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According to George Orwell’s renowned novella Animal Farm, the depiction of the working class is a
powerful critique of societal structures, class dynamics, and political corruption. Orwell’s narrative uses
allegory to explore how the proletariat, or working class, can be exploited, manipulated, and ultimately
betrayed by those in power. This article delves into Orwell’s perspective on the working class as portrayed
in Animal Farm, analyzing key themes, characters, and messages that reveal his understanding of class

struggle and social justice.

Understanding Orwell’s Perspective on the Working Class

George Orwell’s Animal Farm is an allegorical novella that exposes the corrupting influence of power and
the betrayal of revolutionary ideals. Through the depiction of farm animals, Orwell illustrates the dynamics
of class and the ways in which the working class can be manipulated by ruling elites. His portrayal is
rooted in a critical view of totalitarian regimes, especially those that claim to represent the proletariat but

instead serve the interests of a privileged few.

Orwell’s perspective is shaped by his experiences with Soviet communism and his broader critique of
oppressive political systems. He emphasizes that the working class, represented by the animals, is
inherently capable of revolution and change but often falls victim to exploitation and false promises. Orwell
suggests that without vigilance and genuine leadership, the working class risks becoming pawns in a cycle

of power and corruption.

Key Themes Highlighting the Working Class in Animal Farm

1. Exploitation and Oppression

- The animals on the farm symbolize the working class subjected to exploitation.



- Despite their efforts and sacrifices, the animals are kept in a state of hardship by the pigs, who assume
leadership.

- The initial ideals of equality are betrayed as the pigs manipulate the other animals for their own benefit.

2. False Promises of Equality

- The pigs, especially Napoleon and Snowball, promise a better life for all animals, mirroring political
rhetoric aimed at the proletariat.
- However, these promises are broken, revealing the gap between rhetoric and reality.

- The working animals are deceived into working harder under the illusion of a fairer society.

3. The Betrayal of Revolutionary Ideals

- The revolution initially aims to establish equality among all animals.
- Over time, the pigs establish a hierarchy that privileges them, mirroring how revolutionary movements
often betray their founding principles.

- This betrayal underscores Orwell’s critique of how the working class’s aspirations are often co-opted.

4. Power Corrupts

- The pigs’ increasing greed and corruption exemplify how power corrupts, even those who claim to
represent the working class.

- The phrase “All animals are equal, but some animals are more equal than others” encapsulates this
corruption.

- Orwell warns that without checks and balances, leaders can become oppressors of the very class they

claim to represent.

Characters as Symbols of the Working Class and Its Oppressors

1. Boxer the Horse

- Represents the proletariat’s working class—hardworking, loyal, and willing to sacrifice.
- His personal motto, “I will work harder,” symbolizes the exploited worker’s acceptance of hardship.
- Despite his dedication, Boxer is ultimately betrayed and sent to the knacker’s yard, illustrating how the

working class can be discarded once no longer useful.



2. Napoleon the Pig

- Embodies the corrupt ruling class that seizes power and exploits the workers.
- His rise to power reflects how leaders can manipulate revolutionary ideals for personal gain.

- His authoritarian rule highlights the betrayal of the working class’s aspirations.

3. Squealer the Pig

- Acts as the propagandist, spreading lies to justify the pigs’ actions.

- Represents the manipulative media or political propaganda that distorts truth to control the working class.

4. The Other Animals

- Symbolize the working masses—various types of laborers and oppressed groups.
- Their passive acceptance of exploitation mirrors real-world complacency or lack of awareness about their

exploitation.

Orwell’s Critique of the Working Class’s Role in Power

Structures

1. The Illusion of Unity

- Orwell portrays the initial unity among animals as a hopeful sign of collective power.
- However, this unity is fragile and easily betrayed by those seeking personal gain.

- The novella suggests that true collective power requires vigilance and genuine leadership.

2. The Danger of Naivety and Blind Loyalty

- Characters like Boxer exemplify blind loyalty, which can be exploited by corrupt leaders.

