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UNDERSTANDING GERUNDS AND INFINITIVES: A GUIDE FOR LANGUAGE
LEARNERS

LEARNING ENGLISH GRAMMAR CAN BE CHALLENGING, ESPECIALLY WHEN IT COMES TO UNDERSTANDING THE CORRECT USE OF
GERUNDS AND INFINITIVES. THESE TWO FORMS OF VERBS OFTEN CAUSE CONFUSION AMONG STUDENTS BECAUSE THEY SOMETIMES
SEEM INTERCHANGEABLE BUT HAVE SPECIFIC GRAMMATICAL RULES AND USES. IN THIS ARTICLE, WE'LL EXPLORE THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN GERUNDS AND INFINITIVES, PROVIDE EXERCISES LIKE “GERUNDS AND INFINITIVES EXERCISE -|/H AND OFFER PRACTICAL
TIPS TO IMPROVE YOUR GRASP OF THESE ESSENTIAL GRAMMATICAL STRUCTURES.

WHAT ARE GERUNDS AND INFINITIVES?

GERUNDS

A GERUND IS THE -ING FORM OF A VERB THAT FUNCTIONS AS A NOUN IN A SENTENCE. FOR EXAMPLE:
- RUNNING IS GOOD EXERCISE.
- | ENJOY READING BOOKS.

- SHE IS INTERESTED IN LEARNING NEW LANGUAGES.

(GERUNDS ARE USED AFTER CERTAIN VERBS, PREPOSITIONS, AND AS THE SUBJECT OR OBJECT OF A SENTENCE.

INFINITIVES

AN INFINITIVE IS THE BASE FORM OF A VERB, USUALLY PRECEDED BY “TO.” FOR EXAMPLE:
- TO RUN IS HEALTHY.
- | WANT TO READ THAT NOVEL.

- SHE DECIDED TO LEARN FRENCH.

INFINITIVES ARE OFTEN USED AFTER CERTAIN VERBS, ADJECTIVES, OR TO EXPRESS PURPOSE.



CoMMoN RULES For UsING GERUNDS AND INFINITIVES

(UNDERSTANDING WHICH VERBS ARE FOLLOWED BY GERUNDS OR INFINITIVES IS CRUCIAL. HERE ARE SOME GENERAL RULES:

VERBS FoLLOWED BY GERUNDS

SOME VERBS ARE TYPICALLY FOLLOWED BY A GERUND:

- ENyJov

- Avolp

- CONSIDER
- MinD

- SUGGEST
- Keep

- FiNIsH

- ADMIT

- Risk

- PrACTICE

ExXAMPLES:

- SHE ENJOYS DANCING.
- THEY AVOIDED TALKING ABOUT THE ISSUE.
- | CONSIDER MOVING TO A NEW CITY.

VERBS FOLLOWED BY INFINITIVES

OTHER VERBS ARE USUALLY FOLLOWED BY AN INFINITIVE:

- WANT
- NEeD

- DecIDE

- Hope

- PLaN

- ExpecT
- ProMISE
- AIM

- Reruse

EXAMPLES:
- | WANT TO VISIT PARIS.

- SHE DECIDED TO START A NEW JOB.
- THEY HOPE TO WIN THE MATCH.

VErBS THAT CAN BE FoLLoWED BY EITHER GERUND OR INFINITIVE

SOME VERBS CHANGE MEANING DEPENDING ON WHETHER THEY ARE FOLLOWED BY A GERUND OR AN INFINITIVE:

| Vere | Gerunp (VErs + ING) | INFINITIVE (TO + VERB) | MEANING CHANGE |



| STOP | SHE STOPPED SMOKING. | SHE STOPPED TO SMOKE. | FIRST: CEASE AN ACTIVITY; SECOND: PAUSE TO DO SOMETHING
ELSE |

| REMEMBER | | REMEMBER SEEING HER. | | REMEMBERED TO CALL HER. | FIRST: RECALL A PAST EVENT; SECOND: NOT FORGET TO DO
SOMETHING |

| TRY | HE TRIED KNOWING THE ANSWER. | HE TRIED TO FIX THE CAR. | FIRST: EXPERIMENT WITH AN ACTIVITY; SECOND: MAKE AN
EFFORT TO DO SOMETHING

ExerciSe: PUTTING VERBS IN THE CORRECT FORM

LET’S REVISIT THE EXERCISE MENTIONED EARLIER:
“His JOKES MADE US (LAUGH)1.”
THE CORRECT ANSWER: LAUGH

SINCE “MAKE” IS A CAUSATIVE VERB, IT IS FOLLOWED BY THE BASE FORM OF THE VERB WITHOUT “T0.” THUS, THE COMPLETED
SENTENCE IS:

" "
His JOKES MADE US LAUGH.

