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In English grammar, sentence construction is fundamental to effective communication. One of the
important skills in mastering language is understanding how to combine sentences or sentence elements
correctly, especially when certain parts are italicized to indicate emphasis, omission, or the need for
grammatical correction. This article aims to guide you through the process of choosing the correct combined
sentence from options that involve changing the italicized parts, ensuring clarity, grammatical accuracy,

and coherence.

Understanding Sentence Combination

Combining sentences involves merging two or more independent or dependent clauses to form a single,
cohesive sentence. Proper combination enhances readability and flow, making your writing more
professional and polished. When elements within sentences are italicized, it often indicates areas that

require correction or modification to achieve proper combination.

Types of Sentence Elements and Their Combinations

Before diving into specific examples, it's important to understand common sentence elements that are often

combined:

1. Independent Clauses

- These are complete thoughts that can stand alone as sentences.

- Example: She finished her homework. She went to bed.



2. Dependent Clauses

- These cannot stand alone and usually begin with subordinating conjunctions like because, although, or
when.

- Example: Because she was tired, she went to bed.

3. Phrases

- These are groups of words without a subject and verb, such as in the morning or after the rain.

Common Methods of Combining Sentences

There are several ways to combine sentences effectively:

1. Using Coordinating Conjunctions

- FANBOYS: For, And, Nor, But, Or, Yet, So

- Example: She was tired, but she finished her work.

2. Using Subordinating Conjunctions

- To introduce dependent clauses

- Example: She went to bed because she was tired.

3. Using Relative Pronouns

- Who, whom, whose, which, that

- Example: The book that she read was fascinating.

4. Using Semicolons and Conjunctive Adverbs

- To link related independent clauses

- Example: She finished her homework; therefore, she went to bed.



Understanding Italicized Elements in Sentence Combination

In exercises or grammatical correction tasks, certain parts of sentences are italicized to indicate the element

that needs to be changed, added, or removed for proper combination. These italicized parts often include:

- Words or phrases to be replaced with conjunctions or relative pronouns.
- Omitted words that need to be included for grammatical correctness.

- Punctuation or connectors that must be inserted or modified.

The key to choosing the correct combined sentence is to interpret what the italicized part signifies and

determine the most appropriate way to integrate it into the new sentence.

Strategies for Choosing the Correct Sentence

When presented with multiple options that involve changing an italicized part, consider the following

steps:

1. Identify the Sentence Elements

- Determine whether the italicized part is a noun, verb, phrase, or clause.

- Assess whether it is a connector, modifier, or object.

2. Decide the Correct Conjunction or Connector

- Based on the relationship between the ideas, choose an appropriate conjunction or relative pronoun.

nn

- For example, if the ideas are cause and effect, "because," "since," or "therefore" might be suitable.

3. Maintain Grammatical Agreement

- Ensure subject-verb agreement is preserved.

- Confirm that the combined sentence is grammatically correct and meaningful.

4. Check for Coherence and Clarity

- The combined sentence should clearly express the relationship between the original ideas.

- Avoid awkward or convoluted structures.



Examples of Correctly Combining Sentences by Changing

Italicized Elements

Let's examine some typical examples to understand how to select the correct sentence among options.

Example 1

Original sentences:

- She was tired. She went to bed early.

Options:

a) She was tired, and she went to bed early.
b) She was tired, so she went to bed early.
c) She was tired, but she went to bed early.

d) She was tired, although she went to bed early.

Analysis:
- The relationship indicates cause and effect; she was tired, so she went to bed early.

- The best choice is b) because it correctly uses "so" to connect the ideas.

Example 2

Original sentences:

- He completed the project. He was praised.

Options:

a) He completed the project, and he was praised.

b) He completed the project, because he was praised.
c) He completed the project, although he was praised.
d) He was praised, but he completed the project.

Analysis:
- The logical connection is that his completion led to praise; thus, "and" is appropriate.

- The correct choice is a).



Example 3

Original sentences:

- The storm was severe. The roads were closed.

Options:

a) The storm was severe, so the roads were closed.

b) The storm was severe, but the roads were closed.

c) The storm was severe, although the roads were closed.

d) The storm was severe, and the roads were closed.

