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Introduction to the Missionary Journey
The first missionary journey of the Apostle Paul is a pivotal event in Christian history. It marked the
beginning of the spread of Christianity beyond the confines of Jerusalem and Judea into the broader
Roman Empire. During this journey, Paul and his companions traveled through various cities,
establishing churches, and sharing the Gospel. Among the many significant moments of this journey,
a particular incident at Perga stands out—where a key individual left the mission and returned to
Jerusalem, impacting the course of the journey and the early Christian movement.

Setting the Scene: Perga in Paul’s Missionary Journey
Perga, located in modern-day Turkey near the Mediterranean coast, was an important city in the
Roman province of Pamphylia. It served as a strategic gateway for travelers heading inland or
returning to the coast. The city was known for its vibrant commerce, diverse population, and as a hub
for early Christian evangelism during Paul’s journey.

During Paul’s first missionary trip, recorded in the Book of Acts (Acts 13), the team paused in Perga
before continuing their mission to other regions. It was during this stop that a significant event
occurred involving one of Paul’s companions.

The Departure of John Mark
The individual who left and returned to Jerusalem while Paul continued his mission was John Mark,
also known simply as Mark. His departure has been a subject of biblical discussion and scholarly
debate, and understanding it offers insight into early Christian missions and relationships among the
apostles.

Who Was John Mark?
John Mark was a young Christian believed to be a relative of Barnabas, one of Paul’s companions. He
is traditionally considered the author of the Gospel of Mark and played an important role in the early
church.

Key facts about John Mark:



- He was part of the initial missionary team alongside Paul and Barnabas.
- His family hosted early Christian gatherings in Jerusalem.
- His journey with Paul and Barnabas marked one of the earliest Christian missions.

The Incident at Perga: Why Did John Mark Leave?
According to Acts 13:13, after traveling from Paphos to Perga, John Mark decided to leave the mission
and return to Jerusalem. The exact reasons for his departure are not explicitly detailed in the biblical
text, but several plausible explanations include:

- Physical exhaustion or illness: The journey was arduous, and young Mark might have been
overwhelmed.
- Fear or intimidation: Facing opposition, persecution, or unfamiliarity with the mission’s challenges.
- Personal or family reasons: Possibly influenced by family obligations or other commitments.
- Disagreements or disagreements: Tensions within the team, although this is speculative.

Impact of Mark’s Departure:
- Paul was reportedly disappointed with Mark’s decision, which later caused friction between Paul and
Barnabas.
- Barnabas, who was a cousin of Mark, wanted to give him a second chance, leading to a split in the
mission team.

The Significance of John Mark’s Departure
The departure of John Mark at Perga was more than a mere logistical hiccup; it had lasting
implications for the early church and for Paul’s mission.

Implications include:
- Team Dynamics: The split between Paul and Barnabas over Mark’s inclusion in future missions.
- Reputation and Redemption: Mark’s subsequent role in the early church demonstrated his growth
and repentance.
- Biblical Lessons: The incident highlights the importance of forgiveness, redemption, and
perseverance in ministry.

Paul’s Perspective on John Mark
Paul’s attitude towards John Mark evolved over time. Initially, he was disappointed with Mark’s
departure, as seen in Acts 15:36-40, where Paul refused to take Mark on a subsequent journey,
leading to a sharp disagreement with Barnabas. However, later writings suggest that Paul recognized
Mark’s value.

Notable references:
- In 2 Timothy 4:11, Paul writes, “Get Mark and bring him with you, because he is helpful to me in my
ministry,” indicating a restored relationship.



The Role of John Mark in the Early Church
After his departure at Perga, John Mark’s journey did not end. He later became a trusted companion of
Paul and Barnabas, participating in missionary work and church leadership.

Contributions of John Mark:
- He was instrumental in spreading Christianity in different regions.
- His Gospel (the Gospel of Mark) became one of the foundational texts of the New Testament.
- His story exemplifies growth, repentance, and the importance of second chances.

Lessons Learned from the Perga Incident
The story of John Mark’s departure at Perga offers several valuable lessons for modern readers and
Christian leaders:

- Perseverance in Ministry: Challenges and setbacks are part of the journey, but perseverance leads to
growth and greater effectiveness.
- Importance of Second Chances: Even those who falter can be restored and used in significant ways.
- Team Dynamics and Disagreements: Disagreements are natural, but reconciliation and
understanding are vital.
- Trust in God’s Sovereignty: God can use even difficult circumstances and mistakes to accomplish His
purpose.

