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When it comes to road safety, adhering to speed limits is not just a suggestion—it is a legal
obligation. The speed limit of 60 mph (or km/h) on many roads is set based on safety considerations,
traffic flow, and road conditions. However, what happens if a driver exceeds this limit, driving at 70
mph, and then causes a collision? Such an incident is not only dangerous but can also carry serious
legal consequences. Speeding is classified as a criminal offense in many jurisdictions because it
increases the risk of accidents and injuries. In this article, we will explore the legal implications of

speeding, the potential criminal charges involved, and what victims and offenders should know
about such cases.

Understanding Speed Limits and Their Importance

The Purpose of Speed Limits

Speed limits are established by transportation authorities to regulate vehicle speeds for various
reasons:

e Ensure the safety of all road users
e Reduce the likelihood and severity of accidents
e Maintain traffic flow and prevent congestion

e Protect pedestrians, cyclists, and other vulnerable groups

Legal Basis for Speed Limits

Most countries and states have laws that explicitly prohibit exceeding posted speed limits. These
laws are designed to:

e Set clear boundaries for acceptable driving behavior
e Provide a basis for law enforcement to issue citations or charges

e Establish penalties for violations, including fines, points, or criminal charges



The Legal Implications of Speeding and Causing an
Accident

Speeding as a Criminal Offense
While many might think of speeding as a minor traffic violation, exceeding speed limits—especially
when it results in an accident—is often classified as a criminal offense such as reckless driving or
aggressive driving. The severity depends on:

e The extent of the speed excess

e The circumstances of the incident

e The degree of harm caused

When Speeding Turns into Criminal Charges

Driving at 70 mph in a 60 mph zone may seem minor, but if it results in a collision:

e Law enforcement may charge the driver with reckless driving, a criminal offense in many
jurisdictions

e If injuries or fatalities occur, charges can escalate to vehicular assault or homicide

e Convictions can lead to fines, license suspension, probation, or even imprisonment

The Elements of a Criminal Speeding Case

To establish criminal liability, prosecutors typically need to prove:
1. The driver was exceeding the posted speed limit
2. The driver’s speed was unreasonable or reckless considering road conditions
3. The speeding caused or contributed to the accident

4. There was intent or negligence involved in the act



Legal Consequences for the Offending Driver

Fines and Penalties

Most jurisdictions impose monetary fines on speeding violations, which can increase significantly if
an accident occurs. Penalties may include:

e Fixed fines for minor violations
e Escalating fines based on the severity of the offense

e Additional penalties if the speeding led to injuries or deaths

License Suspension and Points

Speeding violations often result in points added to a driver’s license. Accumulating too many points
can lead to:

e Suspension or revocation of driving privileges

e Mandatory driving courses or retraining

Criminal Charges and Jail Time

In cases where speeding causes serious injury or death, criminal charges may be filed, including:
e Reckless driving
e Vehicular assault

e Vehicular homicide

Convictions can result in jail sentences, especially if negligence or intentional misconduct is proven.

Liability and Insurance Implications

Insurance Coverage and Claims

An incident involving speeding and a subsequent accident can significantly impact insurance claims:



e Insurance companies may deny coverage if the driver was violating laws
e The offending driver may face increased premiums or policy cancellations

e The victim may seek compensation through civil litigation

Civil Liability for Damages

Beyond criminal charges, the driver may be held civilly liable for damages caused:
e Property damage
e Medical expenses for injured parties

e Pain and suffering

What Victims and Offenders Should Know

For Victims

Victims of speeding-related accidents should:
e Seek immediate medical attention
e Gather evidence, including photos, witness statements, and police reports
e Consult with a personal injury attorney to understand their rights and options

e Consider civil action to recover damages

For Offenders

Drivers who commit violations should:
e Cooperate fully with law enforcement
e Understand the potential criminal and civil consequences
¢ Seek legal counsel to navigate charges and potential defenses

e Attend traffic safety courses if required



Preventing Speeding-Related Accidents

Prevention is key to reducing fatalities and injuries caused by speeding:
e Adhere strictly to posted speed limits
e Adjust driving speed according to weather, traffic, and road conditions
e Stay alert and avoid distractions while driving
e Use cruise control on highways to maintain steady speeds

