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The tall, thin monuments constructed in Egypt during the New Kingdom period are among the most striking
architectural features of ancient Egyptian civilization. These structures, characterized by their slender,
elongated forms, served both symbolic and practical purposes, reflecting the cultural, religious, and political
significance of the era. Interestingly, the Washington Monument in the United States shares a visual similarity
with some of these Egyptian structures, which highlights the influence and timeless nature of monumental
architecture across cultures.

In this article, we will explore what these monuments are, their historical context, architectural features,
significance, and their connection to modern structures like the Washington Monument.

Understanding the New Kingdom of Egypt

Historical Background
The New Kingdom period (circa 1550-1070 BCE) marks a time of Egypt’s greatest territorial expansion,
wealth, and cultural development. It was characterized by powerful pharaohs such as Hatshepsut, Thutmose
III, Akhenaten, and Ramses II. This era saw the construction of some of Egypt’s most iconic monuments, including
grand temples, tombs, and statues.

Architectural Innovations
During the New Kingdom, Egyptian architecture evolved to include more elaborate and grandiose structures
designed to display the divine authority of the pharaohs. These constructions often incorporated massive
stone blocks, intricate carvings, and innovative design techniques that emphasized verticality and grandeur.

What Are These Tall, Thin Monuments?

Obelisks: The Classic Examples
The most recognizable tall, thin monuments built during the New Kingdom are obelisks. Obelisks are slender,
four-sided, tapering stone pillars with a pyramidion (small pyramid) at the top. They served as monumental
symbols of the sun god Ra and were erected in pairs at temple entrances.

Features of Obelisks
- Shape and Size: Usually made from a single piece of stone, obelisks can reach heights of over 30 meters (98
feet) and weigh hundreds of tons.
- Material: Primarily granite, chosen for its durability and polish.
- Hieroglyphic Inscriptions: Covered with inscriptions dedicated to gods and commemorating the deeds of the
pharaohs.



- Symbolism: Represented a petrified ray of the sun god Ra, serving as a conduit for divine energy.

Examples of Famous New Kingdom Obelisks
- The Obelisk of Hatshepsut: Erected at Karnak Temple, it exemplifies the grandeur of New Kingdom obelisks.
- The Obelisks of Thutmose I and Thutmose III: Located at Luxor and Karnak, these showcase the craftsmanship
and religious devotion of the period.
- The Later Obelisks in Rome: Many Egyptian obelisks were transported to Rome during the Roman Empire, further
emphasizing their importance.

The Connection to the Washington Monument

Design Similarities
The Washington Monument in Washington, D.C. (completed in 1884), bears a striking resemblance to Egyptian
obelisks. Both structures are tall, slender, tapering stone monuments with a pointed top. The design was
inspired by ancient Egyptian obelisks, which became symbols of power, eternity, and grandeur.

Historical Inspiration
- Egyptian Influence: The architects of the Washington Monument, Robert Mills, drew inspiration from Egyptian
obelisks, especially as Egypt’s monuments were known throughout the ancient world.
- Symbolic Meaning: Just as Egyptian obelisks symbolized divine power and the rays of the sun, the Washington
Monument symbolizes the ideals of American democracy and leadership.

Architectural Elements Shared
- Shape: Both are tall, narrow, tapering structures.
- Material: The Washington Monument is constructed from marble, granite, and limestone—materials reminiscent
of Egyptian stonework.
- Pyramidion: Although the Washington Monument does not have a pyramid-shaped cap, its pointed tip echoes
the pyramidion of Egyptian obelisks.

Other Tall, Thin Monuments in Egypt

Columnar Structures and Pylons
While obelisks are the most iconic, Egypt also built other tall, slender structures such as columns and
pylons, which served as gateways and monumental entrances.

Architectural Significance of Columns
- Types: Including lotus, papyrus, and palm columns, each with symbolic meanings.
- Design: Tall, slender columns often decorated with hieroglyphics and reliefs.



Significance of Tall, Thin Monuments in Egyptian Culture

Religious Significance
Obelisks and similar structures were primarily religious symbols. They represented the sun’s rays and served as
a connection between the divine and the mortal realm.

Political and Propaganda Uses
Erecting such monuments proclaimed the power, divine right, and achievements of the pharaohs, reinforcing their
authority and divine status.

Architectural and Artistic Achievements
These structures showcased the Egyptians' mastery of stone carving, engineering, and artistic expression,
which influenced architecture for centuries.

Preservation and Modern Recognition

Ancient Monuments Today
Many Egyptian obelisks have survived millennia and are now found in locations such as:
- Karnak Temple and Luxor Temple
- The Lateran Obelisk in Rome
- The Obelisk of Theodosius in Istanbul

Modern Replicas and Inspiration
The influence of Egyptian obelisks extends beyond Egypt, inspiring monuments worldwide, including the
Washington Monument. Their enduring symbolism and architectural elegance continue to captivate modern
architects and historians.