Legacy of John Mark and the Missionary Journey
The legacy of John Mark’s journey, including his departure from Perga, underscores the transformative
power of faith and redemption. His initial failure did not define him; instead, his later contributions to
Christianity and his authorship of one of the Gospels highlight his importance.

The missionary journey of Paul, with its setbacks and successes, ultimately paved the way for the
widespread dissemination of Christianity. The incident at Perga reminds believers that even moments
of failure can be stepping stones toward a greater purpose.

Conclusion: The Enduring Impact of Perga’s Event
While at Perga on his first missionary journey, John Mark’s decision to leave and return to Jerusalem
was a significant event that shaped the early Christian mission. It caused temporary team divisions
but ultimately led to lessons of forgiveness, growth, and redemption. His story, intertwined with Paul’s
ministry, exemplifies how setbacks can be transformed into opportunities for God's work to flourish.

Today, the incident at Perga serves as a reminder that everyone, regardless of their initial failures,
can be restored and used mightily for God's kingdom. The journey of Paul and Mark continues to
inspire believers around the world to persevere in faith and service, trusting that God's plans are
greater than any obstacle or mistake.



Additional Resources for Understanding the First
Missionary Journey
- Bible Passages:
- Acts 13:1-13 (Paul’s first missionary journey)
- Acts 15:36-40 (Disagreement over Mark)
- 2 Timothy 4:11 (Paul’s later reference to Mark)
- Books & Commentaries:
- “The Acts of the Apostles” by William Barclay
- “Paul: A Biography” by N. T. Wright
- “The Life and Times of Paul” by F. F. Bruce
- Online Resources:
- Biblical archaeology sites exploring Perga
- Sermons and teachings on Paul’s missionary journeys

Final Thoughts
The story of John Mark’s departure at Perga and his subsequent redemption is a testament to the
grace and patience of God. It exemplifies that even when circumstances seem adverse, God's
purpose prevails. For modern believers, it encourages resilience, humility, and the importance of
trusting God's plan, no matter the setbacks encountered along the way.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who left Perga and returned to Jerusalem during Paul's first
missionary journey?
Barnabas left Perga and returned to Jerusalem while Paul continued his journey.

Why did Barnabas leave Paul and return to Jerusalem from
Perga?
Barnabas left to visit his family in Jerusalem, as recorded in Acts 13:13, which led to their separation
during the mission.

What was the significance of Barnabas leaving Perga during
the missionary trip?
Barnabas's departure marked a division in the missionary team, leading Paul to continue his journey
alone or with new companions, impacting the spread of Christianity.

How did Paul's mission progress after Barnabas left Perga?
Paul continued his missionary journey, preaching in various regions and establishing churches despite
Barnabas's departure.



Was Barnabas's departure from Perga planned or
unexpected?
It appears to have been planned or at least accepted, as Barnabas decided to return to Jerusalem,
possibly for personal reasons or family matters.

What does the departure of Barnabas during the journey tell
us about missionary work in the early church?
It highlights that early missionary efforts often faced challenges and changes in team dynamics, but
the mission to spread Christianity continued despite such setbacks.

Additional Resources
Perga — a significant yet often overlooked city in the ancient world — holds a pivotal place in early
Christian history, particularly in the context of Paul’s first missionary journey. Among the various
figures associated with this expedition, one stands out for their brief but noteworthy departure from
Paul’s company: the individual who left Perga to return to Jerusalem. This article delves into the
historical, cultural, and religious significance of this event, examining the figure's role, motivations,
and impact on the broader mission.

---

Understanding the Context: Paul’s First Missionary
Journey

Before exploring the specifics of the individual who left Perga, it’s essential to understand the broader
scope of Paul’s first missionary journey.

The Mission and Its Objectives

- Purpose: To spread Christianity among Gentiles and establish Christian communities.
- Start Point: Antioch of Syria, which served as the launching pad for the journey.
- Key Locations Visited: Cyprus, Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, Derbe, and Perga.
- Outcome: The establishment of several churches, increased Gentile conversions, and the
strengthening of early Christian networks.

Perga’s Role in the Mission

Perga, located in modern-day Turkey, was an important city due to its strategic location, economic
significance, and cultural diversity. It served as a vital hub connecting inland regions with the
Mediterranean coast, making it a natural stop for missionaries.



- Significance: It was a gateway for further expansion into Asia Minor.
- Christian Activity: While early Christian presence was nascent, the city’s convergence of cultures
made it a fertile ground for new ideas and beliefs.

---

The Figure Who Left Perga: An Overview

One of the intriguing aspects of Paul’s journey is the mention of a companion who departed
unexpectedly, returning to Jerusalem. According to the Book of Acts (Acts 13:13), this individual is
often identified as John Mark.