Analysis:

- The cause-effect relationship points to a) being the most appropriate.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

‘While combining sentences, certain mistakes frequently occur. Being aware of these can help you make

better choices.

1. Incorrect Conjunction Usage

- Using "but” when "because" or "so" is appropriate can distort the intended meaning.

2. Fragmented or Run-on Sentences

- Overly complex combinations can lead to grammatical errors; break long sentences into manageable parts

if necessary.

3. Subject-Verb Agreement Errors

- Ensure that combined sentences preserve proper agreement.



4. Misplaced Modifiers

- Maintain clarity by positioning modifiers correctly within the sentence.

Practice Exercises to Master Sentence Combination

To hone your skills, try the following exercises:

1. Combine the sentences:
o The weather was bad.

o The event was canceled.

Options:
a) The weather was bad, so the event was canceled.
b) The weather was bad, but the event was canceled.

c¢) Because the weather was bad, the event was canceled.

d) All of the above.
2. Choose the correct combined sentence:
o He studied hard.

o He passed the exam.

Options:

a) He studied hard, and he passed the exam.

b) He studied hard, so he passed the exam.

c) He studied hard, although he passed the exam.

d) Both a and b are correct.

Answers:
1. d) All of the above
2.d) Both a and b are correct



Conclusion

Mastering the skill of choosing the correct sentence that combines two or more sentence elements by
changing the italicized parts is vital for clear and effective writing. It involves understanding the
grammatical relationships between ideas, selecting appropriate conjunctions or connectors, and maintaining
coherence. Practice with various sentence structures and pay attention to the relationships indicated by the
italicized parts. With consistent effort and attention to detail, you will improve your ability to craft well-

structured, concise, and meaningful sentences.

Remember, the key steps are identifying the sentence elements, understanding their relationship,
choosing the correct connector or pronoun, and ensuring grammatical correctness and clarity. Keep

practicing, and over time, this skill will become an intuitive part of your writing and editing process.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main goal when choosing the correct sentence that combines
elements by changing the italicized part?

The main goal is to select a sentence that correctly combines the given elements while ensuring proper

grammar, clarity, and coherence, often by making necessary changes to the italicized part.

How can changing the italicized part help in forming a correct and

concise sentence?

Changing the italicized part allows for proper connection or restructuring of sentence elements, leading to a

grammatically correct and more concise sentence that maintains the original meaning.

‘What should you look for when selecting the correct combined sentence

from multiple options?

You should look for the option that maintains the original meaning, has correct grammar and punctuation,

and smoothly combines the sentence elements without redundancy or ambiguity.

Why is it important to pay attention to punctuation when choosing the



correct combined sentence?

Proper punctuation ensures clarity and correct sentence structure, helping to accurately convey the

intended meaning when elements are combined.

In what way does changing the structure of the sentence improve its

overall effectiveness?

Changing the structure can improve clarity, reduce redundancy, and create a more natural flow, making

the sentence easier to understand and more engaging.

‘What are common errors to watch out for when selecting the correct

combined sentence?

Common errors include incorrect grammar, misplaced modifiers, inconsistent verb tense, and improper

punctuation that can alter the meaning or clarity of the sentence.

How does understanding the meaning of the original sentences assist in

choosing the correct combined sentence?

Understanding the original sentences helps ensure that the combined sentence accurately reflects the

intended message and preserves the original meaning after restructuring.

Can changing the italicized part sometimes alter the original meaning?

Yes, changing the italicized part can sometimes unintentionally alter the original meaning, so it’s important

to choose options that preserve the intended message.

What strategies can help in effectively choosing the correct sentence that

combines elements?

Strategies include carefully analyzing each option, checking for grammatical correctness, ensuring the

meaning is preserved, and considering the natural flow and clarity of the sentence.

Additional Resources
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In the realm of effective communication and writing, the ability to accurately combine sentences or



sentence elements is a fundamental skill that elevates clarity, conciseness, and coherence. The practice of
transforming disjointed or fragmented ideas into cohesive, well-structured sentences is not merely a
grammatical exercise but a vital component of polished writing. This article delves into the concept of
sentence combination, specifically focusing on the skill of choosing the correct sentences that logically and
grammatically integrate various sentence elements by modifying the italicized portions. Through detailed
explanations, examples, and analytical insights, we aim to equip readers with a comprehensive

understanding of this essential aspect of language mastery.

