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In William Shakespeare’s Macbeth, Act II, Scene 1 serves as a pivotal moment
that deepens our understanding of Banquo’s character, especially regarding
his feelings about the witches’ prophecy and Macbeth’s ascension to power.
This scene not only advances the plot but also reveals Banquo’s internal
conflict and his cautious outlook on the supernatural predictions. Exploring
Banquo’s reactions, motives, and moral stance in this scene enriches our
comprehension of the play’s themes of ambition, fate, and moral integrity.

---

Context and Significance of Act II, Scene 1

Before delving into Banquo’s feelings, it’s essential to understand the
scene's context. The scene occurs on the night of King Duncan’s murder, with
Macbeth preparing to carry out the regicide. Banquo, loyal and noble, is
introduced as a character with a complex relationship to the witches’
prophecy. He has received a cryptic warning from the witches: that his
descendants will inherit the throne, not Macbeth’s. This sets the stage for
Banquo’s internal and external responses to the unfolding events.

Key points about the scene’s significance include:

- The scene marks the shift from suspicion to action, as Macbeth begins to
act on the witches’ predictions.
- Banquo’s internal conflict is emphasized, highlighting his moral integrity
versus temptation.
- The scene foreshadows future tensions between Macbeth and Banquo, rooted in
their differing reactions to fate and ambition.

---

Banquo’s Reactions to the Witch’s Prophecy



Initial Skepticism and Caution

At the outset of the scene, Banquo’s reactions to the witches’ prophecy are
characterized by a mixture of curiosity and skepticism. Unlike Macbeth, who
is eager to interpret the prophecy as a divine endorsement, Banquo remains
cautious.

Key aspects of his reaction include:

- Recognition of the Prophecy’s Ambiguity: Banquo understands that the
witches’ words are not straightforward truths but riddles that require
careful interpretation.
- Wariness of the Supernatural: He expresses wariness about the witches’
influence, indicating a moral stance that is cautious of evil forces.
- Discipline and Restraint: Unlike Macbeth, who begins contemplating murder,
Banquo resists the temptation to act impulsively on the prophecy.

Banquo’s Moral and Ethical Perspective

Banquo’s attitude toward the witches’ prophecy reflects his integrity and
moral compass. His concern isn’t solely about the potential of becoming king
but also about the means to achieve power.

His views include:

- Questioning the Prophecy’s Origin: Banquo wonders whether the witches’
words are true or simply illusions meant to deceive.
- Reluctance to Pursue Power Unethically: Banquo doesn’t openly desire to
become king but considers the possibility that his descendants may inherit
the throne, which he accepts with a sense of humility.
- Suspicion of the Witches’ Intentions: He perceives the witches’ prophecy as
a dangerous lure that could lead to corruption.

Banquo’s Internal Conflict

Though outwardly composed, Banquo’s mind is troubled by the prophecy. He is
caught between his loyalty to Macbeth and his awareness of the potential
danger posed by the witches’ words.

This internal conflict is characterized by:

- A sense of foreboding: Banquo feels that the prophecy could lead to chaos
or tragedy.
- A desire for moral clarity: He seeks to maintain his integrity, resisting
the temptation to pursue power through immoral means.
- Concern for Macbeth: Banquo is aware that Macbeth’s ambition might be



fueled by the prophecy, leading to dangerous actions.

---

Banquo’s Feelings About Macbeth’s Rise

Supportive Yet Cautious

Although Banquo is loyal to Macbeth as king, he harbors reservations about
Macbeth’s rapid rise and the implications of the witches’ prophecy.

His feelings can be summarized as:

- Trust in Macbeth’s loyalty: Initially, Banquo respects Macbeth’s bravery
and accomplishments.
- Concern over Macbeth’s ambition: He senses that Macbeth’s desire for power
could be dangerous, especially given the supernatural influence.
- Apprehension about the future: Banquo fears that Macbeth’s ascent may be
unnatural or achieved through treachery.

Jealousy and Resentment

While Banquo does not openly express jealousy, subtle cues in the play
suggest complex feelings.

