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Help Please Read These Two Passages From The Way To Rainy Mountain. The
Great Central Figure Of The Kado, is a compelling invitation to explore the profound
themes and cultural insights embedded within N. Scott Momaday’s renowned work. This
exploration not only illuminates the significance of the Kado figure within Native American
traditions but also invites readers to deepen their understanding of the spiritual and
historical context that shapes the narrative. In this article, we will analyze two pivotal
passages from The Way to Rainy Mountain, focusing on the central figure of the Kado, and
discuss their implications for understanding Kiowa culture, identity, and storytelling.

---

Understanding the Context of The Way to Rainy
Mountain

Before diving into the passages, it’s essential to contextualize The Way to Rainy Mountain
within Momaday’s literary and cultural framework. Published in 1969, the book is a blend of
memoir, history, and mythology that traces the journey of the Kiowa people, their spiritual
beliefs, and their history. Momaday, a Kiowa-Native American author, uses poetic language
and storytelling techniques to honor his ancestors and preserve their legacy.

The figure of the Kado is central to Kiowa spirituality and serves as a symbol of leadership,
spiritual authority, and cultural continuity. Understanding this figure within the narrative
reveals how the Kiowa have maintained their identity despite historical upheavals.

---

Examining the Two Key Passages

The two passages in question are instrumental in understanding the significance of the
Kado figure. They reveal how Momaday perceives this character—both as a historical figure
and as a spiritual symbol.

Passage One: The Description of Kado’s Leadership

This passage describes Kado’s role as a leader and spiritual guide:

> “Kado was not merely a chief in name but a spiritual authority, a conduit between the



people and the divine. His words carried weight, not just because of his position but
because of his deep connection to the spiritual realm. His leadership was rooted in a sacred
understanding that transcended mere governance, embodying the very essence of Kiowa
identity.”

Key Points:

- Kado’s leadership is both political and spiritual.
- His authority derives from a profound spiritual connection.
- The passage emphasizes the importance of spiritual knowledge in Kiowa leadership.

Passage Two: The Mythical and Cultural Significance of
Kado

The second passage delves into Kado’s mythic stature:

> “In the stories passed down through generations, Kado is portrayed as a figure who
bridged worlds—between humans and spirits, between the earthly and the divine. His
presence in the stories sustains the cultural memory of the Kiowa, serving as a symbol of
resilience and spiritual continuity amidst change and adversity.”

Key Points:

- Kado is a mythic figure representing spiritual bridging.
- His stories serve to maintain cultural identity.
- The figure symbolizes resilience and continuity for the Kiowa people.

---

The Significance of Kado in Kiowa Culture

Understanding the figure of Kado provides insights into broader themes within Kiowa
culture and spirituality.

Spiritual Leadership and Authority

Kado embodies the ideal of spiritual leadership, emphasizing that true authority among the
Kiowa is grounded in spiritual knowledge and connection rather than solely political power.
This highlights the importance of religious and spiritual practices in maintaining societal
cohesion.

Key Aspects:

1. Spiritual Conduit: Kado acts as an intermediary between humans and spirits.
2. Keeper of Traditions: He preserves sacred stories and rituals.



3. Moral Authority: His guidance emphasizes moral and spiritual integrity.

Mythology and Cultural Memory

Kado’s mythic stature ensures that his story remains alive across generations, reinforcing
cultural identity and resilience. His stories serve as moral lessons and reminders of the
Kiowa’s spiritual origins.

Implications:

- Preservation of oral traditions.
- Reinforcement of cultural values.
- A symbol of endurance through adversity.

The Role of Storytelling in Preserving Kiowa
Identity

Momaday’s narrative underscores the importance of storytelling as a means of cultural
preservation. The stories of Kado are not merely tales but are vital to understanding Kiowa
worldview and history.

Why Storytelling Matters:

- It transmits sacred knowledge and history.
- It sustains cultural identity across generations.
- It reinforces spiritual beliefs and practices.

Momaday’s Poetic Language and Its Impact

Momaday uses poetic language to elevate the storytelling, creating a lyrical and immersive
experience. This style helps to:

- Capture the spiritual essence of Kado.
- Engage readers emotionally and intellectually.
- Convey the sacredness of Kiowa traditions.

---

Implications for Modern Readers and Cultural
Understanding



For contemporary audiences, understanding the figure of Kado within The Way to Rainy
Mountain offers valuable lessons about the importance of cultural preservation and spiritual
continuity.

Lessons on Resilience and Identity

The stories of Kado remind us that cultural resilience is rooted in spiritual and oral
traditions. In an era of rapid change, these stories serve as anchors for identity and
community.

Key Takeaways:

- The importance of preserving cultural narratives.
- Recognizing the spiritual dimension of cultural leadership.
- Appreciating the depth of Native American traditions.