- Orwell warns that unquestioning devotion can facilitate tyranny and injustice.

3. The Need for Awareness and Critical Thinking

- Orwell emphasizes the importance of critical awareness among the working class.
- The animals’ failure to recognize their exploitation allows the pigs to consolidate power.

- Education and consciousness are key tools for the working class to challenge oppression.



4. The Cyclical Nature of Oppression

- Orwell illustrates how revolutionary movements can regress into tyranny, trapping the working class in
a perpetual cycle of exploitation.

- The novella underscores the importance of vigilance to prevent history from repeating itself.

Implications for Contemporary Society

Orwell’s Animal Farm remains highly relevant in understanding the dynamics of the working class today.

His critique highlights that:

- Power often corrupts those who claim to represent the working class.
- False promises and propaganda can deceive the masses, leading to continued exploitation.
- Unity among the working class is vital but fragile, requiring awareness, organization, and vigilance.

- Historical lessons about revolution, betrayal, and power serve as warnings against complacency.

This understanding encourages readers to critically evaluate political rhetoric, recognize manipulation, and

support genuine efforts for social justice and equality.

Conclusion: Orwell’s Message on the Working Class

In Animal Farm, Orwell presents a nuanced and critical view of the working class’s role within oppressive
systems. He acknowledges their capacity for rebellion and change but also warns of their vulnerability to
exploitation and betrayal. Through allegory, Orwell urges the working class to remain vigilant, seek
education, and challenge corrupt leadership to achieve true equality. His work serves as a timeless
reminder that social justice requires active participation, awareness, and resistance against manipulation and

tyranny.
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Frequently Asked Questions

How does Orwell portray the working class in 'Animal Farm'?

Orwell depicts the working class as the oppressed and exploited group, often manipulated by those in

power for their own benefit, highlighting their lack of awareness and agency.

What is Orwell's perspective on the consciousness of the working class in
'Animal Farm"?

Orwell suggests that the working class is often kept uneducated and divided, which prevents them from

recognizing their exploitation and rising against oppressive regimes.

According to Orwell, what role does propaganda play in the working

class's perception of their situation?

Propaganda is used to brainwash the working class into accepting their conditions, making them believe in

the righteousness of their leaders and discouraging rebellion.

How does Orwell illustrate the betrayal of the working class by the
ruling elite on the farm?

Orwell shows that the pigs and leadership manipulate the working animals, especially the proletariat, to

serve their own interests, leading to betrayal and continued oppression.

What does Orwell imply about the potential for the working class to
challenge authority in '"Animal Farm"?

Orwell implies that the working class's potential for rebellion is hindered by manipulation, ignorance, and

fear, making collective action difficult.

How does the allegory in 'Animal Farm' reflect Orwell’s view on class
struggle?

The allegory demonstrates the cyclical nature of oppression, where the working class remains subjugated

despite revolutionary efforts, highlighting the difficulty of true emancipation.

In what way does Orwell critique the leadership's relationship with the



working animals?

Orwell critiques how the leadership, especially the pigs, exploit the working animals, promising equality

while consolidating power and privilege for themselves.

‘What lessons about the working class does Orwell aim to convey through
'Animal Farm"?

Orwell aims to convey that awareness, education, and solidarity are crucial for the working class to resist

exploitation and seek genuine equality.

How does Orwell's depiction of the working class relate to real-world

revolutionary movements?

Orwell's depiction suggests that without vigilance and education, revolutionary movements can be co-

opted or betrayed by those in power, leading to new forms of tyranny.

What is Orwell's overall message about the fate of the working class in

oppressive societies?

Orwell's message is that the working class is vulnerable to manipulation and exploitation unless they

become aware of their power and organize collectively to challenge their oppressors.

Additional Resources

Formulate Your Understanding Of The Working Class Based On Orwell’s Point Of View in Animal Farm

George Orwell’s Animal Farm is often heralded as a profound allegory that critiques totalitarian regimes
and explores the corrupting influence of power. Beyond its immediate political commentary, Orwell’s
novella offers a compelling and nuanced perspective on the nature of the working class, its vulnerabilities,
and its role within oppressive systems. To fully grasp Orwell’s stance, it is essential to analyze Animal
Farm through his lens—examining how he portrays the working class, their consciousness, agency, and the

factors that influence their fate.

