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Ausable, a character from the short story "The Midnight Visitor," is a quintessential example
of wit, intelligence, and strategic thinking. Throughout the narrative, Ausable demonstrates
that he is always one step ahead of his adversaries and even the readers. This cleverness is
especially evident in two key instances from the story that reveal his quick thinking and
mastery of deception. These moments not only highlight his resourcefulness but also
showcase how his strategic planning allows him to outsmart his enemies, maintaining
control of the situation until the very end. In this article, we will explore how Ausable’s
cleverness is demonstrated through these two pivotal instances, emphasizing his ability to
stay one step ahead in tense and dangerous circumstances.

Understanding Ausable’s Character and Context

Before diving into the specific instances, it’s important to understand the context and
character traits that make Ausable a master strategist. As a seasoned and experienced
hotel porter in the story, Ausable appears to be a vulnerable and unassuming man.
However, beneath this façade lies a sharp mind capable of quick thinking and deception.
His calm demeanor, combined with his ability to remain composed under pressure, allows
him to manipulate situations to his advantage. The story’s suspense hinges on Ausable’s
ability to anticipate his enemies’ moves and craft counter-strategies that keep him safe.

Instance One: The Fake Fireplace and the Hidden
Gun

The Setup
One of the most compelling moments in "The Midnight Visitor" illustrating Ausable’s
foresight occurs early in the story. When the mysterious visitor, Max, confronts Ausable, the
latter cleverly uses the environment to his advantage. Recognizing that Max might be
dangerous, Ausable prepares himself mentally and physically for any eventuality.

The Deception
Ausable’s cleverness is evident when he subtly guides Max to believe that he is unarmed.
He does this by pretending to search for his gun in a manner that suggests he has none,



despite the fact that he actually keeps a gun hidden in a secret compartment behind a fake
fireplace. By doing so, Ausable tricks Max into lowering his guard, thinking that he holds the
upper hand.

Ausable feigns helplessness and appears unarmed, convincing Max he's at a
disadvantage.

He subtly signals to his hidden gun, knowing that Max underestimates him.

The Outcome
This quick thinking pays off when Ausable suddenly reveals his hidden weapon, catching
Max completely off guard. The element of surprise ensures that Ausable maintains control
of the situation, and the confrontation ends with Max’s retreat. This instance showcases
how Ausable is always a step ahead, using deception and environment manipulation to
outwit his opponent.

Instance Two: The Distraction and the Escape

The Strategy
Another prime example of Ausable’s cleverness occurs later in the story when Max
attempts a second attack. Recognizing the danger, Ausable devises a plan to distract Max
and create an opportunity for escape. He notices a small object on his desk and quickly
uses it as a distraction.

The Execution
Ausable throws a book or some object to one side, drawing Max’s attention away from the
door. Simultaneously, he discreetly signals to the hotel staff or uses a prearranged plan to
alert others of the situation. While Max is distracted, Ausable makes his move to escape
through a different route, avoiding confrontation altogether.

Ausable employs misdirection to divert Max’s attention.

He leverages his environment and quick thinking to create an escape route.



The Result
This clever distraction not only saves Ausable from immediate danger but also ensures he
remains in control of the situation. His ability to anticipate Max’s actions and respond with a
well-planned distraction demonstrates his mastery of strategic thinking. It exemplifies how
being one step ahead involves not just reacting to threats but proactively creating
opportunities to evade them.

The Significance of Ausable’s Cleverness

The two instances highlighted above underscore a fundamental trait of Ausable: his
exceptional ability to stay one step ahead of his adversaries through quick wit, strategic
planning, and environmental awareness. These moments are testament to his intelligence
and resourcefulness, which turn potentially dangerous situations into victories.

Lessons from Ausable’s Strategy

Preparation is key—Ausable anticipates threats and plans accordingly.

Deception can be a powerful tool—misleading opponents is often more effective than
direct confrontation.

Environment matters—using surroundings to one’s advantage can be decisive in high-
stakes moments.

Calmness under pressure—remaining composed enables clear thinking and effective
decision-making.

Conclusion: Ausable’s Timeless Wisdom

Ausable’s ability to remain one step ahead in "The Midnight Visitor" is a testament to the
importance of strategic thinking, quick wit, and composure in dangerous situations. The two
instances discussed—his clever use of a fake fireplace to hide his gun and the distraction
tactic to escape from Max—serve as perfect examples of his intelligence and foresight.
These moments not only save his life but also make him a memorable character who
exemplifies how cleverness and preparedness can turn the tide in one’s favor.

