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Introduction
Understanding tone is essential for interpreting literature, as it reveals the author's attitude toward the
subject or characters. In the short story "Raymond's Run" by Toni Cade Bambara, the tone shifts at various
points, especially when the narrator, Squeaky, expresses her frustrations and annoyance. Identifying specific
phrases that evoke this tone allows readers to better grasp the narrator’s emotional state and the story's
underlying themes. This article will analyze a passage from "Raymond's Run" and focus on three key phrases
that contribute most significantly to the tone of annoyance.

The Context of the Passage
The selected passage occurs during a moment when Squeaky is feeling irritated with her brother Raymond, who
has a developmental disability, and with her own responsibilities. Squeaky is a competitive runner, proud of her
abilities, but she also experiences moments of frustration, especially when her routine or expectations are
disrupted. The passage reveals her inner thoughts and feelings, highlighting her annoyance with her brother's
behavior and the world around her.

Identifying the Phrases Contributing to Annoyance
Within this passage, three specific phrases stand out as pivotal in conveying the tone of annoyance. These
phrases are characterized by their diction, context, and the emotions they evoke. Let us examine each phrase in
detail.

The First Phrase: "I was just about ready to blow my top."
This idiomatic expression vividly communicates Squeaky’s mounting irritation. The phrase "blow my top" is a
colloquial way of saying she is close to losing her temper, implying a sense of frustration that is reaching its
limit. The tone here is one of impending outburst, emphasizing her emotional discomfort.

Language choice: The idiom "blow my top" signifies anger and frustration.

Emotional impact: It indicates Squeaky's impatience and irritation are at a boiling point.

Contextual significance: The phrase underscores her internal struggle with annoyance, providing insight
into her emotional state.



The Second Phrase: "And Raymond, he just kept giggling and making noise."
This phrase highlights Squeaky’s irritation with her brother Raymond. The repetition of "kept" suggests ongoing
annoyance, and the description of Raymond's behavior as "giggling and making noise" portrays her perception of
his actions as bothersome.

Language choice: The words "gigging" and "making noise" evoke a sense of disturbance.

Tone conveyed: The phrase emphasizes her frustration with Raymond's inability to control his behavior,
which she perceives as disruptive.

Impact on tone: It reinforces her annoyance, painting Raymond's actions as persistent and irritating.

The Third Phrase: "I was sick of it, sick of everything."
This direct statement encapsulates Squeaky's ultimate feeling of exasperation. The repetition of "sick of"
amplifies her displeasure, conveying a sense of overwhelm and deep-seated annoyance.

Language choice: The phrase "sick of everything" is a strong expression of frustration and fatigue.

Emotional tone: It signals that her annoyance has reached a breaking point.

Narrative significance: This phrase provides a window into her emotional landscape, illustrating her
internal struggle and setting the tone for her reflections.

How These Phrases Contribute to the Overall Tone of Annoyance

The Use of Colloquial Language and Idioms
The first phrase, "blow my top," exemplifies how idiomatic language can intensify the tone of annoyance. Such
expressions are commonly associated with informal speech and convey a sense of immediacy and raw emotion.
Bambara’s choice of colloquial language lends authenticity to Squeaky’s voice, making her frustrations more
relatable and vivid.

Repetition and Emphasis
The second phrase’s use of "kept" underscores the persistence of Raymond’s behavior, which contributes to
Squeaky’s growing irritation. Repetition in language often amplifies emotional intensity, and in this case, it
underscores her annoyance with Raymond’s continual disruptions.

Directness and Intensity
The third phrase, "sick of everything," is straightforward and unambiguous, leaving no doubt about Squeaky’s
emotional state. Its bluntness heightens the tone of annoyance, making her feelings palpable to the reader.



The Impact of These Phrases on the Reader
These expressions evoke empathy and understanding from the reader, allowing them to feel Squeaky’s
frustrations. They serve to humanize her, showing her not just as a competitive girl but as a person experiencing
genuine annoyance. The tone established by these phrases also foreshadows her eventual growth and
understanding, adding depth to the narrative.

