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The setting plays a crucial role in shaping the emotional landscape and the final reflections of the
speaker in Robert W. Service's poem "The Cremation Of Sam McGee." As the poem concludes, the
environment—the icy, desolate Yukon wilderness—becomes a silent but powerful force that
influences the speaker’s feelings of awe, relief, and introspection. Understanding how the setting
impacts the speaker at this pivotal moment offers valuable insights into the themes of perseverance,
mortality, and the profound effect of the natural world on human experience.

The Significance of the Yukon Wilderness Setting

The Harshness of the Arctic Environment

The Yukon wilderness is depicted as an unforgiving, icy wasteland that challenges the characters’
endurance. The relentless cold, snow, and ice create an atmosphere of isolation and danger. This
harsh environment:

- Emphasizes the severity of the journey
- Highlights the struggle between man and nature
- Sets the stage for the tragic tale of Sam McGee’s death

The extreme cold and bleak landscape serve as a backdrop that amplifies the emotional intensity of
the poem’s conclusion. For the speaker, witnessing the cremation amidst this icy terrain stirs
complex feelings of respect, relief, and a somber acknowledgment of nature’s indifference.

The Darkness and Silence of the Arctic Night

As the poem reaches its climax, the darkness envelops the scene. The Arctic night is described as
silent and profound, adding to the atmosphere’s weight. The quietness of the setting:

- Reinforces the solemnity of the cremation
- Reflects the speaker’s introspective mood
- Creates a sense of timelessness and stillness

This quietude allows the speaker to process the emotional significance of what has transpired,
deepening the impact of the final act.



The Setting’s Impact on the Speaker’s Emotional State

Fostering a Sense of Reverence and Awe

The desolate, icy environment elevates the act of cremation from a mere necessity to a profound
ritual. The speaker’s awe is heightened by the setting’s starkness, which underscores the gravity of
the moment. The cold, silent wilderness:

- Makes the act of cremation more poignant
- Imbues the scene with a sense of sanctity
- Encourages reflection on mortality and the human condition

The environment’s grandeur and emptiness serve to remind the speaker of the smallness of human
life in the face of nature’s vastness.

Enhancing Feelings of Relief and Closure

Throughout the poem, the speaker endures a harrowing journey to fulfill Sam McGee’s dying wish.
The setting’s bleakness and the quiet at the end provide a contrasting backdrop that fosters feelings
of relief and closure. Specifically:

- The icy silence signifies the end of suffering
- The cold environment acts as a mirror to the finality of death

- The act of cremation in the quiet wilderness symbolizes release and peace

The setting’s starkness helps the speaker find a sense of closure, knowing that Sam McGee’s
remains have been honored in the wilderness he feared so much.

The Symbolic Role of the Environment in the Poem’s
Theme

The Arctic as a Metaphor for Life and Death

The setting’s icy, barren landscape serves as a metaphor for the human journey through life and
death. The poem’s environment symbolizes:

- The harsh realities and struggles of life
- The inevitability of death

- The possibility of transcendence or peace beyond death

The quiet, frozen wilderness becomes a space where mortality is confronted and accepted, shaping



the speaker’s understanding and emotional response.

The Power of Nature’s Indifference

The setting underscores nature’s indifference to human suffering. The silent, unyielding
environment:

- Highlights the insignificance of individual lives
- Reinforces the idea that nature continues unaffected by human emotions

- Creates a somber tone that influences the speaker’s mood

This realization affects the speaker’s perception of the events and deepens the solemnity of the
closing scene.

The Influence of Setting on the Poem’s Tone and Mood

The Creation of a Somber and Reflective Atmosphere

The setting’s bleakness and quietness craft a tone of somber reflection. The poem’s mood is
characterized by:

- Reverence for the dead
- A sense of solitude and introspection
- Respect for the resilience of the human spirit

The environment'’s silence and coldness serve to focus the reader’s attention on the emotional
weight of the scene.

The Establishment of a Mood of Resignation and Acceptance

The icy, silent wilderness embodies a mood of resignation to the natural order. The speaker’s
acceptance of death and the quiet environment:

- Reinforces the theme of mortality
- Suggests a peaceful surrender to nature’s power
- Reflects the inner calm achieved through the act of cremation

This mood influences how the reader perceives the final moments of the poem, emphasizing the
harmony between humans and the natural world.



How Setting Shapes the Reader’s Interpretation

Creating an Atmosphere of Respect and Reverence

The setting’s portrayal of the Arctic wilderness invites readers to view the scene with reverence. The
silence and starkness:

- Elevate the act of cremation to a ritual of dignity
- Encourage contemplation of life, death, and what lies beyond

This atmosphere influences the reader’s emotional response, fostering empathy and respect for the
themes conveyed.

