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Parallel parking is a fundamental skill for drivers, often tested during
driving exams and frequently used in urban environments. Once you have
successfully maneuvered your vehicle into a parking space, the next crucial
steps ensure safety, legality, and proper vehicle positioning. In this
article, we will explore detailed procedures and best practices to follow
after completing parallel parking on a level street, emphasizing safety,
legal compliance, and vehicle stability.

1. Ensure Your Vehicle Is Properly Positioned

Check Your Alignment Within the Space
- Confirm that your vehicle is parallel to the curb or road edge.
- Ensure that your vehicle is centered within the parking space, not sticking
out into traffic lanes or too close to other parked vehicles.
- Maintain a consistent distance from the curb, ideally between 6 to 18
inches, depending on local regulations.

Adjust Your Vehicle if Necessary
- If your vehicle is not properly aligned, gently shift forward or backward
to correct its position.
- Use your steering wheel to make minor adjustments, avoiding excessive
movements that could cause instability.

2. Engage the Proper Parking Brake



Why Engaging the Parking Brake Matters
- Engaging the parking brake ensures the vehicle remains stationary,
especially important on inclines or uneven surfaces.
- It reduces strain on the transmission if your vehicle has a manual
transmission, preventing unintended rolling.

How to Engage the Parking Brake
- For manual transmissions: Pull the handbrake lever fully until it clicks
into place.
- For automatic transmissions: Either use the handbrake or shift into 'Park'
(P), ensuring that the parking pawl locks the transmission.

3. Shift Into the Correct Gear

Manual Transmission Vehicles
- Shift into neutral or first gear, then set the parking brake.
- For added safety, especially on hills, shift into first gear or reverse to
prevent rolling.

Automatic Transmission Vehicles
- Shift the gear selector into 'Park' (P). This locks the transmission and
prevents movement.

4. Turn Off the Engine

- Always turn off your vehicle after parking.
- Remove the key or press the stop button, depending on your vehicle type.
- Turning off the engine signals that parking is complete and prevents
accidental movement.

5. Secure the Vehicle

Lock the Doors
- Use your keyless entry system or manually lock the doors.
- Ensure all doors are securely closed to prevent theft or accidental
opening.



Take Necessary Items
- Collect any personal belongings or items needed for your destination.
- Double-check that you haven't left valuables inside the vehicle.

6. Check Your Surroundings Before Exiting

Assess the Environment
- Look around to ensure no pedestrians, cyclists, or other vehicles are in
immediate danger.
- Check for any obstacles or hazards near your vehicle.

Use Mirrors and Windows
- Use side mirrors and rearview mirrors to confirm your vehicle is safely
parked.
- Look over your shoulder to spot blind spots or unseen hazards.

7. Exit the Vehicle Safely

Open the Door Carefully
- Check for approaching vehicles or cyclists before opening your door.
- Use your hand furthest from the door to open it, so you naturally look
behind you.

Step Out Safely
- Exit the vehicle, ensuring you do not obstruct traffic or pedestrians.
- Close the door securely behind you.

8. Final Checks and Legal Compliance

Verify Parking Regulations
- Confirm that your parking complies with local laws regarding distance from
intersections, fire hydrants, or crosswalks.
- Ensure that parking in the designated area does not violate any
restrictions or signage.



Document Your Parking (if necessary)
- In some situations, especially in high-value parking zones, take note of
your parking location or photograph the area for future reference.

9. Additional Safety Tips

Avoid Common Mistakes
- Do not leave your vehicle unattended in a manner that obstructs traffic or
emergency access.
- Avoid parking too close to driveways or access points, which could hinder
other vehicles.

Consider Environmental Factors
- On windy days, ensure your vehicle is secure against potential movement.
- On hot days, ensure windows are not left open if security is a concern.

Conclusion

After successfully completing parallel parking on a level street, the steps
you take next are vital for maintaining safety, compliance, and vehicle
security. Properly positioning your vehicle within the space, engaging the
parking brake, shifting into the correct gear, and turning off the engine
form the core of good parking practices. Additionally, checking your
surroundings, exiting safely, and adhering to local regulations help prevent
accidents and legal issues. Mastering these steps not only ensures your
safety but also contributes to smooth traffic flow and respectful use of
shared parking resources. Remember, effective parking is as much about the
process as it is about the skill, and practicing these procedures
consistently will enhance your confidence and proficiency behind the wheel.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the first step to take after completing
parallel parking on a level street?
Ensure your vehicle is centered within the parking space and straighten the
wheels before turning off the engine.



