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When The Day Ends, understanding how to identify and differentiate between dependent and
independent clauses is a fundamental skill in mastering English grammar. This article provides a
comprehensive guide on how to approach this task, particularly focusing on the sentence: "When the
day ends,". By the end of this guide, you'll be equipped with clear methods and practical tips to
analyze similar sentences effectively, enhancing your writing and grammatical skills.

Understanding Clauses: The Foundation of Sentence
Structure

What Is a Clause?

A clause is a group of words that contains a subject and a predicate (verb). Clauses are the building
blocks of sentences and can be classified into two main types:

- Independent Clauses: Can stand alone as complete sentences.
- Dependent Clauses: Cannot stand alone; they rely on an independent clause to form a complete
thought.

Why Is Distinguishing Between Them Important?

Recognizing the difference helps in constructing grammatically correct sentences, avoiding run-ons,
fragments, and ensuring clarity in your writing. It also aids in understanding complex sentences and
improving editing skills.

Identifying Dependent and Independent Clauses in the
Sentence

Analyzing the Sentence: "When the day ends,"

The phrase provided is a fragment, but it hints at a clause that is likely part of a larger sentence. To



analyze it:

- Step 1: Look for a subordinating conjunction.
- Step 2: Identify the subject and verb.
- Step 3: Determine if the clause can stand alone.

Step-by-Step Breakdown

Step 1: Recognize the subordinating conjunction "When".

Step 2: Find the subject and verb following "When".

- The subject: "the day"

- The verb: "ends"

Step 3: Decide if this clause can stand alone.

- "When the day ends" is a dependent clause because it cannot stand alone as a complete sentence;
it leaves the reader expecting more information.

How to Underline the Dependent Clause and Encircle
the Independent Clause

Visualizing the Sentence Structure

In sentences containing both dependent and independent clauses, visual cues help clarify their roles:

- Underline the dependent clause.
- Encircle the independent clause.

Applying the Technique to the Example

Suppose the full sentence is:
"When the day ends, we will go home."

To analyze:

1. Identify the dependent clause: "When the day ends"
2. ldentify the independent clause: "we will go home"

Step 1: Underline the dependent clause:
When the day ends

Step 2: Encircle the independent clause:
we will go home

This visual distinction helps in understanding sentence structure and grammatical function.



Practical Steps for Underlining and Encircling Clauses

Step 1: Find Subordinating Conjunctions

Common subordinating conjunctions include:
- when

- although

- because

- since

- if

- unless

- until

These words usually introduce dependent clauses.

Step 2: Locate the Subject and Verb

Within the clause, find the subject (who or what the clause is about) and the verb (the action or state
of being). For "When the day ends,"

- Subject: "the day"

- Verb: "ends"

Step 3: Decide if the Clause Is Dependent or Independent

- If the clause begins with a subordinating conjunction and cannot stand alone, it's dependent.
- If it expresses a complete thought and can stand alone, it's independent.

Step 4: Use Visual Markings

- Underline dependent clauses.
- Encircle independent clauses.

Examples of Sentence Analysis

Example 1

Sentence: "When the sun sets, the sky turns orange."



- Dependent clause: When the sun sets (underline)
- Independent clause: the sky turns orange (circle)

Example 2

Sentence: "Although he was tired, he finished his homework."

- Dependent clause: Although he was tired (underline)
- Independent clause: he finished his homework (circle)

Example 3

Sentence: "Because it rained, the game was canceled."

- Dependent clause: Because it rained (underline)
- Independent clause: the game was canceled (circle)

Common Mistakes to Avoid When Identifying Clauses

- Confusing phrases with clauses: Not all phrases are clauses; ensure the presence of both subject
and verb.

- Ignoring subordinating conjunctions: These words are key indicators of dependent clauses.

- Misidentifying the main idea: Remember that the independent clause conveys the main thought and
can stand alone.

Tips for Mastering Clause Identification

- Practice with varied sentences: Analyze sentences from books, articles, or exercises.

- Use color-coding: Practice by highlighting dependent clauses in one color and encircling independent
clauses.

- Create diagrams: Visual sentence diagrams can clarify the structure.

- Ask questions:

- Does this clause make sense alone?

- Does it start with a subordinating conjunction?

- Does it contain a subject and a verb?



