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Change The Infinitive To Agree With The Subject

In the Spanish language, verbs must agree with their subjects in both number and person. This means that the
infinitive form of a verb, which is the base form found in the dictionary (like "comprar," meaning "to buy"), must
be conjugated to match the subject of the sentence. For example, the model provided states: Yo/comprar Un
Disco. Yo Compro. Here, the verb "comprar" is changed from its infinitive form to its conjugated form "compro"
to agree with the subject "Yo" (I). This fundamental rule ensures clarity and grammatical correctness in
communication. Understanding how to change an infinitive into the correct conjugated form is essential for
mastering Spanish grammar, whether you are a beginner or looking to refine your skills.

Understanding the Basics of Verb Conjugation in Spanish

What Is an Infinitive?

The infinitive is the basic, un-conjugated form of a verb. In Spanish, infinitives end with -ar, -er, or -ir. Examples
include:

-ar verbs: hablar (to speak), comprar (to buy), estudiar (to study)

-er verbs: comer (to eat), aprender (to learn), correr (to run)

-ir verbs: vivir (to live), escribir (to write), abrir (to open)

These forms are used as a dictionary entry and are not tied to any subject. To form meaningful sentences, these
verbs need to be conjugated to match the subject in number and person.

Why Is Conjugation Important?

Conjugation communicates who is performing the action and when the action occurs. Without proper
conjugation, sentences can become ambiguous or grammatically incorrect. For example:

Yo comprar
(incorrect)
Yo compro
(correct: I buy / I do buy)

Proper conjugation helps listeners or readers understand exactly who is doing what and when.



Steps to Change an Infinitive to Agree With the Subject

Step 1: Identify the Subject

The first step is to determine who is performing the action. Subjects can be singular or plural, and can refer to
first, second, or third person.

First person singular: Yo (I)

Second person singular: T� (You informal)

Third person singular: �l, Ella, Usted (He, She, You formal)

First person plural: Nosotros/Nosotras (We)

Second person plural: Vosotros/Vosotras (You all informal)

Third person plural: Ellos, Ellas, Ustedes (They, You all formal)

Step 2: Determine the Verb Ending

Spanish verbs are categorized into three groups based on their infinitive endings:

-ar verbs1.

-er verbs2.

-ir verbs3.

This classification affects how the verb will be conjugated in different tenses and moods.

Step 3: Conjugate the Verb According to the Subject

Using the subject and the verb ending, apply the appropriate conjugation pattern. Let's explore this with
examples:

Conjugation Patterns for Regular Verbs

Present Tense Conjugation of Regular -ar Verbs

Subject Verb (Comprar) Conjugated Form

Yo comprar yo compro



Tú comprar tú comprás

Él/Ella/Usted comprar él/ella/usted compra

Nosotros/Nosotras comprar nosotros compramos

Vosotros/Vosotras comprar vosotros compráis

Ellos/Ellas/Ustedes comprar ellos/ellas/ustedes compran

Present Tense Conjugation of Regular -er Verbs

Subject Verb (Comer) Conjugated Form

Yo comer yo como

Tú comer tú comes

Él/Ella/Usted comer él/ella/usted come

Nosotros/Nosotras comer nosotros comemos

Vosotros/Vosotras comer vosotros coméis

Ellos/Ellas/Ustedes comer ellos/ellas/ustedes comen

Present Tense Conjugation of Regular -ir Verbs

Subject Verb (Vivir) Conjugated Form

Yo vivir yo vivo

Tú vivir tú vives

Él/Ella/Usted vivir él/ella/usted vive

Nosotros/Nosotras vivir nosotros vivimos



Vosotros/Vosotras vivir vosotros vivís

Ellos/Ellas/Ustedes vivir ellos/ellas/ustedes viven

Applying the Rules to Practice

Examples of Changing Infinitives to Match Subjects

Yo / comprar un disco � Yo compro un disco

T� / comer una manzana � T� comes una manzana

�l / vivir en Madrid � �l vive en Madrid

Nosotros / estudiar para el examen � Nosotros estudiamos para el examen

Ellas / abrir la ventana � Ellas abren la ventana

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Using the infinitive form with a subject that requires conjugation (e.g., saying "Yo comprar" instead of
"Yo compro").