These include:

- Recognition of Macbeth’s favoritism: Macbeth’s increasing power and
influence might evoke feelings of envy or concern.
- Unease with Macbeth’s actions: Banquo is troubled by Macbeth’s suspicious
behavior following Duncan’s murder.
- Internal conflict over loyalty: He struggles between loyalty to his friend
and moral reservations about Macbeth’s methods.

Reflections on the Prophecy’s Impact

Banquo’s reflections on the prophecy reveal his understanding of its
potential to destabilize the kingdom and lead to tragedy.

His thoughts include:

- The importance of virtue: Banquo believes that moral integrity should guide
actions, unlike Macbeth’s pursuit of the throne at all costs.



- A sense of destiny: He accepts the possibility that his descendants may
inherit the throne, but without resorting to treachery or murder.
- A cautious stance: Banquo remains vigilant, wary of Macbeth’s increasing
power and possible future threats.

---

Key Quotes and Their Significance

Analyzing Banquo’s words in Act II, Scene 1 provides deeper insight into his
feelings about the prophecy and Macbeth’s rise.

"The instruments of darkness tell us truths, / Win us with honest
trifles, to betray's / In deepest consequence."

This highlights Banquo’s suspicion of the witches’ motives, viewing
their predictions as potentially deceptive.

"And often times, to win us to our harm, / The instruments of darkness
tell us truths."

He emphasizes the danger of trusting supernatural beings, indicating his
cautious approach.

"Give me my sword.—I’ll make my peace with thee."

While this is spoken to Banquo’s ghost in later scenes, it echoes his
internal readiness to confront threats, including those posed by
Macbeth.

---

Conclusion: Banquo’s Feelings as a Moral
Compass

In Act II, Scene 1, William Shakespeare masterfully reveals Banquo’s complex
feelings about the witches’ prophecy and Macbeth’s ascent to power. Banquo
emerges as a character of moral integrity, wary of the supernatural’s
influence and cautious about unchecked ambition. His internal conflict



underscores a central theme of Macbeth: the struggle between moral
righteousness and destructive desire for power.

Banquo’s reactions—his skepticism, moral reservations, and concern for the
future—serve as a moral compass within the play. His character highlights the
dangers of succumbing to temptation and the importance of virtue and
integrity in the face of corrupting influences. This scene ultimately deepens
our understanding of Banquo’s role as a foil to Macbeth and emphasizes the
tragic consequences of unchecked ambition fueled by supernatural prophecies.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

What does Banquo's reaction reveal about his
feelings toward the witches' prophecy in Act II,
Scene 1?
Banquo is intrigued and somewhat cautious about the witches' prophecy,
expressing a sense of curiosity and suspicion, which indicates he is
pondering its implications without fully trusting or dismissing it.

How does Banquo's internal conflict about the
prophecy reflect his character in Act II, Scene 1?
Banquo's hesitation and contemplative demeanor show he's morally upright and
wary of the prophecy's potential to lead to evil, highlighting his integrity
and concern for the consequences.

What is Banquo's attitude towards Macbeth's rapid
rise to power after the prophecy is revealed?
Banquo is wary of Macbeth's ascent, sensing it may be driven by the witches'
influence, and he remains cautious about Macbeth's ambitions and the
potential for treachery.

Does Banquo feel threatened by Macbeth's growing
power following the prophecy, according to Act II,
Scene 1?
While Banquo does not openly express threat, he clearly harbors suspicion



about Macbeth's intentions and fears the potential for danger to Scotland and
himself.

How does Banquo's response to the prophecy differ
from Macbeth's at this point in the play?
Banquo is more skeptical and contemplative, questioning the morality of the
prophecy, whereas Macbeth is increasingly ambitious and eager to act on the
prophecy's promises.

What does Banquo's behavior in Act II, Scene 1,
suggest about his moral stance regarding the
witches' influence?
His cautious and reserved demeanor suggests he is morally cautious and wary
of the witches' manipulative power, emphasizing his integrity and skepticism.

