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The rebellion on Animal Farm is a pivotal event that signifies the animals' collective uprising against their
oppressive human owner, Mr. Jones. This moment is not only the climax of George Orwell’s allegorical
novella but also a powerful illustration of the complex behaviors and motivations that drive revolutionary
movements. The animals’ behavior during the rebellion reflects both their innate desire for freedom and
their susceptibility to manipulation, illustrating the dual nature of revolutionary fervor—hope and chaos,
unity and chaos, idealism and betrayal. In this article, we explore how the rebellion unfolds, the behaviors
exhibited by the animals during this tumultuous period, and what these behaviors reveal about human and
animal psychology in the context of revolution.

The Lead-up to the Rebellion

Before delving into the rebellion itself, it’s essential to understand the factors that contribute to the uprising.
The animals on Manor Farm, inspired by Old Major’s visionary speech, are motivated by years of suffering
under human oppression. Their collective dissatisfaction builds over time, fueled by:

- Exploitation and Neglect: The animals are overworked, underfed, and denied basic rights.
- Old Major’s Ideals: The pig’s speech ignites their hope for a better future based on equality.
- Living Conditions: The worsening conditions under Mr. Jones’s neglect intensify their desire for change.

This growing discontent creates a fertile ground for rebellion, as the animals begin to secretly plan and
prepare for their uprising.

The Rebellion Begins: How It Unfolds

The Moment of Action

The rebellion is triggered when Mr. Jones neglects to feed the animals, leading to an immediate and
collective response. Key moments include:



- The animals’ spontaneous attack on the drunken and negligent Mr. Jones.
- Their successful drive out of the humans, seizing control of the farm.
- The animals’ initial sense of triumph and liberation.

Key Behaviors During the Rebellion

The animals’ behaviors during the rebellion can be categorized into several key aspects:

- Fear and Courage: While some animals exhibit brave and aggressive behavior, others are driven by fear.
- Unity and Cooperation: The animals work together to overpower their oppressors.
- - For example, the horses and dogs lead the charge, showcasing their strength and loyalty.
- Chaos and Confusion: The suddenness of the uprising results in disorder, with some animals unsure about
their roles.
- Euphoria and Hope: The initial victory brings a sense of liberation and optimism.

The Role of Leadership and Manipulation

Although the rebellion begins spontaneously, leadership quickly emerges:

- Napoleon and Snowball: The pigs take charge, guiding the new society.
- Squealer: The pig’s persuasive rhetoric helps justify the rebellion’s new order.

Their behaviors during this phase suggest a mix of genuine revolutionary zeal and manipulative
intentions—highlighting the duality of the rebellion’s nature.

Animal Behavior During the Rebellion: A Dual Reflection

The behaviors exhibited by animals during the rebellion reveal two contrasting aspects: their innate desire
for freedom and equality, and their vulnerability to influence and manipulation.

Behavior Suggesting Innate Desire for Freedom and Justice

Many animals demonstrate behaviors rooted in natural instincts and a longing for fairness:

- Defiance and Resistance: The animals’ attack on Mr. Jones exemplifies their instinct to resist oppression.
- Solidarity: Animals of different species unite, setting aside their differences for a common goal.
- Leadership and Initiative: Animals like Boxer the horse exhibit strong work ethic and determination,
symbolizing hope and resilience.
- Collective Action: The animals’ coordinated effort signifies their understanding of collective strength.



These behaviors suggest that the rebellion is driven by authentic aspirations for autonomy and justice,
reflecting a universal desire to break free from exploitation.

Behavior Indicating Susceptibility to Manipulation and False Hope

Conversely, certain behaviors during the rebellion reveal how easily the animals can be swayed or
deceived:

- Blind Loyalty to Leaders: Many animals trust Napoleon and Snowball without question, even as their
true intentions unfold.
- Overconfidence and Complacency: The initial victory leads some animals to become complacent,
underestimating the danger of future manipulation.
- Fear and Obedience: Some animals, like the hens and certain sheep, follow orders out of fear rather than
understanding.
- Ideological Zeal: The animals’ enthusiasm can be exploited by leaders to justify increasingly oppressive
actions.

These behaviors highlight the vulnerability of revolutionary movements to corruption and the importance
of critical awareness among participants.

Post-Rebellion Dynamics and Animal Behavior

Following the initial uprising, the animals’ behavior continues to reflect both hope and treachery:

- Euphoria vs. Disillusionment: While some animals cling to the ideals of equality, others begin to sense the
betrayal.
- Acceptance of Oppression: Certain animals, like Boxer, adopt a “I will work harder” attitude, often
ignoring the signs of exploitation.
- Resentment and Rebellion: Over time, suppressed feelings of injustice may lead to clandestine dissent.

The behaviors during this phase suggest that the rebellion was not entirely pure—initial aspirations were
compromised by power struggles and deception.

