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Exercise 2 Choose The Verb In Parentheses That Agrees With The Subject. Write
Your Choice In The Blank. If you're working on improving your grammar skills,
particularly in understanding subject-verb agreement, you're in the right
place. This type of exercise is essential for mastering English grammar
because it helps ensure that your sentences are correct and clear. Proper
verb agreement not only enhances your writing but also helps you communicate
more effectively. In this article, we'll explore the importance of choosing
the correct verb form, provide examples, and offer tips to excel in such
exercises.

Understanding Subject-Verb Agreement

What Is Subject-Verb Agreement?

Subject-verb agreement refers to the grammatical rule that the subject of a
sentence must correspond in number with the verb. If the subject is singular,
the verb must be singular; if the subject is plural, the verb must be plural.
For example:

- Singular: The cat sits on the mat.

- Plural: The cats sit on the mat.

Why Is It Important?

Proper agreement ensures that sentences are grammatically correct, which:
- Enhances clarity and readability.

- Prevents misunderstandings.

- Demonstrates your mastery of English grammar.

- Contributes to a professional tone in formal writing.

Common Challenges in Choosing the Correct Verb

1. Singular vs. Plural Subjects

One of the most common difficulties is determining whether the subject is



singular or plural, especially when dealing with collective nouns or
indefinite pronouns.

2. Compound Subjects

When a sentence has multiple subjects joined by "and," the verb usually takes
the plural form:
- The teacher and the student are discussing the project.

However, if the subjects are considered a single unit, a singular verb may be
appropriate:
- Bread and butter is on the table.

3. Indefinite Pronouns

Some pronouns are always singular (e.g., everyone, somebody), while others
are always plural (e.g., several, many). Be attentive to these differences
when choosing the verb.

Strategies for Correct Verb Choice in Exercises

1. Identify the Subject First

Before selecting the verb, carefully identify the subject of the sentence.
Ask yourself:

- Who or what is doing the action?

- Is the subject singular or plural?

2. Recognize Tricky Subjects

Be aware of subjects that may seem plural but are singular or vice versa,
such as:

- Each of the students has submitted their assignment.

- Neither of the options is correct.

3. Use Context Clues

Sometimes, the surrounding sentence provides hints about whether the subject
is singular or plural.



Examples of Exercise 2: Choosing The Correct
Verb

Let's look at some sample sentences where you need to choose the correct form
of the verb in parentheses:

1. My brother (go/goes) to the gym every morning.
2. The list of items (is/are) on the table.
3. Neither the teachers nor the principal (was/were) available for
comments.
4. Each of the students (has/have) completed their assignments.
5. Five dollars (is/are) not enough to buy the book.
6. The team (win/wins) the championship every year.
7. Either the manager or the employees (has/have) to prepare the
report.
8. The data (suggest/suggests) a positive trend.
Answers:
1. goes
2. 1is
3. was
4. has
5. is
6. wins
7. have
8. suggest

Tips for Excelling in Subject-Verb Agreement
Exercises

1. Memorize Common Rules

Familiarize yourself with rules such as:

- Singular subjects take singular verbs.

- Plural subjects take plural verbs.

- Indefinite pronouns like everyone, somebody, each, and either are singular.



- When subjects are joined by "and," use a plural verb unless they form a
single unit.

2. Practice Regularly

Consistent practice with exercises similar to Exercise 2 enhances your
understanding and speed.

3. Read and Listen Actively

Reading books, articles, and listening to well-spoken English can help
internalize correct verb forms.

4. Use Grammar Resources

Leverage grammar books, online quizzes, and apps designed to improve your
understanding of subject-verb agreement.

Conclusion

Mastering the art of choosing the correct verb that agrees with the subject
in exercises like Exercise 2 is vital for effective communication in English.
Whether you're writing essays, emails, or participating in exams, correct
subject-verb agreement elevates your language skills. Remember to identify
the subject clearly, consider tricky cases, and practice regularly. With
patience and consistent effort, you'll find that selecting the right verb
becomes second nature, improving both your writing and speaking skills. Keep
practicing, and you'll see progress in your grasp of English grammar!

Frequently Asked Questions

In the sentence 'The dog (bark/barks) loudly at
night,' which verb should be chosen?

barks

Choose the correct verb: 'They (is/are) going to the
market tomorrow.'

are



Fill in the blank: 'She (run/runs) every morning to
stay fit.'

runs

Select the proper verb: 'My friends (like/likes) to
play soccer on weekends.'

like

In the sentence 'The teacher (teach/teaches) us
English,' which verb is correct?

teaches

Choose the right form: 'The books (is/are) on the
table.'

are

Fill in the blank: 'He (have/has) a new bicycle.'

has

Select the correct verb: 'The children (play/plays)
in the park every afternoon.'

play

In the sentence 'It (seem/seems) like a good idea,’
which verb should be used?

seems

Additional Resources

Exercise 2: Choose The Verb In Parentheses That Agrees With The Subject — A
Deep Dive into Grammar Precision and Pedagogical Strategies

In the realm of language education, particularly in the development of
English grammar skills, exercises designed to hone students’ understanding of
subject-verb agreement are fundamental. Among these, "Exercise 2: Choose The
Verb In Parentheses That Agrees With The Subject" stands out as a common yet
critically important activity. This review explores the pedagogical value,
common challenges, and effective strategies associated with this exercise



type, providing insights for educators, students, and curriculum designers
committed to mastering grammatical accuracy.

