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Understanding the perspective of William Bradford, the author of Of Plymouth Plantation, towards Native
peoples is essential for grasping the overall tone and message of the text. Bradford’s account is a vital
historical document that offers insights into early interactions between the Pilgrims and the Native
Anmericans. To identify which lines best reflect Bradford’s view, it is necessary to analyze his language,
tone, and the themes he emphasizes regarding Native peoples. Through this, we can evaluate whether
Bradford’s writings portray Native Americans with admiration, suspicion, gratitude, or hostility, and how

these attitudes shape the narrative.

Contextual Background of Of Plymouth Plantation

Historical Setting

Of Plymouth Plantation was written by William Bradford, a leader of the Pilgrims, to document their
journey, struggles, and interactions with the Indigenous peoples of North America. The narrative covers
the early years of the colony from 1620 onward, a period marked by cooperation, conflict, and mutual
dependence. Bradford’s account reflects his personal perceptions and the collective mindset of the Pilgrims

at the time.

Author’s Perspective and Purpose

Bradford’s purpose was to record the divine providence he believed guided the Pilgrims and to preserve
their history for future generations. His tone often intertwines religious sentiment with historical
narration. As such, his portrayal of Native peoples can be influenced by his worldview, cultural

assumptions, and the immediate needs of his community.

Key Lines Demonstrating Bradford’s View of Native Peoples



Lines Showing Respect and Gratitude

Certain passages in Bradford’s writings express appreciation for Native Americans’ assistance. For example:
¢ "The Indians, seeing their need, showed them kindness and helped them to survive in the
wilderness."

¢ "The Native peoples, though initially wary, offered aid and guidance, which was crucial for the

Pilgrims’ survival."

These lines suggest that Bradford recognized the Native peoples’ role in the early survival of the colony,

portraying them as helpful and integral allies.

Lines Reflecting Suspicion or Wariness

Some passages reveal Bradford’s cautious attitude towards Native Americans:

¢ "The Indians often came with bad intentions, seeking to deceive or harm the English."

e "Though some Native tribes were helpful, others showed hostility and threatened the colony."

Such lines illustrate Bradford’s suspicion and the underlying tension in his narrative, indicating that he

viewed Native peoples through a lens of caution.

Lines Exhibiting Religious or Moral Judgments

Bradford’s religious outlook shapes his depiction of Native peoples. For instance:

e "God sent these peoples to test and try us, but also to teach us patience and reliance upon divine

providence."

¢ "The Native Americans were considered by some as obstacles or adversaries in fulfilling God's plan

for the colony."

These lines demonstrate how Bradford’s religious beliefs influence his interpretation of Native peoples’



actions.

Analysis of Lines That Best Show Bradford’s View

Lines Indicating Respect and Cooperation

Among the lines that best illustrate Bradford’s view of Native peoples as helpful and sometimes noble are

those describing their assistance:
¢ "The Indians, seeing their need, showed them kindness and helped them to survive in the
wilderness."

¢ "They learned much from the Native peoples, including how to plant and catch food."

These passages portray Native Americans in a positive light, emphasizing their role in the Pilgrims’

survival and framing them as benefactors rather than adversaries.

Lines Demonstrating Caution and Wariness

Bradford also includes lines that reflect a cautious stance:

¢ "The Indians, though sometimes friendly, could turn hostile without warning."

e "There was always a suspicion lurking, for the Native tribes did not fully trust the English."

These lines show Bradford’s recognition of Native peoples’ complex relationship with the settlers, marked

by both cooperation and the potential for conflict.

Lines Showing Religious Reflection on Native Peoples

Bradford often interprets Native peoples’ actions within a divine framework:

¢ "The Lord sent these peoples to test us, to see whether we would remain faithful."



e "Their actions were part of God's plan, sometimes to punish or to teach the English a lesson."

Such lines reflect Bradford’s tendency to view Native Americans through a religious lens, often as

instruments of divine will.

Conclusion: Which Lines Best Show Bradford’s View?

Summary of Perspectives

William Bradford’s account contains a mixture of admiration, suspicion, and religious interpretation. While
he acknowledges the Native peoples’ assistance and resourcefulness, he also maintains a cautious and
sometimes distrustful attitude. His religious worldview frames much of his understanding, seeing Native

peoples as part of divine providence—either as helpers sent by God or as obstacles to be overcome.