Conclusion: What Animal Behavior During the Rebellion Tells
Us

The behaviors exhibited by animals during the rebellion on Animal Farm serve as a mirror to human



nature’s complexities in revolutionary contexts. On one hand, their actions demonstrate an inherent desire
for freedom, fairness, and dignity. On the other, they reveal how easily people—like animals—can be
manipulated by leaders, succumb to fear, or become complacent once initial goals are achieved. Orwell’s
depiction underscores that revolutions are fraught with both noble aspirations and destructive tendencies,
often intertwined within the behaviors of those involved.

Understanding these behaviors provides valuable insights into the dynamics of social movements,
emphasizing the importance of vigilance, education, and critical thinking to prevent the betrayal of
revolutionary ideals. The rebellion on Animal Farm thus remains a timeless allegory of both the hope and
peril inherent in collective efforts to attain justice and equality.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

How does the rebellion in the story begin?
The rebellion starts when the animals, fueled by their desire for freedom and frustration with human
oppression, secretly plan and then overthrow Mr. Jones, taking control of the farm.

What specific behaviors do animals exhibit during the rebellion?
During the rebellion, animals display increased unity, determination, and courage, often working together
and showing fierce loyalty to their cause, while some initially hesitate or show fear.

How do the animals' behaviors during the rebellion reflect their
motivations?
Their aggressive and organized actions demonstrate their deep desire for liberation, while moments of
hesitation reveal underlying fears and doubts about their new independence.

In what way does the animals’ behavior during the rebellion suggest
hope or impending danger?
The animals' collective effort indicates hope for a better future, but their nervousness and rigid discipline
also hint at potential chaos or failure if they lose control.



How do different animals behave during the rebellion, and what does this
suggest?
While some animals, like Boxer and the pigs, display leadership and enthusiasm, others like the hens or
sheep show confusion or passive resistance, highlighting varying levels of commitment and understanding
among the animals.

What does the animals' behavior during the rebellion reveal about their
understanding of freedom?
Their acts of defiance and unity suggest a genuine desire for freedom, but their sometimes naive or
impulsive actions also indicate a lack of full understanding of what independence entails.

How do the animals' reactions after the rebellion take place reflect their
internal states?
Post-rebellion, some animals feel victorious and hopeful, while others become disillusioned or fearful,
revealing the complex emotions and differing perceptions of their new society.

What does the behavior of the animals during the rebellion suggest about
the theme of power and control?
Their collective rebellion illustrates their attempt to seize power, but their behaviors also underscore how
quickly control can shift and how power can corrupt, as some animals begin to emulate the oppressive
behaviors of humans.

Additional Resources
Describe How The Rebellion Takes Place. How Does The Animals Behaviour During The Rebellion
Suggest Both

The rebellion in George Orwell’s Animal Farm is a pivotal event that encapsulates the themes of power,
corruption, and the cyclical nature of tyranny. This uprising, driven by the animals’ desire for freedom and
justice, unfolds in a manner that reveals much about their collective behavior and individual motivations.
Analyzing how the rebellion occurs and scrutinizing animal behavior throughout this upheaval offers
profound insights into the allegorical message Orwell conveys. It demonstrates both the genuine aspirations
of the oppressed and the ways in which those aspirations can be manipulated and corrupted.

---



How The Rebellion Takes Place

The rebellion on Animal Farm is not an impulsive act but a culmination of years of exploitation, discontent,
and strategic planning by the animals. Its development can be broken down into several stages, each
illustrating different aspects of collective action and leadership.

Origins of Discontent
The roots of the rebellion lie in the oppressive conditions under Mr. Jones, the farm’s negligent and often
cruel owner. The animals suffer from neglect, overwork, and deprivation, which foster deep resentment.
Key events leading up to the rebellion include:
- The animals’ realization that their labor benefits only Jones and the humans.
- The spreading of Old Major’s revolutionary ideas, which inspire hope and a shared vision of equality.
- The accumulation of small acts of defiance that build confidence among the animals.

The Spark: Old Major’s Speech
Old Major’s speech acts as the ideological catalyst for the rebellion. He articulates the animals’ grievances
and envisions a future where animals overthrow human oppressors. His call to action emphasizes:
- The need for unity among animals.
- The rejection of human exploitation.
- The importance of establishing equality and liberty.

This speech stirs the animals’ revolutionary spirit, setting the stage for rebellion.

The Actual Uprising
The rebellion erupts suddenly and decisively. When Jones neglects to feed the animals, they seize the
opportunity:
- The animals, led by the pigs Snowball and Napoleon, organize a collective attack on the farm’s humans.
- They break into the store-shed, drive out Jones and his men, and take control of the farm.
- The rebellion is characterized by chaos initially, but it quickly transforms into organized governance.

The successful overthrow signifies the power of collective action rooted in shared grievances and
revolutionary fervor.