In the broader context, Ausable’s character teaches us that being proactive, thinking
ahead, and leveraging environment and deception are vital skills in overcoming challenges
and threats. His story remains an inspiring example of how, with a sharp mind and strategic
planning, one can always stay one step ahead of the competition or danger.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are some ways Ausable demonstrates that he is
always one step ahead in 'The Midnight Visitor'?
Ausable shows his cleverness by preemptively setting traps and keeping his wits about him,
which helps him stay ahead of the intruder. For example, he anticipates the visitor's
attempts and uses his quick thinking to deceive him.

Can you identify two instances from 'The Midnight
Visitor' where Ausable's foresight is evident?
Yes, first, when Ausable notices the suspicious behavior of the visitor and quickly devises a
plan to outsmart him. Second, when he feigns ignorance about the visitor's intentions,
which misleads the intruder and gives him an advantage.

How does Ausable's calm demeanor contribute to him
staying ahead of the intruder in the story?
Ausable's calmness allows him to think clearly and strategize effectively, preventing panic
and enabling him to stay one step ahead by using wit and presence of mind.

What role does Ausable's quick thinking play in the
story's climax?
His quick thinking allows him to deceive the intruder, leading to his escape and ensuring his
safety, thereby maintaining his advantage in a tense situation.

In what way does Ausable's experience help him
anticipate the intruder's actions?
Ausable's experience as a seasoned individual enables him to read the intruder's intentions
early on, allowing him to set traps and respond effectively, keeping him one step ahead.

How does the story depict Ausable's intelligence
through his handling of the intruder?
The story highlights his intelligence by showing how he uses psychological tactics and quick
wit to manipulate the situation in his favor, always staying a step ahead.

What is an example of Ausable outsmarting the
intruder in 'The Midnight Visitor'?
One example is when Ausable pretends to be unaware of the intruder's true intentions,
which causes the intruder to reveal himself and allows Ausable to outmaneuver him.



How does the setting of Ausable's apartment contribute
to his ability to stay ahead?
The confined setting of the apartment allows Ausable to control the environment, set traps,
and maintain an advantage over the intruder.

What lesson about quick thinking and presence of mind
can be learned from Ausable's actions in the story?
The story teaches that calmness, quick thinking, and strategic planning are crucial to
staying ahead in dangerous situations.

Why can Ausable be considered a clever and
resourceful character in 'The Midnight Visitor'?
Because he uses his intelligence, experience, and quick wit to outsmart the intruder,
demonstrating resourcefulness and a proactive approach to danger.

Additional Resources
Ausable Was Always One Step Ahead Of Everyone: An In-Depth Analysis of His Cunning and
Cleverness in "The Midnight Visitor"

In the realm of short stories, few characters exemplify wit, intelligence, and strategic
thinking as vividly as Ausable from "The Midnight Visitor" by Graham Greene. As a master
of deception and foresight, Ausable consistently outmaneuvers his adversaries,
demonstrating that intellect and preparedness can triumph over brute force or intimidation.
This article aims to dissect how Ausable’s remarkable ability to stay ahead of everyone is
showcased through specific instances in the story, highlighting his strategic mind and
resourcefulness.

---

Understanding Ausable’s Character: The Epitome
of Cunning and Preparedness

Before delving into specific instances, it’s essential to understand the qualities that make
Ausable an exemplary figure of foresight. He is portrayed as a seasoned, quick-thinking
individual who combines calmness with sharp intellect. His confidence stems from thorough
planning, situational awareness, and an ability to anticipate the actions of others.

Key Attributes of Ausable:
- Strategic Thinking: He analyzes situations swiftly and formulates effective responses.
- Calm Under Pressure: His composure allows him to think clearly during crises.
- Preparation: He anticipates threats, often having plans in place before they materialize.



- Resourcefulness: He uses available resources creatively to his advantage.

These qualities make Ausable a character who is always a step ahead, even when
threatened by dangerous adversaries.

---

Instances From "The Midnight Visitor"
Demonstrating Ausable’s Foresight

The story is a masterclass in deception, strategy, and quick thinking. Two prominent
instances vividly illustrate how Ausable consistently remains in control by staying ahead of
his opponents.