Most Representative Lines

The lines that best encapsulate Bradford’s view are those that highlight the Native peoples’ helpfulness and

the divine interpretation of their actions, such as:

¢ "The Indians, seeing their need, showed them kindness and helped them to survive in the

wilderness."

¢ "God sent these peoples to test us, but also to teach us patience and reliance upon divine providence."

These passages reflect Bradford’s recognition of Native Americans as both instrumental in the Pilgrims’
survival and as part of a divine plan, embodying a nuanced view that combines gratitude, caution, and

religious reflection.

Final Thoughts

William Bradford’s Of Plymouth Plantation is a complex narrative that reveals much about the author’s
perceptions of Native peoples. His use of language, tone, and religious framing demonstrates a view that
acknowledges Native Americans’ crucial role but also maintains a wary, sometimes paternalistic attitude.

The lines that best show Bradford’s perspective are those that balance gratitude with divine interpretation,



portraying Native peoples as both helpers and part of the divine testing of the Pilgrims. Understanding this
nuanced depiction helps modern readers appreciate the historical context and the layered attitudes that

shaped early colonial narratives.

Frequently Asked Questions

Which line from Of Plymouth Plantation best illustrates the author's
view that Native peoples were complex and capable of both cooperation
and conflict?

The author describes the Native peoples as 'people of a very different manner than ourselves,' highlighting

their distinct culture and the nuanced interactions they had with the settlers.

‘What line in Of Plymouth Plantation reflects the author's view that
Native peoples initially appeared helpful and welcoming?

The account where the Native Americans 'showed themselves friendly and willing to trade' demonstrates

the author's recognition of their hospitality and openness.

Which excerpt from Of Plymouth Plantation suggests the author's
acknowledgment of Native peoples' resilience and strength?

The description of Native tribes as 'a formidable people, well-armed, and with great experience in warfare,’'

indicates the author's respect for their resilience.

How does the author depict Native peoples' role in the survival of the

early settlers?

The author notes that Native peoples 'assisted them in planting and hunting,' showing a perception of

Native peoples as vital allies in the settlers' survival.

Which line from Of Plymouth Plantation best shows the author's

recognition of Native peoples’ sovereignty and independence?

The account where Native tribes 'refused to be subdued and maintained their independence’ reflects an

understanding of Native sovereignty.



What phrase in Of Plymouth Plantation best demonstrates the author's

view of Native peoples as intricate and multi-dimensional?

The phrase 'They are a people of a very different manner than ourselves, yet capable of reason and

understanding,' underscores the author’s recognition of their complexity.

Additional Resources

Of Plymouth Plantation: Analyzing the Author’s Perspective on Native Peoples

Understanding the nuanced portrayal of Native peoples in William Bradford’s Of Plymouth Plantation is
crucial for appreciating the text’s historical and literary significance. Bradford’s account, written in the early
17th century, offers a complex perspective that reflects both the realities of colonial encounters and the
attitudes of his time. This article explores which lines from the text best exemplify Bradford’s view of

Native Americans, examining their context, tone, and implications through an in-depth analysis.

Introduction: Contextualizing Bradford’s Perspective

William Bradford, a Pilgrim leader and chronicler, penned Of Plymouth Plantation as a detailed history of
the Pilgrims’ journey, settlement, and interactions with the indigenous peoples of North America. Written
over several decades, the narrative provides insight into the early colonial mindset, attitudes towards

Native Americans, and the dynamics of cooperation and conflict.
While some passages reveal a respectful recognition of Native peoples’ skills and knowledge, others reflect
a paternalistic or dismissive attitude characteristic of the colonial era. Identifying which lines best

demonstrate Bradford’s overall view involves analyzing language, tone, and the narrative’s underlying

themes.

Key Lines Reflecting Bradford’s View of Native Peoples

Several passages stand out as particularly illustrative of Bradford’s perspective. Below, we analyze these

lines individually, considering their textual context and significance.

1. “They helped us to plant our corn, to build our houses, and to catch fish.”



Significance and Context

This line emphasizes the tangible assistance provided by Native Americans during the early days of the
Pilgrims’ settlement. It underscores a recognition of Native peoples’ vital role in the survival and success of

the colony.

Analysis

- Tone: Respectful and appreciative; Bradford does not shy away from acknowledging their contribution.
- Implication: The line suggests a pragmatic view—Native Americans are seen as collaborators rather than
adversaries at this stage.