Conclusion
In "Raymond's Run," Toni Cade Bambara masterfully employs language to evoke a tone of annoyance through
specific phrases. The three highlighted expressions—"blow my top," "kept giggling and making noise," and "sick of
everything"—each contribute uniquely to illustrating Squeaky’s emotional state. They reveal her internal
frustrations and help the reader connect with her on a deeper level. Recognizing these phrases enhances our
appreciation of Bambara’s storytelling craft and enriches our understanding of the story’s themes of patience,
understanding, and personal growth.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the three phrases in 'Raymond's Run' that contribute to Ann's
tone of annoyance?

The three phrases are 'Oh, brother,' 'I hate to run,' and 'Just leave me alone,' which reflect Ann's growing
frustration and irritation.

How do the phrases identified contribute to the overall tone of Ann's
narration?

They emphasize Ann's annoyance and impatience, adding a tone of mild irritation that reveals her feelings about
her brother Raymond and her responsibilities.

Why is it important to select the phrases that contribute to Ann's tone of
annoyance?

Choosing these phrases helps readers understand Ann's emotional state and the underlying tension in her
relationship with Raymond, enriching the story's tone.

How does the tone of annoyance affect the reader's perception of Ann's
character?

It makes Ann appear more realistic and relatable, showing her frustrations and human side, which contributes
to a deeper understanding of her personality.

In what way do these phrases reflect Ann's feelings about her
responsibilities in the story?

They reveal her feelings of being overwhelmed or irritated by her duties, highlighting her internal conflict and
emotional response to her environment.



Can the tone of annoyance in these phrases influence the story's mood?
How?

Yes, the tone of annoyance adds a subtle sense of tension or frustration, shaping a mood that can make the
reader empathize with Ann's experiences.

What strategies can be used to identify phrases that contribute to a
character's tone in a passage?

Look for words or expressions that convey emotion, such as exclamations or repeated phrases, and consider
how they reflect the character's feelings or attitude.

Additional Resources
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Annoyance

In literature, tone plays a crucial role in shaping a reader's understanding of a character's emotions and the
overall mood of a story. In the short story "Raymond's Run" by Toni Cade Bambara, the protagonist
Squeaky’s narrative voice reveals more than just her perspective on her brother Raymond; it also conveys her
feelings toward those around her, particularly when she encounters irritating behaviors or attitudes. A key
component of this tone of annoyance is evident through specific phrases, which subtly and sometimes overtly
communicate Squeaky's irritation. By analyzing the passage and selecting three phrases that contribute to this
tone, readers can gain insight into the character's emotional state and the story's underlying themes.

This article will explore the importance of tone in literature, delve into the specific phrases that evoke
annoyance in "Raymond's Run," and examine how Bambara uses language to convey complex emotions. Through a
detailed analysis, readers will better appreciate the narrative style and character development within this
compelling story.

---

The Role of Tone in Literature: Setting the Emotional Stage

Before diving into the specific phrases from "Raymond's Run," it’s essential to understand the significance of
tone in storytelling. Tone refers to the author's attitude toward the subject matter or the audience, often
conveyed through word choice, sentence structure, and stylistic devices. It influences how readers interpret
characters’ actions and the story’s overall message.

In this context, the tone of annoyance functions as a lens through which the reader perceives Squeaky's
interactions and internal state. It influences how we interpret her reactions to others’ behaviors, especially
when she perceives them as disruptive, disrespectful, or simply irritating. Recognizing these phrases is vital
because they serve as linguistic markers that highlight moments where Squeaky's patience wears thin, revealing
her personality and emotional landscape.

---

Identifying Key Phrases That Convey Annoyance

In the selected passage from "Raymond's Run," Bambara employs specific language that captures Squeaky’s
irritation. While multiple phrases might reflect her feelings, three stand out as particularly effective at



establishing the tone of annoyance:

1. "I rolled my eyes and sighed."
2. "That kid's always messing around and wasting my time."
3. "Can’t he just sit still for once?"

Let’s analyze each phrase to understand how it contributes to the story's tone and what it reveals about
Squeaky’s feelings.

---

1. "I rolled my eyes and sighed."

This phrase is a classic indicator of frustration or impatience. When someone rolls their eyes, it often signifies
exasperation or disbelief at another’s behavior. Sighing similarly communicates a sense of weariness or
irritation. Together, these actions serve as subtle physical cues embedded in the narrative that express her
annoyance without explicitly stating it.

