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In William Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night’s Dream, the characters’ motives
and actions often reveal deeper insights into their personalities and moral
compass. One of the most intriguing plot points involves Oberon’s strategic
plan to obtain the changeling boy from Titania. This plan not only advances
the narrative but also offers a window into Oberon’s character—his cunning,
desire for power, sense of justice, and sometimes his mischievous nature.
Understanding how Oberon’s scheme to take the changeling boy reflects his
character requires a detailed examination of his motivations, methods, and
the underlying themes of the play.

In this article, we will explore the context of Oberon’s plan, analyze the
specifics of his strategy, and interpret how these actions mirror his
personality traits and moral outlook. Through this analysis, readers will
gain a comprehensive understanding of Oberon’s character as depicted in
Shakespeare’s enchanting comedy.

---

Context of Oberon’s Desire for the Changeling
Boy

The Role of Titania and the Changeling Boy
The play opens with Titania, the queen of the fairies, and Oberon, her king,
in a state of discord. Titania is caring for a young changeling boy, whom she
regards with maternal affection. The boy’s background is not elaborately
detailed, but he is clearly significant to Titania, perhaps as a servant or a
symbol of her bond with the fairy realm.

Oberon’s interest in the boy is driven by multiple motivations:
- Jealousy and Power: Oberon desires to assert his dominance and take control
over Titania and her possessions.
- Desire for the Boy’s Magical Powers: The changeling’s royal fairy lineage
and potential magical abilities make him a valuable asset.
- Personal Grudge: Oberon resents Titania’s refusal to relinquish the boy,
which has caused him to seek a way to assert his authority.



Oberon’s Motivations and Moral Position
While at first glance Oberon’s plan appears manipulative and selfish, it also
reflects complex motivations:
- Justice and Fairness: Oberon believes that the boy would be better off
under his guardianship, especially if it aligns with his broader plans for
the fairy realm.
- Love and Jealousy: His actions are partly driven by his love for Titania
and his jealousy over her attachment to the boy.
- Desire for Control: Oberon’s plan underscores his need to control not only
Titania but also her resources, including the child.

---

Oberon’s Plan to Gain the Changeling Boy

The Strategy and Methodology
Oberon’s plan to acquire the changeling boy is carefully orchestrated,
involving cunning, magic, and psychological manipulation. His approach can be
broken down into several key steps:

1. Observation and Information Gathering
- Oberon observes Titania’s attachment to the boy, understanding her
protective instincts.
- He learns about the boy’s significance and the emotional bond Titania
shares with him.

2. Use of Magical Potions
- Oberon employs a magical flower’s juice—commonly known as the love-in-
idleness—to influence Titania.
- He plans to cast a spell that will make Titania fall in love with the first
creature she sees upon waking, thereby diverting her attention from the
child.

3. Creating a Distraction
- Meanwhile, Oberon intends to send Puck to fetch the changeling boy or to
manipulate Titania’s perception so that she willingly hands over the child.
- His plan involves subtlety—manipulating her emotions rather than direct
confrontation.

4. The Confrontation and Acquisition
- Once Titania is enchanted and distracted, Oberon aims to take the boy,
asserting his authority.
- His ultimate goal is to bring the boy into his own care, perhaps to use his
magical potential or to settle their dispute.



The Role of Magic and Deception
Oberon’s plan hinges heavily on magical deception:
- The love potion causes Titania to fall in love with a “rude mechanical”
(Nick Bottom), which distracts her from her original concerns.
- This distraction allows Oberon to seize the opportunity to take the
changeling boy without open conflict.

This use of magic not only demonstrates Oberon’s resourcefulness but also
highlights his willingness to manipulate others for his purposes, reflecting
a complex moral character.

---

How Oberon’s Plan Reflects His Character

Cunning and Strategic Thinking
Oberon’s plan showcases his intelligence and strategic mindset:
- He carefully studies Titania’s emotional state.
- Uses magical tools and psychological tactics to achieve his goal.
- Prefers subtle manipulation over brute force, indicating a clever and
calculating nature.

Reflection in Character:
- His strategic approach reveals a ruler-like quality—someone who plans ahead
and considers the consequences.
- It also shows his ability to manipulate situations to his advantage,
emphasizing his cunning.

Desire for Power and Control
Oberon’s willingness to use magic and deception to take the boy underscores
his desire for dominance:
- He seeks to assert his authority over Titania and her possessions.
- His actions demonstrate a need to control not only his realm but also the
affairs of others, including Titania and her fairy realm.

Reflection in Character:
- His controlling tendencies highlight a potentially possessive and
authoritative personality.
- His willingness to manipulate others for personal gain suggests a
pragmatic, albeit morally ambiguous, nature.



Jealousy and Possessiveness
Oberon’s plan is fueled by jealousy—over Titania’s affection for the boy and
her independence:
- He resents her attachment and seeks to undermine her.
- His desire to have the boy under his care can be seen as an extension of
his jealousy and possessiveness.

