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The rise of Adolf Hitler to power in Germany is a complex historical process that involved strategic
political maneuvers, diplomatic negotiations, and efforts to consolidate authority within the German
government. Among the various tactics employed, Hitler's approach to gaining power included
making peace treaties with other countries and manipulating the structure of the German
Parliament to favor his regime. This article explores how Hitler utilized these strategies to establish
and strengthen his control over Germany, leading to the eventual establishment of a totalitarian
dictatorship.

Understanding Hitler’s Strategy for Power: Diplomatic
Alliances and Treaties

One of the key aspects of Hitler’s rise was his ability to navigate international relations to Germany’s
advantage. Although his ultimate goal was to expand German territory and influence, initially, he
sought to relax tensions through diplomatic means, including making peace treaties and agreements
with other nations.

Revisiting the Treaty of Versailles

The Treaty of Versailles (1919) was a humiliating peace treaty imposed on Germany after World War
I. It imposed heavy reparations, military restrictions, and territorial losses, which fueled national
resentment and economic hardship. Hitler capitalized on this discontent to rally nationalist support.

Strategies for Diplomatic Negotiation

e Reasserting German Sovereignty: Hitler aimed to undo the restrictions imposed by
Versailles by negotiating new treaties or withdrawing from certain obligations.

e Forming Alliances: He sought to build strategic alliances with other countries to strengthen
Germany's position and reduce its isolation.

e Undermining the Post-War Order: By making treaties that challenged the existing
international agreements, Hitler aimed to reshape Europe in Germany’s favor.



Notable Treaties and Agreements

1. The Treaty of Rapallo (1922): An agreement between Germany and Soviet Russia to
normalize diplomatic relations and cooperate economically, bypassing restrictions from the
Treaty of Versailles.

2. The Anglo-German Naval Agreement (1935): Allowed Germany to build a navy up to 35%
of the size of the British Royal Navy, violating the Treaty of Versailles but gaining a diplomatic
edge.

3. The Munich Agreement (1938): An agreement with Britain and France that permitted
Germany’s annexation of the Sudetenland, aiming to avoid war and buy time for military
buildup.

Manipulating the German Parliament: Creating a
Larger and More Controlled Assembly

While diplomacy played a significant role, Hitler also focused on consolidating power within
Germany’s political system. One of his key strategies was to manipulate and expand the
parliamentary structure to legitimize his rule and suppress opposition.

The Role of the Reichstag in German Politics

The Reichstag was Germany’s parliament, responsible for passing laws and representing the people.
Before Hitler’s rise, it was a democratic institution, but he sought to undermine its authority and
influence.

Strategies for Controlling Parliament

¢ Legal Manipulation: Using legal means to pass laws that increased his power, such as the
Enabling Act of 1933, which granted Hitler dictatorial powers.

e Electoral Strategies: Exploiting elections to gain a parliamentary majority, often through
propaganda, intimidation, and alliances with other right-wing parties.

e Suppressing Opposition: Banning opposition parties, arresting political opponents, and
consolidating control over the political landscape.



The Enabling Act and Its Significance

The Enabling Act of March 1933 was a pivotal piece of legislation that allowed Hitler to enact laws
without parliamentary approval, effectively sidelining the Reichstag's authority. This act marked the
end of parliamentary democracy in Germany and the beginning of his dictatorship.

Expanding the Parliament: The Role of the Nazi Party

1. Gaining a Parliamentary Majority: Through electoral victories and strategic alliances,
Hitler’s Nazi Party became the largest party in the Reichstag.

2. Using Propaganda: Extensive propaganda campaigns swayed public opinion and garnered
support for Nazi policies.

3. Passing Legislation: With a majority, the Nazi-controlled Reichstag passed laws that
strengthened Hitler’s grip on power.

Combining Diplomacy and Parliamentary Strategies for
Total Control

Hitler’s rise to power was not solely based on military might or propaganda but was a calculated
combination of diplomatic treaties and manipulation of parliamentary structures. These strategies
allowed him to:

¢ Legitimize his rule internationally and domestically.

e Undermine democratic institutions to establish a totalitarian regime.

e Expand Germany’s territory and influence through negotiated agreements.

e Suppress opposition and consolidate power within Germany’s political system.

Conclusion: The Dual Approach of Diplomacy and
Political Manipulation

In conclusion, Hitler’s ascent to power was a multifaceted process that involved making peace
treaties with other countries to ease international tensions and create strategic advantages while
simultaneously manipulating Germany’s parliamentary system to eliminate opposition and legitimize
his rule. His diplomatic efforts helped restore Germany’s national pride and reposition it on the



world stage, while his internal political strategies dismantled democratic institutions, paving the way
for his dictatorship.

Understanding these tactics provides insight into how Hitler was able to transform Germany from a
fragile democracy into a totalitarian state, highlighting the importance of both international
diplomacy and domestic political strategy in the rise of authoritarian regimes.