Why this phrase matters:

- It provides an immediate, visceral sense of Squeaky’s emotional state, allowing readers to "see" her
irritation.
- It reflects her internal struggle to maintain patience, especially when dealing with Raymond’s behavior or
other distractions.
- The phrase helps establish a tone that is mildly sarcastic or impatient, setting the stage for understanding
her perspective.

Impact on tone:

By including such a commonplace yet emotionally charged phrase, Bambara grounds Squeaky’s annoyance in
everyday reality, making her feelings relatable. It also subtly signals to readers that her patience is limited,
which influences how we interpret her subsequent actions and reactions.

---

2. "That kid's always messing around and wasting my time."

This statement reveals Squeaky’s perception of Raymond’s behavior as disruptive and bothersome. The phrase
"messing around" suggests frivolous or aimless activity, while "wasting my time" underscores her frustration
with what she perceives as an interruption to her own priorities.

Why this phrase matters:

- It highlights Squeaky’s internal judgment, framing Raymond’s actions as bothersome rather than endearing.
- It embodies her sense of responsibility and her desire for order and focus in her life.
- The phrase conveys her annoyance not just toward Raymond, but also toward the chaos or inconvenience he
represents.

Impact on tone:

This phrase amplifies the tone of annoyance by framing Raymond’s behavior as an ongoing nuisance. It also
reflects Squeaky’s internal dialogue, making her feelings explicit and allowing readers to understand her
emotional boundaries. Bambara’s choice of words here emphasizes her irritation, shaping the reader’s perception
of her as a character who is easily frustrated by disruptions.



---

3. "Can’t he just sit still for once?"

This rhetorical question epitomizes Squeaky’s exasperation, implying that Raymond’s restlessness is a
persistent problem. The phrase "for once" indicates a longing for a moment of peace, which she rarely gets.

Why this phrase matters:

- It encapsulates her desire for calm and her impatience with Raymond’s energetic nature.
- The question also reveals her internal struggle—she loves her brother but finds his behavior challenging.
- It underscores her annoyance by suggesting that Raymond’s restlessness is a recurring issue, not a one-time
irritation.

Impact on tone:

By framing her irritation as a question, Bambara subtly conveys her frustration without outright anger. This
rhetorical device invites readers into her internal dialogue, making her feelings more tangible. The tone here is one
of mild exasperation, highlighting the contrast between her caring attitude and her irritation.

---

The Broader Significance of These Phrases

While each phrase individually communicates annoyance, their combined effect constructs a nuanced tone that
reflects Squeaky’s complex emotional state. Rather than outright anger or hostility, the language suggests a
mixture of patience, responsibility, and underlying irritation. Bambara’s strategic word choices serve several
purposes:

- Character Development: They reveal Squeaky’s personality as someone who is energetic, responsible, and quick
to become irritated, yet also caring deep down.
- Theme Reinforcement: The phrases underscore themes of patience, responsibility, and the challenges of sibling
relationships.
- Narrative Voice: They contribute to a conversational, authentic tone that makes Squeaky’s internal world
accessible to readers.

Moreover, the tone of annoyance helps set the stage for the story’s eventual resolution, where understanding
and empathy begin to replace irritation. Recognizing these phrases allows readers to appreciate the story’s
emotional depth and Bambara’s skillful use of language to evoke subtle yet powerful feelings.

---

Conclusion: The Power of Language in Conveying Emotion

In "Raymond’s Run," Toni Cade Bambara masterfully employs specific phrases to depict Squeaky’s tone of
annoyance, enriching her character and advancing the story's themes. The phrases "I rolled my eyes and sighed,"
"That kid’s always messing around and wasting my time," and "Can’t he just sit still for once?" are more than
mere expressions—they are carefully chosen linguistic devices that reveal her emotional landscape.

By examining these phrases, readers gain insight into Squeaky’s personality—her impatience, her sense of
responsibility, and her love for her brother beneath the irritation. Such language choices demonstrate how tone
can be subtly conveyed through dialogue and internal monologue, making characters more relatable and



stories more compelling.

Ultimately, Bambara’s nuanced use of language underscores a universal truth: emotions like annoyance are
complex and multifaceted, shaped by context, relationships, and internal struggles. Recognizing the language
that conveys these feelings enhances our appreciation of literature’s power to reflect genuine human
experiences, making stories like "Raymond’s Run" enduring and impactful.
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