Reflection in Character:
- These emotions reveal a somewhat insecure side of Oberon, driven by rivalry
and the need to assert dominance.
- His actions, although strategic, are also emotionally charged, illustrating
human flaws.

Mischievous and Playful Nature
Despite his desire for control, Oberon’s use of magic and trickery also
reflect a mischievous streak:
- His playful manipulation of Titania and others adds a humorous and
whimsical dimension to his character.
- The magical pranks and schemes demonstrate his love for mischief,
characteristic of fairy royalty.

Reflection in Character:
- His playful cunning makes him a complex figure—both authoritative and
mischievous.
- This duality adds depth to his character, balancing power with humor.

---

Implications of Oberon’s Plan on the Play’s
Themes

The Theme of Power and Authority
Oberon’s plan exemplifies themes of power, control, and authority:
- It raises questions about the morality of manipulation for personal gain.
- Highlights the delicate balance of power among fairy royalty and humans.

The Theme of Love and Jealousy
His emotional motives—love, jealousy, possessiveness—are central to the plan:
- They demonstrate how personal feelings influence decisions.
- Show the complex interplay between love, desire, and power.



The Use of Magic as a Reflection of Character
Oberon’s reliance on magic to achieve his ends mirrors his resourcefulness
but also his moral ambiguity:
- It emphasizes how magic is a tool for both benevolent and selfish purposes.
- Reflects the fairy world’s whimsical yet morally complex nature.

---

Conclusion: What Oberon’s Plan Reveals About
His Character

Oberon’s plan to gain the changeling boy from Titania is a vivid illustration
of his multifaceted character. His strategic use of magic and deception
reveals a cunning and intelligent ruler who is capable of manipulation and
tactical thinking. His actions are driven by a mixture of jealousy, desire
for control, and a sense of justice, which together paint a picture of a
complex and morally ambiguous figure.

Furthermore, his mischievous and playful nature, coupled with his
authoritative tendencies, makes Oberon a compelling character—one who
embodies the themes of power, love, and deception that are central to A
Midsummer Night’s Dream. His plan not only advances the plot but also offers
insight into his personality, showing that beneath his regal exterior lies a
character driven by human-like passions and flaws, making him one of
Shakespeare’s most intriguing fairy figures.

Understanding how Oberon’s plan reflects his character enhances our
appreciation of Shakespeare’s nuanced storytelling and the timeless themes
explored in this enchanting comedy.

Frequently Asked Questions

How does Oberon's plan to acquire the changeling boy
from Titania reflect his cunning nature?
Oberon's strategic use of the magic potion to manipulate Titania demonstrates
his cleverness and willingness to employ trickery to achieve his goals.

In what way does Oberon's approach to gaining the
changeling boy reveal his desire for control?
His deliberate interference in Titania's affections shows his need to assert
dominance and manipulate others to get what he wants.



How does Oberon's plan showcase his resourcefulness
and determination?
By devising a magical scheme to distract Titania and influence her feelings,
Oberon illustrates his ingenuity and persistence in achieving his objective.

What does Oberon's method say about his moral
character?
His willingness to deceive Titania suggests a morally ambiguous or cunning
personality, prioritizing his desires over honesty.

How does Oberon's plan to steal the changeling boy
demonstrate his strategic thinking?
He carefully orchestrates the use of enchantments to manipulate Titania,
showing his ability to think ahead and plan complex schemes.

In what way does Oberon's plan reflect his sense of
authority and leadership among the fairies?
His confident manipulation indicates his dominant role and desire to control
important aspects of the fairy realm.

Does Oberon's plan reveal any weaknesses in his
character?
His reliance on trickery and magic might suggest a lack of
straightforwardness or moral compromise, hinting at potential flaws in his
character.

How does the plan to take the changeling boy align
with Oberon's overall personality traits?
It highlights his assertiveness, strategic mind, and sometimes manipulative
tendencies, consistent with a character driven by ambition.

What does Oberon's willingness to use magic to
influence Titania reveal about his character?
It shows his resourcefulness but also his tendency to resort to cunning
tricks rather than direct confrontation.

How does Oberon's plan to gain the changeling boy



from Titania reflect his complex character traits?
It underscores his intelligence, assertiveness, and moral ambiguity,
portraying him as a multifaceted ruler who uses both power and cunning to
achieve his aims.
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In William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream, one of the most
intriguing aspects is Oberon’s plan to acquire the changeling boy from
Titania. This scheme not only advances the plot but also offers deep insights
into Oberon’s character—his motivations, desires, and complex personality
traits. Oberon’s plan to gain the changeling boy from Titania serves as a
window into his nature, revealing both his cunning and his capacity for both
love and manipulation. Exploring how his strategic approach reflects his
character provides a richer understanding of this pivotal figure in the play.