Establishment of the Animal Farm
Post-rebellion, the animals establish a new society based on Old Major’s principles, summarized as
“Animalism.” This includes:



- The abolition of private ownership.
- The equal distribution of resources.
- The creation of commandments that promote unity and justice.

However, the initial unity begins to fracture as new power dynamics emerge.

---

Animal Behaviour During The Rebellion

The behavior of animals during the rebellion reveals much about their motivations, fears, hopes, and
subsequent susceptibility to manipulation. Their reactions can be examined to understand both the genuine
revolutionary spirit and the underlying flaws that Orwell highlights.

Animals’ Collective Action and Unity
Initially, animals display a remarkable sense of solidarity:
- They work together to drive out Jones, demonstrating collective strength.
- The sheep bleat in unison, symbolizing herd mentality and shared purpose.
- The dogs, trained by the pigs, serve as enforcers, illustrating how loyalty can be coerced.

This unity underscores the animals’ genuine desire for liberation, emphasizing their capacity for joint
effort.

Fear and Anxiety
Despite their collective courage, animals also exhibit fear-driven behaviors:
- Some animals, such as the cat and certain hens, initially hesitate or remain passive.
- Old Major’s death leaves a leadership vacuum, causing uncertainty.
- The humans’ retaliatory threats foster anxiety among the animals.

Fear acts as both a motivator and a tool for control, foreshadowing the potential for manipulation.

Zeal and Excitement
During the rebellion, animals display enthusiasm:
- The pigs, especially Snowball, articulate grand visions of a better future.
- The horses and cows push forward with determination.
- The animals’ collective chants and songs boost morale and reinforce their unity.



This excitement illustrates their genuine hope and optimism for change.

Behavior of Specific Animals
Different animals respond uniquely, reflecting their personalities and roles:
- The pigs quickly assume leadership roles, displaying intelligence and ambition.
- Boxer, the hardworking horse, adopts the motto “I will work harder,” symbolizing loyalty and resolve.
- The sheep mindlessly bleat “Four legs good, two legs bad,” exemplifying herd mentality.

Their behaviors reveal both admirable qualities and vulnerabilities, such as naivety and unquestioning
loyalty.

Post-Rebellion Behavior and Adaptation
After the rebellion, behavior shifts:
- Some animals, like Boxer, continue to believe in the ideals, showing unwavering faith.
- Others, such as Benjamin the donkey, remain skeptical but resigned.
- A few animals, including the hens, rebel against the new regime, indicating residual resistance.

This spectrum of reactions highlights how behavior during upheaval can vary based on individual
experience and understanding.

---

How Animal Behaviour Suggests Both

The behaviors exhibited by animals during the rebellion serve as allegories for both the hopes and the
pitfalls of revolutionary movements.

Signs of Genuine Hope and Idealism
- The animals’ collective effort to overthrow Jones demonstrates their desire for justice.
- Their initial unity and shared purpose embody the idealism that fuels revolutions.
- The establishment of principles like equality and animal rights shows their aspiration for a better society.

These behaviors reflect the genuine ambitions of oppressed groups to attain freedom and fairness.



Indicators of Manipulation and Corruption
- The sheep’s mindless repetition of slogans (“Four legs good, two legs bad”) suggests blind obedience and
propaganda.
- The pigs’ gradual accumulation of power, often justified by their intelligence, hints at how leaders can
exploit revolutionary ideals.
- Boxer’s unwavering belief in “I will work harder” exemplifies how loyalty can be exploited to sustain
corrupt regimes.
- The passive acceptance of inequalities by some animals indicates complacency, which authoritarian figures
often capitalize on.

These behaviors reveal how revolutionary zeal can be manipulated, leading to tyranny disguised as
progress.

Behavioral Contradictions and Their Significance
- While animals dream of equality, their actions often betray underlying inequalities.
- The initial enthusiasm gives way to complacency or resistance as corruption takes root.
- The divergence between ideals and actions demonstrates the complex nature of social change.

Orwell’s depiction suggests that revolutionary movements contain both the genuine desire for change and
the seeds of future oppression, often within the same behavioral patterns.

---

Conclusion

The rebellion on Animal Farm is a powerful allegory for real-world revolutions, illustrating how collective
behavior can both inspire hope and facilitate manipulation. The animals’ actions—from their unity and
courage to their susceptibility to propaganda—highlight the dual nature of revolutions. Orwell masterfully
shows that while genuine aspiration can ignite change, the same behaviors—blind obedience,
unquestioning loyalty, and complacency—can be exploited by those seeking power. The detailed analysis of
animal behavior during the rebellion underscores the complex interplay between idealism and corruption,
reminding us that vigilance and critical awareness are essential to preserve the true spirit of revolutionary
change. Through this layered portrayal, Orwell warns that revolutions are fragile, susceptible to betrayal
by the very behaviors that initially fueled them, and that the struggle for justice requires constant
awareness and resistance against manipulation.
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