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Understanding the use of infinitive verbs is a fundamental aspect of
mastering English grammar. In this article, we will analyze the sentence "He
played hockey brilliantly" to determine whether it contains an infinitive
verb and explore the broader concept of infinitives in English. Whether
you're a student, a teacher, or someone interested in improving your language
skills, this comprehensive guide will clarify the function of infinitives,
how to identify them, and their role within sentences.

---

What Is an Infinitive Verb?

Definition of Infinitives
An infinitive is the base form of a verb often preceded by the word "to". It
is considered a non-finite verb form because it does not change to indicate
tense, number, or person. Examples include:
- to run
- to eat
- to write
- to play

Infinitives can function as nouns, adjectives, or adverbs within a sentence.
Their versatility allows them to serve various grammatical roles.

Common Uses of Infinitives
Infinitives are typically used to:
- Express purpose (e.g., She studies to improve her skills.)
- Complement certain verbs (e.g., I hope to see you soon.)
- Indicate intention or plan (e.g., They decided to leave early.)
- Function as subjects or objects in sentences (e.g., To read is to explore.)

Identifying Infinitive Verbs in Sentences

How to Recognize Infinitives
The key features of infinitive verbs include:
- Presence of "to" followed by the base form of the verb (e.g., to go, to
see)
- Not conjugated for tense or subject agreement



- Can appear at the beginning, middle, or end of a sentence

Examples of Infinitive Usage

She loves to dance on weekends.

He decided to learn French.

They want to travel the world.

Analyzing the Sentence: "He played hockey
brilliantly"

Sentence Breakdown
Let's analyze the sentence: "He played hockey brilliantly."

- Subject: He
- Verb: played
- Object: hockey
- Adverb: brilliantly

Does the Sentence Contain an Infinitive?
To determine if there is an infinitive, look for the "to" + base verb
construction. In this sentence:
- The verb "played" is the simple past tense of "play."
- The phrase "hockey" is the object of the verb.
- The adverb "brilliantly" describes how he played.

Importantly, the sentence does not contain "to" + verb, which would form an
infinitive. Instead, it uses the past tense form "played."

Conclusion on the Use of Infinitive
Based on the structure, the sentence "He played hockey brilliantly" does not
contain an infinitive verb. It uses the simple past tense of the verb "play"
rather than an infinitive form.

---

Common Mistakes and Clarifications



Mistake: Confusing "to" + Verb with Infinitive
Sometimes, learners mistake the presence of "to" with the use of an
infinitive. Remember:
- The infinitive always includes "to" + base verb.
- Not every "to" is part of an infinitive; some "to" words are prepositions
(e.g., "He went to the store.").

Is "He Played Hockey" an Infinitive Sentence?
No, because "played" is a past tense verb, not an infinitive. The infinitive
form would be "to play," which is absent here.

Other Examples of Sentences With Infinitive
Verbs

To better understand what constitutes an infinitive, here are some examples:

She wants to learn Spanish.1.

They decided to visit the museum.2.

His goal is to become a doctor.3.

I plan to start exercising regularly.4.

We hope to see the stars tonight.5.

In each of these sentences, the "to" + verb forms are clearly infinitives
performing various grammatical functions.

Summary: Does "He played hockey brilliantly"
contain an infinitive?

- The sentence "He played hockey brilliantly" contains a simple past tense
verb, "played."
- It does not include the "to" + base verb structure necessary for an
infinitive.
- Therefore, this sentence does not have an infinitive verb.

---

Why Understanding Infinitives Matters in
English Grammar



Enhances Sentence Construction
Knowing how to identify and use infinitives allows for more varied and
precise sentence construction. Infinitives can act as subjects, objects, or
complements, enriching your language skills.

Improves Reading and Comprehension
Recognizing infinitives helps in parsing complex sentences and understanding
the nuances of meaning, especially in academic and professional contexts.

Assists in Grammar and Writing Tests
Many language proficiency exams assess knowledge of verb forms, including
infinitives. Mastery ensures better scores and clearer communication.