How does Banquo's feelings about the prophecy
foreshadow future events in the play?
Banquo's suspicion and concern foreshadow his eventual opposition to Macbeth
and the tragic consequences of unchecked ambition spurred by the prophecy.

What is the significance of Banquo's feelings about
Macbeth's rise in the context of the play's themes?
Banquo's feelings highlight themes of morality, fate, and free will,
illustrating the tension between honest ambition and corrupting influence,
and setting up conflicts that drive the play's tragic trajectory.

Additional Resources
Banquo’s Feelings in Act II, Scene 1: An In-Depth Analysis of the Witch’s
Prophecy and Macbeth’s Rise

---

Introduction: Setting the Stage for Dramatic
Revelation

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth is a masterful exploration of ambition,
prophecy, and moral downfall. Among the pivotal moments of the play, Act II,
Scene 1 stands out as a critical turning point—where Banquo’s internal



emotions and thoughts about the witches’ prophecy and Macbeth’s subsequent
rise are subtly but significantly unveiled. This scene not only advances the
plot but also deepens our understanding of Banquo’s character and his complex
feelings towards the supernatural guidance and Macbeth’s ascent to power.

In this article, we will dissect Banquo’s feelings as revealed in Act II,
Scene 1, examining his reactions to the witches’ prophecy and how they
foreshadow his attitude toward Macbeth’s increasing dominance. We will
explore the nuanced layers of Banquo’s character, the thematic implications
of his response, and how Shakespeare uses this scene to enhance the play’s
tension and moral ambiguity.

---

Understanding Banquo’s Character Prior to Scene
1

Before delving into the specifics of Act II, Scene 1, it’s crucial to
contextualize Banquo’s character and his initial stance on the witches’
prophecy. Banquo is portrayed as noble, cautious, and morally upright—an
individual who values integrity over ambition. When he encounters the witches
earlier in the play, he is intrigued but skeptical, recognizing the prophetic
power without necessarily endorsing it.

Key qualities of Banquo include:

- Loyalty to King Duncan and Scotland
- Skepticism about the witches’ motives
- Respect for moral boundaries and natural order
- A sense of cautious curiosity about the prophecies

This foundation establishes Banquo as a foil to Macbeth, whose ambition is
ignited by the witches’ words. Understanding this baseline helps us interpret
his feelings in Scene 1 more accurately.

---

Act II, Scene 1 Overview: The Scene in Focus

Scene 1 takes place on the night before Macbeth’s murder of King Duncan.
Banquo is not present in the scene, but his thoughts and feelings are
conveyed through Macbeth’s soliloquy, which reveals Macbeth’s internal
conflict and Banquo’s lingering influence.

However, the scene also contains subtle references and foreshadowing that
hint at Banquo’s feelings:



- Macbeth’s hallucination of the dagger
- Macbeth’s obsession with the prophecy
- Banquo’s unspoken presence in Macbeth’s mind

Later in the scene, Macbeth’s soliloquy indicates that Banquo’s prophecy is a
source of concern for Macbeth, reflecting Banquo’s perceived threat.

---

Macbeth’s Soliloquy: Revealing Banquo’s Threat

While Banquo’s feelings are not explicitly voiced in Scene 1, Macbeth’s
internal monologue provides insights into how Banquo’s prophecy influences
Macbeth’s psyche:

> “Our fears in Banquo stick deep, and in his royalty of nature reigns that
which would be feared.”

This line reveals Macbeth’s perception of Banquo as a threat, not necessarily
because of any malicious intent but because of the prophecy that Banquo’s
descendants will inherit the throne. Macbeth’s fear indicates that Banquo’s
feelings about the witches’ prophecy are perceived as a challenge to
Macbeth’s power—an internal conflict that Macbeth must suppress.

Implication: Macbeth views Banquo as a legitimate threat, and his fear is
rooted in Banquo’s integrity and noble nature, which contrast Macbeth’s own
moral descent.