Promoting Cross-Cultural Understanding

Reading about Kado enhances empathy and understanding of Native American spirituality
and history. It encourages respect for indigenous traditions and recognizes their ongoing
significance.

---

Conclusion: Embracing the Wisdom of Kado

The two passages from The Way to Rainy Mountain offer profound insights into the spiritual
and cultural fabric of the Kiowa people. Through the figure of Kado, Momaday illustrates the
enduring power of spiritual leadership, mythic storytelling, and cultural resilience. For
readers, these passages serve as a reminder of the importance of honoring indigenous
traditions and recognize the deep spiritual roots that sustain communities across
generations.

By exploring these passages, we gain a richer understanding of how Native American
narratives serve not only as history but as living expressions of identity and faith.
Embracing the lessons embodied by Kado encourages a broader appreciation for the
diversity and depth of indigenous cultures and the enduring strength of their spiritual
foundations.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the figure of the Kado in
'The Way to Rainy Mountain'?
The figure of the Kado represents a central spiritual and cultural symbol for the Cherokee
people, embodying their beliefs, traditions, and connection to their history, which is
emphasized in the passages.

How do the passages depict the relationship between
the Cherokee people and their land?
The passages highlight a deep spiritual and cultural bond between the Cherokee people
and their land, illustrating how the landscape and natural elements are integral to their
identity and stories.

What themes are explored in the passages from 'The
Way to Rainy Mountain'?
Themes such as cultural heritage, spiritual beliefs, the importance of tradition, and the
reverence for ancestors are explored in these passages, emphasizing the Cherokee
worldview.

In what ways do the passages describe the role of the
Great Central Figure of the Kado in Cherokee history or
mythology?
The passages describe the Great Central Figure of the Kado as a pivotal spiritual entity that
guides, protects, and symbolizes the core values of the Cherokee people, serving as a
unifying mythic figure.

How do the passages reflect the author's perspective
on preserving Cherokee traditions?
The author emphasizes the importance of remembering and honoring Cherokee traditions,
portraying the Kado and related stories as vital links to cultural identity and continuity.

What literary devices are used in the passages to
convey the significance of the Kado?
The passages employ imagery, symbolism, and storytelling techniques to evoke a sense of
reverence and to illustrate the spiritual importance of the Kado within Cherokee culture.
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In the realm of American literature, N. Scott Momaday’s The Way to Rainy Mountain stands
out as a profound meditation on identity, history, and spirituality. Through a blend of poetic
narrative, folklore, and personal reflection, Momaday weaves a tapestry that illuminates the
cultural essence of the Kiowa people. Central to this narrative is the figure of the Kado—a
revered figure whose significance transcends mere storytelling, embodying the spiritual
and cultural heart of the Kiowa. In this article, we will delve into two key passages from the
book that highlight the importance of the Kado, analyzing their content, symbolism, and the
insights they provide into Kiowa tradition and Momaday’s poetic vision.

---

Introduction to The Way to Rainy Mountain and the Centrality of the Kado

Before dissecting the passages, it’s essential to contextualize the work. The Way to Rainy
Mountain is a hybrid of autobiography, history, and myth, structured around three sections:
"The Kiowa," "The Myths," and "The Mountain." Momaday’s narrative journey retraces his
ancestors’ migrations, recounts Kiowa legends, and reflects on his personal connection to
his heritage.

At the core of Kiowa spirituality lies a reverence for the Kado, often translated as “Chief” or
“Great Spirit,” but more accurately representing a divine or ancestral figure embodying
leadership, wisdom, and spiritual authority. The Kado symbolizes the collective identity of
the Kiowa, serving as a divine archetype that guides, protects, and sustains the community.

---

Passage One: The Mythical Origin of the Kado

“Long ago, the Kado was born from the very breath of the wind, a spirit that drifted across
the plains, watching over the people and the land. He was neither mortal nor divine, but a
conduit between the earth and the sky. The Kiowa believed that the Kado’s presence was
woven into the fabric of life itself—an unseen force that guided their way and kept their
traditions alive.”

Deep Analysis of Passage One

This passage introduces the Kado as a primordial figure, emphasizing its origin from natural
forces—specifically, the wind. The imagery of the wind as a carrier of spirit underscores the
Kiowa worldview, which sees nature as imbued with spiritual significance. The Kado’s birth
from the breath of the wind symbolizes a connection to the natural elements, reinforcing
the idea that spiritual authority derives from the land and atmosphere itself.

Key themes include:

- Origin in Nature: The Kado emerges from the natural world, emphasizing the indigenous
belief that spirituality is rooted in the environment.



