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The intriguing story of The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde by Robert
Louis Stevenson continues to captivate readers with its exploration of dual
personalities, morality, and the human psyche. One of the most compelling
aspects of the narrative is the depiction of Dr. Jekyll’s physical
appearance—particularly his large, handsome face—which symbolizes the
outwardly respectable facade he maintains and contrasts sharply with his
darker alter ego, Mr. Hyde. In this article, we delve into the significance
of Jekyll’s appearance, analyze key excerpts from the story, and explore how
Stevenson uses physical description to reflect deeper themes.

---

Understanding Dr. Jekyll’s Physical
Description: The Significance of His Large
Handsome Face

The Exterior as a Reflection of Inner Morality

From the outset, Stevenson describes Dr. Jekyll as a man with a "large,
handsome face," which immediately establishes him as a figure of
respectability and social standing. This outward appearance aligns with his
reputation as a reputable scientist and gentleman, embodying the Victorian
ideal of moral uprightness.

However, the narrative hints at a dissonance between appearance and inner
reality. The “handsome face” serves as a mask—one that conceals the darker,
more primal aspects of his personality that emerge as Mr. Hyde. This duality
is central to understanding the story’s exploration of good and evil within a
single individual.

Key Point:
- The large, handsome face symbolizes societal respectability and moral
integrity.
- It acts as a façade masking the inner darkness represented by Hyde.



Physical Description and Symbolism in the Excerpt

In the excerpt, Stevenson describes Jekyll’s face as "large and handsome,"
emphasizing his commanding presence and the respect he commands in society.
Yet, as the story progresses, Jekyll’s physical traits are contrasted with
Hyde’s more sinister appearance—often described as smaller, more deformed, or
grotesque—highlighting the stark contrast between the two personas.

This physical dichotomy is a deliberate literary device used by Stevenson to
reflect the internal conflict within Jekyll: a man torn between his social
persona and his repressed urges.

Examples of Stevenson’s descriptions:
- Jekyll’s face is "smooth-featured" and "calm," reflecting his controlled
exterior.
- Hyde is often depicted with "demonic" features—small stature, twisted
features, or an unsettling presence—symbolizing evil.

---

Analyzing Key Excerpts: The Power of Physical
Description

Excerpt 1: The First Description of Dr. Jekyll

> “He was a large, well-made, smooth-faced man of fifty, with something of a
stylish cast perhaps, but every mark of capacity and kindness.”

This description paints Jekyll as a respectable, kind individual, embodying
Victorian ideals of masculinity and morality. The use of "large" and "well-
made" emphasizes strength and stability, while "smooth-faced" indicates a
calm, composed exterior.

Implication:
This physical portrayal establishes Jekyll as a man whom society trusts,
setting the stage for the shocking revelation of his darker side.

Excerpt 2: The Transformation and Hyde’s Appearance

> “Mr. Hyde was pale and dwarfish, he gave an impression of deformity without
any nameable malformation... He had a displeasing smile.”

Hyde’s appearance starkly contrasts with Jekyll’s. Described as "dwarfish"
and "deformity," Hyde’s physical traits evoke discomfort and evil. His



"displeasing smile" further accentuates his malevolent nature.

Implication:
Stevenson deliberately uses physical features to symbolize moral corruption,
making Hyde’s evil overtly visible to the reader. The contrast underscores
the theme that evil can manifest physically.

---

Thematic Significance of Jekyll’s Handsome Face

Society and Respectability

In Victorian society, appearance was a marker of morality and social
standing. Jekyll’s handsome face signifies his respected position, aligning
with societal expectations. His outward appearance helps him maintain his
reputation, which becomes increasingly important as his internal struggles
intensify.

The Duality of Human Nature

The physical contrast between Jekyll and Hyde embodies the core theme of
duality. Stevenson suggests that beneath a handsome, respectable exterior,
there can exist a darker, suppressed side.

Key Takeaways:
- The "large handsome face" symbolizes the veneer of civility.
- It contrasts with Hyde’s grotesque features, illustrating the internal
battle between good and evil.

Physical Descriptions as Literary Devices

Stevenson’s detailed descriptions serve multiple purposes:
- They create vivid imagery that highlights character differences.
- They symbolize moral and psychological states.
- They evoke emotional responses from readers, fostering empathy or unease.

---



Modern Interpretations and Relevance

The depiction of Jekyll’s handsome face continues to resonate today. It
raises questions about the masks people wear and the hidden aspects of their
personality. The story challenges us to consider whether outward appearances
truly reflect inner morality and whether societal expectations suppress our
darker impulses.