Conclusion

The tall, thin monuments built in Egypt during the New Kingdom, especially obelisks, are masterpieces of ancient
engineering and symbolism. Their striking verticality and religious significance made them iconic symbols of divine
power and eternal life. The influence of these structures extends into modern architecture, exemplified by the
Washington Monument in the United States, which echoes their form and symbolism.

Understanding these monuments provides insight into ancient Egyptian culture and its enduring legacy in world
architecture. Whether standing proudly in the temples of Luxor or towering in the heart of Washington, D.C.,
these structures remind us of humanity’s timeless desire to create symbols of power, faith, and continuity.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the tall, thin monuments built in Egypt during the New Kingdom
commonly called?

They are known as obelisks, which are tall, slender stone monuments with a tapered shape, often inscribed with
hieroglyphs.

How are New Kingdom Egyptian obelisks similar to the Washington
Monument?

Both are tall, slender, pointed monuments made to commemorate significant events or figures, and they share a
similar tapered shape and purpose of honoring history.

What was the primary purpose of erecting obelisks in New Kingdom Egypt?

Obelisks were erected to honor gods, pharaohs, and important events, serving as lasting monuments of divine
power and achievements.

Which famous Egyptian obelisk inspired the design of the Washington
Monument?

The obelisk of Hatshepsut at Karnak is often cited as an inspiration, reflecting the ancient Egyptian tradition
of tall, tapering monuments.

Where can some of the remaining New Kingdom obelisks be seen today?

Many are located in Egypt, such as at Luxor and Karnak, while others have been transported to cities like
Rome, London, and New York, including the Washington Monument.

What materials were used to build the obelisks during Egypt’s New Kingdom?

They were typically carved from single blocks of red or pink granite, often from quarries in Aswan.

Why are obelisks considered significant in both ancient Egyptian culture and
modern times?

They symbolize divine authority, endurance, and memory, and continue to inspire modern monument design,
exemplified by structures like the Washington Monument.

Are the obelisks built during Egypt's New Kingdom still standing today?

Many are still standing or have been relocated around the world, serving as historical landmarks and symbols
of ancient Egyptian engineering and artistry.

Additional Resources
What Are The Tall, Thin Monuments Built In Egypt During The New Kingdom? (Hint: The Washington Monument)

Throughout history, civilizations have expressed their grandeur, religious fervor, and political authority
through monumental architecture. Among these, the tall, thin monuments built in Egypt during the New Kingdom
period stand out as intriguing symbols of power and religious devotion. Interestingly, these ancient Egyptian
structures bear a striking resemblance to modern monuments like the Washington Monument, prompting
questions about their purpose, design, and cultural significance. In this article, we will explore what these



tall, slender monuments are, their historical context, architectural features, and how they compare to other
famous obelisks and modern memorials.

---

Understanding the New Kingdom Period and Its Architectural Innovations

The New Kingdom in Egypt: An Era of Empire and Monumental Architecture

The New Kingdom (circa 1550–1070 BCE) marks a period of prosperity, territorial expansion, and cultural
flourishing in ancient Egypt. It was characterized by powerful pharaohs, such as Hatshepsut, Thutmose III,
Akhenaten, and Ramses II, who commissioned impressive constructions to demonstrate their divine authority.
This era saw the development of various monumental structures — temples, tombs, statues, and obelisks —
many of which still awe visitors today.

Architectural Focus: Obelisks and Tall, Thin Monuments

Among the architectural innovations of this time, obelisks emerged as some of the most iconic symbols of
Egypt’s grandeur. These tall, slender stone pillars with a pointed top were primarily erected in temple complexes
and served both religious and political functions. While obelisks are perhaps the most famous, the New Kingdom
also produced other types of tall, thin monuments that shared similar characteristics.

---

What Are These Tall, Thin Monuments? An Overview

The Obelisks: Ancient Egyptian Tall, Thin Monuments

The most recognizable of these structures are the obelisk, a single piece of stone carved into a tapering, four-
sided shaft with a pyramid-shaped apex. These monuments were typically made of a single piece of granite or
sandstone, sometimes reaching heights of over 30 meters (100 feet). They symbolized the sun god Ra,
representing the sun’s rays and serving as a conduit between heaven and earth.

Other Tall, Thin Monuments of the New Kingdom

While obelisks are the quintessential tall, thin monuments, the New Kingdom also saw the construction of:

- Pylons: Massive gateway structures that flanked temple entrances, sometimes elongated and tapering.
- Shafts and Stelae: Tall, narrow stone slabs inscribed with hieroglyphic texts commemorating kings or
religious events.
- Relief Columns and Pillars: Tall, slender columns used within temples, often decorated with carvings.

