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The phrase "When Aylmer Takes A Picture Of His Wife, Georgiana Is Frightened By...How Beautiful She
Looks How Updated" encapsulates a complex interplay of beauty, transformation, and psychological
tension within Nathaniel Hawthorne's short story "The Birthmark." At the core of the narrative lies
Georgiana's innate beauty, which Aylmer, her scientist husband, perceives as imperfect due to a
small birthmark on her cheek. His obsession with perfection and scientific progress leads to a series of
tragic events that culminate in Georgiana's apprehension and fear—not merely of her husband's
experiments but of her own reflection and the evolving perception of her identity. This article explores
the layered themes embedded in this phrase, analyzing how Aylmer’s scientific gaze transforms
Georgiana’s image, how her reaction reveals her internal conflict, and what the story suggests about
the nature of beauty, scientific ambition, and self-perception.

Understanding the Context: The Story of Georgiana
and Aylmer

The Central Characters and Their Dynamic

- Georgiana: A woman of exceptional beauty, whose face captivates those around her, yet bears a
small, seemingly insignificant birthmark.
- Aylmer: A scientist driven by a desire to perfect nature, obsessed with eliminating imperfections,
which he considers flaws.

Plot Overview

The story narrates Georgiana's willingness to undergo an experimental procedure to remove her
birthmark, which Aylmer believes mars her beauty. Her apprehension grows as her husband's
obsession intensifies, leading to tragic consequences that reflect the conflict between natural beauty
and artificial perfection.



How Aylmer’s Scientific Gaze Transforms Georgiana’s
Image

The Role of Science and the Desire for Perfection

Aylmer’s scientific curiosity and pursuit of perfection lead him to view Georgiana’s beauty through a
lens of imperfection. His obsession with removing the birthmark symbolizes a broader human desire
to control and perfect nature, often with destructive results.

The Power of Photography and Modern Visual Representation

Although the story predates photography, the phrase “takes a picture” metaphorically resonates with
the act of capturing an image—be it through camera or perception. In a modern context, photography
symbolizes the way images are curated, edited, and interpreted, often influencing self-perception and
societal standards of beauty.

The Impact on Georgiana’s Self-Image

When Aylmer "takes a picture"—or, metaphorically, observes and judges her—Georgiana perceives
her reflection differently. Her beauty, once natural and radiant, becomes subject to scientific scrutiny,
leading her to fear how her image is being transformed or updated under her husband's obsession.

Georgiana’s Reaction: Frightened by Her Own
Reflection

The Psychological Impact of Aylmer’s Obsession

- Georgiana’s initial willingness to undergo the experiment stems from her love and trust in Aylmer.
- As the process progresses, she begins to sense the dangerous obsession and the potential loss of
her natural self.
- Her fear manifests as a reaction to her changing reflection, which now appears increasingly
unnatural and alarming.

The Symbolism of Fear in the Narrative

- Her fright symbolizes the broader human anxiety about losing authenticity and natural beauty in
pursuit of perfection.



- It also reflects the fear of scientific overreach and the destructive potential of hubris.

The Role of Visual Representation

- The act of “seeing” oneself, especially through a transformed or “updated” image, can evoke fear
and insecurity.
- Georgiana’s reaction demonstrates the psychological toll of perceiving oneself as imperfect, even
when others see beauty.

The Theme of Beauty: Natural vs. Artificial

The Value of Natural Beauty

- Hawthorne emphasizes that genuine beauty encompasses imperfections, which humanize and
individualize a person.
- Georgiana’s birthmark is portrayed as a symbol of her uniqueness, not a flaw.

The Illusion of Perfected Beauty

- Aylmer’s obsession with removing the birthmark reflects societal and scientific pursuits of
unattainable perfection.
- The story critiques this pursuit, illustrating how artificial ideals can distort true beauty and identity.

How Modern Perspectives Update the Theme

In contemporary society, the concepts of beauty and self-perception are heavily influenced by media,
technology, and cosmetic procedures, making the story’s themes highly relevant.

- Social media influence: Platforms often promote edited images, creating unrealistic standards.
- Cosmetic surgery: The desire to “update” oneself mirrors Aylmer’s scientific intervention, raising
questions about authenticity and self-acceptance.
- Psychological effects: Increased pressure to conform to beauty standards can lead to anxiety and
fear of aging or imperfection.