This in-depth review seeks to articulate Orwell’s understanding of the working class as depicted in Animal
Farm, exploring themes of class consciousness, manipulation, complacency, and revolution. By dissecting
key characters, symbols, and narrative developments, we aim to uncover Orwell’s critique and insights

regarding the working class’s position within oppressive political structures.



Orwell’s Perspective on the Working Class: An Overview

George Orwell’s writings consistently reflect a concern with social justice, anti-authoritarianism, and the
plight of the common people. In Animal Farm, these themes manifest vividly through the depiction of the
farm’s animals, primarily the working class represented by the pigs, horses, and other laboring animals.
Orwell portrays the working class not as inherently submissive but as susceptible to manipulation and

complacency when faced with exploitation and ideological distortion.

Orwell’s perspective is nuanced: he recognizes the potential for the working class to overthrow their
oppressors but also warns against their passive acceptance or uncritical loyalty that can enable tyranny. The
novella underscores how power elites often manipulate the proletariat’s hopes and frustrations, leading to

betrayal and continued suffering.

In essence, Orwell sees the working class as a vital agent of change but one that requires awareness,

education, and vigilance to avoid exploitation.

The Working Class as Symbolized by the Animals

The Laboring Animals: The Backbone of the Farm

In Animal Farm, the animals symbolize different segments of society, with the working animals—the
horses, cows, and other laborers—embodying the proletariat. Boxer, the strong and loyal horse, epitomizes
the hardworking, dutiful worker. His personal motto, “I will work harder,” exemplifies the idealization of

labor and the belief that perseverance alone can sustain the revolution.

Orwell uses Boxer’s tragic fate to critique the exploitation of the working class: despite his unwavering
loyalty and relentless effort, he is ultimately betrayed by the very leaders he trusted. His downfall reveals
Orwell’s view that the working class, although vital to societal progress, often lacks the awareness or means

to protect itself from manipulation and betrayal.

The horses and other laboring animals are depicted as physically resilient but intellectually naive or
uneducated. Their unquestioning obedience and inability to critically analyze the changing political
landscape reflect Orwell’s concern that the working class’s lack of political consciousness makes them

vulnerable to exploitation.



The Role of the Pigs: The New Elite

While the working animals symbolize the proletariat, the pigs—particularly Napoleon and
Squealer—represent the corrupt elite that seizes power. Orwell portrays this new ruling class as initially
revolutionary but ultimately degenerating into tyranny. Their manipulation of language, propaganda, and

fear facilitates the suppression of the working class.

This dichotomy underscores Orwell’s view that the working class, if left uneducated or unorganized, can
be co-opted by those seeking power. The pigs’ betrayal of the original revolutionary ideals demonstrates

how power dynamics shift, leaving the proletariat disillusioned and oppressed.

Class Consciousness and Its Erosion

The Illusion of Unity and the Betrayal of Ideals

Orwell vividly depicts how the working class’s collective consciousness can be exploited for political ends.
When the animals first overthrow Mr. Jones, they believe in a shared vision of equality and justice.
However, the pigs quickly manipulate this aspiration, fostering a false sense of unity while consolidating

their own privileges.

This erosion of class consciousness is central to Orwell’s critique. The animals’ initial revolutionary fervor
gradually dissolves into acceptance of their subjugation, exemplified by Boxer’s blind faith in “Animalism”
and his belief that “I will work harder.” His tragic fate symbolizes how the working class’s hope and trust

can be exploited when revolutionary ideals are undermined by corrupt leadership.

Orwell warns that without critical awareness and education, the working class risks internalizing false

narratives and accepting their subordinate status, thus perpetuating a cycle of exploitation.