Should I engage the parking brake after finishing
parallel parking on a level street?
Yes, always set your parking brake to prevent any movement, even on a level
surface.

Is it necessary to shift the gear to 'Park' after
parallel parking on a level street?
Yes, shift the transmission into 'Park' to secure the vehicle and prevent it
from rolling.

What should I do with my turn signals after parking
parallel on a level street?
Turn off your turn signals once you have completed parking and the vehicle is
safely parked.

Should I check my mirrors or blind spots after
parking on a level street?
Yes, always check your mirrors and blind spots before exiting the vehicle to
ensure safety.

Is it necessary to turn off the headlights after
parking on a level street at night?
Yes, turn off your headlights to prevent unnecessary battery drain and to
signal that parking is complete.

What should I do if my vehicle is not centered in
the parking space after parking?
If it’s safe, reposition your vehicle to be centered within the space for
optimal parking and safety.

Should I lock my car after finishing parallel
parking on a level street?
Yes, always lock your vehicle to secure it and prevent theft or unauthorized
access.

Is it advisable to leave the engine running after



parking on a level street?
No, turn off the engine once you have parked and secured your vehicle for
safety and fuel efficiency.

What is the importance of checking your surroundings
after completing parallel parking?
Checking your surroundings ensures no obstacles or pedestrians are nearby
before you exit your vehicle, promoting safety.

Additional Resources
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Parallel parking is a fundamental driving skill that many motorists encounter
regularly. While mastering the maneuver itself is a significant milestone,
understanding what steps to take after successfully parking is equally
important for safety, legality, and the convenience of all road users. Once
you have confidently parked your vehicle in a designated space, especially on
a level street, the next actions you take can impact your safety, the safety
of pedestrians, and adherence to traffic regulations. This article explores
in detail the proper procedures to follow after completing parallel parking,
ensuring you park correctly and prepare effectively for your journey ahead.

The Importance of Proper Post-Parking Procedures

Before delving into specific actions, it’s essential to understand why
meticulous post-parking procedures matter. Properly concluding your parking
process:

- Ensures your vehicle remains secure and stable
- Prevents obstruction or hazards for other road users
- Complies with traffic laws and regulations
- Facilitates smooth traffic flow
- Protects your vehicle from potential theft or damage

By following a systematic approach after parking, drivers can contribute to
safer streets and avoid penalties or mishaps.

Step 1: Ensure Your Vehicle Is Completely Stationary

The first step after completing the parallel parking maneuver is to verify
that your vehicle is fully stopped and stationary.

Key Points:
- Apply the parking brake: Engage the parking brake (also known as the
emergency brake) to prevent any unintended movement, especially on slight



inclines or declines, although the street is level in this scenario.
- Shift into park (automatic transmission) or neutral (manual transmission):
For automatic vehicles, shift into the 'P' (Park) position. For manual
transmissions, shift into neutral, and ensure the parking brake is engaged.
- Check your surroundings: Confirm that your vehicle is not protruding into
the roadway or blocking any driveways, crosswalks, or fire hydrants.

Why it Matters:
Ensuring your vehicle is stationary reduces the risk of accidental rolling,
which could lead to accidents or fines. It also helps other drivers and
pedestrians anticipate your vehicle's status.

Step 2: Turn Off Your Engine and Remove the Key

Once your vehicle is securely parked, turn off the engine to conserve fuel
and prevent unnecessary emissions.

Additional Actions:
- Remove the key: In vehicles where the key remains in the ignition, remove
it to prevent theft or accidental operation.
- Engage security features: If your vehicle has an alarm or anti-theft
device, activate it as appropriate.

Rationale:
Turning off the engine reduces pollution, minimizes noise, and indicates that
your vehicle is parked and not in use. Removing the key also deters theft.

Step 3: Verify Your Parking Position

Before exiting the vehicle, perform a quick check to ensure your car is
correctly positioned.

Checklist:
- Is your vehicle within the designated parking boundaries? Confirm that the
front and rear of your vehicle are not encroaching into traffic lanes or
sidewalks.
- Are your wheels straight? For neatness and to facilitate easier departure
later, ensure your wheels are aligned straight ahead.
- Is your vehicle facing the correct direction? In most jurisdictions,
vehicles should face the traffic flow in the lane they are parked in.