» Be aware of the legal consequences of speeding and reckless driving

Conclusion

Speeding at 70 mph in a zone with a 60 mph limit may seem like a minor infraction but can have
devastating consequences if it results in an accident. Laws treat such violations seriously because
they threaten public safety. When a driver exceeds the speed limit and hits someone, they can face
criminal charges such as reckless driving, vehicular assault, or homicide, depending on the
circumstances. The legal system aims to hold offenders accountable while ensuring victims receive
proper compensation. The best way to prevent these tragedies is to always respect posted speed
limits and drive responsibly. Remember, when it comes to speeding, the potential costs—both legal
and personal—are far too high to ignore.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is speeding over the speed limit considered a criminal offense
if it results in an accident?

Yes, speeding over the posted limit, especially if it causes an accident, can be considered a criminal
offense such as reckless driving or vehicular assault, depending on jurisdiction.

What are the legal consequences of hitting someone while
speeding?

Legal consequences can include charges like reckless driving, criminal negligence, fines, license
suspension, or even jail time, depending on the severity of the incident and local laws.

Does exceeding the speed limit automatically make someone



criminally liable?

Not automatically; liability depends on whether the speeding was reckless or negligent, and if it
directly caused harm. However, exceeding the limit is often considered a violation that can lead to
criminal charges if it results in harm.

Can the driver be held liable if they were only slightly over the
speed limit but caused an accident?

Yes, even slight speeding can lead to liability if it contributed to the accident, especially if it was
deemed negligent or reckless behavior under the law.

Are there defenses available if someone is charged with a
crime for speeding and causing an accident?

Possible defenses include proving the driver was not negligent, that the speed was reasonable under
the circumstances, or that the accident was caused by other factors outside of their control.

How can drivers avoid criminal charges when involved in an
accident caused by speeding?

Drivers should remain at the scene, cooperate with authorities, seek legal counsel, and demonstrate
that they were not acting recklessly or negligently at the time of the incident.

What role does police evidence and accident reconstruction
play in these cases?

Police evidence and accident reconstruction help determine the cause of the crash, the driver's
speed, and whether criminal negligence or reckless behavior contributed, influencing legal charges
and liability.

Additional Resources
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Introduction: The Dangers of Speeding and Its Legal
Implications
Speeding remains one of the leading causes of road accidents worldwide. When a driver exceeds the

posted speed limit, they significantly increase their risk of losing control, failing to respond to
hazards, and causing severe accidents. The core principle behind speed limits is to promote safety,



ensuring that drivers maintain manageable speeds suitable for the road conditions and environment.

In our discussion, the phrase "Speed Limit Is 60 Someone Is Doing 70 And They Hit Somebody"
illustrates a common scenario with serious consequences. Despite the seemingly minor difference of
10 mph over the limit, the ramifications can be devastating—culminating in injury, death, legal
action, and criminal charges.

This piece delves into the legal, ethical, and safety aspects of speeding, emphasizing that exceeding
speed limits is not merely a traffic violation but a criminal offense with potentially life-altering
consequences.

Understanding Speed Limits and Their Purpose

The Rationale Behind Speed Limits

Speed limits serve multiple purposes:

- Safety: They are set based on road design, traffic density, and environmental factors to minimize
accidents.

- Uniformity: They provide a standard speed for drivers, reducing unpredictable driving behaviors.
- Legal Enforcement: Speed limits are enforceable rules, and violations can result in penalties.

Factors Influencing Speed Limits

- Road type (highways, urban streets, residential areas)
- Traffic volume

- Accident history

- Environmental conditions (weather, visibility)

- Presence of pedestrians or cyclists

The Legal Framework: Speeding as a Criminal Offense

What Constitutes Speeding?

Speeding occurs when a driver exceeds the posted speed limit or drives at an unsafe speed
considering conditions. Even if the driver is under the limit, driving too fast for conditions can be
considered reckless or negligent.



Legal Classification of Speeding

- Civil Infractions: Typically, speeding is a fineable offense. The driver pays a fine and receives points
on their license.