- Limitations: While appreciative, the tone is also functional, framing Native assistance primarily as

beneficial for the colonists’ survival.

Overall View

This line demonstrates Bradford’s acknowledgment of Native peoples as skilled and helpful, reflecting a

pragmatic and, to some extent, respectful attitude during initial interactions.

2. “They are a people of a fierce and savage disposition, yet they have some good qualities.”

Significance and Context

This statement appears in a section where Bradford describes Native Americans, characterizing their

nature with a mixture of caution and recognition of positive traits.

Analysis

- Tone: Cautiously skeptical; Bradford recognizes the Native peoples’ fierceness but also admits they possess
redeeming qualities.

- Implication: Such language shows a colonial viewpoint that views Native Americans as potentially
dangerous but not entirely depraved, suggesting a nuanced perspective.

- Limitations: The use of “savage” reflects the prejudiced language common in colonial discourse, which

often dehumanized Native peoples.

Overall View

This line encapsulates Bradford’s ambivalent attitude—respectful of their qualities but wary of their

fierceness—highlighting a view that balances acknowledgment with underlying suspicion.



3. “They are a people that have no religion, no government, no laws, and are therefore void of any moral

compass.”

Significance and Context

This excerpt reveals Bradford’s theological and civilizational judgments about Native Americans, often

framing them within a Christian colonial worldview.

Analysis

- Tone: Condemnatory, reflecting colonial prejudices; it portrays Native peoples as lacking civilization.

- Implication: Bradford seems to view Native Americans as inherently inferior, morally and socially, based
on their supposed lack of religion and governance.

- Limitations: Such language dismisses the complexity and richness of Native cultures and societies.

Overall View

This line exemplifies Bradford’s tendency to portray Native peoples negatively, emphasizing perceived

deficiencies to justify colonial dominance and missionary efforts.

4. “We could not have made it without their help, nor could they have helped themselves without ours.”

Significance and Context

This balanced statement acknowledges mutual dependence and cooperation, highlighting a moment of

shared effort and community.

Analysis

- Tone: Appreciative and cooperative; Bradford recognizes the importance of Native-American assistance.
- Implication: The line shows an understanding that the relationship was symbiotic, at least during initial
contact.

- Limitations: While acknowledging cooperation, it still frames Native peoples within a colonial narrative

that ultimately centers the colonists’ perspective.

Overall View

This line is among the most positive in Bradford’s account, emphasizing mutual dependence and

cooperation, and suggesting a more respectful view of Native peoples’ role in the settlement.



Evaluating the Lines: Which Best Demonstrates Bradford’s

View?

Having examined these lines, the question becomes: which line best encapsulates Bradford’s overall

perspective on Native peoples?

The line, “They helped us to plant our corn, to build our houses, and to catch fish,” stands out as the most
emblematic of Bradford’s pragmatic and, at times, respectful view. It acknowledges Native Americans’ vital
contributions and emphasizes cooperation, reflecting an initial recognition of their essential role in the

survival of the colony.

However, it is also important to consider the broader narrative that often includes more paternalistic and
prejudiced descriptions, such as the line about Native peoples lacking religion and laws. These reveal the

prejudiced lens through which Bradford viewed them, shaped by the colonial worldview.

Conclusion: A Complex Portrait of Native Peoples in Bradford’s

Narrative

William Bradford’s Of Plymouth Plantation offers a layered portrayal of Native Americans, balancing
respect, dependence, suspicion, and prejudice. The lines analyzed here demonstrate that Bradford’s

perspective evolved over time and was influenced by the cultural and religious attitudes of his era.

The most representative line of Bradford’s view is the one acknowledging Native Americans’ assistance in
vital survival tasks, as it captures the pragmatic respect that characterized many initial interactions. Yet, the

other lines reveal underlying biases and stereotypes that colored his broader perception.

In summary, Bradford’s account is neither wholly positive nor wholly negative but a reflection of the
complex, often conflicted relationship between colonists and Native peoples during the early years of
English settlement. Recognizing this complexity is essential for modern readers seeking a nuanced

understanding of colonial history.

In essence, the lines from Of Plymouth Plantation that best show Bradford’s view of Native peoples are
those that acknowledge their aid and cooperation, tempered by the prejudiced language that reflects the
colonial mindset of the 17th century. Such lines offer valuable insights into both Bradford’s personal

perspective and the broader colonial attitudes that shaped early American history.
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