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The visit of human farmers to Animal Farm marks a pivotal moment in George Orwell's allegorical
novella. This event not only symbolizes the ongoing struggle between humans and animals but also
explores the deeper themes of power, control, and the potential outcomes of human interference in
the animals’ self-governance. The farmers’ visit triggers a range of reactions among the animals and
highlights the fears that the farmers harbor regarding the future of the farm. In this article, we will
analyze two primary concerns that the farmers have following their visit to Animal Farm, focusing on
how these fears influence their subsequent actions and the overall trajectory of the farm's destiny.

Understanding the Context of the Farmers’ Visit

Before delving into the specific fears of the farmers, it is essential to understand the context of their
visit. The farmers, Mr. Jones, and other neighboring landowners, represent the human class that
traditionally exploited the farm’s resources and oppressed the animals. Their visit occurs during a
period of apparent stability on Animal Farm, which has undergone significant transformation since the
rebellion.

The visit is prompted by the farmers’ suspicion that the animals might have developed a form of self-
governance that challenges their own authority. It is also a test of whether the animals have
maintained their revolutionary ideals or have succumbed to corruption and tyranny, similar to human
rule. The farmers’ fears are rooted in their concern over losing control and the economic dominance
they once held over the farm.

Option 1: The Farmers Fear That Their Control Over
The Farm Will Be Lost

Loss of Power and Influence

One of the primary concerns of the farmers following their inspection is the potential loss of control
over Animal Farm. Historically, the farmers relied on their ownership of the land and their proximity to
the farm to exert authority over the animals and dictate economic terms.



- Rejection of Human Authority: The animals’ rebellion and subsequent management of the farm
threaten the farmers’ dominance. The animals’ experiments with self-governance challenge the
traditional hierarchy, making the farmers uneasy about their diminished influence.

- Shift in Power Dynamics: The farm’s transformation into a collective owned and operated by the
animals represents a significant shift. The farmers fear that if the animals succeed, it could inspire
other oppressed groups or workers elsewhere to challenge human authority, undermining the existing
social order.

- Economic Implications: The farmers are also worried about the economic repercussions. If the
animals manage the farm efficiently and produce surplus products, the farmers might lose lucrative
opportunities, such as rent or sharecropping arrangements.

Implications of Losing Control

The fear of losing control manifests in various behaviors and policies by the farmers. They may:

- Attempt to sabotage the farm’s operations.
- Try to foster dissent among the animals.
- Seek outside help or alliances to reassert their dominance.

This fear ultimately drives the farmers to scrutinize the farm'’s internal affairs closely, looking for signs
of betrayal or failure that could justify intervention or reassert their authority.

Option 2: The Farmers Fear That The Revolution Will
Spread To Other Farms or Even The Human Society

Spread of Revolutionary Ideals

Another significant fear among the farmers is that the success of Animal Farm could serve as a
beacon for other oppressed groups or farms. The animals’ rebellion embodies the broader
revolutionary spirit against tyranny and exploitation, which the farmers dread might inspire similar
uprisings.

- Encouragement for Other Animals: The farmers worry that news of the animals’ successful rebellion
could embolden other oppressed animals or workers in nearby farms to follow suit.

- Threat to the Status Quo: The revolution on Animal Farm symbolizes a challenge to the existing
social and economic order based on human dominance. If it spreads, it could destabilize the entire

system of landownership and class hierarchy.

- Fear of Anarchy and Chaos: The farmers associate revolutions with chaos and disorder. They fear



that if the revolution’s ideals spread beyond Animal Farm, it could lead to widespread upheaval,
undermining social stability and economic productivity.

Potential for Political and Social Change

The farmers’ fears about the revolution spreading are rooted in the discomfort with change and the
threat to their privileges. Such fears may lead them to:

- Engage in counter-revolutionary activities.

- Form alliances with other landowners or political figures to suppress revolutionary ideas.

- Propagate propaganda to discredit the animals’ governance and prevent the spread of revolutionary
ideals.

Impact of the Farmers’ Fears on the Future of Animal
Farm

The fears expressed by the farmers after their visit significantly influence the trajectory of Animal
Farm’s development. These concerns shape the actions of both the farmers and the animals, leading
to key events that determine the farm’s fate.

Reinforcement of Oppressive Measures

In response to their fears, the farmers, along with some of the human characters, may take
oppressive measures to maintain their dominance. This includes:

- Reinstating or reinforcing policies that suppress dissent.
- Using propaganda to portray the animals’ governance as chaotic or untrustworthy.
- Attempting to sabotage or undermine the farm from within.