Conclusion: Enhancing Your Grammar Skills

Mastering the art of underlining dependent clauses and encircling independent clauses is essential for
clear and effective writing. By understanding the role each clause plays within a sentence and
applying visual techniques, you can improve your grammatical accuracy and sentence analysis skills.
Remember, practice makes perfect—regularly analyze sentences, identify clauses, and apply the
underlining and encircling method to become proficient in recognizing sentence structures.

Additional Resources for Practice

- Grammar workbooks

- Online sentence diagramming tools

- Educational videos on clause identification

- Language learning apps with grammar exercises

In summary, when you encounter a sentence like "When the day ends," follow these steps:

1. Look for subordinating conjunctions to identify dependent clauses.
2. Find the subject and verb within the clause.

3. Determine if it can stand alone—if not, it's dependent.

4. Underline the dependent clause.

5. Find the main idea to identify the independent clause and encircle it.

Developing this skill will significantly improve your understanding of sentence structure, making your
writing clearer and more grammatically correct. Practice consistently, and soon you'll master the
technique of underlining dependent clauses and encircling independent clauses in any sentence you
analyze.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the dependent clause in the sentence 'When the day
ends,'?

The dependent clause is 'When the day ends,' because it cannot stand alone as a complete sentence.

What is the independent clause in the sentence 'When the
day ends,'?

There is no independent clause in this sentence; it is incomplete and relies on additional information
to form a complete thought.



How do you identify the dependent clause in a sentence?

A dependent clause usually begins with a subordinating conjunction like 'when,"' 'because,' or
‘although' and cannot stand alone as a complete sentence.

What is the purpose of underlining the dependent clause in a
sentence?

Underlining the dependent clause helps to distinguish it from the rest of the sentence, aiding in
understanding the sentence structure.

Why do we encircle the independent clause in a sentence
diagramming activity?

Encircling the independent clause highlights the main idea or complete thought in the sentence,
which can stand alone.

Can the sentence 'When the day ends,' be considered
complete? Why or why not?

No, it is not complete because it contains only a dependent clause and lacks an independent clause to
form a full sentence.

In the sentence 'When the day ends, | will go home,' which
part is the dependent clause?

The dependent clause is 'When the day ends,' which provides the time context for the main action.

In the sentence 'When the day ends, | will go home,' what is
the independent clause?

The independent clause is 'l will go home,"' because it expresses a complete thought.

Why is it important to identify dependent and independent
clauses in sentences?

Identifying these clauses helps in understanding sentence structure, improving clarity, and avoiding
grammatical errors.

How can understanding dependent and independent clauses
improve your writing?

It allows you to construct clearer, more complex sentences and enhances overall coherence and
grammatical correctness.



Additional Resources

Underline The Dependent Clause And Encircle The Independent Clause In The Sentence: "16. When
The Day Ends,"

Understanding the structure of sentences is fundamental to mastering effective communication in
English. Whether you're a student, a writer, or a professional, recognizing the different parts of a
sentence enhances clarity, precision, and comprehension. One of the common challenges faced by
language learners and even seasoned writers is differentiating between dependent and independent
clauses. In this article, we explore the instructional task: "Underline the dependent clause and
encircle the independent clause in the sentence '16. When the day ends,"" providing a comprehensive
guide on how to identify and distinguish these essential grammatical components.

The Significance of Recognizing Clauses in Sentence Structure

Before diving into the specific sentence at hand, it is crucial to understand why identifying dependent
and independent clauses matters. Clauses are the building blocks of sentences. An independent
clause can stand alone as a complete sentence because it expresses a complete thought. Conversely,
a dependent clause cannot stand alone; it relies on an independent clause to complete its meaning.

Why is this distinction important?

- Clarity and Precision: Properly identifying clauses ensures your sentences are clear and
unambiguous.

- Complex Sentence Construction: Understanding clauses allows writers to craft more sophisticated
sentences, enriching their writing style.

- Grammar Mastery: It helps avoid common grammatical errors such as sentence fragments or run-
ons.

Decoding the Sentence: "16. When the day ends,"

At first glance, "16. When the day ends," appears to be a fragment rather than a complete sentence.
The phrase begins with "When," which is a subordinating conjunction, indicating the presence of a
dependent clause. The task is to underline the dependent clause and encircle the independent clause
within this sentence.