NO\X/, TO DEEPEN YOUR UNDERSTANDING, HERE ARE ADDITIONAL EXERCISES:

1. SHE DECIDED (GO) TO THE CONCERT TONIGHT.
2. WE ENJOY (PLAY) BOARD GAMES TOGETHER.
3. THEY PROMISED (HELP) US WITH THE PROJECT.
4. He ADMITTED (FORGET) HER BIRTHDAY.

5. | HopE (SEE) YOU SOON.

ANSWERS:

1. TOo GO

2. PLAYING

3. TO HELP

4. FORGETTING

5. To sEE

PrAcCTICAL TIPS FOR MASTERING GERUNDS AND INFINITIVES

T o BECOME PROFICIENT IN USING GERUNDS AND INFINITIVES, CONSIDER THESE TIPS:

o LEARN VERB PATTERNS: MEMORIZE COMMON VERBS FOLLOWED BY GERUNDS OR INFINITIVES.

PRACTICE REGULARLY: ENGAGE IN EXERCISES LIKE FILL-IN-THE-BLANK OR SENTENCE REWRITING.

® PAY ATTENTION TO MEANING: RECOGNIZE HOW CHANGING BETWEEN GERUND AND INFINITIVE CAN ALTER THE MEANING OF A
SENTENCE.

o USE CONTEXT CLUES: DETERMINE WHICH FORM TO USE BASED ON THE SENTENCE CONTEXT AND THE VERB INVOLVED.



® READ EXTENSIVELY: EXPOSURE TO WELL-WRITTEN TEXTS HELPS INTERNALIZE CORRECT VERB PATTERNS.

CoMMoN MisTAKES AND How To Avolb THEM

EVEN ADVANCED LEARNERS CAN MAKE MISTAKES WITH GERUNDS AND INFINITIVES. HERE ARE SOME COMMON ERRORS:

- USING THE WRONG FORM AFTER A VERB (E.G., SHE WANTS GOING INSTEAD OF SHE WANTS TO GO).
- CONFUSING VERBS THAT CHANGE MEANING WITH DIFFERENT FORMS.
- OMITTING “TO” IN INFINITIVES WHERE REQUIRED.

TIPS TO AVOID THESE MISTAKES:
- ALWAYS REVIEW THE VERB PATTERNS ASSOCIATED WITH SPECIFIC VERBS.

- PRACTICE WITH TARGETED EXERCISES.
- USE GRAMMAR REFERENCE CHARTS TO VERIFY CORRECT FORMS.

SUMMARY: KEy T AKEAWAYS FOR GERUNDS AND INFINITIVES

- GERUNDS FUNCTION AS NOUNS AND ARE FORMED BY ADDING -ING TO THE BASE VERB.

- INFINITIVES ARE THE “TO" + BASE VERB FORM.

- SOME VERBS ARE FOLLOWED BY GERUNDS, SOME BY INFINITIVES, AND SOME CAN TAKE BOTH WITH DIFFERENT MEANINGS.
- CORRECT USAGE DEPENDS ON THE VERB AND SENTENCE CONTEXT.

- REGULAR PRACTICE AND EXPOSURE ARE ESSENTIAL FOR MASTERY.

CoNCLUSION

MASTERING THE USE OF GERUNDS AND INFINITIVES IS A VITAL STEP IN IMPROVING YOUR ENGLISH LANGUAGE SKILLS. BY

UNDERSTANDING THE RULES, PRACTICING EXERCISES LIKE “GERUNDS AND INFINITIVES EXERCISE -|,“ AND PAYING CLOSE ATTENTION
TO CONTEXT, YOU CAN SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCE YOUR GRAMMATICAL ACCURACY. REMEMBER THAT CONSISTENT PRACTICE,
READING, AND WRITING ARE THE KEYS TO INTERNALIZING THESE STRUCTURES. KEEP WORKING ON EXERCISES, REVIEW COMMON

VERB PATTERNS, AND SOON YOU'LL FIND YOURSELF USING GERUNDS AND INFINITIVES WITH CONFIDENCE AND PRECISION.