Frequently Asked Questions

Did Hitler seek power by making peace treaties with other
countries?

No, Hitler primarily sought to expand Germany's territory and influence through aggressive policies
and military conquest, rather than making peace treaties to gain power.

Was creating a larger parliament a strategy Hitler used to
gain power?

No, Hitler did not aim to create a larger parliament; instead, he manipulated political systems, used
propaganda, and suppressed opposition to consolidate power.

Did Hitler's rise involve forming peace treaties with other
nations?

While Hitler signed some treaties like the Non-Aggression Pact with the Soviet Union, these were
strategic moves rather than methods to gain power domestically.

Did Hitler increase his power by expanding the German
parliament?

No, Hitler's strategy was to weaken parliamentary power and establish a dictatorship, notably after
the Reichstag Fire and the Enabling Act, which gave him dictatorial powers.

Was Hitler's method of gaining power related to diplomatic
peace treaties?

Partially—Hitler used treaties like the Pact of Steel and the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact to secure
strategic advantages, but his main method was political manipulation and militarization.

Did Hitler create a larger parliament to increase his
influence?

No, he aimed to diminish parliamentary influence by passing laws that gave him dictatorial powers,
effectively bypassing or dissolving the parliament.



Were peace treaties a key part of Hitler’s strategy to
legitimize his power?

No, Hitler rejected many international treaties that limited Germany's sovereignty and instead
focused on unilateral actions and military expansion.

Did Hitler seek to strengthen his position by forming alliances
through peace treaties?

He formed some alliances through treaties, such as the Pact of Steel and the Pact of Non-
Aggression, but these were strategic military alliances rather than methods to increase his internal
political power.

Was the creation of a larger parliament a tactic used by Hitler
to gain power?

No, Hitler worked to dismantle parliamentary democracy, consolidating power through legal means
like the Enabling Act rather than expanding the parliament.

Did Hitler's rise to power involve making peace treaties with
other countries to stabilize Germany?

While he signed treaties to secure strategic interests, his rise was primarily driven by internal
political maneuvers, propaganda, and militarization rather than diplomatic peace treaties aimed at
stabilization.

Additional Resources

How Did Hitler Seek Power? By Making Peace Treaties With Other Countries By Creating A Larger
Parliament

The rise of Adolf Hitler to power remains one of the most studied and debated events in modern
history. His ascent was marked not only by propaganda, violence, and ideological fervor but also by
strategic diplomatic maneuvers and constitutional manipulations. At the core of Hitler's strategy was
a complex interplay of diplomatic treaties, international negotiations, and political restructuring
aimed at consolidating his authority within Germany and expanding his influence abroad. This
article explores the nuanced ways in which Hitler sought power through diplomatic treaties and the
creation of a larger, more compliant parliament, examining both the domestic and international
dimensions of his rise.

Diplomatic Treaties as Tools for Power Consolidation

In the aftermath of World War I, Germany was beset by economic hardship, political instability, and



widespread resentment due to the Treaty of Versailles. Hitler recognized that international
diplomacy could be harnessed to weaken his enemies, garner strategic advantages, and legitimize
his regime. His approach to treaties was pragmatic and opportunistic—aimed at both rearming
Germany and positioning himself as a leader capable of restoring national pride.

The Treaty of Versailles and Its Repercussions

The Treaty of Versailles (1919) imposed severe restrictions on Germany, including disarmament,
territorial losses, and war guilt clauses. These provisions fueled resentment and provided
propaganda material for Hitler to rally nationalist sentiment. Recognizing the limitations imposed,
Hitler aimed to undermine the treaty’s authority through diplomatic means, ultimately seeking to
nullify or bypass its constraints.

The Locarno Treaties (1925)

One of Hitler’s early diplomatic initiatives was to leverage the Locarno Treaties, which sought to
normalize relations between Germany and its neighbors. Although Hitler was not directly involved in
the negotiations—these treaties were signed before he rose to power—the spirit of diplomatic
engagement set a precedent for future negotiations aimed at revising the post-war order.

Revising the Peace Framework: The Pact of Steel and the
Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact

Once in power, Hitler sought to create new alliances. The Pact of Steel (1939) with Italy and the
Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact (1939) with the Soviet Union exemplify Japan and Germany’s strategic use
of treaties to secure their objectives:

- Pact of Steel: An alliance that committed Germany and Italy to mutual support in war, reinforcing
their territorial ambitions.

- Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact: A non-aggression treaty that included a secret protocol dividing Eastern
Europe into spheres of influence, enabling Hitler’s invasion of Poland without fear of Soviet
intervention.

These treaties exemplify how Hitler used diplomatic agreements to secure strategic advantages,
neutralize threats, and facilitate military expansion.

Creating a Larger, More Compliant Parliament: Legal
and Constitutional Maneuvering

While international treaties played a significant role, Hitler’s consolidation of power was equally



dependent on domestic political restructuring. The German parliamentary system was manipulated
through legal means to grant Hitler the authority he needed to establish a totalitarian state.