However, when most people refer to "tall, thin monuments," the focus is often on obelisks due to their
distinctive shape and prominence.

---

Design and Architectural Features of New Kingdom Obelisks

Construction Materials and Techniques

- Stone Choice: Primarily granite (from Aswan quarries), prized for durability and symbolic connection to the
sun god.
- Carving: Skilled artisans chiseled the monoliths from a single piece of stone, using copper tools and abrasive
materials.
- Erection: Erecting these massive stones involved complex engineering, including ramps and counterweights.

Symbolism and Religious Significance



- Sun Worship: Obelisks represented the rays of the sun, connecting the pharaoh’s divine authority with the
solar deity Ra.
- Commemoration: They often bore inscriptions detailing the king’s achievements, divine favor, and dedication to
gods.
- Imperial Power: The sheer size and prominence of obelisks served as physical manifestations of the pharaoh’s
might.

Typical Dimensions

- Height: Ranged from around 20 to 30 meters (65 to 100 feet).
- Weight: Several hundred tons, with some weighing over 1,000 tons.
- Base: Usually square or rectangular, tapering smoothly to the apex.

---

Notable Examples of New Kingdom Obelisks

| Name | Location | Height | Significance |
|---------|--------------|---------|--------------|
| Obelisk of Hatshepsut | Karnak Temple | 29 meters (95 feet) | Erected by Queen Hatshepsut, symbolizing her
divine authority |
| Ramses II Obelisks | Luxor Temple | 21 meters (69 feet) each | Commemorate Ramses II’s reign and divine favor |
| The Obelisk of Thutmose I | Karnak Temple | 21 meters (69 feet) | One of the earliest surviving New Kingdom
obelisks |

Many of these obelisks still stand today, either in Egypt or transported to Western cities as monuments.

---

The Washington Monument: A Modern Parallel

A Brief Overview

The Washington Monument, located in Washington D.C., is a towering obelisk built in the 19th century to
honor George Washington, the United States’ founding father. It stands about 169 meters (555 feet) tall,
making it the tallest stone structure and obelisk in the world. Like ancient Egyptian obelisks, it features a
simple, tapering shaft culminating in a pyramid-shaped capstone.

Similarities to Egyptian Monuments

- Shape: Both are tall, slender, tapering structures with a pyramid or capstone at the top.
- Symbolism: The Washington Monument symbolizes national pride, leadership, and remembrance—paralleling the
religious and political symbolism of Egyptian obelisks.
- Construction Material: Made primarily of marble, granite, and limestone.

Differences

- Purpose: Egyptian obelisks were religious and political symbols, whereas the Washington Monument is a
memorial.
- Design: The Washington Monument is more uniform and lacks inscriptions or hieroglyphs.
- Construction Techniques: Modern engineering allowed for taller and more precise construction.

---

Cultural and Historical Significance of Tall, Thin Monuments

In Ancient Egypt

- Religious Dedication: Obelisks served as offerings to gods, especially Ra.



- Political Propaganda: Demonstrated the pharaoh’s divine right and achievements.
- Architectural Innovation: Showcased advanced engineering skills and artistic craftsmanship.

In the Modern World

- Memorialization: Monuments like the Washington Monument honor national figures and ideals.
- Architectural Symbolism: Tall, slender structures evoke aspiration, endurance, and reverence.
- Cultural Identity: Serve as landmarks and symbols of collective memory.

---

The Legacy of Tall, Thin Monuments in Egypt and Beyond

Preservation and Modern Influence

Many Egyptian obelisks have been transported worldwide, such as:

- Cleopatra’s Needle (London and New York)
- The Obelisk of Theodosius (Istanbul)

Their design influenced later memorial architecture, inspiring structures like the Washington Monument.

Continuing Symbolism

Today, tall, thin monuments continue to symbolize:

- Power and authority
- Remembrance and tribute
- Architectural innovation and artistic achievement

---

Conclusion

The tall, thin monuments built in Egypt during the New Kingdom, especially obelisks, stand as enduring symbols
of divine authority, religious devotion, and political power. Their striking design—single, tapered stones
reaching for the sky—echoes through history, inspiring modern memorials like the Washington Monument. These
structures exemplify humanity’s desire to create lasting symbols that transcend time, embodying ideals of
strength, reverence, and aspiration. Whether in the form of ancient Egyptian obelisks or contemporary obelisk-
shaped memorials, these monuments continue to serve as powerful icons of cultural identity and architectural
achievement.

---

In summary, the tall, thin monuments of Egypt, primarily obelisks, are not just architectural feats but
profound symbols of their civilization’s religious and political ethos. Their influence persists today, reminding
us of our enduring fascination with structures that reach toward the heavens, embodying human ambition and
reverence across millennia.
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