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Understanding the relationship between personal pronouns and their
antecedents is a fundamental aspect of mastering English grammar. In this
exercise, learners are tasked with identifying personal pronouns that refer
back to specific nouns—called antecedents—within the same sentence or
sentence group. This skill enhances clarity in writing and reading
comprehension, ensuring that sentences are well-structured and easily
understood. Additionally, the instruction to "draw" emphasizes the importance
of visualizing or diagramming these relationships, which can further
reinforce understanding.

This comprehensive guide will walk you through the concept of personal

pronouns and antecedents, provide strategies for identifying them, and offer
step-by-step examples to improve your skills in this area.

Understanding Personal Pronouns and Their
Antecedents

What Are Personal Pronouns?

Personal pronouns are words that replace specific nouns, typically
representing people or things involved in the action of a sentence. They are
essential for avoiding redundancy and making sentences more concise. The
common personal pronouns in English are:

1. I, we (first person singular and plural)

2. you (second person singular and plural)

3. he, she, it (third person singular)

4. they (third person plural)



For example:
- John is my friend. He is very kind.
- The cats are hungry. They want food.

What Are Antecedents?

An antecedent is a noun or pronoun that a pronoun refers back to or replaces.
It provides clarity by clarifying whom or what the pronoun is about. For
example:

- Sara loves her dog.

"Sara" 1is the antecedent for the pronoun "her".

- The students finished their homework.
"The students" is the antecedent for "their".

In sentences, the antecedent usually appears before the pronoun, but
sometimes it may appear after, especially in complex sentences or sentence
groups.

Strategies for Identifying Personal Pronouns
and Their Antecedents

To successfully complete exercises that require finding personal pronouns
with their antecedents, consider the following strategies:

1. Read the Sentence Carefully

Pay close attention to each word and understand the overall meaning.
Sometimes, the antecedent is implied or located earlier in the sentence.

2. Identify the Pronouns

Highlight or underline the personal pronouns in the sentence or sentence
group.

3. Find the Nouns That the Pronouns Refer To

Determine which noun the pronoun is replacing or referring to. Ask yourself:
- Who or what is the pronoun talking about?
- Is there a noun earlier in the sentence that makes sense as the antecedent?



4. Check for Agreement and Clarity

Ensure that the pronoun agrees in number and gender with its antecedent to
avoid ambiguity.

5. Visualize or Draw the Relationship

Create a diagram or simple drawing that links the pronoun to its antecedent.
This visual aid can help clarify complex sentences or sentence groups.

Examples and Practice Exercises

Below are sample sentences and sentence groups with an explanation of how to
identify the personal pronouns and their antecedents. Practice is essential
for mastery.

Example 1

Sentence:
Maria said she would help her friend.

Step-by-step identification:

1. Pronouns:
- she
- her

2. Potential antecedents:
Maria
friend

3. Determine the antecedents:

- "She" most likely refers to Maria, since she is the subject of the
sentence.

- "Her" likely refers to friend, as it indicates possession or relation.

4, Visualize:

- Draw a simple diagram:
Maria - she

friend - her

Conclusion:
- The pronoun "she" has "Maria" as its antecedent.
- The pronoun "her" has "friend" as its antecedent.



Example 2

Sentence Group:
The children played outside. They were happy because they had fun.

Step-by-step identification:

1. Pronouns:
They (appears twice)

2. Potential antecedents:
The children

3. Determine the antecedents:
Both instances of "they" refer back to "The children".

4, Visualize:
Draw a connection:
The children - They

Conclusion:
- Both "they" pronouns refer to "The children".

Example 3

Sentence:
John told his brother that he would help him with the project.

Step-by-step identification:

1. Pronouns:
- his
- he
- him

2. Potential antecedents:
- John
- brother

3. Determine the antecedents:

- "His" likely refers to John (possessive).

- "He" could refer to John or brother.

- "Him" likely refers to brother (object of help).

o

Logical reasoning:



Since "his" is possessive, it most likely belongs to John.
- "He" probably refers to John, the subject.
- "Him" refers to brother, as John is helping his brother.

5. Visualize:
- John - his, he
brother - him

Conclusion:
- "His" and "he" refer to John.
- "Him" refers to the brother.

Drawing the Relationship Between Pronouns and
Antecedents

Visual diagrams can be invaluable tools when tackling complex sentences or
sentence groups. Here are some tips and methods for drawing these
relationships:

Methods for Drawing Pronoun-Antecedent Relationships

1. Tree Diagrams:
Create a tree structure where the antecedent is the root, and the
pronoun is a branch extending from it. For example,
- Root: Maria
- Branch: she and her

2. Arrow Diagrams:
Use arrows pointing from the antecedent noun to the pronoun to visualize
the connection.

3. Tabular Charts:
Make a table with two columns: one for the pronouns and one for their
antecedents. This helps organize multiple relationships in longer
sentences.

Example of a simple arrow diagram:

Maria - she



Friend - her

This visual method clarifies which pronoun refers to which noun, especially
in sentences with multiple pronouns.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

While identifying personal pronouns and their antecedents may seem
straightforward, several common difficulties can arise:

1. Ambiguous Pronouns
Sometimes, a pronoun may seem to refer to more than one noun, causing

confusion.

Solution:
- Re-read the sentence and look for clues in context.
- Replace the pronoun with each possible antecedent to see which makes sense.

2. Multiple Pronouns in a Sentence

Complex sentences with several pronouns can be challenging.

Solution:
- Break the sentence into smaller parts or sentences.
- Diagram relationships individually before combining.

3. Pronouns Without Clear Antecedents

Some sentences contain pronouns that do not clearly refer back to any noun.

Solution:
- Ensure the antecedent is present earlier in the sentence.
- If missing, the pronoun may be used incorrectly or need clarification.

4. Gender and Number Agreement
Incorrect pronoun-antecedent agreement can lead to confusion.
Solution:

- Always check that the pronoun matches the antecedent in number
(singular/plural) and gender (male/female/neuter).



Practice Exercises to Strengthen Your Skills

Engage with these exercises to test your ability to identify personal
pronouns and their antecedents.

1. Identify the pronoun and its antecedent in the following sentence:
The teacher gave the students their assignments.

2. Draw a diagram showing the relationship between the pronouns and
antecedents in this sentence group:
Sarah and Emily went to the market. They bought fresh vegetables.

3. In the sentence:
My brother lost his keys, but he found them later.
- Who is "his" referring to?
- Who is "he" referring to?
- What does "them" refer to?
- Draw the relationships.



