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When preparing a summary of a passage, one critical aspect is selecting the most relevant and
impactful details that accurately represent the core message or event. Among these, a key detail
often focuses on the actions and proximity of characters within a story, such as the phrase,
"Hippomenes ran so close to Atalanta that." Recognizing whether to include this specific detail
depends on understanding its significance within the context and how it contributes to the overall
narrative.

In this article, we will explore the importance of including such details in summaries, analyze what
makes this particular detail noteworthy, and provide guidance on how to determine which elements
should be highlighted when condensing a passage.

Understanding the Role of Specific Details in
Summaries

What Is the Purpose of a Summary?

A summary aims to concisely convey the main ideas, events, or themes of a passage without
unnecessary details. It provides readers with a clear understanding of the core message,
emphasizing the most critical points.

Why Are Certain Details More Important Than Others?

Not all details carry equal weight. Some serve to develop characters, advance the plot, or highlight
pivotal moments. Including these ensures the summary remains faithful to the original text while
remaining concise.

Analyzing the Detail: "Hippomenes Ran So Close To
Atalanta That"



The Context of the Detail

This particular detail comes from a mythological story where Hippomenes competes with Atalanta, a
swift and skilled hunter. The phrase indicates a moment of intense competition, emphasizing the
proximity and possibly the suspense or tension during the race.

Why Is This Detail Significant?

Including this detail in a summary highlights:

- The competitive nature of the event.

- Hippomenes's skill or determination.

- The closeness of the race, which may be a crucial plot point or thematic element.
- The potential turning point or climax in the story.

By focusing on such details, a summary can effectively capture the excitement and stakes involved in
the narrative.

Criteria for Including Details in a Summary

Relevance to Main Ideas

Only include details that directly support the main ideas or themes. For example, mentioning how
close Hippomenes ran to Atalanta underscores the intensity of their race.

Contribution to Understanding Characters or Plot

Details that reveal character traits (such as determination or skill) or that explain significant plot
developments are essential.

Avoiding Excessive or Irrelevant Information

Details that are tangential or overly specific should be omitted to maintain clarity and brevity.

How to Decide if "Hippomenes Ran So Close To
Atalanta That" Should Be Included

Assess the Passage’s Focus

- If the story emphasizes the race's suspense and Hippomenes's efforts, this detail is crucial.
- If the focus is more on the characters' backgrounds or the outcome, it may be less important.



Determine the Detail’s Role in the Overall Message

- Does this detail illustrate the theme of competition or determination?
- Does it mark a pivotal moment in the story?

Evaluate Its Impact on the Reader’s Understanding

- Including this detail helps convey the intensity of the race.
- Omitting it might result in a less vivid or less accurate summary.

Examples of How to Incorporate This Detail in a
Summary

e In recounting the myth, one might say: "Hippomenes ran so close to Atalanta that the race
became a tense and thrilling contest."

¢ Alternatively, a more detailed summary could include: "During the race, Hippomenes's
determination was evident as he ran so close to Atalanta that she was momentarily worried
about losing."

These examples demonstrate how integrating the detail enhances the reader’s understanding
without overloading the summary with unnecessary information.

Conclusion: The Key Takeaway

Including the detail "Hippomenes ran so close to Atalanta that" in a summary depends on its
relevance to the main ideas and themes of the passage. If the story emphasizes the suspense,
competition, or character effort associated with this moment, then it is an appropriate and valuable
detail to include. Conversely, if the focus lies elsewhere, omitting this detail may be more
appropriate for maintaining clarity and conciseness.

In essence, when deciding which details to include in a summary, always prioritize those that convey
the core message, develop characters, or highlight pivotal moments. The phrase "Hippomenes ran so
close to Atalanta that" exemplifies a vivid and meaningful detail that, when relevant, can
significantly enrich a summary by capturing the intensity and significance of a key event in the
narrative.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main focus when summarizing a passage about
Hippomenes and Atalanta?

The key details to include are the significant events and actions, such as Hippomenes running close
to Atalanta, which highlight the story's core moment.

Why is it important to include Hippomenes running close to
Atalanta in a summary?

Including this detail emphasizes the pivotal moment in the story where Hippomenes attempts to win
Atalanta's favor, capturing the essence of the passage.

Should a summary mention the outcome of Hippomenes
running close to Atalanta?

Yes, including the outcome helps provide a complete overview of the passage, such as whether he
succeeded or failed.

What detail about Hippomenes' actions is most relevant to
include in a summary?

The fact that Hippomenes ran so close to Atalanta illustrates his effort and strategy, making it a
relevant detail.

How does mentioning Hippomenes' proximity to Atalanta
enhance understanding in a summary?

It highlights the intensity and significance of the race, which is central to understanding the story's
conflict.

Is it necessary to include background information about
Hippomenes or Atalanta in a summary?

Only if it directly relates to the event of running close to Atalanta; otherwise, focus on the specific
details of the passage.

What makes the detail 'Hippomenes ran so close to Atalanta'
relevant for a summary?

It captures a critical action that drives the plot forward and helps explain the story's main event.

In summarizing the passage, what should be avoided?

Irrelevant details or minor descriptions that do not contribute to understanding the main event, such
as unrelated background stories.