Invoking a Sense of Wonder and Reflection

The grandeur and silence of the setting inspire wonder about the power of nature and human
resilience. The environment prompts readers to consider:

- The vastness and indifference of the natural world
- The resilience needed to survive such conditions
- The importance of honoring loved ones in meaningful ways

This reflective mood deepens engagement with the poem’s themes and message.

Conclusion: The Setting’s Enduring Impact on the
Speaker and the Reader

The setting of "The Cremation Of Sam McGee," characterized by the icy, silent Yukon wilderness,
profoundly influences both the speaker’s emotional journey and the reader’s interpretation. Its
starkness and quietness evoke reverence, awe, and acceptance, framing the final act of cremation as
a meaningful culmination of the characters’ ordeal. The environment’s symbolic and literal elements
reinforce themes of mortality, resilience, and the indifference of nature, leaving a lasting impression
of the power of setting to shape narrative tone and emotional resonance. Ultimately, the quiet, icy
landscape is not merely a backdrop but an active force that elevates the poem’s message and
deepens its emotional impact.

Frequently Asked Questions

How does the icy Arctic setting influence the speaker's



emotional state at the end of the poem?

The harsh, cold Arctic setting heightens the speaker's feelings of despair and solemnity,
emphasizing the somber mood as he reflects on Sam McGee's cremation and the relentless
environment.

In what way does the remote setting contribute to the theme
of death and mortality in the poem?

The isolated, desolate setting underscores the inevitability of death and the loneliness associated
with mortality, reinforcing the somber tone at the poem's conclusion.

How does the bleak Arctic landscape affect the speaker's
sense of closure or peace at the end of the poem?

The stark, quiet Arctic environment provides a somber backdrop that offers a sense of finality and
quiet reflection, helping the speaker find a subdued form of closure.

What role does the natural environment play in shaping the
mood during the poem's ending?

The cold, silent Arctic environment amplifies the mood of solemnity and reverence, creating a
peaceful yet somber atmosphere at the end.

How does the setting's isolation influence the speaker's
feelings of remorse or fulfillment?

The remoteness of the setting intensifies feelings of loneliness and introspection, allowing the
speaker to process his feelings of remorse or fulfillment in solitude.

In what way does the setting's quietness at the end reflect the
poem's themes?

The quietness symbolizes the stillness of death and the finality of Sam McGee's journey, emphasizing
themes of mortality and the peace that follows life's struggles.

How does the snow-covered landscape symbolize the
emotional resolution at the end of the poem?

The snow-covered landscape acts as a symbol of purity and stillness, mirroring the emotional
resolution and the peaceful end of the story.

Does the setting's harshness at the end evoke a sense of
respect or reverence for the characters?

Yes, the severe, silent environment evokes respect and reverence for Sam McGee's endurance and



the solemnity of his cremation amidst such adversity.

How does the quiet setting influence the reader's
interpretation of the poem's conclusion?

The quiet setting invites reflection and a contemplative mood, leading readers to interpret the
ending as a peaceful, respectful tribute to the characters and their journey.

Additional Resources

How Does The Setting Affect The Speaker At The End Of The Poem "The Cremation Of Sam
McGee"? A: The Quiet

In Robert W. Service's classic narrative poem The Cremation of Sam McGee, the phrase "The Quiet"
often refers to the profound silence that envelops the scene at the poem’s conclusion. The setting
plays a crucial role in shaping the speaker’s emotional state and understanding, especially in the
final moments where the atmosphere shifts from chaos and struggle to stillness and serenity. The
influence of the setting on the speaker at the end of the poem reveals much about themes of death,
closure, and the power of environment to evoke reflection. In this article, we will explore how the
setting affects the speaker at this pivotal point, analyzing the elements that foster a sense of quiet
and how they shape the speaker's emotions and perceptions.

The Role of Setting in Narrative and Poetry

Before diving into the specifics of The Cremation of Sam McGee, it's essential to understand how
setting functions within storytelling and poetry. The setting is the time, place, and environment in
which a story unfolds. It influences mood, tone, character behavior, and thematic development. In
poetry, especially narrative poetry, setting often carries symbolic weight, embodying abstract ideas
such as death, peace, or eternity.

In Service’s poem, the setting transitions from the bitter, treacherous cold of the Yukon to a moment
of stillness after the cremation. This shift underscores the poem’s emotional trajectory, making the
environment an active participant in the narrative rather than a mere backdrop.

