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Mastering the fundamentals of sentence structure is essential for effective
communication and clear writing. One of the foundational skills in English
grammar is identifying the simple subject and recognizing verbal phrases
within sentences. This exercise, titled Exercise 2 Underline The Simple
Subject. Identify The Verbal Or Verbal Phrase In Each Sentence By Drawing, is
designed to sharpen your grammatical skills through practical application.

Understanding how to distinguish between the main noun or pronoun in a
sentence (the simple subject) and the verbal or verbal phrase (a word or
group of words that function as a verb but are not the main verb) is crucial
for parsing sentences accurately. This exercise involves underlining the
simple subject and drawing or highlighting the verbal or verbal phrase to
visualize their roles within sentences. Such practice enhances comprehension,
writing accuracy, and prepares students for more advanced grammar topics.

Why Is This Exercise Important?

Before diving into the specifics, it’s vital to understand the significance
of this exercise in mastering English grammar:

e Improves sentence analysis skills: Recognizing the simple subject and
verbal phrases allows you to parse sentences correctly, leading to
better understanding and editing skills.

e Enhances writing clarity: Knowing the structure of sentences helps in
constructing clear and grammatically correct sentences.

e Prepares for advanced grammar: Identification of verbal phrases is
foundational for understanding complex sentence structures, such as
clauses and phrases.

e Boosts standardized test performance: Many exams assess knowledge of



sentence components, making this exercise valuable for test prep.

Understanding Key Concepts

What Is a Simple Subject?

The simple subject of a sentence is the main noun or pronoun that tells whom
or what the sentence is about. It is often a single word but can sometimes be
a phrase. For example:

e The dog barked loudly. (Simple subject: The dog)

e Running fast is his favorite activity. (Simple subject: Running)

What Is a Verbal or Verbal Phrase?

Verbal phrases are groups of words that contain a verb form but act in a
different capacity within the sentence. The main types of verbals are:

e Infinitives: To + verb (e.g., to run, to eat)
e Participles: Verb forms ending in -ing or -ed (e.g., running, cooked)

e Gerunds: Verb forms ending in -ing that function as nouns (e.g.,
running, swimming)

Verbal phrases include these verbals along with any accompanying words. For
example:

e To eat the cake is her goal. (Verbal phrase: To eat the cake)

e Running swiftly helped him win the race. (Verbal phrase: Running
swiftly)



How To Approach the Exercise

This exercise requires two main steps for each sentence:

1. Underline the simple subject: Identify the main noun or pronoun that the
sentence is about and underline it.

2. Identify and draw the verbal or verbal phrase: Spot the verbal or verbal

phrase and draw a circle or highlight it to distinguish it from the rest
of the sentence.

Practicing these steps systematically will improve your grammatical analysis
skills. Below are some tips:

e Read each sentence carefully, focusing on the main noun or pronoun first
to find the simple subject.

e Look for verbals like to + verb, -ing verbs, or -ed forms that act as
nouns, adjectives, or adverbs.

e When in doubt, ask yourself: "Who or what is this sentence about?" for

the subject, and "What is the verb or verbal phrase doing?" for the
action or description.

Sample Sentences for Practice

Let’s explore some example sentences and demonstrate how to complete this
exercise:

Example 1

She loves to read books on weekends.

e Simple Subject: She

e Verbal or Verbal Phrase: to read books on weekends




Example 2

The children playing in the park are my neighbors.

e Simple Subject: The children

e Verbal or Verbal Phrase: playing in the park

Example 3

Running every morning keeps me healthy.

e Simple Subject: Running

e Verbal or Verbal Phrase: (None explicitly, but "Running every morning
is a gerund phrase acting as the subject)

Practice Exercises for Learners

Below are some sentences for you to practice. Try to follow the steps
outlined above:

1. The cat sleeping on the sofa is very lazy.
2. I plan to visit the museum tomorrow.

3. Swimming in the ocean is fun during summer.
4. They are building a new school nearby.

5. To learn a new language requires dedication.

Answers and Explanations

After attempting the exercises, compare your answers with the explanations
below:



Sentence 1

The cat sleeping on the sofa is very lazy.

e Simple Subject: The cat

e Verbal or Verbal Phrase: sleeping on the sofa

Sentence 2

I plan to visit the museum tomorrow.
e Simple Subject: I

e Verbal or Verbal Phrase: to visit the museum

Sentence 3

Swimming in the ocean is fun during summer.
e Simple Subject: Swimming

e Verbal or Verbal Phrase: Swimming in the ocean

Sentence 4

They are building a new school nearby.
e Simple Subject: They

e Verbal or Verbal Phrase: building a new school

Sentence 5

To learn a new language requires dedication.

e Simple Subject: To learn a new language (a noun phrase acting as the
subject)




e Verbal or Verbal Phrase: To learn a new language

Tips for Success in This Exercise

e Practice regularly to become familiar with identifying subjects and
verbal phrases quickly.

e Remember that sometimes the simple subject can be a pronoun like "it,"
"she," "they," or a phrase.

e Verbal phrases can sometimes be tricky; look for words starting with
"to" or ending in "-ing" or "-ed" that act as nouns or modifiers.

e Use diagramming or drawing techniques to visualize sentence structures,
which helps reinforce learning.

