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In exploring Jack London's classic novel The Call of the Wild, understanding
why the author chooses specific excerpts is essential to appreciating the
novel's themes, character development, and literary techniques. When readers
encounter a carefully selected excerpt, it often serves a strategic
purpose—highlighting critical moments, emphasizing central themes, or
providing insight into the protagonist’s transformation. This article will
analyze the significance of including particular excerpts from The Call of
the Wild and explain why Jack London most likely incorporates these passages
to deepen the reader’s understanding and engagement with the story.

The Importance of Excerpts in Literature
Analysis

Highlighting Central Themes

Excerpts are often chosen because they encapsulate core themes of the work.
In The Call of the Wild, these themes include survival, the wild versus the
civilized, and the primal instincts that lie within all creatures. An excerpt
that depicts Buck’s initial encounter with the harsh Yukon environment or his
first aggressive act may be included to underscore the novel's exploration of
the instinctual drive to survive.

Providing Character Insight

Selected passages can reveal a character’s evolution. For Buck, the
protagonist, excerpts that show his transition from a domesticated pet to a
fierce, wild creature serve to illustrate his internal struggle and growth.
Including such excerpts allows the reader to witness this transformation
firsthand, making the narrative more compelling.

Building Emotional Impact

Certain excerpts evoke strong emotional responses—be it awe, fear, or
admiration. By including vivid descriptions of the brutal wilderness or
Buck’s moments of triumph, London aims to connect with the reader on an



emotional level, fostering empathy and understanding of the story’s message.

Why Jack London Likely Includes Specific
Excerpts

To Emphasize the Theme of Natural Instinct

One of the most prominent themes in The Call of the Wild is the dominance of
natural instincts over civilization. London likely includes excerpts that
vividly depict Buck’s primal behaviors—such as fighting, hunting, or
asserting dominance—to highlight how these instincts are awakened and
sharpened by the brutal environment. These passages serve to remind the
reader that beneath civilization, primal urges remain inherent.

To Illustrate the Harshness of the Yukon

The novel is set against the unforgiving backdrop of the Yukon during the
Klondike Gold Rush. Including excerpts that depict the severe weather,
relentless cold, and violent conflicts emphasizes the environment’s role as
an antagonist. London’s detailed descriptions immerse readers in the setting,
making Buck’s struggles more tangible and emphasizing the theme of survival
against nature’s forces.

To Show Buck’s Evolution and the Call of the Wild

A significant reason London includes specific excerpts is to showcase Buck'’s
transformation. As the story progresses, excerpts that depict key
moments—such as Buck’s fight for leadership or his eventual surrender to the
wild-highlight the overarching narrative of awakening primal instincts. These
passages serve as pivotal points that mark Buck’s journey from a domesticated
dog to a creature of the wild.

The Literary Techniques in Selected Excerpts

Use of Vivid Descriptions

London’s detailed imagery in excerpts paints a visceral picture of the
environment and characters. Descriptions of the icy landscape, the brutality
of fights, and Buck’s physical responses create an immersive experience that
emphasizes the novel’'s themes.



Employing Symbolism

Excerpts often contain symbolic elements—such as the howling wolf
representing freedom or the sled dogs symbolizing survival—-that deepen the
narrative’s meaning. London’s inclusion of such passages encourages readers
to interpret the story on multiple levels.

Creating Suspense and Tension

Selected passages that depict conflicts or moments of danger heighten
suspense. London’s strategic inclusion of these excerpts keeps readers
engaged and underscores the perilous nature of Buck’'s environment and
journey.

How Excerpts Enhance Reader Engagement and
Understanding

Facilitating Emotional Connection

By focusing on key moments through excerpts, London helps readers develop an
emotional connection with Buck’s experiences. These passages evoke empathy,
making Buck’s journey more relatable and impactful.

Breaking Down Complex Themes

Excerpts serve as focal points that clarify complex themes like the struggle
between civilization and nature. They distill broader ideas into tangible
moments, aiding comprehension.

Encouraging Reflection and Interpretation

Strategically chosen excerpts invite readers to contemplate themes such as
instinct, survival, and transformation. They act as prompts for deeper
analysis and personal reflection.