Tips to Master Infinitives

Practice identifying "to" + base verb in sentences.

Pay attention to how infinitives function as nouns, adjectives, or
adverbs.

Use exercises that focus on transforming sentences with and without
infinitives.

Read widely to see examples of infinitives in context.

---

Final Thoughts

The question "Which one of the following sentences has the use of an
infinitive verb?" often challenges learners to distinguish between different
verb forms. In the specific sentence "He played hockey brilliantly," there is
no infinitive used. Instead, the sentence employs a simple past tense verb
"played," with no "to" + base verb construction present.

Understanding the role and identification of infinitives is crucial for
mastering English grammar. While this particular sentence does not contain an
infinitive, recognizing when and how infinitives are used will enhance your
language proficiency, enabling you to craft more complex and expressive
sentences.

Whether you're analyzing sentences for grammar exercises, enhancing your
writing, or improving comprehension, a solid grasp of infinitive verbs is an
invaluable skill in the arsenal of English language learning.

---

In summary:



- The sentence "He played hockey brilliantly" does not contain an infinitive
verb.
- Infinitives are characterized by "to" + base verb.
- Recognizing infinitives helps in understanding sentence structure and
improving communication.

By practicing identification and usage, you will become more confident in
your command of English grammar, leading to clearer, more effective writing
and speaking skills.

Frequently Asked Questions

Which sentence correctly uses an infinitive verb?

None of the provided options include an infinitive verb; the sentence 'He
played hockey brilliantly' does not contain an infinitive.

What is an infinitive verb in English grammar?

An infinitive verb is the base form of a verb often preceded by 'to', such as
'to play', 'to run', or 'to eat'.

Does the sentence 'He played hockey brilliantly'
contain an infinitive verb?

No, the sentence does not contain an infinitive verb; it uses the past tense
of 'play' without 'to'.

Which of the following sentences contains an
infinitive: 'He wants to swim' or 'He played hockey'?

'He wants to swim' contains the infinitive 'to swim', whereas 'He played
hockey' does not.

How can I identify an infinitive verb in a sentence?

Look for the phrase that begins with 'to' followed by a verb, such as 'to
eat', 'to run', or 'to think'.

Can the sentence 'He played hockey brilliantly' be
modified to include an infinitive?

Yes, for example: 'He wanted to play hockey brilliantly.'

What is the main difference between a finite verb and
an infinitive?

A finite verb shows tense and agrees with the subject, while an infinitive is
the base form of the verb, often preceded by 'to', and does not show tense.



Additional Resources
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In the realm of English grammar, understanding the function and form of verbs
is fundamental to mastering the language. Among the various verb forms, the
infinitive holds a unique place due to its versatility and significance in
sentence structure. The question posed—"Which one of the following sentences
has the use of an infinitive verb?"—serves as a gateway to explore the nature
of infinitives, their grammatical roles, and how they differ from other verb
forms. In this article, we delve into the concept of infinitives, analyze the
provided sentence, and clarify how to identify infinitive verbs in English
sentences, equipping readers with the knowledge to recognize and correctly
utilize this essential grammatical structure.

---

Understanding the Infinitive Verb: Definition
and Characteristics

What Is an Infinitive?
An infinitive is the base form of a verb usually preceded by the word "to."
It is considered the most basic form of a verb that can function as a noun,
adjective, or adverb within a sentence. The typical structure is:

to + base verb

For example:
- to run
- to eat
- to play
- to write

While "to" is standard, some grammatical contexts, especially after modal
verbs or in certain idiomatic expressions, may omit "to," but generally, the
infinitive includes "to."

Characteristics of Infinitives
Infinitives have several key features:
- Non-finite verb form: They do not change to indicate tense or number.
- Function as nouns, adjectives, or adverbs: They can serve various
grammatical roles.
- Can be complemented: Often, infinitives are followed by objects or
complements, e.g., "to read a book," "to solve the problem."