Additional Resources
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When approaching a summary of a passage, especially one that recounts a mythological story like
that of Hippomenes and Atalanta, selecting the appropriate details is crucial. The specific detail
"Hippomenes ran so close to Atalanta that" signifies a pivotal moment in the narrative, often
marking the climax of the story's tension. In this discussion, we will explore what makes this detail
significant, how to determine its inclusion in a summary, and the broader context that surrounds it.

Understanding the Role of Key Details in Summaries

What Constitutes a Good Summary?

A good summary is a concise, clear condensation of the main ideas, themes, and significant events of
a passage. It:

- Captures the essence of the story without extraneous details

- Highlights pivotal moments that define the story’s progression
- Maintains the original tone and intent

- Omits minor or irrelevant information

The Importance of Selectivity

In selecting details like "Hippomenes ran so close to Atalanta that," the goal is to identify those
elements that:

- Advance the plot

- Reveal character traits or motivations
- Highlight thematic elements

- Serve as turning points or climaxes

In this case, the detail about how close Hippomenes ran to Atalanta is directly linked to the climax of
the story, making it a candidate for inclusion.

Contextualizing the Passage: The Myth of Hippomenes
and Atalanta



The Myth's Background

The myth of Hippomenes (or Melanion) and Atalanta is a well-known Greek legend that explores
themes of love, competition, and divine intervention. The story generally narrates:

- Atalanta's prowess as a swift and independent maiden

- Her challenge to suitors to beat her in a race

- Hippomenes's clever use of golden apples to distract Atalanta
- The race’s climax where Hippomenes runs close to Atalanta

- The eventual marriage of the two after winning her love

The Significance of the Race

The race symbolizes more than just a contest; it embodies:

- The idea of cleverness over brute strength
- The importance of wit and strategy in achieving goals
- The tension between independence and love

The detail "Hippomenes ran so close to Atalanta that" is crucial because it depicts the moment
where strategy meets action, illustrating the climax of Hippomenes’s cunning.

Analyzing the Specific Detail: "Hippomenes Ran So
Close To Atalanta That"

Why Is This Detail Significant?

This detail captures a critical moment during the race. It signifies:

- The height of Hippomenes’s effort to catch up

- The suspense of whether he can succeed

- The physical proximity that enables him to use the golden apples effectively
- A turning point in the race where strategy counters speed

Including this detail in a summary emphasizes the intensity and pivotal nature of this moment.

What Does This Detail Reveal About the Characters?

- Hippomenes: Demonstrates his determination, cleverness, and willingness to take risks
- Atalanta: Highlights her speed and confidence, but also the vulnerability as she is momentarily
distracted

This moment underscores the dynamics between the characters—Hippomenes’s strategic approach
and Atalanta’s swift confidence.



How Does This Detail Advance the Narrative?

It marks the transition from a mere race to a strategic challenge. The race’s climax is characterized
by:

- The proximity of Hippomenes to Atalanta
- His use of the golden apples as a distraction
- The suspense of whether he can maintain or improve his position

Including this detail in a summary helps convey the narrative’s tension and the hero’s cleverness.

Determining Whether to Include This Detail in a
Summary

Factors to Consider

When deciding whether to include the detail, consider:

- Relevance: Does it contribute to understanding the main point?

- Significance: Is it a turning point or climax of the story?

- Brevity: Is including the detail necessary to maintain clarity without overloading the summary?
- Focus: Does it align with the main themes or message of the passage?

Inclusion as a Reflection of the Passage’s Focus

If the passage emphasizes the cleverness of Hippomenes or the suspense of the race, then the detail
about how close he ran to Atalanta is essential. Conversely, if the passage focuses on the moral
lessons or the aftermath of the story, this detail might be less critical.

Sample Summary Incorporating the Detail

A well-crafted summary that includes this detail might read:

"During the race to win Atalanta’s hand, Hippomenes ran so close to her that he was within reach of
using the golden apples to distract her. His strategic approach and daring effort ultimately led to his

victory and their subsequent marriage."

This summary highlights the strategic moment and its significance.



Broader Implications of Including Key Details

Thematic Significance
Including details like Hippomenes running close to Atalanta underscores themes such as:
- The power of wit over raw speed

- The importance of strategy and cleverness in achieving goals
- The tension between independence and love

Character Development
Such details help portray the characters’ traits more vividly in a summary:

- Hippomenes’s ingenuity and daring
- Atalanta’s confidence and distraction

Narrative Tension and Engagement

Highlighting moments of close contact during the race enhances the story's tension, making the
summary more engaging and faithful to the original passage.

Summary Tips for Effective Inclusion of Details

- Focus on pivotal moments that define the climax or resolution

- Ensure the detail adds meaningful insight into characters or themes
- Avoid overloading the summary with minor details

- Use the detail to support the main idea or thesis of the passage

Conclusion: Which Details Should Be Included?

In the context of the passage about Hippomenes and Atalanta, the detail "Hippomenes ran so close
to Atalanta that" should be included because it:

- Represents a critical climactic moment

- Demonstrates the strategic effort of Hippomenes
- Adds tension and excitement to the narrative

- Reinforces key themes of cleverness and daring



Including such a detail ensures the summary captures the essence of the story’s tension and
significance, providing readers with a concise yet comprehensive understanding of the passage's
core message. When crafting a summary, always weigh the relevance and impact of each detail to
produce a clear, focused, and meaningful condensation of the original text.
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