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Understanding the correct usage of "to wear" and "wearing" can be confusing for many English
learners. These two forms are closely related but serve different grammatical functions and
contexts. Mastering their correct application not only improves your grammatical accuracy but also
enhances your overall fluency and confidence in English communication. In this comprehensive
guide, we will explore how to complete sentences correctly with "to wear" or "wearing," explain the
differences between these forms, and provide practical tips for identifying which form to use in
various contexts.

---

Understanding "To Wear" and "Wearing"

Before diving into sentence completion exercises, it’s essential to grasp the fundamental differences
between "to wear" and "wearing."

The Infinitive Form: "To Wear"
- Definition: "To wear" is the base form of the verb in its infinitive form.
- Usage: It often appears after modal verbs, certain adjectives, or as part of an infinitive phrase. It
indicates purpose, intention, or future action.
- Example sentences:
- I want to wear my new shoes.
- She decided to wear a red dress.
- It’s important to wear a helmet when riding a bike.

The Present Participle/Gerund: "Wearing"
- Definition: "Wearing" is the present participle of "to wear," often used as a gerund or in continuous
tenses.
- Usage: It describes an ongoing action, a state, or functions as a noun.
- Example sentences:
- She is wearing a beautiful necklace.
- Wearing sunglasses can protect your eyes from UV rays.
- I saw him wearing a hat yesterday.

---



When to Use "To Wear" and "Wearing"

Understanding when to use each form is crucial for grammatical correctness.

Use "To Wear" in the Following Contexts:
- After certain verbs expressing desire, intention, or obligation:
- want, need, decide, plan, hope, like, would like, have to
- When expressing purpose or goal:
- I bought these shoes to wear at the party.
- In infinitive phrases indicating a future action:
- She’s ready to wear her new outfit.

Use "Wearing" in the Following Contexts:
- To describe what someone is currently doing or what is happening at the moment:
- She is wearing a red dress.
- When talking about habitual actions or general states:
- He enjoys wearing comfortable clothes.
- To describe ongoing situations:
- They are wearing uniforms.

---

Complete The Sentences With "To Wear" Or "Wearing"

Now, let’s practice applying these rules through sentence completion exercises. Below, you'll find
sentences that require the correct form—either "to wear" or "wearing." After each, you can tick the
option that is correct for you.

Example Exercise:

1. I can't stand __________ (to wear / wearing) uncomfortable shoes.

Correct answer: wearing

---

Detailed Sentence Completion Exercises

1. I can't stand __________ (to wear / wearing) tight clothes.
2. She decided __________ (to wear / wearing) a suit for her interview.



3. Are you interested in __________ (to wear / wearing) vintage clothing?
4. They plan __________ (to wear / wearing) matching costumes for the party.
5. He is excited about __________ (to wear / wearing) his new watch.
6. It’s difficult __________ (to wear / wearing) sunglasses when it’s cloudy.
7. We need __________ (to wear / wearing) safety gear before entering the construction site.
8. I saw her __________ (to wear / wearing) a beautiful hat at the event.
9. Do you prefer __________ (to wear / wearing) casual or formal attire?
10. The children are happy __________ (to wear / wearing) their school uniforms.

---

Tips for Choosing Between "To Wear" and "Wearing"

Choosing the correct form depends on the context and sentence structure. Here are some practical
tips:

Identify the main action: Is the sentence describing an ongoing action or a future/purpose?
Use "wearing" for ongoing actions; "to wear" for purposes or intentions.

Look for auxiliary verbs: Verbs like "is," "was," "are," "will," often require "wearing" to
indicate continuous actions.

Check the sentence's verb pattern: After modal verbs or adjectives expressing desire or
obligation, use "to wear."

Use context clues: Think about whether the sentence is about current activity ("wearing") or
a planned/purposeful action ("to wear").

---

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Even experienced English speakers make mistakes with "to wear" and "wearing." Here are some
common pitfalls:

Using "to wear" instead of "wearing" when describing current actions:

Incorrect: She is to wear a dress now.

Correct: She is wearing a dress now.



Using "wearing" when expressing intention or future plans:

Incorrect: I plan on wearing my new shoes tomorrow.