Manipulation through Language and Propaganda

A key element Orwell emphasizes is the role of language in maintaining class divisions. Squealer’s
propaganda, which rewrites history and justifies the pigs’ privileges, illustrates how the ruling class

controls the narrative to sustain their dominance.

For the working class, Orwell suggests, awareness of propaganda and critical thinking are essential tools for



emancipation. The animals’ failure to recognize the manipulation signifies a collective failure that allows

the elite to maintain power and suppress dissent.

Orwell’s Critique of Passivity and Complacency

The Dangers of Unquestioning Loyalty

One of Orwell’s most salient points is the danger posed by passive obedience among the working class.
Boxer’s unwavering faith in the leadership exemplifies how loyalty without critical reflection can be
exploited. His personal motto, “I will work harder,” becomes a symbol of resigned acceptance rather than

active resistance.

Orwell argues that such complacency stems from a lack of education, fear, or a sense of helplessness. The
animals’ inability or unwillingness to challenge authority enables the pigs’ rise to power and the

subsequent betrayal of revolutionary ideals.

The Role of Education in Empowering the Working Class

Throughout Animal Farm, Orwell underscores the importance of education in fostering awareness and
resistance. The animals’ lack of literacy and critical understanding makes them susceptible to manipulation.
Orwell suggests that an informed and educated working class is vital to prevent the rise of oppressive

regimes.
Boxer’s tragic demise exemplifies the consequences of such ignorance. His belief that “If Comrade Napoleon

says it, it must be right” epitomizes the dangerous reliance on authority without question. Orwell advocates

for fostering critical consciousness among the proletariat as a safeguard against tyranny.

Revolution and Its Disillusionments



The Promise of a New Society

Orwell portrays the initial revolutionary uprising as a genuine attempt by the working class to attain
equality and justice. The animals’ overthrow of Mr. Jones symbolizes a desire for liberation from

exploitation.

However, Orwell’s depiction reveals that revolutionary movements are often doomed to disillusionment if
the working class fails to maintain vigilance and organization. The transition from Animal Farm’s
egalitarian beginnings to its totalitarian end exemplifies how revolutionary ideals can be corrupted when

power concentrates among a few.

The Cycle of Oppression

Orwell suggests that without systemic safeguards and an educated populace, the cycle of oppression repeats
itself. The working class, after overthrowing one oppressor, risks becoming what they fought against if

they do not remain conscious of their rights and the importance of collective action.

Animal Farm functions as a warning: revolutionary fervor alone is insufficient; sustained effort, education,

and vigilance are necessary to prevent tyranny from re-establishing itself.

Conclusion: Orwell’s Final Reflection on the Working Class

George Orwell’s Animal Farm offers a sobering insight into the nature of the working class within
oppressive systems. Orwell does not depict the proletariat as inherently submissive or passive but
emphasizes their vulnerability to manipulation, misinformation, and complacency. The animals’
journey—from revolutionary hope to betrayed loyalty—serves as a cautionary tale about the importance of

political awareness, education, and active participation.

Orwell’s nuanced understanding suggests that the working class possesses the potential for revolutionary
change but must be equipped with the tools of critical thinking and organization to realize that potential.
Without such safeguards, they remain susceptible to the corrupting influence of power, ultimately

perpetuating cycles of oppression.

In sum, Orwell’s Animal Farm underscores that the fate of the working class hinges on their consciousness
and vigilance. It is a call for awareness and agency—reminding us that freedom and equality are fragile

achievements that require continual effort to defend.



Key Takeaways:

- The working class in Animal Farm is symbolized by laboring animals like Boxer and the horses.

- Their loyalty and hard work are exploited by the pigs, representing corrupt elites.

- Lack of education and critical awareness makes the proletariat vulnerable to manipulation.

- The novella emphasizes the importance of consciousness, organization, and skepticism to prevent tyranny.
- Orwell warns that revolutionary ideals can be betrayed if the working class remains passive or

uneducated.

Through this detailed allegory, Orwell offers a powerful critique of social and political complacency, urging

the working class—and all of us—to remain vigilant in safeguarding our rights and freedoms.
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