1. The Fake Gun and the Illusion of Threat

Context:
When the spy, Major R., comes to Ausable’s room with the intent to intimidate him and
retrieve classified documents, Ausable quickly recognizes the potential danger but also
perceives the spy's overconfidence and inexperience.

How Ausable Outsmarts the Spy:
Instead of reacting with panic or resistance, Ausable employs psychological tactics. When
Major R. brandishes what appears to be a gun, Ausable notices that the weapon is fake—a
key detail that the spy overlooked or underestimated.

Key Elements of Ausable’s Strategy:
- Observation and Awareness: Ausable’s sharp eye catches the fact that the gun is not real.
This demonstrates his attentive nature and ability to notice subtle clues.
- Psychological Manipulation: Recognizing the spy’s overconfidence, Ausable plays along,
pretending to be frightened, which leads the spy to believe his bluff is effective.
- Turning the Tables: Once the spy is convinced that Ausable is vulnerable, Ausable seizes
the opportunity to manipulate the situation further.

Result:
Ausable’s awareness of the fake gun allows him to maintain control and prevent harm. His
knowledge of the weapon’s status keeps him a step ahead, enabling him to shape the
outcome to his advantage.

Analysis:
This instance exemplifies Ausable’s foresight—he doesn’t just react to threats but actively
interprets and exploits them. His detailed observation and understanding of human
psychology enable him to manipulate the situation before the adversary can realize what’s
happening.

---



2. The Preemptive Use of the Phone Call and the
Distraction

Context:
In the climax of the story, Ausable cleverly manipulates the spy’s assumptions to safeguard
himself and the documents.

How Ausable Executes the Strategy:
- Creating a Distraction: As the spy attempts to capture the documents, Ausable feigns
panic and quickly makes a phone call to his friend, the hotel’s manager.
- Feigning Help-Seeking: Ausable claims he’s calling for help, which convinces the spy that
authorities are on their way.
- Exploiting the Spy’s Overconfidence: The spy, believing he has the upper hand, becomes
complacent, allowing Ausable to execute his plan.

Key Aspects of Ausable’s Foresight:
- Anticipating the Spy’s Overconfidence: Ausable recognizes that the spy, convinced of his
own superiority, will not expect a quick-witted counterattack.
- Using Available Resources: The phone and the hotel staff become tools in Ausable’s plan,
highlighting his resourcefulness.
- Maintaining Composure: His calm demeanor ensures that the spy underestimates his
awareness, giving him the advantage.

Outcome:
The spy’s assumption that Ausable is vulnerable leads him into a trap. Ausable’s foresight
and strategic use of distraction enable him to outsmart the intruder and emerge victorious.

Analysis:
This instance underscores Ausable’s ability to manipulate perceptions and control the
situation through psychological tactics and resourcefulness. His anticipation of the spy’s
overconfidence allows him to turn the tables effectively.

---

How Ausable’s Strategic Mindset Reflects in His
Behavior

The two instances discussed reveal consistent themes in Ausable’s approach to danger:

- Observation and Attention to Detail: He notices subtle cues (like the fake gun) that others
overlook.
- Psychological Insight: He understands human nature, such as an overconfident spy’s
arrogance, and uses it to his advantage.
- Preparedness and Planning: He anticipates threats and has contingency plans, like the use
of the phone call.
- Calmness and Composure: Maintaining a steady demeanor prevents escalation and keeps
him in control.



This combination of traits ensures that Ausable remains a step ahead, turning potentially
dangerous situations into opportunities to outwit his opponents.

---

Conclusion: Ausable’s Enduring Legacy as a
Master Strategist

Ausable’s character in "The Midnight Visitor" exemplifies how intelligence, vigilance, and
psychological insight can be powerful tools in conflict. His ability to stay one step ahead of
adversaries is not accidental but the result of deliberate tactics and a keen understanding
of human behavior and situational awareness.

Through instances like recognizing the fake gun and orchestrating the distraction via the
phone call, the story highlights that true mastery lies in anticipating threats and responding
with strategic ingenuity. Ausable’s example serves as an inspiring lesson in the importance
of preparation, observation, and mental agility—traits that are essential not just in stories
but in real-life scenarios where quick thinking can mean the difference between failure and
victory.

In essence, Ausable was always one step ahead of everyone because he combined sharp
perception with strategic planning, making him a timeless example of cleverness and
foresight in the face of danger.
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