Understanding Sentence Combination: The Foundation of Clear

Writing

‘What Is Sentence Combination?

Sentence combination involves merging two or more simple sentences, phrases, or clauses into a single,
more complex sentence. The goal is to improve the flow of ideas, reduce redundancy, and enhance
readability. Effective combination preserves the original meaning while creating a grammatically correct

and stylistically appealing sentence.

For example:
- Simple sentences: She enjoys reading. She visits her grandmother.

- Combined sentence: She enjoys reading and visiting her grandmother.

This process often requires the use of coordinating conjunctions, subordinating conjunctions, relative

pronouns, or punctuation such as semicolons to link ideas seamlessly.

Why Is Sentence Combination Important?

- Enhances Readability: Well-combined sentences prevent choppiness, making texts more engaging.
- Conveys Complex Ideas: Allows the writer to express nuanced or related ideas within a single sentence.
- Reduces Redundancy: Eliminates unnecessary repetition, leading to concise writing.

- Improves Style and Tone: Contributes to a more sophisticated and polished writing style.



Types of Sentence Elements and How to Combine Them

Understanding the types of sentence elements is crucial before attempting to combine sentences

effectively.

Basic Sentence Elements

- Subjects: Who or what the sentence is about.

- Verbs: The action or state of being.

- Objects: Receptions of action.

- Modifiers: Words or phrases that provide additional information.

- Clauses: Groups of words containing a subject and predicate; can be independent or dependent.

Common Methods of Combining Elements

1. Using Coordinating Conjunctions: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so (FANBOYS)
2. Using Subordinating Conjunctions: because, although, since, unless, while, whereas
3. Using Relative Pronouns: who, whom, whose, which, that

4. Using Punctuation: semicolons, colons, dashes

Analyzing the Process: Changing Italicized Parts for Correct

Sentence Combination

The core challenge in such exercises involves identifying the most appropriate method of combination by
modifying the italicized portions. This requires a nuanced understanding of grammatical rules, logical

relationships, and stylistic considerations.

Understanding the Italicized Elements

In such tasks, the italicized parts often represent:

- A phrase or clause that needs to be integrated with another.

- A transitional phrase that can be connected via conjunctions.



- An adjective or adverb that modifies the relationship between ideas.

The key is to analyze what role the italicized element plays and how it can be best incorporated into the

main sentence to produce a grammatically correct and meaningful combined sentence.

Steps to Correctly Combine Sentences with Italicized Elements

1. Identify the Relationship: Determine whether the sentences are related by cause and effect, contrast,
addition, or time.

2. Decide on the Type of Connection: Choose an appropriate conjunction or relative pronoun.

3. Modify the Italicized Part: Change it into a phrase, clause, or modifier that fits smoothly.

4. Ensure Grammatical Consistency: Check tense, agreement, and punctuation.

5. Evaluate the Result: Confirm that the combined sentence preserves original meaning and improves

clarity.

Practical Examples and Analytical Breakdown

Let’s explore some common scenarios where changing the italicized parts leads to correct sentence

combination.

Example 1: Combining Two Independent Sentences

- Original Sentences:
1. The weather was cold. (Italized)
2. We stayed indoors.

- Possible combination:

- Because the weather was cold, we stayed indoors.

Analysis:

- The italicized phrase "The weather was cold" is a complete thought.

- To combine, we turn it into a subordinate clause starting with "because."

- The change involves adding "Because” and ensuring the sentence remains logical and grammatically

correct.



Example 2: Linking a Clause with a Relative Pronoun

- Original Sentences:
1. The book is on the table. (Italized)
2. I bought it yesterday.

- Possible combination:
- The book that I bought yesterday is on the table.

Analysis:

- The italicized part "The book" can be modified using a relative clause.

- Adding "that I bought yesterday” provides additional information, linking the ideas cohesively.

Example 3: Combining Elements with Coordinating Conjunctions

- Original Sentences:
1. She is talented. (Italized)
2. She works hard.

