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Understanding the attitude of a narrator toward elite New York society offers valuable insights into the
themes, tone, and underlying messages of a literary work. The narrator’s perspective often reflects
complex feelings—ranging from admiration and fascination to critique and disdain—toward the social elite
who inhabit the upper echelons of New York’s social hierarchy. In this article, we will explore how to
interpret the narrator’s attitude, the factors influencing this perspective, and the broader implications for

readers seeking to understand the social commentary embedded within such narratives.

Examining the Narrator’s Attitude Toward Elite New York
Society

1. The Narrator’s Tone and Language

One of the most immediate ways to gauge the narrator’s attitude is through their tone and choice of

language. For example:
¢ Admiring tone: When the narrator employs poetic, reverent language, highlighting the glamour,
sophistication, or charm of the elite, it suggests a sense of admiration or envy.

¢ Mocking or satirical tone: Use of sarcasm, irony, or exaggerated descriptions can indicate a critique or

disdain for the superficiality or moral decay within society.

¢ Neutral or detached tone: An objective narrative style might suggest an observer’s attempt to remain

impartial, allowing readers to interpret the social dynamics themselves.

The tone sets the emotional framework for the reader, signaling whether the narrator perceives the

society positively, negatively, or with ambivalence.



2. Descriptive Language and Imagery

Descriptive language reveals much about the narrator’s attitude:

¢ Vivid, glamorous descriptions of parties, fashion, and social events may indicate admiration or

fascination.
o Descriptions emphasizing superficiality, greed, or moral corruption can reveal a critical stance.

o Use of negative imagery—such as depicting characters as shallow or hypocritical —can signal disdain.

Imagery not only paints a picture of the society but also reflects the narrator’s emotional response to it.

3. Focus and Attention to Detail

The aspects of society that the narrator emphasizes can reveal their attitude:

e Highlighting the grandeur of wealth and luxury suggests admiration or envy.

¢ Focusing on social pretenses, moral failings, or superficial relationships points to critique or

disapproval.

¢ Neglecting or glossing over societal flaws might indicate complicity or admiration.

For example, if the narrator spends considerable time describing the opulence but dismisses the underlying

moral issues, it may suggest a complex or ambivalent attitude.

Factors Influencing the Narrator’s Perspective

1. Personal Background and Social Position

The narrator’s own background greatly influences their attitude:



¢ Someone from within the society may have a more sympathetic or nuanced view, possibly

romanticizing or justifying certain behaviors.

¢ An outsider or critic may adopt a more scornful or condemning perspective.

For instance, a narrator who aspires to join the elite might romanticize their world, whereas an outsider

might focus on its hypocrisies.

2. Author’s Intent and Cultural Context

The author’s purpose in depicting elite society also shapes the narrator’s attitude:

o Satirical works aim to critique societal flaws, leading the narrator to adopt a mocking tone.

¢ Romanticized portrayals may suggest admiration or nostalgia.

Understanding the cultural and historical context helps interpret whether the attitude is genuine critique,

subtle satire, or affectionate admiration.

3. Narrative Style and Literary Devices

The use of irony, satire, allegory, or symbolism influences how the narrator’s attitude is conveyed:

e Irony: When the narrator says one thing but implies another, revealing a critical stance.
e Satire: Exaggeration and parody highlight societal flaws.

e Symbolism: Certain characters or settings symbolize broader social themes, influencing the perceived

attitude.

These devices help the reader grasp subtle attitudes that might not be explicit in the narration.



Why Do You Think the Attitude Matters?

1. It Shapes the Reader’s Interpretation

The narrator’s attitude influences how readers perceive the depicted society:

¢ Encourages critical thinking if the attitude is negative.

¢ Fosters admiration if the attitude is positive.

Understanding the narrator’s stance helps readers evaluate the social commentary and the author’s

underlying message.

2. It Reflects Broader Social and Moral Themes

The attitude often aligns with themes of morality, class, and hypocrisy:

e It can reveal societal values and critiques.

¢ It may expose the disparity between appearance and reality.

For example, a critical attitude toward high society might highlight moral decay or superficiality.

3. It Offers Insight into the Author’s Perspective

Analyzing the narrator’s attitude reveals the author’s own views and biases:

e Helps interpret the work’s tone and purpose.

