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Poetry has long served as a mirror reflecting the depths of human experience,
the boundless nature of the universe, and the spiritual essence that ties us
all together. Among the most profound works in American literature is Walt
Whitman's Song of Myself, a poem that celebrates individual identity,
universal interconnectedness, and the limitless scope of existence. The
quotation, "I know I have the best of time and space, and was never
measured," encapsulates Whitman's exuberant embrace of self-awareness and the
infinite universe. In this article, we will explore the significance of this
quotation within the context of Song of Myself, analyze its themes, and
understand its enduring relevance.

---

Understanding the Context of the Quotation in
Song of Myself

The Poem's Central Themes
Song of Myself is a sprawling, free-verse meditation on the self, nature, and
the cosmos. Whitman delves into themes such as:

- Self-identity and individuality: Celebrating the uniqueness of each person.
- Unity with nature: Recognizing the interconnectedness of humans and the
natural world.
- Infinite possibilities: Embracing the vastness of time and space without
constraints.
- Spiritual transcendence: Moving beyond physical limitations to a higher
consciousness.

The Placement of the Quotation
While the exact phrase isn't a direct excerpt from Whitman's original text,
it echoes the sentiments expressed throughout the poem. The lines reflect
Whitman's confidence in his sense of self and his recognition of the
universe’s boundless nature. They serve as a summation of his poetic
philosophy: that human existence is vast, unmeasured, and filled with



infinite potential.

---

The Significance of "I Know I Have The Best Of
Time And Space"

Celebration of Self and Presence
This part of the quotation emphasizes a profound sense of confidence and joy
in one's existence. Whitman conveys that:

- He perceives himself as uniquely fortunate.
- He is fully present in the moment, appreciating the richness of life.
- There is an inherent positivity and gratitude for experiencing the universe
firsthand.

Implications for Self-Realization
By asserting ownership over "the best of time and space," Whitman encourages
readers to:

- Recognize their own worth and significance.
- Live fully, embracing the present with enthusiasm.
- Understand that their personal experience is valuable and unparalleled.

Universal Connection
This phrase suggests that individual experience is intertwined with the
larger cosmos, reinforcing the idea that:

- Every person holds a special place within the universe.
- Personal joy and fulfillment are part of a collective, universal
experience.

---

"And Was Never Measured": The Infinite and
Unquantifiable



The Limitlessness of Existence
The phrase "was never measured" signifies that human life, consciousness, and
the universe are beyond quantification. Whitman challenges the notion of
limits, suggesting that:

- Time and space are vast and unbounded.
- Human experiences and emotions are profound and immeasurable.
- The universe itself is infinite, defying human attempts to restrict or
quantify it.

Philosophical Underpinnings
This idea aligns with philosophical perspectives that:

- Embrace the infinite nature of the universe.
- Recognize that human understanding is limited compared to the vastness of
existence.
- Celebrate the mystery and wonder of the unknown.

The Poetic Expression of Boundlessness
Whitman's poetic style embodies this unmeasurable quality through:

- His free verse that flows without strict constraints.
- The expansive imagery that evokes endless horizons.
- The inclusive tone that invites all to partake in the boundless universe.

---

The Themes of Freedom, Joy, and Transcendence

Freedom of the Spirit
The quotation underscores the liberation from societal constraints,
emphasizing:

- Personal sovereignty.
- The ability to explore and experience life without limitations.
- A sense of joy derived from inner freedom.

The Joy of Existence
Whitman’s exuberance is palpable, as he:



- revels in the sensory and spiritual experiences of life.
- perceives each moment as the "best" of time and space.
- encourages others to embrace joy and positivity.

Transcendence and Connection
The acknowledgment that he was "never measured" suggests a transcendence
beyond physical boundaries, fostering:

- A spiritual connection to the universe.
- An understanding that human essence extends infinitely.
- A sense of unity with all living things.

---

Relevance of the Quotation in Contemporary Life

Embracing Self-Identity
In today’s fast-paced, often digitally driven world, the message encourages
individuals to:

- Celebrate their unique identity.
- Live authentically and confidently.
- Recognize their intrinsic worth beyond societal metrics.

Recognizing the Infinite Possibilities
The idea of "time and space" being unmeasured inspires us to:

- Think beyond limitations.
- Pursue passions without fear of constraints.
- Embrace growth, change, and exploration.

Fostering a Sense of Connection
Understanding that existence is boundless can help foster:

- Compassion for others.
- A collective sense of purpose.
- Appreciation for the universe’s mysteries.

---



Conclusion: The Enduring Power of Whitman’s
Message

The quotation from Song of Myself — highlighting the belief in unmeasured
time and space and a joyful acknowledgment of one's unique experience —
remains a powerful testament to human potential. It encourages us to live
fully, embrace our individuality, and recognize the infinite nature of the
universe. Whitman’s poetic philosophy inspires generations to see beyond
limitations, fostering a sense of freedom, joy, and spiritual connection that
transcends time and space.

