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ExpLAIN WHAT RoLE Does CAPITALISM AND PATRIARCHY PLAY IN AMERICAN BEAUTY? WHAT IMAGESPROJECTED IN
TODAY’S CULTURAL LANDSCAPE, THE FILM AMERICAN BEAUTY (1999) SERVES AS A PIERCING CRITIQUE OF AMERICAN
SOCIETY, HIGHLIGHTING THE PERVASIVE INFLUENCE OF CAPITALISM AND PATRIARCHY ON INDIVIDUAL IDENTITY, SOCIETAL
EXPECTATIONS, AND CULTURAL NARRATIVES. RELEASED AT THE TURN OF THE MILLENNIUM, THE FILM EXPLORES THEMES OF
SUPERFICIAL BEAUTY, CONSUMERISM/ REPRESSION/ AND THE QUEST FOR AUTHENTIC FULFILLMENT. ANALYZING THESE THEMES
REVEALS HOW CAPITALISM AND PATRIARCHY SHAPE THE CHARACTERS' LIVES AND THE IMAGES THEY PROJECT, BOTH WITHIN THE
FILM AND IN TODAY'S MEDIA ENVIRONMENT.

UNDERSTANDING CAPITALISM AND PATRIARCHY IN AMERICAN BEAUTY

WHAT IS CAPITALISM’S ROLE?

CAPITALISM, AS AN ECONOMIC SYSTEM ROOTED IN PRIVATE OWNERSHIP AND PROFIT-DRIVEN MOTIVES, PROFOUNDLY INFLUENCES
THE CHARACTERS' LIVES IN AMERICAN BEAUTY. THE FILM UNDERSCORES HOW CONSUMERISM AND MATERIAL WEALTH ARE
INTERTWINED WITH NOTIONS OF SUCCESS AND HAPPINESS, OFTEN AT THE EXPENSE OF AUTHENTIC HUMAN CONNECTION.

KEY ASPECTS OF CAPITALISM DEPICTED IN THE FILM INCLUDE:

- THE OBSESSION WITH MATERIAL POSSESSIONS AS INDICATORS OF SELF-\WORTH.

- THE COMMODIFICATION OF BEAUTY AND YOUTH.

- THE PURSUIT OF STATUS THROUGH CONSUMER GOODS AND SUPERFICIAL APPEARANCES.
- THE INFLUENCE OF ADVERTISING AND MEDIA IN SHAPING DESIRES AND ASPIRATIONS.

For INSTANCE, LESTER BURNHAM’S TRANSFORMATION BEGINS WITH HIS REJECTION OF SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS TIED TO HIS JOB
AND MATERIAL SUCCESS, BUT ULTIMATELY REVEALS HOW DEEPLY INGRAINED CONSUMERIST VALUES ARE IN DEFINING PERSONAL
IDENTITY. THE HOUSE, CAR, AND AESTHETIC CHOICES BECOME SYMBOLS OF STATUS, YET THEY REMAIN HOLLOW
REPRESENTATIONS OF TRUE FULFILLMENT.

\WHAT IS PATRIARCHY’S ROLE?

PATRIARCHY/ A SOCIAL SYSTEM PRIVILEGING MALE AUTHORITY AND TRADITIONAL GENDER ROLES, IS EQUALLY CENTRAL TO THE
NARRATIVE. THE FILM EXPOSES HOW PATRIARCHAL EXPECTATIONS CONFINE INDIVIDUALS, PARTICULARLY WOMEN, AND
PERPETUATE CYCLES OF REPRESSION AND DISSATISFACTION.

MAIN PATRIARCHAL THEMES INCLUDE:

- THE OBJECTIFICATION AND SEXUALIZATION OF \WOMEN.

- THE SUPPRESSION OF AUTHENTIC EMOTIONAL EXPRESSION, ESPECIALLY FOR MEN.

- THE ENFORCEMENT OF TRADITIONAL GENDER ROLES, SUCH AS THE MALE BREADWINNER AND FEMALE HOMEMAKER.
- THE POWER DYNAMICS WITHIN FAMILY AND SOCIETAL STRUCTURES.

LESTER’S WIFE, CAROLYN, EXEMPLIFIES A WOMAN CAUGHT WITHIN THE CONFINES OF MATERIALISM AND SOCIETAL
EXPECTATIONS, OBSESSING OVER APPEARANCES AND SOCIAL STATUS. MEAN\X/HILE, ANGELA, THE HIGH SCHOOL CHEERLEADER,
EMBODIES THE OBJECTIFICATION OF FEMALE YOUTH FOR MALE VALIDATION, REFLECTING SOCIETAL FANTASIES ROOTED IN
PATRIARCHY.