¢ Provides context for understanding the social critique or celebration present in the narrative.



Understanding this perspective enriches the reader’s engagement with the text.

Conclusion

In sum, the narrator’s attitude toward elite New York society is a multifaceted aspect of literary analysis
that hinges on tone, language, focus, and context. Whether it is admiration, satire, critique, or a mixture of
these, understanding the nuances allows readers to grasp the deeper messages about social class, morality,
and human nature embedded within the narrative. Recognizing how personal background, authorial
intent, and literary devices shape this attitude enhances our appreciation of the work’s complexity.
Ultimately, the narrator’s perspective serves as a mirror reflecting societal values and flaws, prompting

readers to question and analyze the social fabric of elite New York society.

If you need further elaboration or specific examples from literature, feel free to ask!

Frequently Asked Questions

How does the narrator's attitude reflect their perception of elite New

York society?

The narrator's attitude appears to be critical and observant, often highlighting the superficiality and

pretentiousness of the elite, indicating a sense of disapproval or detachment.

What literary techniques does the narrator use to convey their attitude
toward New York's elite?

The narrator employs satire, irony, and detailed descriptions to underscore the contrasts and flaws within

the social class, revealing a skeptical or mocking tone.

Why do you think the narrator adopts a particular attitude toward the
wealthy elite in New York?

The narrator's attitude is likely shaped by personal experiences or societal observations that expose the

hypocrisy or moral superficiality of the elite, leading to a critical perspective.



How does the narrator's attitude influence the reader's perception of New

York society?

The narrator's critical stance encourages readers to question the values and authenticity of the elite,

fostering a sense of skepticism about their social veneer.

In what ways does the narrator's attitude toward the elite reflect broader

themes of the story?

The attitude underscores themes of social inequality, moral decay, and the superficial nature of high

society, emphasizing the disconnect between appearance and reality.

Why do you think the narrator's attitude is important for understanding

the story's message?

The narrator's attitude provides insight into the author's critique of societal norms, helping readers grasp

the underlying commentary on class, morality, and authenticity.

How might the narrator's attitude toward New York's elite resonate with

contemporary readers?

Contemporary readers may relate to the narrator's skepticism of superficial social hierarchies and the

enduring relevance of questioning societal values and authenticity.

Additional Resources

How Would You Describe The Attitude Of The Narrator Toward Elite New York Society? Why Do You
Think?

In the landscape of American literature, few narratives offer as piercing and nuanced a critique of social
stratification as the portrayal of elite New York society. The manner in which a narrator perceives,
interacts with, and ultimately judges such a world reveals much about underlying themes of class,
morality, and identity. This article explores the complex attitude of narrators—particularly in classic and
contemporary works—toward the opulent, often insular circles of New York’s elite, and examines the

reasons behind these attitudes.

Understanding the Narrative Voice: The Baseline Attitude



The first step in analyzing any narrator’s stance is understanding their initial tone and approach. Narrators
in stories about New York’s high society frequently occupy a space of ambivalence—sometimes admiration,

often critique, and at times outright disdain.

Admiration and Fascination

Many narrators, especially those who are outsiders or newcomers, display a sense of wonder toward the
extravagance and sophistication of elite New York. They admire the social finesse, the cultural cachet, and
the seemingly effortless way the wealthy maintain their status. This admiration often manifests in

descriptions that emphasize glamour, elegance, and exclusivity.

Critique and Disillusionment

However, beneath this veneer of admiration often lies a layer of critique. Narrators reveal skepticism about
the authenticity of social bonds, the morality of wealth accumulation, and the superficiality of social rituals.
This critical stance is particularly apparent in works that depict the moral decay or emptiness behind the

glittering facade.

Disdain and Alienation
In some cases, the narrator’s attitude shifts toward outright disdain—especially when they perceive the
elite as morally corrupt, selfish, or hypocritical. This disapproval often underscores narratives where the

protagonist feels marginalized or morally outraged by the social disparities and injustices endemic to high

society.

Historical and Literary Contexts Shaping the Narrator’s Attitude

The attitude of the narrator is deeply influenced by the historical period and the literary tradition from

which the story emerges.