Not changing the verb ending according to the subject (e.g., "Nosotros comprar" instead of "Nosotros
compramos").

Confusing irregular verbs' conjugations with regular patterns. Some verbs have irregular forms that
must be memorized.

Irregular Verbs and Special Cases

Irregular Verbs

Some verbs do not follow the regular conjugation patterns. Examples include:

Ser (to be): Yo soy, T� eres, �l/Ella/Usted es, Nosotros somos, Vosotros sois, Ellos/Ellas/Ustedes
son

Ir (to go): Yo voy



Frequently Asked Questions

T�/Estudiar Espa�ol.

T� Estudias Espa�ol.

Ellos/Jugar al f�tbol.

Ellos Juegan al f�tbol.

Nosotros/Aprender matem�ticas.

Nosotros Aprendemos matem�ticas.

Ella/Cantar en el coro.

Ella Canta en el coro.

Usted/Trabajar en la oficina.

Usted Trabaja en la oficina.

Additional Resources

Change The Infinitive To Agree With The Subject

In the realm of Spanish language learning, mastering verb conjugation is fundamental to effective
communication. One of the core principles that learners must grasp is ensuring that the infinitive verb
form agrees with the subject of the sentence. This process involves transforming the base form of the
verb—known as the infinitive—into a conjugated form that aligns with the subject's person and number.
Proper agreement not only enhances grammatical accuracy but also facilitates clarity, fluency, and
naturalness in speech and writing. This article provides a comprehensive exploration of how to change
the infinitive to agree with the subject, offering detailed explanations, practical examples, and
analytical insights to deepen understanding.

---

Understanding the Infinitive and Subject Agreement



What Is the Infinitive?

The infinitive is the base form of a verb, unconjugated and not tied to any specific subject or tense. In
Spanish, infinitives typically end in -ar, -er, or -ir. Examples include:
- Hablar (to speak)
- Comer (to eat)
- Vivir (to live)

Infinitives serve as nouns within sentences, and they are essential in constructing various verb forms,
including periphrastic constructions, commands, and verbal phrases. However, in most sentences,
especially those expressing actions performed by specific subjects, the infinitive must be conjugated to
match the subject.

What Is Subject-Verb Agreement?

Subject-verb agreement involves modifying the verb form so that it corresponds to the subject's person
(first, second, third) and number (singular or plural). For example:
- Yo hablo (I speak)
- T� hablas (You speak)
- �l/Ella habla (He/She speaks)
- Nosotros hablamos (We speak)
- Ellos hablan (They speak)

In these cases, the verb "hablar" is conjugated to agree with the subject "yo," "t�," "�l/ella,"
"nosotros," and "ellos," respectively. The same principle applies when transforming an infinitive into an
appropriate conjugated form.

---

The Importance of Correct Subject-Verb Agreement

Ensuring Grammatical Accuracy

Incorrect agreement can lead to misunderstandings and grammatical errors that hinder effective
communication. For example:
- Incorrect: Yo hablar (I speak)
- Correct: Yo hablo (I speak)

The incorrect form omits the necessary conjugation, making the sentence grammatically invalid. Proper
agreement indicates a solid grasp of verb conjugation rules and reflects language proficiency.

Enhancing Fluency and Naturalness

Spanish speakers instinctively conjugate verbs to match their subjects, which contributes to the
natural flow of speech. When learners correctly change the infinitive to agree with the subject, their
speech and writing become more authentic and comprehensible to native speakers.



Facilitating Communication Across Tenses and Moods

Mastering agreement with subjects lays the foundation for more advanced verb forms, such as the
present, preterite, imperfect, subjunctive, and conditional moods. Each requires precise conjugation aligned
with the subject, making the initial understanding of agreement critical for complex language use.