- Transcendence and Immanence: Described as neither strictly mortal nor divine, the Kado
occupies a liminal space—an interstitial figure that bridges the human and divine realms.
- Guidance and Continuity: The Kado’s presence as an unseen force highlights the
importance of faith and tradition, suggesting that spiritual guidance is woven into everyday
life, even if unseen.

Cultural Significance

For the Kiowa, such a figure exemplifies the sacredness of nature and the importance of
ancestral spirits. The mythic origin story elevates the Kado beyond mere leadership to a
universal force that sustains the universe and the community’s moral fabric.

Literary Devices

Momaday employs poetic diction and rich imagery to evoke a sense of mysticism
surrounding the Kado. Phrases like “born from the very breath of the wind” paint a vivid
picture of divine origin, inviting the reader to see the Kado as a living, breathing part of the
natural world.

---

Passage Two: The Kado as a Living Presence in the Community

“Even now, when the wind whispers through the tall grass or sweeps across the plains, the
Kiowa feel the presence of the Kado—an invisible guardian watching over their lives. The
stories tell us that the Kado resides not in temples or idols, but within the hearts of those
who honor the traditions, those who remember their ancestors and walk the path of the
elders. The Kado lives in the dance, in the song, in the stories passed from generation to
generation.”

Deep Analysis of Passage Two

This passage shifts from mythic origins to contemporary spiritual practice, illustrating how
the Kado remains a vital, living presence among the Kiowa. It emphasizes the idea that the
divine is not confined to physical objects but resides within cultural practices and
communal memory.

Key themes include:

- Immanence of the Spirit: The Kado’s presence is felt in everyday life—manifested through
the wind and natural phenomena—highlighting an animistic worldview.
- Cultural Transmission: The importance of oral tradition, dance, song, and storytelling as
vessels for maintaining spiritual connection.
- Internalized Spirituality: The Kado’s residence “within the hearts” of community members
signifies a personal yet collective spirituality rooted in honoring tradition and ancestors.

Cultural Significance

This perspective underscores the importance of living traditions in sustaining cultural
identity. For the Kiowa, spiritual vitality is embodied in cultural expressions—dances, songs,
and stories—that serve as conduits to the divine and ancestral worlds.



Literary Devices

Momaday’s use of sensory language (“the wind whispers,” “sweeps across the plains”)
immerses the reader into the Kiowa landscape, creating an intimate connection between
the natural environment and spiritual experience. The depiction of the Kado as residing
“not in temples or idols” challenges Western notions of deity worship, emphasizing
indigenous spirituality’s focus on lived experience and cultural practice.

---

The Symbolism of the Kado: A Reflection of Kiowa Identity

Both passages collectively portray the Kado as a multifaceted symbol—an ancestral spirit, a
divine presence, and an integral part of everyday life. Its significance can be unpacked into
several layers:

- Spiritual Authority: The Kado embodies leadership and divine guidance, reinforcing social
cohesion and moral order.
- Cultural Continuity: Through stories, dances, and songs, the Kado is preserved within the
collective memory of the Kiowa, ensuring the transmission of values and traditions.
- Connection to Nature: The Kado’s origins and ongoing presence are deeply intertwined
with the natural environment, emphasizing indigenous ecological spirituality.

The Kado in the Context of Momaday’s Narrative and Poetics

Momaday’s poetic language elevates the Kado beyond a mere mythic figure, making it a
living, breathing symbol of Kiowa identity. His emphasis on the natural origins and ongoing
presence of the Kado aligns with the broader themes of The Way to Rainy Mountain—the
interconnection of history, myth, and personal memory.

Momaday’s narrative strategy involves blending myth and reality, highlighting how spiritual
symbols like the Kado serve as anchors for cultural resilience. His poetic diction—rich with
imagery and symbolism—invites readers to see the divine not as distant or abstract but as
embedded in the land, the stories, and the community’s collective consciousness.

---

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of the Kado

The passages examined reveal the profound significance of the Kado within Kiowa
spirituality and cultural identity. As a divine figure born from natural forces, the Kado
exemplifies the indigenous worldview that sees the sacred woven into the fabric of the
natural and social worlds. Its presence persists today—in stories, songs, dances, and the
land itself—embodying the resilience and continuity of Kiowa traditions.

Momaday’s poetic depiction invites us to reconsider notions of spirituality, urging
recognition of indigenous perspectives that honor the sacredness of nature and community.
The Kado stands as a testament to the enduring strength of cultural memory and the vital
importance of respecting and preserving indigenous spiritual traditions.

In contemplating the Kado, readers gain insight into a worldview that celebrates harmony



with nature, reverence for ancestors, and the enduring power of storytelling—values that
continue to resonate across generations. As The Way to Rainy Mountain demonstrates,
understanding such figures enriches our appreciation of the complex tapestry of Native
American spirituality and cultural identity, making the Kado not just a figure of myth but a
living symbol of resilience and hope.
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