The Significance of Subject-Verb Agreement in
English Grammar

Subject-verb agreement is a cornerstone of grammatical correctness and
clarity in English. It ensures that sentences are coherent and that the
relationship between the subject and predicate is unambiguous. For example,
in the sentence "The dog barks," the singular subject "dog" agrees with the
singular verb "barks." Conversely, "The dogs bark" demonstrates the agreement
with a plural subject and a plural verb.

Why is subject-verb agreement so critical?

- Clarity and Precision: Proper agreement ensures that sentences accurately
convey meaning without confusion.

- Grammatical Correctness: It is a fundamental rule tested in language
proficiency exams, writing assessments, and standardized tests.

- Professional and Academic Credibility: Proper grammar enhances the
credibility of written work.

Given these reasons, exercises that reinforce understanding of subject-verb
agreement are vital educational tools.

Analyzing the Structure of "Exercise 2": An
Overview

"Exercise 2: Choose The Verb In Parentheses That Agrees With The Subject"
typically presents sentences with blank spaces where students select the
correct form of a verb from multiple options. These exercises are designed to
test and reinforce understanding of various grammatical constructs,
including:

- Singular vs. plural subjects

- Compound subjects

- Indefinite pronouns

- Collective nouns

- Complex sentences with intervening words

Sample Exercise Format:



The list of sentences might look like this:

The bouquet of flowers (smell / smells) wonderful.

Neither of the students (has / have) submitted the assignment.
The team (is / are) winning the match.

Each of the players (was / were) given a medal.

A WNBR

In each case, students must identify whether the subject is singular or
plural and choose the verb that correctly agrees.

Common Challenges in Mastering Subject-Verb
Agreement

Despite its fundamental nature, students often encounter difficulties with
subject-verb agreement. These challenges can be categorized as follows:

1. Confusion with Indefinite Pronouns

Pronouns like everyone, someone, each, neither, and everybody are singular
and require singular verbs, even if they refer to multiple people.

Example:
Incorrect: Everyone have finished their work.
Correct: Everyone has finished their work.

2. Collective Nouns

Depending on whether the collective noun is considered as a unit or as
individual members, the verb can be singular or plural.

Examples:
Singular: The committee approves the policy.
Plural: The committee are arguing among themselves.

3. Compound Subjects

Subjects joined by and usually take a plural verb, but exceptions exist,
especially with certain compound nouns or when the subjects are considered a
single entity.



Examples:
Plural: Tom and Jerry are friends.
Singular: Peanut butter and jelly is my favorite snack.

4. Intervening Phrases and Clauses

Phrases like along with, as well as, including, and not can distract from the
main subject, leading to errors.

Example:

Incorrect: The teacher, along with the students, was excited.
Correct: The teacher, along with the students, was excited.

5. Complex Sentences and Multiple Subjects

In sentences with multiple subjects connected by or, nor, or either...or, the
verb agrees with the subject closest to the verb.

Example:
Either the manager or the employees are responsible.
Neither the students nor the teacher is available.

Pedagogical Strategies for Effective Practice

To maximize learning outcomes from exercises like Exercise 2, educators can
employ several strategies:

1. Explicit Teaching of Rules and Exceptions

Begin with clear explanations of basic rules, then introduce common
exceptions. Visual aids, charts, and tables help in internalizing these
rules.

2. Contextualized Practice

Use sentences that relate to students’ interests or real-life scenarios,
making the exercises more engaging and meaningful.



3. Categorization and Pattern Recognition

Encourage students to identify patterns, such as recognizing indefinite
pronouns or collective nouns, to facilitate rule application.

4. Error Analysis and Feedback

Review incorrect answers with students to clarify misconceptions and
reinforce correct understanding.

5. Progressive Difficulty

Start with straightforward sentences before gradually introducing complex
structures, ensuring steady skill development.

6. Incorporation of Technology and Interactive Tools

Use online quizzes, interactive grammar games, and mobile apps to provide
immediate feedback and varied practice opportunities.

Sample Exercises and Their Pedagogical Value

Here are sample exercises of the type discussed, along with their intended
learning outcomes:

1. Simple Subject-Verb Agreement
The cat (sleep / sleeps) on the mat.
OQutcome: Reinforce basic singular vs. plural verb forms.

2. Indefinite Pronouns
Everyone (bring / brings) their own lunch.
Outcome: Understand singular verb agreement with indefinite pronouns.

3. Compound Subjects
Neither the teacher nor the students (was / were) ready.
Outcome: Practice agreement with compound subjects connected by nor.

4. Collective Nouns
The jury (delays / delay) the verdict.
Outcome: Differentiate between singular and plural uses of collective nouns.



5. Complex Sentences
The manager, as well as his assistants, (is / are) attending the meeting.
Outcome: Recognize the influence of intervening phrases on verb agreement.

Conclusion: The Essential Role of Precision in
Language Learning

"Exercise 2: Choose The Verb In Parentheses That Agrees With The Subject"
encapsulates a fundamental aspect of language mastery — the precision of
agreement. While seemingly straightforward, mastery requires understanding
nuanced rules, recognizing exceptions, and applying them consistently across
various sentence structures.

For educators, designing and implementing these exercises with a strategic
approach—balancing rule instruction, contextual practice, and feedback—can
significantly enhance students’ grammatical competence. For learners,
diligent practice with these exercises builds confidence, improves writing
clarity, and prepares them for more advanced language tasks.

Ultimately, subject-verb agreement exercises are not merely academic drills
but vital tools that foster clarity, professionalism, and effective
communication. As language users become more adept at recognizing and
applying correct agreement, they contribute to a more precise and expressive
use of English—an achievement that resonates across academic, professional,
and personal domains.
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