- Criminal Charges: When speeding results in injury or death, or involves excessive speeds, it can
escalate to criminal charges such as reckless driving, vehicular assault, or vehicular homicide.

Criminal Liability for Speeding

When a driver exceeds the speed limit significantly or drives recklessly, resulting in harm, they may
be prosecuted criminally. The severity depends on:

- The extent of speed violation

- Whether the speeding was reckless or intentional
- The resultant harm or fatality

- Past driving history

In many jurisdictions, hitting someone while speeding can lead to charges like reckless driving,
vehicular manslaughter, or criminal negligence, making the act a crime rather than a mere traffic
violation.

Case Analysis: From Speeding to Crime

Scenario Breakdown

- A driver is traveling on a road with a speed limit of 60 mph.
- They are caught doing 70 mph, exceeding the limit by 10 mph.
- Despite the slight excess, they hit a pedestrian or another vehicle, causing injury or death.

Legal Consequences in Such Cases

- Investigation: Authorities analyze the scene, gather evidence, and determine whether the driver
was negligent or reckless.

- Charges: The driver could face criminal charges based on the outcome:

- If someone is injured but survives, charges may include reckless driving or assault.

- If someone is killed, charges could escalate to vehicular manslaughter or homicide.

- Sentencing: Convictions can result in fines, license suspension, probation, or imprisonment,
depending on jurisdiction and circumstances.



Why Is Speeding Considered Criminal?

Speeding becomes criminal because it demonstrates a disregard for safety, especially when it results

in harm. Legal systems recognize that driving at excessive speeds:

- Increases stopping distances
- Reduces reaction times
- Amplifies the severity of accidents

Thus, exceeding speed limits, particularly in dangerous conditions or with significant excess speed,

is treated as a criminal act because it constitutes reckless behavior that endangers others.

The Ethical and Moral Dimensions of Speeding

The Responsibility of Drivers

Every driver has a moral obligation to:
- Follow traffic laws
- Adjust speed according to conditions

- Be vigilant and considerate of others’ safety

Speeding undermines this responsibility, reflecting negligence or indifference to potential harm.

Impact on Victims and Society

- Victims: Suffer physical injuries, disabilities, emotional trauma, or death.
- Family and Community: Face grief, economic hardship, and emotional distress.
- Legal System: Must allocate resources for investigation, prosecution, and victim compensation.

The ethical breach involved in speeding, especially when it leads to injury or death, underscores why

such acts are viewed as criminal.

Preventive Measures and Road Safety Initiatives



Enforcement Strategies

- Speed cameras and radar guns
- Increased police patrols
- Automated ticketing systems

Technological Solutions

- Adaptive cruise control
- Speed warning systems
- Intelligent speed assistance (ISA)

Public Education and Awareness

- Campaigns highlighting the dangers of speeding
- Driver training emphasizing safe driving practices
- Community engagement to promote road safety culture

Legal Reforms

- Stricter penalties for repeat offenders
- Enhanced laws for reckless driving and vehicular homicide
- Clearer guidelines for criminal liability in fatal accidents

Conclusion: Speeding as a Crime and Its Societal
Implications

The phrase "Speed Limit Is 60 Someone Is Doing 70 And They Hit Somebody" encapsulates a critical
reality: exceeding speed limits, even marginally, can lead to catastrophic consequences. The legal
system rightly treats speeding that results in injury or death as a criminal act, recognizing the
inherent dangers and moral responsibility involved.

Speeding is not just about breaking a rule; it involves risking lives. When a driver chooses to go over
the limit and causes harm, they are engaging in reckless behavior that warrants legal accountability.
Society must continue to reinforce the importance of adhering to traffic laws, invest in enforcement
and technology, and foster a culture of responsible driving.

Ultimately, the goal is to prevent such tragedies before they happen. Every driver must understand
that the speed limit exists for safety—not just as a suggestion but as a legal boundary that
safeguards lives. Ignoring this boundary can have severe criminal repercussions, and rightly so,



because the cost of speeding can be measured in lives lost or irreparably damaged.
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