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Understanding the significance of historical excerpts is crucial for grasping
the broader developments they represent. When analyzing a specific excerpt,
historians and students alike seek to determine what it reveals about pivotal
moments or trends in history. One such question that often arises is: The
excerpt best serves as evidence for which of the following developments? In
this context, option A—Abraham Lincoln attempted—refers to a range of
initiatives and actions undertaken by the 16th President of the United
States. This article explores how particular excerpts from Lincoln’s
speeches, letters, or policies serve as compelling evidence for his attempts
to shape the nation during a tumultuous period, especially regarding the
abolition of slavery, preservation of the Union, and the promotion of
equality.

---

Understanding the Context of Abraham Lincoln’s
Leadership

Before delving into how specific excerpts serve as evidence, it’s essential
to understand the historical backdrop of Lincoln’s presidency. Serving from
1861 to 1865, Lincoln led the nation through the Civil War, a conflict rooted
in sectional tensions over slavery, states’ rights, and economic disparities.

Key Points About Lincoln’s Leadership:

1. Preservation of the Union
Lincoln believed in maintaining the United States as a single, united entity,
even amid secessionist movements.

2. Abolition of Slavery
He viewed slavery as morally wrong and central to the nation’s division,
making the abolition of slavery a core objective.

3. Promotion of Equal Rights
Lincoln’s speeches and policies often reflected a desire to advance racial
equality, albeit within the constraints of his time.



4. Strategic Use of Rhetoric and Policy
His speeches, such as the Gettysburg Address and the Emancipation
Proclamation, exemplify how he attempted to rally the nation and redefine its
principles.

---

How Excerpts Reflect Lincoln’s Attempts:
Analyzing Key Evidence

A well-chosen excerpt from Lincoln’s speeches or writings can reveal his
intentions, strategies, and the broader developments he sought to achieve.
Let’s examine some critical excerpts and their significance.

The Emancipation Proclamation

Excerpt:
"That on the first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and sixty-three, all persons held as slaves within any State or
designated part of a State, the people whereof shall then be in rebellion
against the United States, shall be then, thenceforward, and forever free..."

Significance:
This excerpt is a direct manifestation of Lincoln’s attempt to abolish
slavery as a means to weaken the Confederacy and uphold the Union. It
evidences his strategic move to leverage wartime powers to effect social
change and reshape the moral fabric of the nation.

Development Highlighted:
- The move toward emancipation as a war measure.
- His attempt to redefine the Civil War as a fight against slavery, not just
secession.

The Gettysburg Address

Excerpt:
"Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent,
a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all
men are created equal."

Significance:
Lincoln’s attempt to redefine the purpose of the Civil War, emphasizing
equality and national unity. This speech served as a rallying cry for the
preservation of democracy and the abolition of slavery.



Development Highlighted:
- Reaffirmation of the nation’s founding principles.
- Effort to inspire collective effort toward equality and union.

The Second Inaugural Address

Excerpt:
"With malice toward none, with charity for all, with firmness in the right as
God gives us to see the right..."

Significance:
This reflects Lincoln’s attempt to promote reconciliation and healing after
the brutal conflict, emphasizing mercy over punishment and unity over
division.

Development Highlighted:
- His attempt to foster national healing.
- Commitment to a peaceful reunification.

---

The Excerpt as Evidence for Key Developments in
Lincoln’s Presidency

Analyzing excerpts helps trace the evolution of Lincoln’s policies and
objectives. Here are some major developments that his writings and speeches
substantiate:

1. Attempt to Abolish Slavery and Promote Equality

Lincoln’s efforts culminated in the Emancipation Proclamation and the push
for the 13th Amendment. Excerpts from these documents serve as concrete
evidence of his attempts to end slavery.

Key Points:

- Lincoln’s moral opposition to slavery.
- His strategic use of executive power.
- The shift from merely saving the Union to ending slavery.

2. Efforts to Preserve the Union at All Costs

Throughout his speeches, Lincoln emphasized the importance of maintaining the
Union. His attempts to rally the Northern states and persuade border states
are documented in excerpts emphasizing unity.



Key Points:

- The importance of the Union’s survival.
- His speeches aimed at national cohesion.
- The use of rhetoric to counter secessionist arguments.

3. Promotion of Reconciliation and National Healing

Post-war speeches reveal Lincoln’s attempts to reconcile a fractured nation.
His call for charity and forgiveness highlights his vision for a united
America.