Importance:
Proper parking position reduces the risk of accidents, avoids parking
violations, and maintains the orderly appearance of the street.

Step 4: Lock the Vehicle and Secure Valuables

Securing your vehicle is critical for preventing theft and vandalism.

Actions:
- Lock all doors: Engage the central locking system or manually lock each



door.
- Close windows: Ensure all windows are rolled up to prevent unauthorized
access.
- Remove valuables: Take personal belongings, electronics, or other valuables
with you or hide them out of sight.
- Activate security features: If available, activate alarms or steering wheel
locks.

Why It Matters:
A secure vehicle discourages theft and vandalism, and it ensures you are not
liable for damages or theft that may occur while parked.

Step 5: Gather Your Personal Items and Prepare to Exit

Before stepping out, collect any necessary belongings—such as bags,
umbrellas, or documents—and prepare to leave the vehicle.

Tips:
- Check for essentials: Ensure you have your wallet, keys, and any items
needed for your destination.
- Plan your exit route: Look around for pedestrians, cyclists, or other
vehicles that might be nearby.
- Open the door carefully: Use caution when opening your door to avoid
hitting pedestrians, cyclists, or other parked vehicles.

Significance:
Being prepared and cautious helps prevent accidents and ensures a smooth
transition from vehicle to destination.

Step 6: Exit the Vehicle Safely

When it’s safe to do so, open your door carefully and exit the vehicle.

Considerations:
- Use your door on the side closest to the sidewalk: To minimize the risk of
hitting passing vehicles or cyclists.
- Watch for passing traffic: Even on a level street, vehicles may be passing
by or parked nearby.
- Assist passengers if applicable: Help children or elderly passengers to
exit safely.

Best Practice:
Exiting your vehicle in a controlled manner minimizes risk to yourself and
others.

Step 7: Confirm the Parking Position and Post-Parking Compliance

After exiting, do a quick visual check to confirm:

- Your vehicle remains within the parking space boundaries.
- No part of your vehicle obstructs traffic, crosswalks, or fire hydrants.



- Your vehicle is not blocking access to driveways or other parking spots.

This final check ensures compliance with parking regulations and prevents
potential citations or disputes.

Step 8: Take Precautions for the Next Step

Depending on your plans, you may need to:

- Lock the vehicle if you haven't already.
- Note the location for future reference.
- Prepare for walking, riding, or other modes of transportation.

Additional Tips:
- Use reflective or visible accessories if parking at night: To increase
visibility.
- Be mindful of local parking rules: Some areas require additional steps,
such as display of parking permits or payment.

Special Considerations for Level Streets

Since the street is level in this scenario, certain adjustments or
considerations are simplified:

- No need for additional wheel chocks or extra precautions for vehicle
stability.
- Parking brake engagement suffices for security.
- Departure and exit procedures are straightforward without concern for
incline-related slippage.

However, always remain attentive to local regulations, signage, and
environmental factors that might influence your post-parking actions.

Summary: The Complete Post-Parking Checklist

To encapsulate the best practices, here is a summary checklist to follow
after finishing parallel parking on a level street:

1. Ensure vehicle is fully stationary.
2. Engage parking brake and shift into 'Park' or neutral.
3. Turn off engine and remove the key.
4. Verify proper parking position and alignment.
5. Lock doors and secure valuables.
6. Gather personal belongings.
7. Exit the vehicle carefully and safely.
8. Confirm your vehicle remains properly parked.
9. Lock your vehicle if not already done.
10. Proceed with your next activity or destination.

Final Thoughts



Mastering the art of parking is only part of responsible driving; knowing
what to do afterward is equally crucial. Properly concluding your parking
process ensures safety, legality, and convenience for yourself and others on
the road. On a level street, these steps become more straightforward, but
they remain vital in maintaining order and safety in everyday traffic
scenarios. By adopting a systematic approach, drivers can avoid common
pitfalls, prevent accidents, and foster a safer driving environment for all.

Remember, good parking habits extend beyond the maneuver itself—they
encompass a series of thoughtful, safety-conscious actions that reflect
responsible driving. So, next time you finish parallel parking, follow these
steps, and contribute to a safer, more organized street environment.
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