Consolidation of Power by the Animals

On the other hand, the fears of the farmers serve as a catalyst for the animals to strengthen their
unity and resolve. Leaders like Napoleon and Snowball may:

- Increase surveillance and control measures.
- Justify their own authority as necessary to prevent chaos.
- Use fear of external threats to justify internal repression.

This dynamic underscores the complex interplay between fear and power, illustrating how external
threats can justify authoritarian rule.



Conclusion

The visit of human farmers to Animal Farm acts as a catalyst for revealing crucial fears that underpin
their actions and attitudes toward the farm’s revolutionary experiment. The two primary fears—losing
control over the farm and the potential spread of revolutionary ideals—both serve to justify various
political strategies and responses. While the farmers’ fears reflect their insecurity and desire to
maintain their privileges, they also highlight the broader themes of power, control, and the dangers of
revolution that Orwell explores in his allegory. Understanding these fears provides insight into the
complex dynamics of rebellion, authority, and the cyclical nature of oppression and resistance.
Ultimately, Orwell demonstrates that fears, whether justified or unfounded, often shape the course of
history and the fate of societies engaged in revolutionary change.

Frequently Asked Questions

What results from the human farmers' visit to Animal Farm?

The farmers' visit leads to increased suspicion among the animals and heightened tensions on the
farm.

Select two options: The farmers fear that their...

1. Control over the farm will be lost.
2. Authority and influence are diminishing due to the animals' uprising.

How does the farmers' visit impact the animals' perception of
the humans?

It reinforces the animals' distrust of humans and their belief that humans are their enemies.

What changes occur on Animal Farm after the farmers' visit?

There is an increase in paranoia among the animals and stricter measures to prevent human
interference.

Why do the farmers fear losing control after visiting Animal
Farm?

Because the visit exposes the farm's independence and the animals' growing confidence, threatening
human authority.



Select two options: The farmers fear that their...

1. Economic dominance over the farm will be challenged.
2. Ability to manipulate the farm's operations is compromised.

What is the significance of the farmers' visit in the story?

It marks a turning point where the animals become more aware of their strength and the threat of
external interference.

How do the farmers' fears influence their actions towards
Animal Farm?

Their fears lead them to plot ways to regain control, including spying and sabotaging the farm.

What do the farmers' fears reveal about their attitude
towards the animals' rebellion?

They reveal a deep-seated fear of losing their economic and social dominance.

In what way does the farmers' visit serve as a catalyst for
future conflicts?

It heightens the animals' resolve to maintain their independence and prompts the farmers to take
aggressive measures.

Additional Resources
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The visit of human farmers to Animal Farm marks a pivotal moment in George Orwell’s allegorical
novella, symbolizing the fragile balance of power, the potential for betrayal, and the deep-seated
fears that underpin human and animal relations within the narrative. This event is not merely a
routine inspection; it embodies the complex dynamics of control, trust, and the looming threat of
exploitation, which resonate throughout the story. As the farmers set foot on the farm, their presence
sparks a series of reactions and consequences that reveal much about their fears and intentions.
Among these, two dominant concerns stand out: the fear of losing control over the animals and the
anxiety about the potential exposure of their own vulnerabilities.

This article explores these two critical options—what results from the human farmers' visit, focusing

on the profound implications of their fears—and examines how these fears influence their actions and
the broader trajectory of Animal Farm’s political landscape.

The Farmers’ Fear of Losing Control Over the Animals



The Context of Power Dynamics on Animal Farm

At the core of the farmers' fears lies the fundamental concern about maintaining dominance over the
animals. Since the rebellion, the animals have taken control of the farm, establishing a new order
based on equality and collective effort. However, the human farmers—who once owned and exploited
the animals—view this new arrangement as a threat to their economic interests and social authority.

The farmers’ visit underscores their anxiety that the animals, now empowered and organized under
the principles of Animalism, might seek to emulate the humans’ exploitative practices or, worse,
overthrow their own owners entirely. The fear is rooted in the history of oppression; the farmers have
long relied on the animals’ labor and obedience, and the possibility of losing this control threatens
their livelihoods.

The Threat of Rebellion and the Spread of Ideas

One of the primary concerns is that the animals’ newfound consciousness and unity could inspire
rebellion beyond the farm’s boundaries. The human farmers worry that the ideas of equality,
liberation, and self-governance could spark unrest among other farms or even among humans
themselves. This fear is compounded by the fact that the animals on Animal Farm are increasingly
demonstrating their capacity for strategic planning and collective action.

Throughout the story, Orwell depicts how the farmers’ fears are fueled by the animals’ growing
intelligence and resolve. For instance, the pigs’ leadership and the dissemination of Animalist ideals
threaten the traditional hierarchical order. The farmers’ visit thus becomes a moment of
apprehension—they are not just inspecting the farm but assessing the extent of the animals'
independence and potential for future upheaval.