As we reflect on these words, we are reminded that our lives are vast and
unmeasured, filled with limitless possibilities waiting to be explored.
Whether through art, poetry, or daily lived experience, embracing the essence
of this quotation can lead us toward a more fulfilled and connected
existence.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

What does Walt Whitman mean when he says 'I know I
have the best of time and space' in Song of Myself?
Whitman expresses a sense of personal abundance and fulfillment, suggesting
he feels connected to the vastness of existence and confident in his
experience of life and the universe.

How does the phrase 'And was never measured' reflect
Whitman's view of himself?
It indicates that Whitman sees himself as beyond conventional limits and
measurements, emphasizing his unique, unbounded nature and the boundless
spirit of individualism.

In what way does this quotation embody the themes of
self-trust and transcendence found in Song of
Myself?
It highlights Whitman's confidence in his own identity and his belief that
the soul and universe are limitless, reinforcing themes of self-trust and



spiritual transcendence.

How can this quotation inspire modern readers in
embracing their individuality?
It encourages readers to recognize their own worth and to feel confident in
their unique experiences and place in the universe, promoting self-acceptance
and personal freedom.

What literary devices are used in the quotation 'I
Know I Have The Best Of Time And Space, And Was
Never Measured'?
Whitman employs hyperbole to emphasize abundance and a sense of
boundlessness, as well as a confident, declarative tone to assert self-
assurance.

How does this quotation relate to the overall
message of Song of Myself?
It reflects the poem’s celebration of individuality, unity with nature, and
the infinite potential of the human spirit.

Why is the idea of 'not being measured' significant
in the context of American transcendentalism?
It signifies the transcendentalist belief in the limitless nature of the
individual soul and the idea that true self-understanding surpasses societal
measures and constraints.

Can this quotation be interpreted as a declaration
of personal freedom? Why or why not?
Yes, it can be seen as a declaration of personal freedom, emphasizing
independence from societal expectations and embracing one's own sense of
time, space, and identity.

Additional Resources
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Space, And Was Never Measured

The quotation from Walt Whitman's Song of Myself—"I know I have the best of
time and space, and was never measured"—encapsulates a profound sense of
individual freedom, boundless self-awareness, and an embrace of the infinite.
As one of the most celebrated passages in American poetry, this line invites



readers to reflect on the expansive nature of human existence, the limitless
potential within each person, and the rejection of conventional limitations.
In this review, we will explore the meaning behind this quotation, analyze
its poetic context, and examine its significance in contemporary literature
and philosophy.

---

Understanding the Context of the Quotation

Walt Whitman's Song of Myself: An Overview

Walt Whitman's Song of Myself is a cornerstone of American poetic tradition,
first published in 1855 as part of his collection Leaves of Grass. The poem
is renowned for its free verse structure, celebration of the self, and themes
of democracy, individualism, and the interconnectedness of all beings.
Whitman’s poetic voice is deeply personal yet universal, inviting readers
into a meditative exploration of identity and existence.

Within Song of Myself, Whitman often blurs the boundaries between the
individual and the cosmos, emphasizing that personal identity is intertwined
with universal consciousness. The line "I know I have the best of time and
space, and was never measured" appears in a section where Whitman asserts the
limitless nature of the self, unconfined by societal constraints or
traditional notions of measurement.

The Significance of the Quotation

This quotation underscores a core theme in Whitman's work: the celebration of
boundless existence and the rejection of imposed limitations. It suggests
that the self is inherently vast, capable of experiencing the fullness of
time and space without being confined by external metrics or societal
expectations.

The phrase "never measured" is particularly poignant, emphasizing the idea
that human potential and experience surpass quantification. It champions the
idea that true understanding of oneself and the universe cannot be reduced to
numbers or standard measures. Instead, it advocates a sense of infinite
possibility, personal freedom, and the indivisibility of the self from the
universe.

---



Deep Dive into the Themes

Individuality and Infinite Potential

The quotation embodies Whitman's belief in the expansive nature of the
individual. It suggests that each person possesses an innate capacity to
transcend limitations, explore the depths of time and space, and connect with
the infinite.

Features:
- Emphasis on self-awareness and personal sovereignty.
- Rejection of societal restrictions and measurements.
- Celebration of the individual's capacity for limitless exploration.

Pros:
- Empowers readers to see themselves as capable of boundless growth.
- Inspires a sense of freedom and self-acceptance.
- Encourages a perspective that values inner experience over external
validation.

Cons:
- Might be interpreted as dismissive of tangible measures and achievements.
- Could lead to an overly abstract or spiritual view detached from practical
realities.