---

What Is Revealed About Banquo’s Feelings?

Although Banquo does not directly speak in Act II, Scene 1, the scene’s
context and subsequent actions allow us to infer his feelings about the
prophecy and Macbeth’s rise.

1. Banquo’s Loyalty and Moral Integrity

Throughout the play, Banquo’s reactions to the prophecy are characterized by
a cautious respect. He is intrigued but not swayed into immoral actions,
contrasting sharply with Macbeth’s quick resort to murder. This suggests that
Banquo’s feelings about the witches’ words are complex—mixed with curiosity,
skepticism, and a sense of moral restraint.

Key points:



- Banquo does not dismiss the prophecy outright but remains wary of its
influence.
- He recognizes the witches’ power but refuses to act unethically to achieve
the prophecy.
- His feelings are rooted in a sense of moral duty and natural order.

In essence: Banquo respects the prophecy’s truth but is cautious about how it
might influence him.

2. Ambivalence and Inner Conflict

Despite his moral compass, Banquo’s feelings are not entirely dismissive.
There is an undercurrent of ambivalence—he is tempted by the possibility of
his descendants becoming kings but does not act on this temptation. This
internal conflict is crucial:

- It demonstrates Banquo’s human vulnerability.
- It underscores the play’s exploration of morality versus ambition.
- It foreshadows potential future dilemmas.

List of Banquo’s internal feelings:

- Curious about the prophecy’s validity
- Wary of the witches’ motives
- Respectful of natural order and morality
- Slightly tempted but morally upright
- Concerned about Macbeth’s rise and their own safety

3. Feelings Toward Macbeth’s Rise

Banquo’s feelings about Macbeth’s ascent are nuanced. Unlike Macbeth, who
actively seeks power through treachery, Banquo remains loyal to Duncan and
Scotland. His feelings can be summarized as:

- Distrustful of Macbeth’s sudden ambition
- Concerned about the moral cost of Macbeth’s actions
- Respectful but wary of Macbeth’s influence
- Indifferent to personal gain but vigilant about political stability

In summary: Banquo’s feelings are characterized by a mixture of respect,
suspicion, and moral concern regarding Macbeth’s rising power.

---



Thematic Significance of Banquo’s Feelings

Banquo’s internal feelings about the witches’ prophecy and Macbeth’s rise are
central to several overarching themes in Macbeth:

1. The Conflict Between Morality and Ambition

Banquo embodies moral integrity, resisting the temptation of power,
contrasting sharply with Macbeth’s moral decline. His feelings reflect the
internal struggle between ethical values and ambitious desires.

2. The Power of Prophecy and Free Will

Banquo’s reactions highlight the ambiguity of prophecy—whether it is destiny
or manipulation. His feelings suggest a recognition that while the prophecy
is compelling, moral agency remains vital.

3. The Threat to Natural Order

Banquo’s cautious feelings about Macbeth’s rise mirror the play’s concern
with disorder and chaos resulting from unnatural ambition. His feelings
underscore the importance of moral restraint and natural law.

---

Conclusion: The Complex Portrait of Banquo’s
Feelings

In Act II, Scene 1, Shakespeare masterfully reveals Banquo’s feelings through
subtle cues and character dynamics. Though he does not voice his thoughts
directly in this scene, the emotional and psychological undercurrents are
palpable. Banquo’s loyalty, moral integrity, and cautious curiosity about the
witches’ prophecy position him as a moral compass in the play, contrasting
sharply with Macbeth’s descent into unchecked ambition.

His feelings—ranging from intrigue to suspicion and moral concern—are
indicative of a character caught between hope and caution, between respect
for supernatural truths and rejection of immoral actions. These internal
conflicts set the stage for the tragic events that follow and deepen the
play’s exploration of human morality, destiny, and the corrupting influence
of power.



Ultimately, Banquo’s feelings about the prophecy and Macbeth’s rise highlight
the timeless tension between moral integrity and the seductive allure of
ambition—a theme as relevant today as it was in Shakespeare’s time.
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