Step 1: Identify the Subordinating Conjunction
In this case, the word "When" signals that what follows could be a dependent clause.

Step 2: Find the Complete Thought

Since the sentence is incomplete—ending with a comma—it suggests that this is a fragment or part of
a larger sentence. For instructional purposes, we treat it as a sentence fragment meant to be
analyzed or completed.

Understanding Dependent and Independent Clauses



What is a Dependent Clause?

A dependent clause has the following characteristics:

- Contains a subject and a verb.

- Cannot stand alone as a complete sentence.

- Begins with subordinating conjunctions such as "when," "because," "although," "if," "since,
etc.

while,"

Examples:

- When the day ends

- Because she was tired
- Although he tried

What is an Independent Clause?
An independent clause:

- Contains a subject and a verb.
- Expresses a complete thought.
- Can stand alone as a sentence.
Examples:

- The sun set.

- She went home.
- They enjoyed the evening.

Applying Clause Identification to the Sentence
Given the fragment: "When the day ends,"

- Dependent Clause: "When the day ends"
- Independent Clause: The main clause that completes the thought (which is missing here).

To illustrate, consider a complete sentence:

"When the day ends, we relax."

In this case:

- Dependent Clause: "When the day ends," (underline)
- Independent Clause: "we relax." (circle)

Visual Representation:

- Underline: When the day ends
- Encircle: we relax

How to Properly Underline and Encircle Clauses

Underlining the Dependent Clause



- Identify the clause beginning with the subordinating conjunction.
- Draw a line underneath the entire clause that begins with "when" and includes the verb.

Encircling the Independent Clause

- Find the part of the sentence that can stand alone as a complete thought.
- Draw a circle around this clause.

Practical Steps for Clause Identification

1. Read the sentence carefully.

2. Look for subordinating conjunctions (e.g., when, because, although).

3. Determine if the clause following the conjunction has a subject and a verb.
4. Check if the clause can stand alone.

- If not, it is dependent.

- If yes, it is independent.

5. Mark accordingly:

- Underline the dependent clause.

- Circle the independent clause.

The Context of the Sentence "16. When The Day Ends,"

In the context provided, the sentence appears as a fragment, perhaps part of a larger instruction or
literary excerpt. To fully analyze and practice, consider a complete sentence:

"When the day ends, the sky turns dark."
Applying the steps:

- Dependent Clause: "When the day ends," (underline)
- Independent Clause: "the sky turns dark." (circle)

This example demonstrates the proper marking of clauses and helps clarify their roles.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

- Confusing phrase fragments with clauses: Not every phrase starting with "when" or other
subordinators is a clause; it must contain both a subject and a verb.

- Overlooking the main clause: Always identify the standalone part that expresses a complete
thought.

- Misidentifying clauses in complex sentences: Break down long sentences into smaller parts to
analyze each clause.



Practice Exercises
To solidify understanding, here are some exercises:

1. Identify and underline the dependent clause, and encircle the independent clause in the following
sentences:

- "Although it was raining, we went for a walk."
- "Because she studied hard, she passed the exam."
- "When the clock strikes twelve, the party begins."

2. Create your own sentences using dependent and independent clauses, then practice marking
them.

The Broader Importance of Clause Recognition

Mastering the ability to distinguish between dependent and independent clauses is not just an
academic exercise. It has real-world applications, such as:

- Writing clear and compelling reports or essays.

- Speaking coherently and coherently structuring thoughts.
- Improving comprehension when reading complex texts.

- Editing and proofreading written work effectively.

Conclusion

The exercise of underlining dependent clauses and encircling independent clauses, exemplified by the
fragment "16. When the day ends," serves as a foundational skill in understanding sentence structure.
By recognizing subordinating conjunctions and analyzing the components of a sentence, writers and
learners can craft more nuanced and effective sentences. As you practice these techniques, you'll
develop a keener eye for grammatical precision, enabling clearer communication and a deeper
appreciation for the mechanics of language.

Remember, the key steps involve identifying subordinating conjunctions, analyzing whether the
clause has both a subject and a verb, and then determining if it can stand alone or needs to be
connected to a main idea. With consistent practice, underlining and encircling clauses will become
second nature, enriching your writing and comprehension skills.
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