Contemporary Connections:
- How do appearances influence perceptions of character?
- Are people’s "inner Hyde" and "outer Jekyll" always in conflict?
- What does Stevenson’s portrayal suggest about the importance of self-
awareness and moral integrity?

---

Conclusion: The Power of Physical Description
in The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde

Stevenson masterfully uses physical descriptions, especially that of Dr.
Jekyll’s large, handsome face, to mirror the complex themes of duality,
morality, and societal expectation. The outward appearance of Jekyll as a
respectable gentleman contrasts sharply with the evil embodied by Hyde,
demonstrating how appearances can be deceiving and highlighting the internal
struggles that define human nature.

Through vivid imagery and symbolic characterization, Stevenson invites
readers to reflect on their own masks and the hidden facets of their
personalities. The story remains a timeless exploration of the conflict
between societal facades and the primal instincts lurking within us all.

---

Additional Resources for Readers Interested in
Jekyll and Hyde

SparkNotes Summary and Analysis

CliffsNotes on Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde

Encyclopaedia Britannica Entry

https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/jekyllhyde/summary/
https://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/j/the-strange-case-of-dr-jekyll-and-mr-hyde/book-summary
https://www.britannica.com/topic/The-Strange-Case-of-Dr-Jekyll-and-Mr-Hyde


---

By understanding the significance behind Dr. Jekyll’s physical appearance and
the detailed descriptions Stevenson employs, readers gain deeper insight into
the novel’s themes. Stevenson’s use of imagery and symbolism continues to
make The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde a powerful exploration of
human nature, morality, and the masks we all wear.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of Dr. Jekyll's large
handsome face in the excerpt?
The large handsome face symbolizes Dr. Jekyll's outward appearance of
respectability and kindness, which contrasts with his darker inner nature and
the sinister alter ego, Mr. Hyde.

How does the description of Dr. Jekyll's face
reflect his character in the story?
The detailed depiction of Dr. Jekyll's face highlights his duality—his
outward charm and good looks mask the inner conflict and the hidden darkness
associated with his experiments.

What role does physical appearance play in the theme
of duality in 'The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and
Mr. Hyde'?
Physical appearance, especially Dr. Jekyll's handsome face, emphasizes the
theme of duality by illustrating how outward appearances can be deceiving,
hiding the complex and conflicting aspects of a person's nature.

Why might Stevenson have chosen to emphasize Dr.
Jekyll's face in the excerpt?
Stevenson emphasizes Dr. Jekyll's face to draw attention to the contrast
between his respectable exterior and the hidden, darker aspects of his
personality, reinforcing the story's exploration of duality and hidden evil.

How does the description of Dr. Jekyll's face
contribute to the mood or tone of the excerpt?
The detailed and somewhat imposing description of Dr. Jekyll's face adds a
sense of intrigue and tension, highlighting the mysterious dual nature of the
character and setting the tone for the story's exploration of hidden secrets.



In what ways does the excerpt reflect Victorian
society's views on morality and appearance?
The excerpt reflects Victorian ideals by portraying Dr. Jekyll as a handsome,
respectable gentleman whose outward appearance aligns with societal
expectations, while hinting at the underlying moral complexities and the
potential for hidden vice.

Additional Resources
Read The Excerpt From The Strange Case Of Dr. Jekyll And Mr. Hyde: The Large
Handsome Face Of Dr. Jekyll

The excerpt from The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, focusing on the
large handsome face of Dr. Jekyll, offers a compelling glimpse into the
complex duality of human nature. This description not only sets the tone for
the novel’s exploration of morality and identity but also provides insight
into how appearances can mask deeper, often darker truths. As we analyze this
excerpt, we uncover themes of facade, inner conflict, and the societal
expectations that influence human behavior.

---

Understanding the Context of the Excerpt

Before delving into a detailed analysis, it’s essential to understand the
context in which this excerpt appears. Robert Louis Stevenson’s novella is
structured around the conflicting identities of Dr. Henry Jekyll and Edward
Hyde. The opening descriptions of Jekyll establish him as a respected
scientist and gentleman, embodying societal ideals of respectability and
virtue. However, Stevenson’s vivid description of his face hints at the
complex layers beneath the surface.

The excerpt’s focus on the large handsome face of Dr. Jekyll is not merely
descriptive but symbolic. It invites readers to consider how outward
appearances often conceal inner turmoil or moral ambiguity. In Victorian
society, physical appearance was often linked to moral character, making this
portrayal even more significant.

---

Analyzing the Description of Dr. Jekyll’s Face

The Significance of Physical Description in Literature

In literature, physical descriptions serve multiple purposes:

- Characterization: Revealing personality traits or moral qualities.
- Symbolism: Representing themes like duality, masks, or societal masks.