The Setting at the End of the Poem: An Overview

"The Quiet" at the poem’s conclusion refers to the scene after the successful cremation of Sam
McGee, where the environment becomes calm and silent. This quiet is not merely the absence of
sound but a profound stillness that signifies acceptance, peace, and the finality of death.

Key elements of the setting at this stage include:
- The cold, snowy landscape of the Yukon, now silent and unchanging

- The stillness following the act of cremation
- The physical environment’s reflection of internal emotional resolution



This setting profoundly influences the speaker, who is both the observer and participant in this
climatic moment.

How the Setting Shapes the Speaker’s Emotional State
1. Transition from Chaos to Calm

In the earlier parts of the poem, the setting is characterized by chaos, extreme cold, and danger. The
harsh landscape is a symbol of the struggle and the omnipresence of death. As the poem concludes,
the environment shifts into a state of quietude, which profoundly affects the speaker.

- Impact: The transition from tumult to tranquility allows the speaker to experience a sense of
closure. The stillness signifies that the danger has passed, and the act of cremation has been
completed successfully.

- Effect on the speaker: The silence provides a moment of reflection, enabling the speaker to process
the emotional weight of the experience and to come to terms with death and sacrifice.

2. Reflection and Introspection

The setting’s quietness fosters a contemplative mood. The snow-covered landscape, now
undisturbed, echoes the internal peace that the speaker seeks or perhaps feels after witnessing the
cremation.

- Impact: The environment acts as a mirror to the speaker’s internal state—calm, respectful, and
contemplative.

- Effect: The silence allows the speaker to reflect on themes of mortality, friendship, and
perseverance, deepening the emotional resonance of the poem’s ending.

3. Symbolism of the Environment’s Stillness

The icy, silent environment symbolizes the finality of death and the serenity that can follow the
chaos of life and struggle.

- Impact: The setting’s stillness emphasizes the theme of closure.

- Effect: The speaker perceives the environment as a kind of spiritual peace, reinforcing the idea that
death, though tragic, can also bring a kind of tranquility.

The Poignant Power of the Environment at the Ending
1. The Cold and Snow as Silence

The pervasive cold and snow serve as natural silencers. The snow muffles sound, creating an almost
deafening quiet that envelops the scene.

- Effect on the speaker: The silence heightens the emotional gravity of the moment, making the
experience more profound.
- Symbolism: Coldness and snow often symbolize death’s stillness, reinforcing the finality of Sam



McGee’'s cremation.
2. The Frozen Landscape as a Barrier and a Sanctuary

While the icy landscape is a barrier to life, it also acts as a sanctuary for the act of
cremation—transforming death into a peaceful resting place.

- Effect: The environment’s harshness paradoxically provides a sense of peace, as the quietude
indicates that nature has accepted the event.

The Influence of Environment on the Narrator’s Perception
The setting at the end alters the speaker’s perception in several ways:
1. Acceptance of Death

The quiet environment helps the speaker accept the death of Sam McGee, transforming grief into a
contemplative acknowledgment of mortality.

2. Sense of Wonder and Respect

The peaceful, silent surroundings evoke a sense of reverence for the natural world and the act of
cremation, elevating it beyond mere necessity to a ritual of respect.

3. Emotional Closure

The tranquility of the setting provides emotional closure, allowing the speaker to move beyond the
chaos of the journey and embrace the stillness as a symbol of peace.

Thematic Implications of the Setting at the End

- Death and Eternity: The quiet environment underscores the theme that death is a natural,
inevitable part of life, and that peace can be found in acceptance.

- The Power of Environment: The setting’s serenity demonstrates how the environment can influence
emotional and spiritual states, providing comfort and closure.

- Human vs. Nature: The poem portrays nature as both adversary and healer, with the quiet
landscape offering a final sanctuary for Sam McGee.

Summary: How The Setting Affects The Speaker at The End

The setting at the end of The Cremation of Sam McGee profoundly influences the speaker by
transforming chaos into calm, chaos into reflection, and death into peace. The icy, snow-covered
landscape, now silent and still, acts as an agent of emotional resolution. It allows the speaker to
process the journey, accept the reality of death, and find a sense of spiritual closure. Through the
environment’s quietude, the poem emphasizes themes of mortality, reverence, and the enduring



power of nature to evoke deep reflection.

Final Thoughts

In narrative poetry like The Cremation of Sam McGee, the setting is more than just a backdrop; it is
an active force that shapes characters’ emotions and themes. The transition into the quiet, serene
environment at the poem’s conclusion exemplifies how setting can influence perception profoundly.
The silence and stillness not only mark the end of a physical journey but also symbolize an internal
journey toward acceptance and peace, illustrating the indelible link between environment and
human emotion.
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