The Gilded Age and Early 20th Century Portrayals

During the Gilded Age, many writers, such as Edith Wharton, examined the decadence and moral
ambiguity of New York’s upper class. Narrators often adopt a tone of subtle satire, highlighting the
contradictions between appearance and reality. For instance, in Wharton’s The Age of Innocence, the
narrator’s reflections evoke both admiration for the sophistication of the social scene and a critique of its

moral superficiality.



Modern and Postmodern Perspectives

In contemporary literature, narrators tend to adopt more skeptical or even cynical attitudes. Works by
authors like Tom Wolfe or Jay Mclnerney often depict the elite as self-absorbed or disconnected from the
realities faced by the broader populace. The narrator’s attitude often reflects a sense of alienation,

emphasizing the superficiality, materialism, or moral vacuity of elite society.

Key Factors Influencing the Narrator’s Attitude

Several elements influence how a narrator perceives elite New York society, each contributing to a

layered and often conflicted attitude.

Personal Background and Perspective

The narrator’s own social standing, background, and experiences shape their attitude. An outsider may

view the elite with awe or disdain, while an insider might see the world as natural or justified.

Authorial Intent and Moral Stance

Authors often encode their own judgments through the narrator. A writer with a critical social stance may
craft a narrator who exposes hypocrisy and greed, whereas a more sympathetic author might portray the

elite as misunderstood or tragic.

Plot and Thematic Considerations

The narrative’s themes—such as corruption, love, social mobility, or moral decay—also influence the
narrator’s attitude. For example, stories emphasizing moral failure tend to feature narrators with a critical or

disapproving tone.

Why Do You Think? Analyzing the Underlying Reasons

Understanding why narrators adopt their particular attitudes toward New York’s elite requires delving

into psychological, societal, and literary motivations.



Societal Critique and Moral Judgment

Many narrators serve as moral commentators, implicitly or explicitly criticizing the inequalities and
injustices of the social hierarchy. Their attitudes reflect a desire for fairness, social reform, or at least a

recognition of ethical failings.

Personal Disillusionment or Alienation

Narrators often project their own feelings of disconnection or disillusionment, especially if they are
marginalized or aspire to belong but feel excluded. This personal stance colors their perception, often

leading to a tone of bitterness or skepticism.

Literary Tradition and Stylistic Choices

Authors may choose a particular narrative attitude to align with literary traditions—satire, realism, or

modernist critique—shaping how the narrator interacts with and perceives society.

Examples of Narratorial Attitudes in Key Works

To contextualize these insights, consider specific examples from notable literature about New York’s elite.

Edith Wharton’s The Age of Innocence

The narrator, often considered an extension of Wharton’s own voice, adopts a tone of nostalgic regret mixed
with critique. The narrator recognizes the beauty and sophistication of the society but also exposes its moral
superficiality and rigidity. This ambivalence underscores a broader commentary on societal norms and the

costs of social conformity.

F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby

Nick Carraway’s attitude toward the wealthy is complex—initial fascination gives way to disillusionment.
His tone oscillates between admiration and moral judgment, ultimately culminating in a sense of moral

detachment and critique of the American Dream’s corruption.

Modern Works by Tom Wolfe and Jay McInerney

These authors depict their narrators with a tone of sharp cynicism, highlighting the excesses, superficiality,

and moral vacuity of contemporary New York elites. Their attitude often borders on contempt, reflecting



societal critique.

Conclusion: A Multifaceted Attitude Rooted in Context and

Character

The attitude of narrators toward elite New York society is inherently multifaceted, shaped by personal
perspective, societal critique, and literary tradition. Whether they demonstrate admiration, critique,
disdain, or a mixture of these, their stance offers valuable insights into the themes of class, morality, and

identity that define the city’s social fabric.

Understanding why narrators adopt these attitudes reveals broader societal concerns—questions of
authenticity, morality, and the human cost of wealth and privilege. Their perspectives serve as mirrors,
critiques, or even warnings about the complexities and contradictions of the American Dream as embodied

in the glittering towers of New York.

In analyzing these narratorial attitudes, readers gain a deeper appreciation of how literature reflects societal
values and anxieties, making the portrayal of New York’s elite not just a story of wealth and status but a

profound commentary on human nature and societal morality.
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