Easterlin found that income levels correlate with happiness among kids" suggests

supportive evidence for a central theme about economic factors and well-being.



5. Consistency with the Central Idea

Does the statement align with and reinforce the main point, or does it diverge?

Application: Evaluating "Easterlin Found That Kids"

Let's apply these criteria to evaluate the statement:

"Easterlin found that kids" — What does this imply?
- Likely refers to Easterlin’s research on happiness or well-being among children.
- The full statement might be: "Easterlin found that kids' happiness levels are more influenced by

family income than by external factors."

Assessing Its Supportiveness:

- Relevance: If the central idea discusses economic influences on happiness, this is relevant.

- Specificity: The snippet is incomplete, so it would depend on the full context.

- Credibility: Easterlin's research is well-respected in economics and social sciences.

- Evidence: If the full statement elaborates on findings about children’s happiness or socio-economic

impacts, it provides strong support.

Conclusion:
If the full statement connects Easterlin's research to the central theme—say, the relationship between

income and happiness—then it is likely the best supporting statement.



Strategies for Choosing the Best Supporting Statement

To effectively identify the statement that best supports the central idea, follow these strategies:

1. Read the Entire Context
Always consider the full paragraph or section where the statement appears. Partial information can be

misleading.

2. Summarize the Main Point

Restate what you believe the central idea is, then see which statement aligns most closely.

3. Compare and Contrast
If multiple statements seem relevant, analyze how each one relates to the central idea and pick the

most direct and compelling support.

4. Use Annotation

Underline or highlight key claims and supporting details to visualize connections.

Practical Examples and Exercises

Example 1:

Central idea: "Children’s happiness is heavily influenced by their social environment."
Supporting statements:

A) "Easterlin's study showed that income levels have little impact on kids’ happiness."
B) "Research indicates that kids who have strong friendships report higher happiness."

Best support: B) — directly relates social environment to happiness.



Example 2:

Central idea: "Economic factors play a crucial role in determining individual well-being."
Supporting statements:

A) "Easterlin found that higher income correlates with increased happiness."

B) "Many children enjoy playing outdoors."

Best support: A) — aligns with economic factors influencing well-being.

Conclusion: Mastering the Art of Supporting Statements

Identifying which statement from the text best supports the author’s central idea is a skill that
combines careful reading, critical thinking, and contextual analysis. When evaluating statements like
"Easterlin found that kids," consider the relevance, specificity, credibility, and alignment with the main
argument. By applying structured criteria and strategies, you can confidently select the strongest

supporting evidence in any text, enhancing your comprehension and analytical abilities.

Remember, the key is to look for evidence that most directly and convincingly reinforces the core
message. With practice, this skill will become an intuitive part of your reading and analysis toolkit,

empowering you to engage deeply with texts and craft well-supported arguments in your own writing.
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