Key Points:

- His desire to heal wounds rather than seek revenge.
- The emphasis on shared values and common goals.
- The importance of forgiveness in rebuilding the nation.

---

Why Do Certain Excerpts Serve as Strong
Evidence?

The strength of an excerpt as evidence depends on several factors:

- Authenticity: Genuine speeches or writings by Lincoln provide credible
evidence.
- Context: Excerpts that directly relate to specific policies or initiatives.
- Clarity of Intent: Passages that clearly articulate Lincoln’s aims and
strategies.
- Impact: Quotations that had significant influence on public opinion or
policy.

Common Features of Effective Excerpts:

- Clear statements of purpose (e.g., abolition, union preservation).
- Expressions of moral conviction.
- Calls to action or rallying language.
- Reflection of Lincoln’s strategic and moral considerations.

---

Conclusion: The Excerpt as a Window Into
Lincoln’s Developmental Attempts



In summary, carefully selected excerpts from Abraham Lincoln’s speeches,
letters, and policies serve as compelling evidence for his attempts to
achieve several critical developments during his presidency. They reveal his
efforts to abolish slavery, preserve the Union, promote equality, and foster
national reconciliation. These excerpts not only illuminate Lincoln’s
personal convictions but also demonstrate how he used rhetoric and policy to
navigate the complexities of a divided nation.

By understanding these key pieces of evidence, we gain a richer appreciation
of Lincoln’s leadership and the enduring impact of his attempts to shape the
United States into a more perfect union. Whether viewed through the lens of
abolition, unity, or reconciliation, these excerpts stand as testament to his
enduring legacy and the transformative period of American history he helped
define.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

What development is best evidenced by the excerpt
regarding Abraham Lincoln's actions?
The excerpt best serves as evidence for Abraham Lincoln's efforts to abolish
slavery and promote the Civil War's aims of unity and emancipation.

How does the excerpt illustrate Lincoln's approach
to leadership during the Civil War?
It highlights Lincoln's decisive measures and moral stance in progressing
towards ending slavery and preserving the Union.

In what way does the excerpt support the development
of abolitionist ideas in the United States?
The excerpt demonstrates Lincoln's commitment to ending slavery, reflecting
the growing influence of abolitionist sentiments during his presidency.

What does the excerpt reveal about the political
strategies Lincoln employed during his presidency?
It shows Lincoln's use of executive actions and speeches to advance the cause



of emancipation and rally support for the Union.

How does the excerpt relate to the broader social
and political developments of the Civil War era?
It serves as evidence of the shift towards ending slavery as a central goal
of the war, marking a significant development in American political history.

Which historical development is most directly
supported by the excerpt in relation to Lincoln's
policies?
The development of the abolition of slavery and the Emancipation Proclamation
as key milestones in Lincoln's presidency.

Additional Resources
The Excerpt Best Serves As Evidence For Which Of The Following Developments?
A. Abraham Lincoln Attempted

Understanding historical developments often hinges on analyzing primary
source excerpts that shed light on key moments or intentions. When examining
"The Excerpt Best Serves As Evidence For Which Of The Following Developments?
A. Abraham Lincoln Attempted," it's essential to interpret the context,
content, and implications of the excerpt to determine which major development
it supports. This guide aims to help readers navigate the significance of
such excerpts, especially those related to Abraham Lincoln's efforts,
policies, and actions during pivotal moments in American history.

---

Introduction: The Power of Primary Source Excerpts in Historical Analysis

Primary sources—such as speeches, letters, official documents, or
excerpts—are the backbone of historical interpretation. They provide direct
insight into the thoughts, motivations, and actions of historical figures
like Abraham Lincoln. When analyzing an excerpt, especially one associated
with Lincoln, historians ask: What does this piece of evidence reveal about
the broader developments of the era?

In this context, the question "The Excerpt Best Serves As Evidence For Which
Of The Following Developments? A. Abraham Lincoln Attempted" prompts us to
consider Lincoln’s initiatives, policies, or strategies. Was he attempting to
abolish slavery? Preserve the Union? Promote Reconstruction? Or perhaps
challenge executive authority? The excerpt can serve as evidence supporting
one or multiple of these developments.

---



Key Developments Associated With Abraham Lincoln

Before analyzing the excerpt, it’s vital to understand the major developments
during Lincoln’s presidency that it might support. These include:

1. The Attempt to Abolish Slavery
Lincoln’s primary wartime goal evolved into ending slavery, culminating in
the Emancipation Proclamation and pushing for the 13th Amendment.