How Updated Is the Story? Modern Parallels and
Reinterpretations



The Evolution of Beauty Standards

- The story’s critique of superficial beauty aligns with today’s emphasis on cosmetic enhancements
and filters.
- The concept of “how beautiful she looks how updated” mirrors the modern obsession with staying
current and “perfect” through technology.

The Role of Technology in Self-Perception

- Advances in photography, filters, and editing tools allow individuals to craft an idealized image of
themselves.
- This creates a new form of fear—fear of losing authenticity or becoming disconnected from one’s
true self.

Reinterpreting Georgiana’s Fear in the Modern Age

- Today, women and men alike may fear the loss of natural beauty or the pressure to constantly
update their appearance.
- The story serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of pursuing artificial perfection at the
expense of authentic self-identity.

Conclusion: The Enduring Message of the Story

The phrase "When Aylmer Takes Aylmer Takes A Picture Of His Wife, Georgiana Is Frightened
By...How Beautiful She Looks How Updated" encapsulates a timeless conflict between natural beauty
and scientific or societal attempts to perfect or update it. Georgiana’s fear reflects the universal
human anxiety about losing authenticity and self-acceptance in an era obsessed with perfection.
Hawthorne’s story, though set in a different time, continues to resonate today, especially as
technology and social media redefine beauty standards and self-perception. The narrative warns us
about the peril of allowing external images—whether physical, digital, or societal—to dictate our
sense of self, urging a deeper appreciation for the natural and authentic aspects of human identity. In
an age where "updating" oneself seems constant and inevitable, Hawthorne’s cautionary tale reminds
us to cherish our inherent imperfections, for they are what truly make us unique.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why does Georgiana feel frightened when Aylmer takes her
picture?
Georgiana feels frightened because she senses Aylmer's obsession with her beauty and fears the
consequences of his desire to alter her appearance.



How does Aylmer's obsession with perfection influence his
behavior in taking pictures of Georgiana?
Aylmer's obsession leads him to focus intensely on capturing her beauty, often making her
uncomfortable and highlighting his desire to perfect her appearance beyond natural limits.

In what ways does Georgiana's reaction to the photograph
reflect her feelings about her changing beauty?
Her fright indicates her unease and awareness of the unnatural modifications Aylmer seeks, as well as
her fear of losing her natural self.

What does the act of taking a picture symbolize in the story?
It symbolizes Aylmer's attempt to control and perfect his wife, as well as the obsession with physical
beauty and the danger of scientific overreach.

How is Georgiana's beauty portrayed as both beautiful and
unsettling in the narrative?
Her beauty is initially portrayed as natural and radiant, but Aylmer's scientific pursuits and the
photograph reveal underlying fears that her perfection may be fragile or unnatural.

What does Georgiana's fright reveal about her perception of
her own beauty and Aylmer's obsession?
It reveals her subconscious awareness that Aylmer's obsession may be harmful, and her fear that her
natural beauty is being threatened by his unnatural pursuits.

How does the story reflect on the dangers of scientific
experimentation and obsession with perfection?
The story warns that pursuits of perfection, especially through unnatural means, can lead to
destruction and loss of one's true self, as exemplified by Georgiana's fright and tragic fate.

Additional Resources
When Aylmer Takes A Picture Of His Wife, Georgiana Is Frightened By...How Beautiful She LooksHow
Updated

In Nathaniel Hawthorne’s short story "The Birthmark," one of the most compelling moments arises
when Aylmer, a brilliant scientist obsessed with perfection, takes a photograph of his wife, Georgiana.
This act, seemingly simple, becomes a pivotal point in the narrative, revealing layers of emotional
complexity and psychological tension. When Aylmer takes a picture of his wife, Georgiana is
frightened by how beautiful she looks—and how updated her appearance seems compared to her
previous self. This moment encapsulates themes of beauty, mortality, obsession, and the human



desire to alter nature’s imperfections.

---

The Symbolism of the Photograph: A Window Into Fear and Transformation

The Significance of Aylmer's Action

Aylmer’s decision to take a picture of Georgiana is more than just a casual act; it is a symbolic
gesture that captures his obsession with perfection. Photography, in this context, functions as a
medium that freezes a moment in time, but also as a mirror reflecting his deepest fears and desires.
When Georgiana sees herself in the photograph, her reaction is one of fright and unease, revealing
her subconscious awareness of the changes her appearance might symbolize.