Correct: I plan to wear my new shoes tomorrow.

---

Practice Makes Perfect

To become comfortable with "to wear" and "wearing," practice is key. Consider creating your own
sentences or exercises, and seek feedback from teachers or language partners. Regularly reading
and listening to English content will also reinforce correct usage.

---

Summary

| When to Use "To Wear" | When to Use "Wearing" |
|------------------------------------------------------------------|----------------------------------------------------------------------|
| To express intention, purpose, or future plans | To describe current actions or ongoing states |
| After modal verbs like want, need, decide, plan | When describing what someone is doing at the
moment |
| In infinitive phrases indicating a goal or purpose | To talk about habitual actions or general
situations |

---

Final Tips for Learners

- Always consider the tense and context of your sentence.
- Remember that "wearing" often accompanies forms of "to be" (am, is, are) to indicate ongoing
activity.
- Use "to wear" when expressing intentions, plans, or purposes.
- Practice regularly with exercises and real-life examples to internalize the correct usage.

---



Conclusion

Mastering the difference between "to wear" and "wearing" enhances your grammatical precision and
helps you communicate more naturally. By understanding their specific contexts and practicing
sentence completion exercises, you'll be able to confidently choose the correct form in any situation.
Keep practicing, stay attentive to context, and soon these forms will become second nature in your
English language skills.

---

Remember: Practice makes perfect! Keep challenging yourself with exercises, and don't hesitate to
seek feedback or clarification as you improve your understanding of "to wear" and "wearing."

Frequently Asked Questions

Complete the sentence: I can't stand ___ uncomfortable shoes
all day.
wearing

Complete the sentence: I can't stand ___ formal attire to casual
events.
wearing

Tick the sentence that applies to you: I prefer ___ sneakers
over dress shoes.
wearing

Complete the sentence: I can't stand ___ tight clothing that
restricts movement.
wearing

Tick the sentence that applies to you: I dislike ___ accessories
that are uncomfortable.
wearing



Additional Resources
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---

Understanding the Nuance: To Wear or Wearing?

Language is a dynamic and intricate tool that reflects our thoughts, emotions, and daily interactions.
Among the many grammatical nuances, the choice between "to wear" and "wearing" often causes
confusion, especially in constructing sentences that express preferences, habits, or dislikes. This
article aims to clarify these distinctions through detailed explanations, examples, and practical tips,
helping readers improve their grammatical precision and express themselves more clearly.

---

The Foundations: Infinitive vs. Gerund

Before diving into specific sentence constructions, it's essential to understand the basic grammatical
categories involved:

- Infinitive ("to wear"): The base form of a verb preceded by "to." It often indicates purpose,
intention, or a general action.

- Gerund ("wearing"): The "-ing" form of a verb acting as a noun. It typically describes an ongoing or
habitual action or state.

These forms influence sentence structure and meaning, and their correct use depends on context
and the verb or expression they accompany.

---

When to Use "To Wear"

"To wear" functions primarily as an infinitive, often following certain verbs, adjectives, or
expressions. It tends to highlight purpose, intention, or a specific state related to the act of wearing.

Common contexts include:

- Expressing purpose or intention:
- "I went to the store to wear my new jacket." (Though less common in this form, the infinitive
emphasizes purpose.)

- After certain verbs:
- "She decided to wear the red dress."
- "He plans to wear a suit to the interview."

- In formal or literary contexts:
- "He was eager to wear his medals."



Example sentences:

- I want to wear comfortable shoes when I walk all day.
- She hopes to wear her new outfit to the party.
- They are learning to wear protective gear during sports.

In these cases, "to wear" conveys a purposeful action or intention, often linked to future plans or
desires.

---

When to Use "Wearing"

"Wearing" is the gerund form, often used to describe ongoing actions, habitual states, or as a noun
phrase. It is commonly used:

- To describe what someone currently has on:
- "She was wearing a beautiful dress."

- To express feelings or opinions about current attire:
- "I can't stand wearing tight shoes."

- To describe a habitual or typical action:
- "He is always wearing sunglasses."