---

Rules and Patterns for Changing the Infinitive to Agree With
the Subject

Regular Verb Conjugation Patterns

Spanish verbs are categorized into three conjugation groups based on their infinitive endings:

1. -ar verbs: e.g., hablar (to speak), estudiar (to study)
2. -er verbs: e.g., comer (to eat), aprender (to learn)
3. -ir verbs: e.g., vivir (to live), escribir (to write)

Each group follows specific conjugation patterns in the present tense. For example:

| Subject | -ar verbs | -er verbs | -ir verbs |
|-----------|------------|-----------|-----------|
| Yo | -o | -o | -o |
| T� | -as | -es | -es |
| �l/Ella/Ud. | -a | -e | -e |
| Nosotros | -amos | -emos | -imos |
| Vosotros | -�is | -�is | -�s |
| Ellos/Ellas/Uds. | -an | -en | -en |

Applying these patterns, learners can change the infinitive into the correct form for any subject.

Irregular Verbs and Special Cases

While regular patterns are predictable, many verbs are irregular and do not follow standard
conjugation rules. For example:
- Ser (to be): Yo soy, t� eres, �l es, nosotros somos, ellos son
- Ir (to go): Yo voy, t� vas, �l va, nosotros vamos, ellos van
- Haber (to have, auxiliary): Yo he, t� has, �l ha, nosotros hemos, ellos han

Learning these irregular forms is essential for correct agreement and effective communication.

---

Step-by-Step Guide to Changing the Infinitive to Match the



Subject

1. Identify the Subject: Determine who or what is performing the action (e.g., Yo, T�, �l, Nosotros,
Ellos).
2. Recognize the Verb Group: Determine whether the verb ends in -ar, -er, or -ir.
3. Consult the Conjugation Pattern: Use the appropriate regular pattern or irregular form.
4. Apply the Correct Ending: Change the infinitive to the correct conjugated form based on the subject.
5. Construct the Sentence: Place the conjugated verb with the subject, ensuring overall grammatical
coherence.

Example:

- Original infinitive: Comprar (to buy)
- Subject: Yo
- Conjugation: Yo compro
- Complete sentence: Yo compro un disco.

---

Practical Examples and Applications

Example 1

- Infinitive: Estudiar (to study)
- Subject: Nosotros
- Conjugation: Nosotros estudiamos
- Sentence: Nosotros estudiamos espa�ol todos los d�as.

Example 2

- Infinitive: Vivir (to live)
- Subject: Ellos
- Conjugation: Ellos viven
- Sentence: Ellos viven en Madrid.

Example 3

- Infinitive: Correr (to run)
- Subject: T�
- Conjugation: T� corres
- Sentence: T� corres en el parque por la ma�ana.

---



Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Dealing with Irregular Verbs

Irregular verbs can be daunting due to their unpredictable forms. To master them:
- Create flashcards for irregular conjugations.
- Practice with sentences that incorporate these verbs.
- Use mnemonic devices to remember irregular patterns.

Understanding Verb Tenses and Moods

Beyond the present tense, verbs change forms based on tense and mood. Start by mastering present tense
agreement before progressing to past, future, and subjunctive forms.

Practicing Consistently

Regular practice through exercises, reading, and conversation enhances recognition and application of
correct agreement patterns.

---

Conclusion: The Path to Fluency Through Proper Agreement

Changing the infinitive to agree with the subject is a cornerstone of Spanish grammar. It reflects a
learner’s understanding of the language’s structural rules and their ability to communicate effectively.
While regular patterns provide a solid foundation, irregular verbs and complex tenses demand dedicated
study and practice. By systematically applying these principles and immersing oneself in practical usage,
learners can achieve greater grammatical accuracy, develop fluency, and express themselves confidently
in Spanish.

In essence, mastering subject-verb agreement transforms basic vocabulary into meaningful, correct
sentences, bridging the gap between language knowledge and real-world communication. Whether crafting
simple statements or engaging in complex conversations, this skill remains central to becoming a
proficient Spanish speaker.
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