2. Preservation of the Union
A core aspect of Lincoln’s leadership was maintaining the United States as a
unified nation amidst secession and civil war.

3. The Initiation of Reconstruction
Although Lincoln’s assassination limited his influence on Reconstruction, his
plans aimed at healing the nation and integrating formerly enslaved people.

4. Expansion of Presidential Authority
Lincoln’s use of executive power, including suspending habeas corpus and
issuing wartime orders, marked a significant assertion of presidential
authority.

5. War Strategy and Military Efforts
Lincoln’s efforts in directing military strategy, appointing generals, and
managing wartime resources.

---

Analyzing the Excerpt: How to Identify Its Significance

When presented with an excerpt, consider these analytical steps:

A. Content and Language
- Does the excerpt mention abolition, slavery, or emancipation?
- Does it reference preserving the Union or secession?
- Are there mentions of executive action, military strategy, or
constitutional authority?

B. Context and Time Period
- When was the excerpt written?
- During what events or crises?
- Does the language reflect urgency, moral conviction, or political strategy?

C. The Source’s Perspective
- Is Lincoln speaking directly or through a third party?
- What tone does he use—defensive, assertive, hopeful?

---

Case Study: Analyzing a Hypothetical Excerpt



Suppose the excerpt reads:
_"My paramount objective is to save the Union. If I could save it by freeing
all the slaves, I would do it; and if I could save it by freeing none, I
would do that too."_

What development does this support?

Interpretation:
- The emphasis on saving the Union indicates that Lincoln prioritized
national unity.
- The mention of freeing slaves shows an awareness of emancipation but
suggests it was not yet his primary goal.
- The tone indicates strategic flexibility rather than ideological commitment
at this point.

Conclusion:
This excerpt best supports the development: The Attempt to Preserve the
Union.

---

How Excerpts Support Specific Developments

Different kinds of excerpts serve as evidence for specific developments. Here
are some common types and what they reveal:

1. Lincoln’s Speeches (e.g., Gettysburg Address, Second Inaugural)
- Often highlight themes of unity, sacrifice, and moral purpose.
- Support the development of Union preservation and moral leadership.

2. Official Documents (e.g., Emancipation Proclamation)
- Demonstrate efforts toward abolishing slavery and transforming the Civil
War into a moral crusade.

3. Personal Letters and Memoirs
- Provide insight into Lincoln’s private thoughts, revealing his strategic
thinking about reconstruction, public opinion, or executive powers.

4. Congressional Debates and Legislative Records
- Show the political struggles involved in passing key legislation like the
13th Amendment.

---

The Broader Implications of Lincoln’s Efforts

When analyzing excerpts, it's also important to connect them to the broader
historical implications:

- Shift in War Aims: From solely Union preservation to ending slavery.
- Expansion of Presidential Power: Lincoln’s actions set precedents for



executive authority.
- Moral Leadership: Lincoln’s speeches and policies reflect evolving American
values on human rights and equality.
- Reconstruction Foundations: Lincoln’s vision laid groundwork for future
efforts to rebuild and reconcile the nation.

---

Summary: Using the Excerpt as Evidence

To determine which development the excerpt best supports, follow this
analytical process:

1. Identify key themes and language in the excerpt.
2. Contextualize the excerpt within Lincoln’s presidency and the historical
period.
3. Match the themes with the major developments (Union preservation,
abolition, reconstruction, executive power).
4. Assess the tone and intent—do they reflect strategic, moral, or political
motives?
5. Draw conclusions about which development the excerpt most directly
supports.

---

Final Thoughts

"The Excerpt Best Serves As Evidence For Which Of The Following Developments?
A. Abraham Lincoln Attempted" requires a nuanced understanding of Lincoln’s
leadership, policies, and historical context. Whether the excerpt emphasizes
his efforts to preserve the Union, abolish slavery, expand presidential
authority, or initiate reconstruction, careful analysis allows us to see how
primary sources illuminate the complex tapestry of the Civil War era. As
students and scholars, mastering this analytical approach enhances our
ability to interpret history critically and appreciate the enduring legacy of
Lincoln’s attempts to shape the nation.

---

Remember: Every excerpt is a piece of a larger puzzle. Its true importance
lies in how well it helps us understand the development it supports within
the broader sweep of American history.
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