Conclusion

The exercise Underline The Simple Subject. Identify The Verbal Or Verbal
Phrase In Each Sentence By Drawing is an excellent way to deepen your
understanding of sentence components. By consistently practicing this skill,
you will improve your grammatical accuracy, sentence analysis, and overall
writing clarity. Remember, mastery of basic grammar paves the way for
effective communication and academic success. Keep practicing with different
sentences, and soon you

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main goal of Exercise 2, which involves
underlining the simple subject?

The main goal is to help students identify the core noun or pronoun that the
sentence is about, known as the simple subject.

How can I identify the verbal or verbal phrase in a
sentence for this exercise?

Look for words that are forms of verbs or verb phrases, such as infinitives,
gerunds, or participles, and determine which part functions as a verbal or



verbal phrase within the sentence.

Why is it important to underline the simple subject
and identify verbals or verbal phrases in a
sentence?

It helps improve sentence analysis skills, enhances understanding of sentence
structure, and aids in correct grammar and punctuation usage.

Can you give an example of a sentence with its
simple subject and verbal phrase marked?

Sure! In the sentence 'Running quickly, she reached the finish line,' the
simple subject is 'she,' and the verbal phrase is 'Running quickly."'

What are common verbal phrases to look out for when
doing this exercise?

Common verbal phrases include infinitives (to run), gerunds (running), and
participial phrases (running quickly). Recognizing these helps in identifying
verbal elements in sentences.

Additional Resources

Exercise 2 Underline The Simple Subject. Identify The Verbal Or Verbal Phrase
In Each Sentence By Drawing is a fundamental practice for mastering sentence
structure in English grammar. Whether you're a student preparing for exams, a
teacher designing lesson plans, or a language enthusiast seeking clarity,
understanding how to identify the simple subject and distinguish verbals or
verbal phrases is crucial. This exercise sharpens your analytical skills by
encouraging you to dissect sentences carefully, improving your comprehension
and writing precision. In this comprehensive guide, we'll explore the
concepts behind this exercise, provide step-by-step instructions, offer
strategies for success, and include illustrative examples to ensure you
become confident in tackling similar tasks.

Understanding the Core Concepts

Before diving into the exercise, it's essential to understand the
foundational terms involved: simple subject, verbals, and verbal phrases.

What Is the Simple Subject?

The simple subject is the main noun or pronoun that the sentence is about. It
is the core element of the complete subject, which may include modifiers.



Recognizing the simple subject helps you grasp the sentence's main focus and
structure.

Example:

"The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog."
- Complete subject: The quick brown fox

- Simple subject: fox

What Are Verbals and Verbal Phrases?

Verbals are verbs used as other parts of speech. They do not function as the
main verb in a sentence but serve as nouns, adjectives, or adverbs. The main
types of verbals are:

- Infinitives: To + verb (e.g., to run)

- Gerunds: Verb + -ing functioning as a noun (e.g., running)

- Participles: Verb + -ing or -ed form functioning as an adjective (e.g.,
running, broken)

Verbal phrases are combinations of verbals with their complements, objects,
or modifiers, forming a phrase that acts as a noun, adjective, or adverb.

Examples:

- To read books quickly (infinitive phrase)
- Running every morning (gerund phrase)

- The broken window (participle phrase)

The Purpose of the Exercise
This exercise aims to:

- Practice identifying the simple subject within complex sentences

- Recognize and underline verbals or verbal phrases by drawing or marking
them

- Develop a deeper understanding of sentence structure and syntax

By consistently practicing this, you'll be able to analyze sentences more

effectively, which is beneficial for writing clarity and grammatical
accuracy.

Step-by-Step Guide to Completing the Exercise
Step 1: Read the Sentence Carefully
Begin by reading the entire sentence thoroughly. Pay attention to the overall

meaning and flow. This helps prevent missing key components or misidentifying
parts of the sentence.