START PRACTICING TODAY TO STRENGTHEN YOUR COMMAND OF GERUNDS AND INFINITIVES, AND YOU'LL NOTICE IMPROVEMENT IN

BOTH YOUR WRITTEN AND SPOKEN ENGLISH!

FREQUENTLY AsSkeD QUESTIONS



\WHAT IS THE CORRECT FORM OF THE VERB IN THE SENTENCE: 'HIS JOKES MADE US
(LAUGH)'?

LAUGH

\WHY DO WE USE THE GERUND AFTER CERTAIN VERBS LIKE ‘MAKE’ IN ENGLISH?

BECAUSE AFTER VERBS LIKE ‘MAKE,” ‘GO," AND 'AVOID,” THE VERB IS TYPICALLY IN THE GERUND FORM TO ACT AS A NOUN OR
OBJECT.

\WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN USING A GERUND AND AN INFINITIVE AFTER VERBS?

GENERALLY, SOME VERBS ARE FOLLOWED BY A GERUND (VERB + ‘ING) TO EMPHASIZE THE ACTION AS A CONCEPT, WHILE OTHERS
ARE FOLLOWED BY AN INFINITIVE (TO + VERB) TO EXPRESS PURPOSE OR INTENTION.

CAN YOU GIVE AN EXAMPLE OF A SENTENCE WHERE 'MAKE’ IS FOLLOWED BY A GERUND?

YES, FOR EXAMPLE: ' THE LOUD NOISE MADE EVERYONE STOP.

IN THE SENTENCE ‘HIS JOKES MADE US LAUGH,” WHY IS ‘LAUGH’ NOT IN THE ~ING FORM?

BECAUSE 'MAKE’ IS FOLLOWED DIRECTLY BY THE BASE FORM OF THE VERB WITHOUT ‘TO’ OR '~ING’ IN THIS CONSTRUCTION.

\WHAT OTHER COMMON VERBS ARE FOLLOWED BY A GERUND?

VERBS LIKE ‘ENJOY,” ‘CONSIDER,” ‘AVOID,” ‘MISS,” AND 'RECOMMEND’ ARE OFTEN FOLLOWED BY A GERUND.

How Do YOu DECIDE WHETHER TO USE A GERUND OR AN INFINITIVE AFTER A VERB?

Y OU NEED TO LEARN SPECIFIC VERB PATTERNS, AS SOME VERBS ARE FOLLOWED BY A GERUND AND OTHERS BY AN INFINITIVE;,
CONSULTING GRAMMAR RULES OR DICTIONARIES CAN HELP DETERMINE THE CORRECT FORM.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

GERUNDS AND INFINITIVES EXERCISE 1: PUT THE VERBS IN THE CORRECT FORM

L ANGUAGE LEARNING, ESPECIALLY MASTERING THE USE OF GERUNDS AND INFINITIVES, IS A FUNDAMENTAL ASPECT OF MASTERING
ENGLISH. THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN THESE TWO FORMS CAN SOMETIMES BE SUBTLE BUT IS CRUCIAL FOR CONVEYING PRECISE
MEANING AND MAINTAINING GRAMMATICAL CORRECTNESS. THE EXERCISE TITLED “PUT THE VERBS IN THE CORRECT FORM” IS A
QUINTESSENTIAL EXAMPLE USED IN LANGUAGE CLASSROOMS TO REINFORCE UNDERSTANDING OF WHEN TO USE GERUNDS (\/ERB + -
ING) AND INFINITIVES (TO + BASE FORM). IN THIS COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW, WE WILL ANALYZE THE SIGNIFICANCE OF GERUNDS AND
INFINITIVES, EXPLORE THE RULES GOVERNING THEIR USAGE, AND EXAMINE THE EXERCISE'S ROLE IN DEVELOPING GRAMMATICAL
PROFICIENCY.

UNDERSTANDING GERUNDS AND INFINITIVES: DEFINITIONS AND FUNCTIONS



WHAT ARe GERUNDS?

A GERUND IS A VERB FORM ENDING IN “ING THAT FUNCTIONS AS A NOUN WITHIN A SENTENCE. GERUNDS CAN ACT AS THE SUBJECT
OF A SENTENCE, THE OBJECT OF A VERB, OR THE OBJECT OF A PREPOSITION. THEY ARE VERSATILE AND OFTEN USED TO DESCRIBE
ACTIVITIES OR CONCEPTS.

