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The first hundred days of Franklin D. Roosevelt’s presidency marked an unprecedented period of

legislative activity aimed at combating the devastating effects of the Great Depression. During this

initial phase, the federal government launched a series of bold programs and reforms collectively

known as the New Deal. These initiatives sought to provide immediate relief to suffering Americans,

promote economic recovery, and implement reforms to prevent future depressions. In this article, we

will explore the major New Deal programs created during those first hundred days, highlighting their

objectives and impacts, as well as identify some of the key figures behind these historic efforts.

Understanding the Context of the First Hundred Days

Before delving into specific programs, it’s essential to understand the backdrop against which these

initiatives were launched. The Great Depression, triggered by the stock market crash of 1929, led to

widespread unemployment, bank failures, and economic despair. Roosevelt’s election in 1932 brought

hope for change, and his first hundred days in office became a symbol of decisive action to address

the crisis.

During this period, Congress passed an extraordinary number of laws—over 15 major pieces of

legislation—aimed at stabilizing the economy, providing relief, and reforming financial systems. These

programs laid the foundation for the New Deal’s long-term policies and had lasting impacts on

American society.



Major New Deal Programs Created in the First Hundred Days

The Emergency Banking Act

Objective: Stabilize the banking system and restore public confidence.

Details:

- Passed on March 9, 1933, shortly after Roosevelt’s inauguration.

- Allowed the government to inspect and close insolvent banks.

- Provided federal assistance to healthy banks to prevent bank runs.

- Led to the reopening of solvent banks, bolstering trust in the financial system.

The Federal Emergency Relief Administration (FERA)

Objective: Provide direct relief to unemployed and impoverished Americans.

Details:

- Established on May 12, 1933.

- Distributed federal funds to state and local agencies.

- Offered food, shelter, and unemployment aid.

The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC)

Objective: Address unemployment among young men and promote conservation efforts.

Details:

- Created on March 31, 1933.

- Enrolled young men in conservation projects like planting trees, building parks, and preventing soil

erosion.

- Provided jobs, income, and skills training.



The Agricultural Adjustment Act (AAA)

Objective: Aid struggling farmers and stabilize agricultural prices.

Details:

- Enacted on May 12, 1933.

- Paid farmers to reduce crop production, aiming to raise commodity prices.

- Addressed overproduction and falling prices.

The National Industrial Recovery Act (NIRA)

Objective: Stimulate industrial growth and improve labor conditions.

Details:

- Signed into law on June 16, 1933.

- Created the National Recovery Administration (NRA).

- Established codes of fair competition, minimum wages, and maximum work hours.

- Promoted industrial recovery and worker rights.

The Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA)

Objective: Develop the Tennessee River Valley for flood control, electricity generation, and economic

development.

Details:

- Created on May 18, 1933.

- Built dams and power plants.

- Promoted regional development and provided affordable electricity.



The Securities Act and the Glass-Steagall Act

Objective: Reform financial markets and prevent future crashes.

Details:

- Securities Act (1933): Required transparency in securities offerings.

- Glass-Steagall Act (1933): Separated commercial and investment banking activities.

- Established the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) to insure bank deposits.

Key Figures Behind the First Hundred Days Programs

Franklin D. Roosevelt

As the 32nd President of the United States, Roosevelt was the driving force behind the New Deal. His

leadership, charisma, and willingness to experiment with innovative policies were crucial in shaping the

initial wave of programs. Roosevelt’s fireside chats helped build public confidence in the government’s

efforts.

Henry Morgenthau Jr.

Roosevelt’s Treasury Secretary, Morgenthau played a significant role in managing economic policy

and financial reforms during this period.

Floyd B. Olsen and Harold Ickes

- Floyd B. Olsen: Governor of Minnesota and supporter of progressive reforms.

- Harold Ickes: Secretary of the Interior and chief architect of the TVA, instrumental in regional

development and conservation efforts.



National Recovery Administration (NRA) Leaders

Led by Hugh S. Johnson, the NRA was pivotal in establishing fair labor standards and industrial codes.

Other Notable Figures

- Louis Brandeis: Supreme Court Justice who advocated for regulatory reforms.

- Cordell Hull: Secretary of State, involved in economic diplomacy and recovery efforts.

Impact and Legacy of the First Hundred Days Programs

The programs launched during Roosevelt's first hundred days fundamentally reshaped American

economic policy and government intervention. They provided immediate relief, stabilized the banking

system, and laid the groundwork for long-term reforms. Many initiatives, such as the FDIC and SEC

(Securities and Exchange Commission), remain vital parts of the financial system today.

While some programs faced criticism and legal challenges, the overall response marked a bold shift

towards a more active federal government. The success of these efforts fostered a sense of hope and

demonstrated the potential for government action to address economic crises.