---

Understanding Oberon’s Character: A Brief Overview

Before diving into his plan, it’s essential to understand who Oberon is. As
the king of the fairies, Oberon embodies authority, pride, and a sense of
entitlement. His character oscillates between regal dignity and petty
jealousy, especially concerning Titania’s affections and her refusal to
surrender the changeling boy. His actions are driven by a mix of genuine
love, possessiveness, and a desire to assert dominance over both his wife and
the natural world.

---

The Context of the Changeling Boy

The changeling boy is a significant figure in the play, caught between the
human world and fairy realm. Titania’s attachment to the boy symbolizes her
emotional independence and her defiance of Oberon’s authority. Oberon’s
desire to obtain the boy stems from a combination of strategic
motives—possibly to use him as a bargaining chip—and personal reasons—his
jealousy and possessiveness. His plan to take the boy reflects his deeper
personality traits, such as his cunning, determination, and willingness to
manipulate others.

---

How Oberon’s Plan Reflects His Character

1. Cunning and Strategic Thinking



Oberon’s plan to acquire the changeling boy is a classic example of his
intelligence and strategic mindset. Recognizing Titania’s attachment to the
child, he devises a clever scheme to manipulate her emotions and secure the
boy’s custody.

Key aspects:

- Use of Magic: Oberon employs the magical potion to enchant Titania, causing
her to fall in love with a ridiculous creature. This act of magic
demonstrates his resourcefulness and mastery over enchantments.

- Manipulation of Emotions: By causing Titania to become enamored with a
fairy’s head, Oberon exploits her emotional vulnerability to distract her
from her attachment to the boy.

- Strategic Timing: Oberon waits for the right moment to act, understanding
that Titania’s preoccupation will weaken her resistance.

Reflection of character: These tactics highlight Oberon’s cleverness and his
willingness to manipulate others to achieve his goals, sometimes at the
expense of morality. His strategic thinking underscores his role as a ruler
who values power and control.

---

2. Jealousy and Possessiveness

Oberon’s desire to take the changeling boy also reveals a deep-seated
jealousy and possessiveness, especially in his relationship with Titania.

Examples:

- Jealousy over Titania’s affections: His frustration with Titania’s refusal
to give him the boy showcases his insecurity and desire to assert dominance
over her.

- Possession of the boy: The fact that he wishes to claim the child as his
own reflects his possessiveness, akin to a ruler defending his territory and
authority.

Reflection of character: These traits portray Oberon as a figure driven by
emotional vulnerabilities, which he masks behind his regal demeanor. His
jealousy fuels his cunning, pushing him to resort to magic and manipulation.

---

3. Authority and Command

Oberon’s plan also demonstrates his authoritative nature. He expects
compliance and uses his magical powers to enforce his will.



Key points:

- Imposition of his will: His command over the fairies and his ability to
manipulate them to serve his purpose show his dominance.

- Use of enchantments: The spell on Titania is an assertion of his power,
illustrating that he can influence others’ perceptions and feelings.

Reflection of character: Oberon’s reliance on magic and authority signifies
his confidence in his power as king of the fairies, but also hints at a
potential for arrogance and overreach.

---

4. Love and Compassion Masked by Manipulation

While Oberon’s plan involves deception, it is also rooted in a desire to
reunite with Titania and restore harmony. His actions, therefore, are a
complex blend of love and ego.

Examples:

- Desire for reconciliation: His ultimate goal is to make Titania relinquish
her hold on the changeling boy so they can be reunited.

- Use of magic as a means to an end: His manipulative tactics serve a purpose
beyond mere control—they are part of his effort to restore their
relationship.

Reflection of character: This duality showcases Oberon as a passionate,
somewhat flawed ruler whose love can turn into petty jealousy, but also
reveals his capacity for kindness and reconciliation.

---

The Reflection of His Character in His Plan: Summary

Oberon’s plan to gain the changeling boy from Titania is a multifaceted
reflection of his character. It displays his:

- Cunning and strategic mind through the use of magic and manipulation.
- Jealousy and possessiveness over Titania’s affections and the boy.
- Authority and confidence as king of the fairies, commanding others to serve
his will.
- Complex emotional landscape, blending love with pride, and a desire for
harmony with underlying selfish motives.

This plan encapsulates the central contradictions within Oberon’s
personality—his regal authority tempered by personal insecurities and
emotional vulnerabilities. His duplicity and cleverness ultimately serve to
highlight the play’s themes of love’s complexity, power, and the importance



of understanding and reconciliation.

---

Final Thoughts

In conclusion, Oberon’s plan to acquire the changeling boy from Titania is
more than a mere plot device; it is a mirror reflecting his character’s depth
and contradictions. Through his clever use of magic, strategic manipulation,
and emotional complexity, Shakespeare presents Oberon as a layered figure—one
who embodies both the grandeur of a fairy king and the flaws of a jealous,
possessive lover. Understanding how this plan reveals his character enriches
our appreciation of A Midsummer Night’s Dream and underscores the timeless
nature of Shakespeare’s exploration of human (and fairy) nature.
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