- In phrases that describe inconvenience or discomfort:
- "I dislike wearing heavy jewelry."

Example sentences:

- I can't stand wearing uncomfortable clothes.
- He was wearing a hat when I saw him.
- They are wearing uniforms at school.
- We spend hours wearing our hiking gear.

In these contexts, "wearing" emphasizes the ongoing, habitual, or current state of having clothes or
accessories on.

---

Expressing Dislike: "I Can't Stand"

The phrase "I can't stand" is a powerful way to express strong dislike or frustration about something,
often followed by a gerund ("wearing").

Common constructions:

- "I can't stand wearing tight shoes."
- "She can't stand wearing socks in summer."

Using "wearing" after "I can't stand" naturally emphasizes the discomfort or annoyance associated



with the act or state of wearing certain clothing or accessories.

Why "wearing" fits here:

- It refers to an ongoing or habitual action.
- It conveys a sense of annoyance or discomfort with an activity that is currently or repeatedly
happening.
- It aligns with the grammatical structure of expressing dislikes about an ongoing action.

---

Practical Examples and Usage Tips

To help solidify understanding, here are detailed examples illustrating when to use "to wear" versus
"wearing," especially in expressing preferences or dislikes.

| Scenario | Correct Usage | Explanation |
|------------|-----------------|-------------|
| Talking about future plans | "I plan to wear a tuxedo." | Infinitive indicates intention. |
| Describing what someone is doing now | "She is wearing a red scarf." | Gerund describes the
current state. |
| Expressing dislike about habits | "I can't stand wearing uncomfortable shoes." | Gerund used for
ongoing or habitual dislike. |
| Mentioning purpose or reason | "He bought this jacket to wear during winter." | Infinitive indicates
purpose. |

---

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Despite clear rules, learners often make mistakes with "to wear" and "wearing." Here are some
pitfalls with solutions:

1. Confusing purpose and action:

- Incorrect: "I want wearing this hat."
- Correct: "I want to wear this hat." (Infinitive for purpose)

2. Using "to wear" instead of "wearing" in expressing dislikes:

- Incorrect: "I can't stand to wear uncomfortable shoes."
- Correct: "I can't stand wearing uncomfortable shoes." (Gerund for ongoing dislike)

3. Overgeneralizing the use:

- Some might say, "I prefer to wear casual clothes." — correct, as it indicates preference.
- But for ongoing discomfort, "I dislike wearing formal attire" is more natural.

---

Practical Tips for Mastery



- Use "to wear" when discussing plans, intentions, or purpose.
- Use "wearing" when describing the current state, ongoing actions, or expressing dislikes about
what you have on or do habitually.
- When expressing strong dislike about an ongoing activity, "I can't stand" is naturally followed by
"wearing."

Summary

Choosing between "to wear" and "wearing" hinges on understanding their grammatical roles and the
context of the sentence. Infinitives ("to wear") are often associated with purpose, plans, or
intentions, whereas gerunds ("wearing") are used to describe ongoing actions, habitual behaviors, or
feelings about wearing something.

---

Final Reflection: Tick the Sentences That Are For You

To reinforce your understanding, consider the following sentences. Tick the ones that resonate with
your experiences or preferences related to wearing clothes, accessories, or expressing discomfort.

1. I can't stand wearing tight shoes.
2. I want to wear this dress to the wedding.
3. He plans to wear his new watch during the trip.
4. She is wearing her favorite necklace today.
5. I dislike wearing formal clothes on weekends.
6. They decided to wear costumes for the party.
7. I can't stand to wear uncomfortable socks.
8. We are wearing matching T-shirts at the event.

By reviewing these, you can assess where you stand regarding the use of "to wear" and "wearing"
and identify areas for further practice.

---

Conclusion

Mastering the distinction between "to wear" and "wearing" enhances both your grammatical
accuracy and your ability to articulate preferences, habits, and intentions related to clothing and
accessories. Remember, "to wear" often signals purpose or future plans, while "wearing" captures
ongoing actions or states. With practice, you'll find it easier to craft clear, correct, and expressive
sentences that effectively communicate your thoughts and feelings about what you wear.
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