Conclusion

The first hundred days of Franklin D. Roosevelt’s presidency were a remarkable period of legislative

innovation. Major programs like the Emergency Banking Act, FERA, CCC, AAA, NIRA, TVA, and

financial reforms like the Glass-Steagall Act set the stage for recovery and reform. Key figures such as

Roosevelt himself, Harold Ickes, Hugh Johnson, and others played vital roles in shaping these

initiatives. Their collective efforts not only alleviated immediate suffering but also transformed the role

of the federal government in American economic life, leaving a legacy that continues to influence

policy today.



Understanding these programs and their architects provides insight into how the U.S. responded to

one of its most challenging periods and underscores the importance of bold leadership and innovative

policymaking in times of crisis.

Frequently Asked Questions

What major New Deal programs were created in the first hundred days

of Franklin D. Roosevelt's presidency?

During the first hundred days, key programs included the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), the

Agricultural Adjustment Act (AAA), the National Industrial Recovery Act (NIRA), the Federal Emergency

Relief Administration (FERA), and the Public Works Administration (PWA). These initiatives aimed to

provide relief, stimulate economic recovery, and reform the financial system.

Who were some of FDR's key advisors and policymakers during the

early New Deal period?

Prominent figures included Secretary of Labor Frances Perkins, who was the first female cabinet

member; Secretary of the Interior Harold L. Ickes; Treasury Secretary Henry Morgenthau Jr.; and Vice

President John Nance Garner. These individuals played significant roles in shaping and implementing

New Deal policies.

What was the purpose of the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), one

of the first New Deal programs?

The CCC aimed to provide employment for young men during the Great Depression by involving them

in conservation and development projects such as planting trees, building flood barriers, and

maintaining national parks, thereby promoting environmental conservation and economic relief.



How did the Agricultural Adjustment Act (AAA) contribute to the New

Deal's goals?

The AAA sought to raise agricultural prices by reducing crop production through government payments

to farmers. This helped stabilize farm income, reduce surpluses, and address the economic hardship

faced by farmers during the Depression.

What role did the Public Works Administration (PWA) play in the first

hundred days of FDR’s presidency?

The PWA funded large-scale infrastructure projects such as bridges, dams, and schools to create jobs

and stimulate economic growth, helping to modernize the nation's infrastructure and provide immediate

relief to unemployed workers.

Who was Franklin D. Roosevelt, and what was his significance in

American history?

Franklin D. Roosevelt was the 32nd President of the United States, serving from 1933 to 1945. He is

renowned for leading the country through the Great Depression with his New Deal programs and for

his leadership during World War II, significantly shaping modern American policy and government.

Additional Resources

Major New Deal Programs Created in the First Hundred Days and Key Figures of FDR

The First Hundred Days of Franklin D. Roosevelt’s presidency marked a pivotal period in American

history, characterized by an unprecedented legislative effort to combat the devastating effects of the

Great Depression. During this initial phase, FDR and his administration launched a series of bold

programs aimed at stabilizing the economy, providing relief to millions of Americans, and laying the

groundwork for long-term recovery. These early initiatives collectively became known as the New Deal,



a comprehensive set of policies that transformed the federal government's role in economic and social

life. Understanding the major programs introduced during this period, as well as the key figures behind

them, offers valuable insights into how the U.S. navigated one of its most challenging eras.

---

Major New Deal Programs Created in the First Hundred Days

The first hundred days of Roosevelt’s presidency saw the rapid passage of numerous laws and

programs designed to address the immediate crises of unemployment, banking failures, agricultural

distress, and industrial collapse. Some of the most significant programs included the Emergency

Banking Act, the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), the Agricultural Adjustment Act (AAA), and the

National Industrial Recovery Act (NIRA). These initiatives aimed to stimulate economic activity, restore

confidence, and provide direct relief.

Emergency Banking Act

Overview:

Passed on March 9, 1933, just days after Roosevelt’s inauguration, the Emergency Banking Act was a

swift response to the widespread bank failures that had shaken public confidence. It authorized the

federal government to inspect and close insolvent banks and provided for the reopening of sound

banks under federal supervision.

Features and Impact:

- Restored trust in the banking system by ensuring only financially stable banks reopened.

- Led to the establishment of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) in 1933, which insured

bank deposits up to a certain amount, preventing bank runs.

- Pros: Instilled confidence in the banking system, stabilized financial markets, and prevented further

collapses.



- Cons: Some critics argued it gave too much power to the federal government over private banks, and

it temporarily limited banking competition.

Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC)

Overview:

Established on March 31, 1933, the CCC was a public work relief program that employed young men

in environmental conservation projects across the United States. It aimed to provide jobs, improve

natural resources, and foster national unity.

Features and Impact:

- Enlisted over 3 million young men during its existence.

- Focused on projects like reforestation, park development, flood control, and erosion prevention.

- Provided participants with food, shelter, and a small stipend, often sent home to families.

- Pros: Reduced unemployment among youth, contributed significantly to environmental conservation,

and promoted discipline and teamwork.

- Cons: Limited to young men (initially), and some criticized the program’s militaristic discipline and

segregation policies.

Agricultural Adjustment Act (AAA)

Overview:

Passed in May 1933, the AAA sought to boost agricultural prices by reducing crop surpluses. Farmers

were paid to leave portions of their land unplanted, aiming to decrease production and raise prices.

Features and Impact:

- Paid farmers subsidies in exchange for limiting crop production.

- Led to significant reductions in cotton, wheat, corn, and other crop outputs.

- Helped stabilize farm income and reduce agricultural distress.



- Pros: Increased farmers’ income and helped stabilize rural economies.

- Cons: Led to the destruction of crops and livestock during a time of widespread hunger; benefited

larger landowners more than small farmers; contributed to environmental issues like soil erosion.

National Industrial Recovery Act (NIRA)

Overview:

Enacted on June 16, 1933, the NIRA aimed to stimulate industrial recovery and improve labor

conditions. It authorized the President to establish codes of fair competition, set minimum wages, and

allow workers to organize.

Features and Impact:

- Created the National Recovery Administration (NRA) to oversee compliance with industry codes.

- Promoted fair wages, maximum hours, and union rights.

- Attempted to stabilize prices and prevent destructive competition.

- Pros: Encouraged collective bargaining and improved working conditions for many workers.

- Cons: Industry codes were often complex and burdensome; the NRA was declared unconstitutional in

1935, limiting its long-term effectiveness.

---

Key Figures of FDR and Their Roles

While Roosevelt was undoubtedly the central figure in the New Deal, several other individuals played

crucial roles in shaping and implementing these programs. Their leadership, expertise, and political

acumen helped steer the nation through turbulent times.



Franklin D. Roosevelt

Role:

As the 32nd President of the United States, FDR’s leadership was instrumental in designing and

promoting the New Deal policies. His fireside chats helped communicate with the American public,

fostering trust and support.

Contributions:

- Articulated a vision of active government intervention to combat economic decline.

- Prioritized relief, recovery, and reform.

- Demonstrated political skill in navigating Congress and rallying public opinion.

Henry Morgenthau Jr.

Role:

Treasury Secretary (1934–1945), Morgenthau was a key architect of economic policy, advocating for

fiscal measures to stimulate growth.

Contributions:

- Worked on financial reforms and budgets that supported New Deal initiatives.

- Supported agricultural and labor reforms.

- His pragmatic approach helped shape the economic landscape of the New Deal.

Harold L. Ickes

Role:

Secretary of the Interior and Administrator of the Public Works Administration (PWA).



Contributions:

- Oversaw large-scale public works projects that provided jobs and improved infrastructure.

- Advocated for conservation and environmental projects.

Francis Perkins

Role:

First female Cabinet member, Secretary of Labor.

Contributions:

- Championed workers’ rights, fair labor standards, and social security legislation.

- Played a significant role in establishing labor protections within the New Deal.

Louis Brandeis and Other Influential Advisors

- Provided legal and economic advice, shaping policies to balance regulation with free enterprise.

---

Conclusion: The Legacy of the First Hundred Days and the Key

Figures Behind It

The first hundred days of Franklin D. Roosevelt’s presidency stand as a testament to the

transformative power of bold leadership and comprehensive policy-making in times of crisis. The

programs initiated during this period—such as the Emergency Banking Act, CCC, AAA, and NIRA—laid

the foundation for modern American social safety nets, regulatory frameworks, and environmental

conservation efforts. While each program had its strengths and limitations, collectively they signaled a



profound shift toward greater federal involvement in economic and social life.

The success of these initiatives was made possible by a team of dedicated and visionary leaders.

Roosevelt’s political acumen, combined with the expertise of key figures like Henry Morgenthau Jr.,

Harold Ickes, and Frances Perkins, ensured that the New Deal was both ambitious and pragmatic.

Their collective efforts not only helped stabilize the nation during its darkest hours but also set the

stage for future reforms and economic resilience.

In retrospect, the First Hundred Days exemplify how decisive action, innovative policy, and strong

leadership can mobilize a nation faced with unprecedented challenges. The legacy of these programs

and the leaders behind them continues to influence American governance and social policy to this day,

underscoring the enduring importance of proactive government in shaping a better future.
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