Conclusion: The Strategic Purpose Behind
Including Excerpts

In summary, Jack London most likely includes specific excerpts from The Call
of the Wild to serve multiple literary purposes. These passages highlight the
novel’s central themes, deepen character development, evoke emotional
responses, and enrich the reader’s understanding of the story’s setting and



symbolism. Through vivid descriptions, symbolic language, and moments of high
tension, these excerpts act as narrative tools that make the story more
engaging, meaningful, and memorable. When analyzing or teaching The Call of
the Wild, paying close attention to these chosen excerpts can unlock a deeper
appreciation of London’s masterful storytelling and the timeless themes of
nature, instinct, and survival.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the excerpt from 'The
Call of the Wild' in understanding the novel's
themes?

The excerpt highlights key themes such as survival, the call of nature, and
the primal instincts within both animals and humans, helping readers grasp
the novel'’s exploration of nature versus civilization.

Why does Jack London include this particular excerpt
at this point in the story?

London likely includes this excerpt to emphasize the protagonist's
transformation and the awakening of his primal instincts, aligning with the
novel's focus on the animalistic side of human nature.

How does the excerpt reflect the novel's portrayal
of the natural world?

The excerpt underscores the harshness and unpredictability of the natural
world, illustrating how characters must adapt and respond instinctively to
survive.

In what way does the excerpt help readers understand
the character's development?

It reveals the character’s increasing surrender to innate instincts, marking
a pivotal moment in his evolution from a domesticated creature to a wild
being.

What literary devices does Jack London use in this
excerpt to enhance its impact?

London employs vivid imagery, personification, and sensory details to evoke a
visceral sense of the wild and to deepen the reader's emotional connection to
the story.



How does this excerpt exemplify the central conflict
of 'The Call of the Wild'?

The excerpt exemplifies the conflict between civilization and the primal
instincts that lie beneath, illustrating how characters are pulled between
societal norms and their innate wild nature.

Additional Resources

Read This Excerpt From The Call Of The Wild By Jack London. Why Does The
Author Most Likely Include This

Understanding the significance of specific excerpts from literary works like
Jack London's The Call of the Wild offers deep insights into the author’s
intentions, themes, and narrative techniques. This particular excerpt,
carefully chosen and presented, serves as a window into London's storytelling
mastery and thematic preoccupations. In this article, we'll analyze the
excerpt's content, explore why Jack London included it, and examine its
impact on readers and the overall narrative.

Introduction to the Excerpt and Its Context

Before delving into why London included this specific excerpt, it is crucial
to understand its placement within The Call of the Wild. The novel chronicles
the journey of Buck, a domesticated dog who is thrust into the brutal world
of the Klondike during the Gold Rush. The excerpt likely appears at a pivotal
moment in Buck’s transformation, illustrating his primal instincts and the
call of the wild.

This section of the story probably depicts a scene where Buck begins to shed
his domesticated traits and reconnect with his ancestral instincts. Such
moments are central to London's narrative, emphasizing themes of survival,
nature versus nurture, and the evolutionary drive that compels animals—and
humans—to adapt to their environments.

Analyzing the Content of the Excerpt



Key Features of the Excerpt

- Vivid Descriptions: London employs rich, sensory language that immerses the
reader in the harsh environment of the Yukon. The cold, the snow, the sounds
of howling wolves—all contribute to a visceral experience.

- Buck’s Transformation: The excerpt likely highlights Buck’s internal shift
from a loyal pet to a fierce creature of instinct. It might describe his
heightened senses, muscular tension, and primal urges awakening.

- Themes of Survival and Instinct: The focus is on the inherent survival
mechanisms that surface when the environment demands it. It underscores the

idea that civilization is thin veneer over primal nature.

- Symbolism: The excerpt may include symbols such as the call of the wild
representing freedom, ancestral heritage, or the irresistible pull of nature.

Language and Literary Devices

- Imagery: London’s use of vivid imagery paints a stark picture of the
wilderness, emphasizing the contrast between domestication and wildness.

- Personification: Elements of nature, such as the snow or the wind, might be
personified to evoke a sense of power and omnipresence.

- Tone: The tone could be intense and urgent, reinforcing the primal
awakening within Buck.

Why Does Jack London Include This Excerpt?

Understanding London's intent in including this excerpt involves examining
its thematic, narrative, and emotional significance.