- Possible combination:

- She is talented and works hard.

Analysis:
- The conjunction "and" links two related ideas.

- The italicized phrase "She is talented" remains unchanged; only the connecting word is added.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

While the process of combining sentences may seem straightforward, several pitfalls can hinder correctness

and clarity.

Pitfall 1: Fragmented or Run-on Sentences

- Overly aggressive combination can lead to sentence fragments or run-ons.

- Solution: Always ensure that the combined sentence has a clear subject and predicate and that punctuation



is correctly used.

Pitfall 2: Incorrect Use of Conjunctions or Relative Pronouns

- Using "but" instead of "because" can change the intended meaning.

- Solution: Analyze the relationship between ideas carefully before selecting conjunctions.

Pitfall 3: Changing Meaning or Emphasis

- Incorrect modification can distort the original message.
- Solution: Compare the original sentences and verify that the combined sentence maintains the intended

emphasis and meaning.

Strategies for Practice and Mastery

To develop proficiency in choosing the correct sentence that combines elements by changing the italicized

parts, consider the following strategies:

1. Practice with Varied Sentences: Regularly work on exercises involving different types of sentence
elements.

2. Focus on Relationships: Always identify whether the ideas are contrasted, causal, additive, or temporal.
3. Learn and Memorize Common Patterns: Recognize common conjunctions and relative pronouns and
their typical use cases.

4. Review and Edit: After forming a combined sentence, review for grammatical correctness and clarity.

5. Seek Feedback: Use peer or instructor feedback to refine your skills.

Conclusion: The Art and Science of Sentence Combination

Mastering the skill of choosing the correct sentence that combines elements by changing the italicized
portions is a nuanced task that balances grammatical rules with logical relationships. It requires a keen eye
for detail, an understanding of sentence structure, and the ability to adapt parts of sentences into cohesive

units without compromising meaning. As language users and writers, honing this skill enhances our ability



to communicate ideas efficiently and effectively, contributing to clearer expression and more engaging

narratives.

In practice, this involves meticulous analysis of sentence components, thoughtful selection of conjunctions
or relative pronouns, and precise modification of sentence elements. Whether in academic writing,
professional communication, or everyday language, the ability to combine sentences skillfully is invaluable.
By engaging with diverse exercises and adhering to grammatical principles, learners can develop this

competency, leading to more polished and persuasive writing.

In essence, choosing the correct sentence that combines elements by appropriately changing the italicized

parts is both an art and a science—an essential skill that elevates the quality of communication.

Choose The Sentence That Correctly Combines The Sentences
Or Sentence Elements By Changing The Italicized

Choose The Sentence That Correctly Combines The Sentences Or Sentence Elements By Changing
The Italicized

Related Articles

¢ A Pilot Is Planning His Flight To An Airport Which Is 400km Southeast Of His Starting
Location. His Plane

e Fill In The Blank: A Focuses On Communicating The Products Benefits To The Consumer
So As To Create

e Determine Whether Each Matrix Has An Inverse. If An Inverse Matrix Exists, Find It. If It Does
Not Exist

Back to Home


https://sip.evo9x.com/ma37/choose-the-sentence-that-correctly-combines-the-sentences-or-sentence-elements-by-changing-the-italicized.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma37/choose-the-sentence-that-correctly-combines-the-sentences-or-sentence-elements-by-changing-the-italicized.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma37/a-pilot-is-planning-his-flight-to-an-airport-which-is-400km-southeast-of-his-starting-location-his-plane.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma37/a-pilot-is-planning-his-flight-to-an-airport-which-is-400km-southeast-of-his-starting-location-his-plane.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma37/fill-in-the-blank-a-focuses-on-communicating-the-products-benefits-to-the-consumer-so-as-to-create.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma37/fill-in-the-blank-a-focuses-on-communicating-the-products-benefits-to-the-consumer-so-as-to-create.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma37/determine-whether-each-matrix-has-an-inverse-if-an-inverse-matrix-exists-find-it-if-it-does-not-exist.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma37/determine-whether-each-matrix-has-an-inverse-if-an-inverse-matrix-exists-find-it-if-it-does-not-exist.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com