The Enabling Act of 1933

The pivotal moment in Hitler’s quest for power was the passage of the Enabling Act (March 23,
1933). This law allowed Hitler to enact laws without parliamentary approval, effectively giving him
dictatorial powers. How was this achieved?

- Preconditions: Hitler exploited the Reichstag Fire (February 1933) to justify emergency decrees
that suspended civil liberties and suppressed opposition parties.

- Political Alliances: The Nazi Party formed alliances with conservative politicians who believed they
could control Hitler or use him to suppress communists and socialists.

- Legislative Tactics: Through intense propaganda, intimidation, and backdoor negotiations, Hitler
secured the votes needed to pass the Enabling Act, transforming the Reichstag into a rubber-stamp
body.

Suppressing Political Opposition and Restructuring Power

Post-1933, Hitler systematically dismantled democratic institutions:

- Banning Political Parties: The Nazi regime outlawed all other political parties, establishing a one-
party state.

- Centralizing Authority: Local governments and the judiciary were brought under Nazi control.

- Creating a Larger “Parliament”: While the Reichstag was purged of opposition, Hitler’s regime
established the People’s Court and other institutions to legitimize his decrees, often under the guise
of constitutional legality.

Legal Manipulation and Propaganda

Hitler’s regime used propaganda to create the illusion of legitimacy. The Reichstag Fire Decree and
Enabling Act were portrayed as necessary measures to restore order, thus gaining public support or
at least acquiescence.

The International Dimension: Diplomatic Strategies to
Secure Power

Hitler's diplomatic approach was not solely about treaties with other nations but also about shaping
international perceptions to facilitate his domestic ambitions.



Diplomacy as a Means of Legitimization

By engaging in diplomatic negotiations, Germany under Hitler sought to:

- Break the restrictions of the Treaty of Versailles.
- Gain recognition and strategic alliances.
- Reduce diplomatic isolation.

Some notable diplomatic moves include:

- Reoccupation of the Rhineland (1936): A bold move that violated Versailles but was presented as a
defensive measure, gaining domestic approval.

- Annexation of Austria (Anschluss, 1938): Diplomatic pressure and political manipulation led to the
incorporation of Austria into Nazi Germany, effectively expanding Hitler’s territory without military
confrontation.

- Munich Agreement (1938): Appeased Britain and France by ceding Sudetenland to Germany,
buying time for further expansion plans.

Diplomatic Deception and Coercion

Hitler often used diplomacy to deceive or coerce other nations:

- Appeasement: Western powers' policy of appeasement allowed Hitler to expand unchecked.
- Blackmail and Coercion: Diplomatic negotiations often involved threats or the use of military force
to achieve desired outcomes.

The Interrelation Between Diplomatic and Domestic
Strategies

Hitler’s rise was a calculated synergy of diplomatic treaties and domestic political restructuring. His
ability to manipulate international agreements provided the room to maneuver politically at home,
while the creation of a larger, more compliant parliament through legal means enabled him to
legitimize his actions.

Key points of intersection include:

- Diplomatic treaties provided a veneer of legitimacy and strategic advantage, which in turn
bolstered domestic support for Hitler’s aggressive policies.

- Domestic legal measures, like the Enabling Act, facilitated the ratification of treaties and
agreements that expanded Germany’s territory and influence.

- The suppression of opposition within Germany created a political environment conducive to
aggressive foreign diplomacy, with dissenting voices silenced.



Conclusion: A Multifaceted Approach to Power

Adolf Hitler’s pursuit of power was a multifaceted process that combined strategic diplomacy with
domestic constitutional manipulation. He recognized that international treaties could serve as tools
to weaken opponents and facilitate territorial expansion, while the creation of a larger, more
obedient parliament provided the legal and political framework necessary to implement his policies
unopposed.

His diplomatic treaties—ranging from alliances to annexations—allowed him to circumvent the
constraints of the post-World War I order and foster a sense of legitimacy both domestically and
internationally. Simultaneously, his manipulation of the parliamentary system, culminating in the
Enabling Act, transformed the German government into a dictatorship, effectively consolidating his
control.

By understanding these intertwined strategies, we gain a clearer picture of how Hitler sought to
legitimize, expand, and solidify his power—an approach characterized by opportunism, deception,
legal manipulation, and ruthless diplomacy. His methods serve as a stark reminder of how
constitutional and diplomatic tools can be exploited for authoritarian ends—a lesson with enduring
relevance in contemporary political analysis.
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In Summary: Hitler’s quest for power was not solely a matter of brute force or ideological
extremism; it was a sophisticated interplay of diplomatic treaties, strategic alliances, and domestic
legal engineering. This combination allowed him to reshape Germany’s political landscape and
expand his influence across Europe—an approach that underscores the importance of understanding
both international diplomacy and internal political mechanisms in the rise of authoritarian regimes.
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