EXAMPLE:
- READING HELPS YOU LEARN. (HERE, “READING” IS THE SUBJECT OF THE SENTENCE.)
- SHE ENJOYS SWIMMING. (HERE, “SWIMMING” IS THE OBJECT OF THE VERB “ENJOYS.”)

(GERUNDS ARE PARTICULARLY USEFUL FOR EXPRESSING GENERAL ACTIVITIES OR HOBBIES AND ARE OFTEN EMPLOYED IN
SITUATIONS WHERE THE ACTIVITY ITSELF IS THE FOCUS.

WHAT ARE INFINITIVES?

AN INFINITIVE IS THE BASE FORM OF A VERB PRECEDED BY THE PARTICLE “TO.” INFINITIVES CAN SERVE MULTIPLE FUNCTIONS,
SUCH AS THE SUBJECT OF A SENTENCE, THE COMPLEMENT OF CERTAIN VERBS, OR THE OBJECT OF ANOTHER VERB.

ExXAMPLE:
- To READ IS TO LEARN. (SUBJECT OF THE SENTENCE)
- SHE WANTS TO DANCE. (OBJECT OF THE VERB “WANTS")

INFINITIVES OFTEN EXPRESS PURPOSE, INTENTION, OR FUTURE ACTIONS, ADDING A NUANCED LAYER OF MEANING TO SENTENCES.

RULES AND PATTERNS GOVERNING GERUNDS AND INFINITIVES

DECIDING WHETHER TO USE A GERUND OR AN INFINITIVE AFTER A PARTICULAR VERB DEPENDS ON SPECIFIC GRAMMATICAL RULES
AND CONVENTIONS. UNDERSTANDING THESE RULES AIDS IN CONSTRUCTING GRAMMATICALLY CORRECT SENTENCES AND ENHANCES
CLARITY.

VERBS FoLLOWED BY GERUNDS

CERTAIN VERBS ARE TYPICALLY FOLLOWED BY A GERUND. THESE INCLUDE:

- EnyJoy

- CONSIDER
- Avolb

- MinD

- FINISH

- SUGGEST
- ADMIT

- Keep

- PrRACTICE
- Risk

ExXAMPLES:
- THEY AVOIDED TALKING DURING THE MOVIE.

- SHE SUGGESTED GOING TO THE PARK.

USING A GERUND AFTER THESE VERBS ALIGNS WITH STANDARD GRAMMATICAL PATTERNS AND ENSURES NATURAL-SOUNDING



SENTENCES.

VERBS FOLLOWED BY INFINITIVES

OTHER VERBS ARE GENERALLY FOLLOWED BY AN INFINITIVE:

- WANT

- Decipe

- Hore

- PLaN

- PromMisE

- ExpecT

- NEeD

- W ouLD LIKE
- SEEM

- PRETEND

ExXAMPLES:
- HE DECIDED TO LEAVE EARLY.
- | HOPE TO SEE YOU TOMORROW.

SOME VERBS CAN BE FOLLOWED BY EITHER A GERUND OR AN INFINITIVE, BUT THE MEANING MAY CHANGE SLIGHTLY, WHICH
REQUIRES CAREFUL CONSIDERATION.

VERBS THAT CAN BE FoLLOWED BY EITHER GERUND OR INFINITIVE

CERTAIN VERBS ARE FLEXIBLE, AND THEIR MEANING DEPENDS ON WHETHER THEY ARE FOLLOWED BY A GERUND OR AN INFINITIVE.
EXAMPLES INCLUDE:

- LIke

- Love

- PrerFer

- START

- BeGiN

- CONTINUE
- HATE

ExAMPLES:
- SHE LIKES SWIMMING. / SHE LIKES TO SWIM.
- He STARTED WORKING. / HE STARTED TO WORK.

IN SOME CASES, THE CHOICE AFFECTS THE NUANCE——GERUNDS TEND TO EMPHASIZE THE ACTIVITY ITSELF, WHILE INFINITIVES
OFTEN REFER TO THE INTENT OR PURPOSE.

APPLICATION IN EXERCISE 1: ANALYZING THE SENTENCES

THE EXERCISE ”HISJOKES MADE US (LAUGH)” EXEMPLIFIES THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THESE RULES. THE KEY IS
TO IDENTIFY THE CORRECT VERB FORM THAT COMPLETES THE SENTENCE NATURALLY AND GRAMMATICALLY.

ExAMPLE ANALYSIS:

- HiS JOKES MADE US LAUGH.