1. To Reinforce the Theme of Evolution and Instinct

London’s primary aim is to explore the idea that beneath the veneer of
civilization, primal instincts persist. The excerpt serves as a vivid
illustration of this concept, showing that Buck’s true nature is rooted in
his ancestors' survival skills.

Pros:



- Deepens the reader’s understanding of the core themes.
- Reinforces the idea that survival depends on tapping into primal instincts.
- Connects the reader emotionally with Buck’s internal transformation.

Cons:

- Might be intense or bleak for sensitive readers.
- Could overshadow other themes if overly emphasized.

2. To Show the Power of Nature Over Civilization

The excerpt emphasizes nature’s dominance and the futility of human efforts
to suppress innate instincts. By showcasing Buck’s awakening, London
underlines that nature is an unstoppable force.

Features:

- Evokes awe and respect for the wilderness.
- Demonstrates that civilization is fragile compared to natural forces.

Pros:

- Creates a compelling narrative about the resilience of nature.
- Provides philosophical reflections on human and animal nature.

Cons:

- Might be viewed as romanticizing the wilderness excessively.
- Could diminish the importance of human civilization.

3. To Build Suspense and Emotional Intensity

By including a powerful excerpt at a critical juncture, London heightens
emotional engagement, drawing readers deeper into Buck'’s journey.

Features:

- Uses vivid language to evoke visceral reactions.
- Marks a turning point in Buck’'s character development.

Pros:

- Keeps readers invested in the story.
- Heightens the impact of subsequent events.

Cons:



- Could feel abrupt if not well integrated.
- Risks overshadowing other narrative elements.

4. To IlTlustrate Buck’s Character Development

This excerpt likely captures the moment Buck fully embraces his wild nature,
showcasing his evolution from a domesticated pet to a wild creature.

Features:

- Character-focused narrative device.
- Demonstrates internal conflict and growth.

Pros:

- Provides a clear visual of character transformation.
- Encourages empathy and understanding of Buck'’s journey.

Cons:

- Might reduce complexity if focus is solely on primal instincts.
- Can be emotionally taxing for readers attached to Buck’s earlier state.

Features and Literary Significance

The excerpt’s features make it a powerful literary device. Its vivid imagery,
symbolism, and tone work together to reinforce themes of primal survival and
the power of nature.

Features:

- Rich Descriptive Language: Conveys the brutal beauty of the Yukon
wilderness.

- Symbolism: The call of the wild as a metaphor for freedom and ancestral
connection.

- Narrative Pacing: Builds suspense through detailed, intense sequences.

Literary Significance:

- The excerpt exemplifies London’s mastery of naturalism, emphasizing
environment’s role in shaping behavior.

- It reflects the Victorian and early 20th-century fascination with evolution
and survival of the fittest.

- Serves as a philosophical statement about the innate instincts shared
across species.



Impact on Readers

The inclusion of such an excerpt profoundly affects readers by:

- Evoking visceral reactions through detailed imagery.

- Challenging perceptions of domestication versus wildness.

- Inspiring reflections on human nature and our connection to the natural
world.

- Engaging readers emotionally during Buck’s pivotal transformation.

Conclusion: The Purpose Behind the Excerpt

Jack London most likely included this excerpt to serve multiple narrative and
thematic purposes. It acts as a catalyst for Buck’s transformation,
underscores the overarching themes of nature’s dominance and primal
instincts, and heightens the emotional intensity of the story. Through vivid
descriptions, symbolism, and tone, the excerpt encapsulates the core message
of The Call of the Wild: that beneath civilization lies an unyielding,
instinctual force that calls all creatures back to their roots.

In essence, this passage is a microcosm of the novel'’s larger themes—an
invitation for readers to contemplate the delicate balance between
civilization and primal survival, and to recognize the enduring power of
nature that shapes all life. By including such an excerpt, London not only
advances his narrative but also leaves a lasting impression about the raw,
unfiltered forces that govern existence.

In summary, this excerpt is a carefully chosen literary device that
encapsulates the spirit of The Call of the Wild. It deepens the reader’s
understanding of Buck’s transformation, emphasizes key themes, and showcases
London’s lyrical prowess. Its inclusion is a testament to the author’s intent
to evoke emotion, provoke thought, and celebrate the indomitable power of the
wild.
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