Common Uses of Infinitives in Sentences
Infinitives are versatile and appear in different contexts:
- Subject of a sentence: To learn a new language is exciting.
- Object of a verb: She wants to travel the world.



- Complement after certain adjectives: It’s important to be punctual.
- Part of an infinitive phrase that functions as an adverb or adjective: He
came to see the doctor. / This is the place to relax.

---

Analyzing the Sentence: "He Played Hockey
Brilliantly."

The sentence under scrutiny is:

"He played hockey brilliantly."

At first glance, this sentence appears straightforward, describing a past
action performed skillfully. But does it contain an infinitive verb?

Breaking Down the Sentence
- Subject: He
- Verb: played
- Object: hockey
- Adverbial modifier: brilliantly

The verb "played" is the simple past tense of "play," indicating an action
completed in the past. The word "hockey" acts as the object of the verb,
showing what was played. The adverb "brilliantly" describes how he played.

Is There an Infinitive in This Sentence?
No. The sentence "He played hockey brilliantly" does not contain the
infinitive form "to + verb." Instead, it uses the simple past tense of the
verb "play" without "to." The phrase "to play" is the infinitive form, but it
does not appear explicitly in this sentence.

Therefore, the sentence does not contain an infinitive verb.

---

Distinguishing Infinitives from Other Verb
Forms

How to Recognize an Infinitive?
To identify an infinitive in a sentence, look for:
- The "to" + base form of the verb.
- Its function within the sentence.

For example:
- She wants to learn French. (Infinitive as object)
- This is the place to relax. (Infinitive as adjective)



- He came to see the doctor. (Infinitive as purpose)

Common Mistakes in Identifying Infinitives
- Confusing infinitives with other verb forms: For example, "played" is past
tense, not an infinitive.
- Omitting "to" in infinitive identification: Remember that "to" is usually
part of the infinitive, but after certain modal verbs, the "to" is omitted
(e.g., can, may, must).

Examples of Sentences with Infinitives
- She hopes to visit Paris someday.
- They decided to leave early.
- It’s hard to understand him sometimes.

---

The Role of Infinitives in Sentence
Construction

Infinitives as Subjects
Infinitives can act as the subject of a sentence, often expressing goals,
intentions, or abstract concepts.
- Example: To succeed requires hard work.

Infinitives as Objects
They frequently follow verbs to complete their meaning.
- Example: He plans to start a new project.

Infinitives as Modifiers
Infinitives can describe nouns, providing more detail.
- Example: This is a good time to act.

Infinitive Phrases
An infinitive phrase includes the "to" + verb plus any complements or
modifiers.
- Example: She has decided to pursue her dreams.

---



Practical Tips for Identifying Infinitives in
Sentences

- Look for "to" + base verb: The most straightforward indicator.
- Check for verb function: Does the verb serve as a noun, adjective, or
adverb? If yes, consider whether it's an infinitive.
- Review sentence structure: If the verb is in past tense or participle form,
it's not an infinitive.
- Be aware of common infinitive phrases: Phrases like "to be," "to have," "to
do," etc., are classic infinitives.

---

Conclusion: Applying Knowledge to the Original
Question

Returning to the original prompt—"Which one of the following sentences has
the use of an infinitive verb?"—and the provided example sentence, "He played
hockey brilliantly," the analysis demonstrates that this sentence does not
contain an infinitive form.

Instead, the infinitive form would appear as "to play" (e.g., "He likes to
play hockey"). Recognizing such structures is essential for grammatical
mastery, especially in contexts such as language learning, editing, or
advanced writing.

In summary:
- Infinitives are the base form of verbs preceded by "to."
- They function in various grammatical roles.
- They do not change tense or number.
- Recognizing infinitives involves looking for "to" + verb and understanding
their function within the sentence.

Final note: When analyzing sentences or constructing your own, consider the
role of infinitives carefully. They add clarity, variety, and depth to
language, making your communication more precise and nuanced.

---

In essence, the key to identifying an infinitive verb lies in understanding
its structure, function, and placement within sentences—an essential skill
for anyone aiming to elevate their command of English grammar.
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