- Foreshadowing: Hinting at future revelations or conflicts.

Stevenson’s depiction of Dr. Jekyll’s face as "large" and "handsome" is
intentionally evocative. It emphasizes his outward attractiveness and
suggests an imposing presence, which contrasts with the darker aspects of his
character revealed later.

Key Features of Dr. Jekyll’s Face

- Large: Implies a commanding or impressive stature, possibly symbolizing
authority or dominance.
- Handsome: Indicates physical attractiveness, aligning with societal ideals
of virtue and respectability.
- Facial Expression: Although not detailed explicitly in the excerpt, the
overall impression is one of nobility and confidence.

This combination of features creates a façade of moral uprightness, which
masks the inner struggle and hidden darkness that the story explores.

---

Thematic Analysis

The Duality of Human Nature

The large, handsome face of Dr. Jekyll embodies the Victorian ideal of the
respectable gentleman—calm, composed, and admirable. However, beneath this
exterior lies a different reality. Stevenson uses this description to
illustrate the theme of duality, where outward appearances can deceive.

- The Mask of Respectability: Jekyll’s face represents societal
expectations—surface-level morality that conceals darker impulses.
- Inner Conflict: The contrast between his handsome exterior and his secret
experiments echoes the internal struggle between good and evil.

Appearance vs. Reality

Stevenson’s portrayal underscores a recurring motif: appearances can be
deceiving. The "large handsome face" invites admiration but also hints at the
potential for concealment and deception.

- Societal Expectations: Victorian society prized outward appearances;
Jekyll’s handsome face aligns with this ideal.
- Inner Darkness: The story challenges readers to look beyond appearances and
question what lies beneath.

The Power of Physical Features to Convey Character

In Victorian literature, physical features often mirror moral qualities.
Stevenson’s focus on Dr. Jekyll’s face suggests that his outward charm and
attractiveness are integral to his identity, yet also serve as a barrier to



understanding his true self.

---

Symbolism in the Description

The Face as a Reflection of Moral Identity

The face’s size and handsomeness symbolize societal respectability, which
becomes a mask covering Jekyll’s internal conflicts. It symbolizes the public
persona, crafted to meet societal standards, while the inner self remains
complex and conflicted.

The Large Handsome Face as a Double-Edged Sword

While attractive, Jekyll’s face also signifies the burden of maintaining a
facade. It can evoke admiration but also suspicion—foreshadowing the
inevitable revelation of his darker side.

---

Literary Devices in the Excerpt

Imagery

Stevenson employs vivid imagery to depict Dr. Jekyll’s face, emphasizing its
size and attractiveness. This imagery draws attention to the superficial
charm that conceals underlying complexity.

Contrast

The contrast between Jekyll’s handsome appearance and his darker secret life
underscores the novel’s exploration of duality. It highlights how outward
appearances can be deceiving.

Foreshadowing

The description hints at future revelations—how appearances may eventually
reveal hidden truths, aligning with the novel’s theme of dual identities.

---

The Broader Implications of the Description

Victorian Society and the Mask of Respectability

The depiction of Dr. Jekyll’s face can be seen as a reflection of Victorian
society’s obsession with propriety and reputation. People often maintained
facades that hid their true selves, and Jekyll’s face embodies this societal
phenomenon.



The Human Condition

Stevenson’s portrayal invites reflection on the human condition—how
individuals grapple with their darker impulses and societal expectations. The
face, both large and handsome, symbolizes the potential for both virtue and
vice within each person.

---

Practical Takeaways for Readers and Students

Recognize the Power of Appearances

- Be cautious about judging others solely based on outward appearances.
- Understand that people may hide complex inner worlds beneath a charming
exterior.

Explore Themes of Duality

- Use the description of Jekyll’s face as a starting point to analyze how
literature explores the conflict between inner and outer selves.
- Reflect on your own experiences—do you present a different face to the
world than your true feelings?

Appreciate Literary Devices

- Notice how authors use physical descriptions to deepen themes.
- Recognize imagery and symbolism as tools to convey complex ideas.

---

Conclusion: The Significance of the Large Handsome Face of Dr. Jekyll

The excerpt describing the large handsome face of Dr. Jekyll serves as a
potent symbol within Stevenson’s The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.
It encapsulates the Victorian preoccupation with appearance and morality,
while also foreshadowing the novel’s central theme: the duality of human
nature. Through careful analysis of this description, readers gain insight
into how outward appearances can both conceal and reveal true character,
prompting ongoing reflection on the masks we wear and the truths we hide.
Stevenson masterfully uses this portrayal to explore the complexities of
identity, morality, and the human psyche, making it a timeless piece of
literary symbolism.

---
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