Here, “MADE” IS A CAUSATIVE VERB THAT IS TYPICALLY FOLLOWED BY THE BASE FORM OF A VERB WITHOUT “T0.” AFTER
“MADE,” THE VERB REMAINS IN ITS BASE FORM, WHICH IN THIS CASE IS “LAUGH.”



HIS PARTICULAR STRUCTURE HIGHLIGHTS AN IMPORTANT EXCEPTION: CAUSATIVE VERBS LIKE “MAKE,” “LET,” AND “SEE” ARE
’ /
FOLLOWED BY THE BASE FORM OF THE VERB, NOT A GERUND OR INFINITIVE.

CoMMoN CHALLENGES AND MISCONCEPTIONS

W/HILE RULES FOR GERUNDS AND INFINITIVES ARE STRAIGHTFORWARD, LEARNERS OFTEN ENCOUNTER DIFFICULTIES DUE TO:

- VERBS WITH MULTIPLE ACCEPTABLE FORMS: SOME VERBS CAN BE FOLLOWED BY EITHER A GERUND OR AN INFINITIVE WITH A
CHANGE IN MEANING, LEADING TO CONFUSION.

- OVERGENERALIZATION: LEARNERS MIGHT ASSUME THAT ALL VERBS FOLLOW THE SAME PATTERN, LEADING TO ERRORS.

- NEGLECTING CONTEXT: THE MEANING OF A SENTENCE CAN CHANGE DEPENDING ON WHETHER A GERUND OR AN INFINITIVE IS USED,
MAKING CONTEXT CRUCIAL.

ExXAMPLE:
- | Like SWIMMING. (GENERAL PREFERENCE)
- | LIkE To sWIM. (SPECIFIC PREFERENCE OR INTENTION)

RECOGNIZING THESE NUANCES IS VITAL FOR ADVANCED LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY.

PRACTICAL STRATEGIES FOR MASTERING GERUNDS AND INFINITIVES

To EFFECTIVELY LEARN AND APPLY THE RULES OF GERUNDS AND INFINITIVES, LEARNERS CAN ADOPT SEVERAL STRATEGIES:

- MEMORIZATION OF COMMON VERB PATTERNS: CREATING LISTS OF VERBS FOLLOWED BY GERUNDS OR INFINITIVES.

- CONTEXTUAL PRACTICE: ENGAGING IN EXERCISES AND SENTENCES THAT EMPHASIZE DIFFERENT VERB FORMS.

- UNDERSTANDING SUBTLE DIFFERENCES: ANALYZING SENTENCES WHERE VERB CHOICE AFFECTS MEANING.

- USING LANGUAGE RESOURCES: CONSULTING GRAMMAR BOOKS, ONLINE EXERCISES, AND LANGUAGE APPS DESIGNED TO REINFORCE
THESE CONCEPTS.

CoNcLUSION: THE SIGNIFICANCE OF MASTERING GERUNDS AND INFINITIVES

MASTERY OF GERUNDS AND INFINITIVES IS A CORNERSTONE OF FLUENT AND ACCURATE ENGLISH. THE EXERCISE “PUT THE VERBS
IN THE CORRECT FORM” SERVES AS AN ESSENTIAL TOOL IN THIS LEARNING PROCESS, ENABLING STUDENTS TO INTERNALIZE
GRAMMATICAL RULES THROUGH PRACTICAL APPLICATION. BY UNDERSTANDING THE UNDERLYING PRINCIPLES, RECOGNIZING
PATTERNS, AND PRACTICING CONTEXTUAL USAGE, LEARNERS CAN ENHANCE THEIR GRAMMATICAL REPERTOIRE, LEADING TO
CLEARER COMMUNICATION AND GREATER CONFIDENCE IN THEIR LANGUAGE ABILITIES.

IN A BROADER LINGUISTIC CONTEXT, THE NUANCED USE OF GERUNDS AND INFINITIVES REFLECTS THE RICHNESS AND COMPLEXITY
OF ENGLISH SYNTAX. W/HETHER EXPRESSING PREFERENCES, INTENTIONS, OR DESCRIBING ACTIVITIES, THE APPROPRIATE CHOICE
BETWEEN GERUND AND INFINITIVE CAN ELEVATE A SPEAKER'S OR WRITER'S PRECISION AND STYLE. AS LANGUAGE LEARNERS
CONTINUE TO NAVIGATE THESE SUBTLETIES, EXERCISES LIKE THESE REMAIN INVALUABLE IN FOSTERING GRAMMATICAL MASTERY
AND LINGUISTIC VERSATILITY.
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