Who Was John Mark?

- Background: Traditionally believed to be a relative of Barnabas, one of Paul’s companions.
- Role in the Mission: Initially accompanied Paul and Barnabas on their journey, serving as a helper
and believer.
- Personality and Skills: Likely young, energetic, and eager to participate in the mission; however,
perhaps inexperienced or overwhelmed.

The Departure at Perga

The moment of departure is briefly noted in Acts, but its implications are profound:

- “And John, departing from them, returned to Jerusalem.” (Acts 13:13)

This statement indicates a sudden or significant change in plans, raising questions about the reasons
behind John Mark’s decision to leave and the impact on the mission.

---

Reasons Behind John Mark’s Departure

Understanding why John Mark left at Perga involves considering historical, cultural, and personal
factors.

Possible Motivations and Circumstances

- Physical Fatigue or Illness: The arduous nature of travel and unfamiliar environments could have
taken a toll.
- Emotional or Spiritual Discomfort: Challenges of the mission, opposition, or personal doubts might



have prompted his departure.
- Family or Personal Obligations: An urgent matter back in Jerusalem could have necessitated his
return.
- Strategic Reasons: Perhaps a decision was made to regroup or reassess the mission strategy.

Historical and Cultural Contexts

- The journey involved numerous hardships, including opposition from local populations and logistical
difficulties.
- Young travelers or inexperienced missionaries like John Mark might have struggled with the physical
and emotional demands.
- The political environment in Perga and surrounding regions was complex, with tensions that could
have influenced his decision.

Implications of His Departure

- The departure marked a turning point in Paul and Barnabas’ journey, affecting their subsequent
relationships and mission strategy.
- It highlights the human element in missionary work — setbacks, doubts, and conflicts are inherent.

---

The Significance of the Return to Jerusalem

John Mark’s return to Jerusalem is more than a simple logistical note; it carries symbolic and strategic
weight.

Relational Dynamics

- With Paul and Barnabas: The departure created tension, especially between Paul and Barnabas,
leading to disagreements over future partnerships.
- With the Jerusalem Church: His return may have been motivated by familial ties or a desire to seek
guidance and support.

Theological Implications

- The event underscores the human struggles inherent in
spreading faith, emphasizing perseverance and grace.



- It serves as a reminder that even the most dedicated
followers face setbacks, which can be rectified over time.

Impact on Future Missions

- The incident influenced Paul and Barnabas’s decision-
making in future missions, including their approach to
companionship.
- John Mark’s subsequent reconciliation with Paul, leading to
his inclusion in later missions, demonstrates redemption and
growth.

---

John Mark’s Later Role in Christian History

Despite his departure at Perga, John Mark's story is one of
redemption and significance.

Reconciliation with Paul

- Paul later references John Mark positively, indicating
forgiveness and acceptance (2 Timothy 4:11).
- Their relationship was restored, and Mark became a trusted
collaborator.

Contributions to Christianity



- Author of the Gospel of Mark: Traditionally attributed to
John Mark, this gospel emphasizes Jesus’ actions and
teachings, tailored to a Gentile audience.
- Missionary Work: He participated in subsequent missions,
spreading Christianity further.

Lessons From John Mark’s Journey

- The importance of perseverance and humility.
- The value of second chances and forgiveness.
- That setbacks do not define a person’s spiritual journey.

---

Broader Lessons and Reflection

Analyzing the departure of the figure from Perga provides
broader lessons applicable beyond biblical history.

Human Element in Mission Work

- Recognizing that even the most committed individuals face
doubts and challenges.
- The importance of community support and reconciliation.

Strategic and Personal Challenges in Evangelism



- Navigating cultural differences, opposition, and personal
limitations.
- The necessity for patience, understanding, and adaptability.

Historical Significance

- Small moments of departure and return can have ripple
effects on larger missions.
- Human stories reveal the complexities behind missionary
efforts.

---

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Perga’s Brief
Departure

The figure who left Perga to return to Jerusalem during Paul’s
first missionary journey exemplifies the human side of faith-
based endeavors. While their departure might seem minor in
the grand narrative, it underscores themes of vulnerability,
growth, and redemption. Their story reminds us that setbacks
are part of every transformative journey, and perseverance,
forgiveness, and humility are vital components of lasting
faith.

In the broader history of Christianity, this event highlights the
importance of compassion and resilience, illustrating that
even moments of retreat can lead to eventual reconciliation
and contributions that shape the future of faith communities.



Whether viewed as a moment of weakness or a stepping
stone to later success, the departure at Perga remains a
testament to the complex, human journey of spreading hope
and belief across cultures and generations.
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