The Rejection of Measurement

"Never measured" signifies a critique of conventional metrics—whether
societal, scientific, or personal—that attempt to quantify human worth or
experience. Whitman challenges the reader to look beyond numbers and
standards, urging acknowledgment of the ineffable qualities that define human
existence.

Features:
- Emphasizes the qualitative over the quantitative.
- Promotes intuition, emotion, and spiritual understanding.
- Calls for a broader appreciation of human experience.

Pros:
- Fosters a deeper appreciation for subjective experiences.
- Encourages creativity and spiritual exploration.
- Resists reductive approaches to understanding human life.

Cons:
- May undermine the importance of empirical measurement in certain contexts.
- Risks promoting relativism or subjective bias.



---

The Poetic Style and Literary Significance

Free Verse and Personal Voice

Whitman’s use of free verse in Song of Myself allows for a flowing, organic
expression of ideas, mirroring the infinite and unbounded themes of the poem.
The lack of formal constraints mirrors the rejection of measurement and
societal norms, reinforcing the message of personal freedom.

Features:
- No fixed rhyme scheme or meter.
- Emphasis on natural speech patterns.
- Inclusive language that invites reader participation.

Pros:
- Creates an intimate, conversational tone.
- Encourages readers to reflect personally.
- Breaks traditional poetic boundaries, aligning form with content.

Cons:
- May challenge readers accustomed to structured poetry.
- Can sometimes lack clarity or focus due to its free-flowing nature.

Universal and Personal Duality

The quotation exemplifies Whitman’s ability to merge the universal with the
personal. While celebrating individual uniqueness, he also emphasizes that
each person is a microcosm of the universe, sharing in its endlessness.

Features:
- Use of expansive imagery.
- Integration of personal anecdote with cosmic themes.
- A sense of unity and interconnectedness.

Pros:
- Deepens the reader’s understanding of self within the universe.
- Promotes empathy and collective consciousness.
- Inspires awe and reverence for life’s mystery.

Cons:
- Might be seen as overly idealistic or abstract.
- Some readers may find the universal language less accessible.



---

Relevance in Contemporary Culture

Inspiration for Personal Growth and Self-Expression

The sentiment expressed in the quotation continues to resonate in modern
contexts—particularly in self-help movements, mindfulness practices, and
artistic endeavors. It encourages embracing one’s unique journey and
recognizing the unmeasurable aspects of human experience.

Features:
- Promotes authenticity and self-acceptance.
- Values subjective experience over external validation.
- Supports exploration of inner consciousness.

Pros:
- Empowers individuals to pursue personal fulfillment.
- Fosters mental well-being through acceptance.
- Inspires creative expression.

Cons:
- Might downplay the importance of tangible achievements.
- Risks fostering complacency if taken to extremes.

Philosophical and Spiritual Interpretations

Many contemporary spiritual traditions echo Whitman’s views, emphasizing that
true understanding transcends measurement and logic. The idea of being "never
measured" aligns with notions of the divine, the infinite, and the
transcendent.

Features:
- Encourages spiritual exploration beyond material concerns.
- Highlights the limitless nature of consciousness.
- Reinforces the interconnectedness of all beings.

Pros:
- Offers a pathway to transcendental understanding.
- Provides comfort and awe in face of life's mysteries.
- Supports holistic views of existence.

Cons:
- May conflict with scientific and empirical approaches.
- Could lead to escapism if misinterpreted.



---

Critical Perspectives and Interpretations

While the quotation exudes positivity and empowerment, some critics argue
that an overemphasis on unmeasurability could lead to neglect of societal
responsibilities or practical realities. Balancing the appreciation of the
infinite with grounded action remains a challenge.

Pros:
- Invites reflection on personal and collective boundaries.
- Encourages a holistic view of human experience.

Cons:
- Potentially promotes individualism at the expense of community.
- Might foster a sense of detachment from societal issues.

---

Conclusion: The Enduring Power of Whitman’s
Words

The line "I know I have the best of time and space, and was never measured"
from Song of Myself continues to inspire and challenge readers to embrace
their boundless potential. It celebrates the infinite within each individual,
advocating freedom from societal constraints and the acknowledgment of the
mysterious, unquantifiable aspects of human existence. Whether viewed through
poetic, philosophical, or spiritual lenses, this quotation remains a
testament to Whitman’s visionary understanding of the self and the universe.

In a world increasingly obsessed with metrics, data, and standardization,
Whitman’s words serve as a vital reminder to honor the unmeasurable and to
recognize that the essence of human life transcends all quantification. As we
navigate our personal and collective journeys, these lines encourage us to
celebrate our unique, infinite selves and to trust in the vastness of time
and space that resides within each of us.

---

Final thoughts: Embracing the message behind this quotation can foster a
deeper appreciation for the mystery and grandeur of existence. It challenges
us to look beyond the superficial measures and to find meaning in the
unmeasurable, the spiritual, and the infinite possibilities that lie within
each individual.
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