How the Photograph Represents Change and Fear

- A Reflection of Her Self-Perception: Georgiana's reaction indicates that she perceives herself as
transformed—perhaps unnaturally beautiful or unnervingly different from her usual self.
- A Marker of Obsession: Aylmer’s act of capturing her image suggests a desire to control and perfect
her appearance, which ultimately fuels her fear and apprehension.
- A Symbol of Updated Beauty: The photograph shows how her beauty has been "updated" or
enhanced by Aylmer’s scientific pursuits, making her feel uneasy about the unnaturalness of her
appearance.

---

Georgiana’s Fright: Analyzing Her Emotional Response

The Context of Her Fear

When Georgiana sees herself in the photograph, her reaction is not just surprise but fear. She
perceives her reflection—or the image— as revealing something unsettling about her beauty and
mortality.

Key Factors Contributing to Her Fear

- Unnatural Perfection: The photograph captures her at her most beautiful, yet this perfection appears
artificial and unsettling.
- Fear of Losing Authenticity: Georgiana’s reaction may stem from a fear that her true self—her
natural beauty and mortality—is being replaced by an image that is "updated" and unnatural.
- Symbolic of Mortality: The photograph may serve as a reminder of her mortality, especially since her
beauty is linked to her life span, and her husband's obsession threatens her existence.

Psychological Impact

- Sense of Alienation: Seeing herself transformed or enhanced unnaturally causes her to feel alienated
from her own image.
- Fear of the Unknown: The "updated" beauty represents a future where her natural self is forever
altered, which is frightening because it signifies loss of authenticity and mortality.

---



How the Image Reflects the Themes of the Story

Beauty and Perfection

The photograph acts as a visual encapsulation of Aylmer's obsession with achieving absolute
perfection, which ultimately leads to tragedy. Georgiana’s fright underscores the dangerous allure of
unnatural beauty and the human obsession with flawlessness.

Mortality and Human Limitations

Her fear signals an awareness of mortality—the inevitable decline of beauty and life—and the danger
of attempting to transcend these natural limits through science or artifice.

Obsession and Control

Aylmer’s act of taking the picture demonstrates his desire for control over nature and his wife’s
appearance. Georgiana’s frightened reaction reveals her subconscious resistance to this control and
her discomfort with the unnatural transformation.

---

How Updated and How It Reflects on Contemporary Perspectives

The Evolving Concept of Beauty

In modern contexts, the idea of "how updated" someone looks resonates with current discussions
about cosmetic surgery, digital editing, and societal standards of beauty. Georgiana’s reaction
prefigures modern anxieties surrounding artificial enhancement and the loss of authenticity.

The Impact of Technology on Self-Perception

The story’s themes align with contemporary concerns about how technology—especially photography
and digital manipulation—can distort self-image and evoke fears of losing natural beauty or identity.

Ethical Considerations in Beauty and Science

Today, debates about genetic engineering, cosmetic procedures, and the ethics of altering natural
human traits echo Aylmer’s dangerous pursuit of perfection. Georgiana’s frightened reaction
highlights the emotional and ethical dilemmas involved in such pursuits.

---

Summary: The Lasting Impact of the Moment

- Georgiana’s fear upon seeing the photograph underscores her intuitive understanding that her
beauty has been unnaturally "updated."
- Her reaction symbolically foreshadows the tragic consequences of Aylmer’s obsession with
perfection.
- This moment connects Hawthorne’s story to broader themes about the dangers of scientific
overreach and the importance of accepting natural human limitations.
- The story remains relevant today as society grapples with issues of beauty standards, technological



influence, and the ethics of human enhancement.

---

Final Thoughts: The Power of Visuals in Revealing Inner Truths

The scene where Aylmer takes a picture of Georgiana exemplifies how visual
representations—whether photographs or paintings—serve as powerful tools for understanding
internal states and societal pressures. Georgiana’s frightened response reveals her subconscious
fears and the emotional toll of striving for perfection. It reminds us that beauty, while often
celebrated, is also fragile and complex, shaped by both natural and artificial forces.

In conclusion, When Aylmer takes a picture of his wife, Georgiana is frightened by how beautiful she
looks—and how updated her appearance seems, encapsulating the tension between natural humanity
and the relentless pursuit of perfection. This moment continues to resonate across centuries,
prompting us to reflect on our own perceptions of beauty, authenticity, and the ethical boundaries of
scientific and technological progress.
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