Step 2: Find the Main Action or Focus

Identify what or whom the sentence is primarily about. Ask: Who or what is
the sentence about? This will point you towards the simple subject.

Step 3: Underline the Simple Subject

Once identified, underline the simple subject clearly. Remember, the simple
subject is usually a noun or pronoun, and it may be part of a larger complete
subject.

Step 4: Identify Verbals or Verbal Phrases

Next, look for words that resemble verbs but function differently, i.e.,
verbals. These can be tricky because they look like verbs but don't act as
the main verb of the sentence.

- Infinitives: Usually appear as to + verb
- Gerunds: End in -ing and function as nouns
- Participles: End in -ing or -ed and describe nouns

Draw a circle or a box around these verbals or verbal phrases to distinguish
them.

Step 5: Determine the Function of the Verbal or Verbal Phrase

Identify whether the verbal or verbal phrase functions as a noun, adjective,
or adverb in the sentence:

- Noun: Acts as the subject or object (e.g., To swim is fun.)

- Adjective: Describes a noun (e.g., The broken vase.)

- Adverb: Modifies a verb, adjective, or other adverb (e.g., She arrived to
surprise us.)

Step 6: Confirm Your Analysis

Check that your identified simple subject and verbal/verbal phrase make sense
within the sentence structure. Ensure that the verbal phrase is correctly
distinguished from the main verb, and that the simple subject is accurately
marked.

Visualizing the Exercise: Drawing and Marking

Creating visual cues helps reinforce understanding. Here's how to approach
it:

- Underline the simple subject with a single line.
- Draw a circle or box around the verbal or verbal phrase.
- Use different colors or styles to differentiate between subjects and verbal



phrases if desired.

Example:
"The students are eager to learn new skills."

Analysis:
- Simple subject: students — underline this.
- Verbal phrase: to learn new skills — circle or box this.

Sample Sentences with Guided Analysis

Let's examine some example sentences to solidify the process.
Example 1:

"The cat sitting on the windowsill is purring loudly."

- Step 1: Read the sentence.

- Step 2: Focus on who or what the sentence is about.

- Step 3: Simple subject: cat — underline it.

- Step 4: Look for verbal phrases: sitting on the windowsill — circle this.
- Step 5: Function: sitting is a participle describing cat (adjective).

- Result: The simple subject is cat; the participial phrase sitting on the
windowsill is a verbal phrase functioning as an adjective.

Example 2:
"To finish the project on time requires careful planning."

- Step 1: Read thoroughly.

- Step 2: The sentence is about what requires careful planning.

- Step 3: Simple subject: requires (but be cautious—here, the true subject is
the infinitive phrase To finish the project on time.)

- Step 4: Verbals: To finish the project on time — circle this.

- Step 5: Function: The infinitive phrase acts as the subject of the
sentence.

- Result: The simple subject is the infinitive phrase To finish the project
on time.

Tips for Success

- Look for keywords: Words like to, ing forms, and past participles can
signal verbals.

- Distinguish between main verbs and verbals: The main verb will be outside
the verbal phrase unless the verbal is the subject.

- Practice with varied sentences: Use sentences with different structures to
build confidence.



- Use brackets or colors: Marking parts visually aids comprehension.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them
Challenge 1: Confusing the Main Verb with Verbal Phrases

Solution: Always identify the main action in the sentence first. Then, look
for verbals that do not serve as the main verb.

Challenge 2: Misidentifying the Simple Subject

Solution: Ask yourself, "Who or what is this sentence about?" Focus on the
core noun or pronoun.

Challenge 3: Overlooking Verbals in Complex Sentences

Solution: Break the sentence into parts or clauses. Examine each clause
separately to find embedded verbals.

Practice Exercises for Reinforcement
To become proficient, practice with these sample sentences:

The students eager to learn participated actively.
Running every morning helps me stay healthy.

The book that was left on the table belongs to Sarah.
To succeed in life requires persistence and hard work.
The children playing in the yard are my cousins.

O~ WNR

For each, underline the simple subject and circle the verbal or verbal
phrase.

Final Thoughts

Mastering the skill of identifying the simple subject and verbal or verbal
phrase in sentences is a key step toward grammatical mastery. With consistent
practice, attention to detail, and the use of visual aids like drawing or
marking, you'll develop a keen eye for sentence structure. This not only
enhances your writing and editing skills but also deepens your understanding
of how English sentences are constructed. Remember, language is a puzzle—each
piece, whether a subject, verb, or verbal phrase, plays a vital role in
conveying clear and effective communication.

Keep practicing, and soon, recognizing the simple subject and verbal phrases
will become second nature!
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