Consequences of the Farmers’ Fear
The farmers’ fears lead to several critical actions and consequences:

- Increased Surveillance: The farmers may tighten their control measures, attempting to monitor the
animals more closely to prevent any signs of dissent.

- Manipulation and Deception: They might resort to propaganda or covert tactics to undermine the
animals’ unity or sow discord among them.

- Interventions or Rebellion: In extreme cases, the farmers could attempt a direct intervention to
retake control, risking open conflict with the animals.

This underlying fear creates a tense atmosphere on the farm, with the animals sensing the unease
and the farmers’ covert efforts to maintain dominance. Orwell illustrates how the fear of losing control

is a powerful motivator that sustains the oppressive status quo, even as the animals grow more self-
aware and assertive.

The Farmers’ Anxiety About Exposure of Their Vulnerabilities
The Fear of Their Own Weaknesses and Failures

Beyond control over the animals, another significant concern for the farmers is the fear of having their
weaknesses exposed. Historically, the farmers have relied on their economic strength and political



influence to oppress the animals. However, their visit to Animal Farm reveals cracks in their
facade—evidence of their vulnerabilities that could be exploited.

The farmers fear that their own failures—such as mismanagement, greed, or corruption—may become
evident during their inspection or through the animals’ observations. For example, the farmers’ visits
often involve inspecting the farm’s work, the health of the animals, and the overall productivity. Any
discrepancies or signs of neglect could be interpreted as proof of their incompetence or dishonesty.

The Risk of a Power Shift

This vulnerability is intertwined with the broader fear of a power shift. If the animals realize that their
former oppressors are weak or corrupt, they might be motivated to seek further change or even
overthrow the humans’ authority altogether. Orwell suggests that the farmers’ fears of exposure are
not just about individual shortcomings but about the potential for a fundamental upheaval of the
social order they have long controlled.

The farmers’ anxiety is exacerbated by the fact that the animals are becoming more articulate and
aware of their own exploitation. The pigs’ leadership, in particular, has cultivated a sense of
consciousness among the animals, making them more critical of their rulers. The farmers worry that
their own flaws will become apparent—such as their greed and hypocrisy—which could undermine the
justification for their dominance.

How These Fears Shape Their Actions
The farmers’ fears about exposure influence their behaviors in several ways:

- Cover-Ups and Deception: They may attempt to hide evidence of neglect or mismanagement during
their visits, presenting a facade of prosperity and order.

- Intimidation Tactics: The farmers might employ intimidation to discourage the animals from
questioning their authority or uncovering uncomfortable truths.

- Retaliation and Suppression: If they suspect that their vulnerabilities have been exposed or could be
exposed, they may resort to punitive measures against the animals or revolutionary leaders like
Napoleon or Snowball.

Orwell emphasizes that such fears often lead to a cycle of repression and deception, which ultimately
fuels the animals’ distrust and dissatisfaction. The farmers’ inability to confront their own
vulnerabilities openly and honestly perpetuates the cycle of oppression and rebellion.

Broader Implications of the Farmers’ Fears

The fears of the human farmers—over control and exposure—are emblematic of broader themes in
Orwell’s novella. They reflect the perpetual struggle for power, the fragility of authority, and the
destructive impact of corruption and greed. The farmers’ anxieties serve as a mirror to the corrupt
leadership among the animals, especially the pigs who increasingly resemble their human
predecessors.

Throughout the story, Orwell demonstrates that fear—whether of losing control or being
exposed—can lead to destructive behaviors that undermine the very stability that the farmers seek to
preserve. Their fears contribute to the moral decline of the farm, culminating in a dystopian reality



where humans and animals alike are ensnared in cycles of oppression, betrayal, and resistance.

Conclusion

The visit of the human farmers to Animal Farm is a watershed moment that encapsulates the complex
interplay of fear, power, and vulnerability. Their primary concern—losing control over the
animals—drives a series of actions aimed at consolidating dominance but also fuels paranoia and
repression. Simultaneously, their fear of exposing their own weaknesses highlights the fragility of
their authority and the risk of revolutionary change.

Orwell’'s portrayal of these fears underscores a timeless truth: that power built on repression and
deception is inherently unstable. The farmers’ fears, whether of rebellion or exposure, ultimately
contribute to the downfall of their own regime, illustrating the destructive nature of greed, corruption,
and fear-driven governance. In the end, the story warns that such fears, if left unchecked, can lead to
a cycle of oppression that impoverishes both the oppressors and the oppressed—a lesson as relevant
today as it is within the allegorical confines of Animal Farm.
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