IMAGES PROJECTED IN AMERICAN BEAUTY AND THEIR CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

SUPERFICIAL BEAUTY AND YOUTH

THE FILM CRITICALLY EXAMINES SOCIETY'S OBSESSION WITH OUTWARD APPEARANCES, EQUATING BEAUTY WITH WORTH AND
HAPPINESS. THE RECURRING MOTIF OF THE “ AMERICAN DREAM” IS PORTRAYED AS SUPERFICIAL, EMPHASIZING EXTERNAL
PERFECTION OVER INTERNAL AUTHENTICITY.

IN TODAY’S CONTEXT:

- SOCIAL MEDIA AMPLIFIES THIS OBSESSION, WITH CURATED IMAGES AND FILTERS PROMOTING UNREALISTIC STANDARDS.
- THE CONCEPT OF "BEAUTY" IS COMMODIFIED, INFLUENCING SELF-ESTEEM AND CONSUMER BEHAVIOR.

- YOUTHFUL APPEARANCE REMAINS A PRIZED ASSET, OFTEN AT THE EXPENSE OF MENTAL HEALTH.

THE IDEALIZED SUBURBAN LIFE

AMERICAN BEAUTY DEPICTS A SUBURBAN SETTING THAT SYMBOLIZES STABILITY AND SUCCESS BUT REVEALS UNDERLYING
DISSATISFACTION. THE IDYLLIC EXTERIOR MASKS COMPLEX PERSONAL STRUGGLES, ILLUSTRATING THE DISPARITY BET\WEEN
APPEARANCE AND REALITY.

CONTEMPORARY PARALLELS INCLUDE:

- THE CURATED PERFECTION OF SOCIAL MEDIA PROFILES.

- THE PRESSURE TO MAINTAIN AN IDEAL FAMILY OR LIFESTYLE IMAGE.

- THE RISE OF INFLUENCER CULTURE, WHICH OFTEN PROMOTES UNATTAINABLE STANDARDS.

CoNSUMERISM AND MATERIAL WEALTH

THE FILM’S EMPHASIS ON OWNING LUXURY ITEMS AND MAINTAINING A PERFECT HOME REFLECTS CAPITALISM’S EMPHASIS ON
MATERIAL SUCCESS AS A MEASURE OF PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT.

TODAY’S REFLECTION:

- CONSUMER CULTURE CONTINUES TO PRIORITIZE MATERIAL POSSESSIONS.

- ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS REINFORCE THE IDEA THAT HAPPINESS IS LINKED TO OWNING THE LATEST PRODUCTS.
- THe "KeerING UP WITH THE JONESES” MENTALITY PERSISTS, FUELING SOCIETAL COMPETITION.

REPRESSION AND AUTHENTICITY

CHARACTERS IN AMERICAN BEAUTY OFTEN SUPPRESS THEIR TRUE DESIRES DUE TO SOCIETAL AND FAMILIAL EXPECTATIONS. THIS
REPRESSION LEADS TO EXISTENTIAL CRISES AND TRAGIC OUTCOMES.

MODERN IMPLICATIONS:

- THE PREVALENT USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA TO PROJECT IDEALIZED PERSONAS, MASKING AUTHENTIC SELVES.
- THE MENTAL HEALTH CONSEQUENCES OF SUPPRESSING TRUE IDENTITIES.

- THE ONGOING STRUGGLE FOR GENUINE SELF-EXPRESSION IN A SOCIETY DRIVEN BY APPEARANCES.

IMPACT oF CAPITALISM AND PATRIARCHY ON CHARACTER DYNAMICS AND
PERSONAL IDENTITY



LesTER BURNHAM: REBELLION AGAINST SocIiETAL NORMS

LLESTER’S MIDLIFE CRISIS SYMBOLIZES A REJECTION OF THE CAPITALIST PURSUIT OF SUCCESS AND SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS. His
TRANSFORMATION INVOLVES ABANDONING HIS JOB, INDULGING IN PERSONAL PLEASURES, AND REJECTING SUPERFICIAL STANDARDS.

HO\X/EVER, HIS REBELLION ALSO HIGHLIGHTS:

- THE DIFFICULTY OF ESCAPING CAPITALIST AND PATRIARCHAL CONDITIONING.
- THE FLEETING NATURE OF SUPERFICIAL LIBERATION.

- THE SOCIETAL PRESSURE TO CONFORM, EVEN WHEN REBELLING.

CAROLYN BURNHAM: THE ROLE OF PATRIARCHY AND MATERIALISM

CAROLYN EMBODIES THE MATERIALISTIC WOMAN CONSTRAINED BY TRADITIONAL GENDER ROLES. HER OBSESSION WITH
APPEARANCES AND SOCIAL STATUS REFLECTS PATRIARCHY’S INFLUENCE ON WOMEN’S SELF-\WORTH.

HER CHARACTER ILLUSTRATES:

- THE SOCIETAL EXPECTATION FOR WOMEN TO MAINTAIN BEAUTY AND SUCCESS.

- THE SACRIFICE OF AUTHENTIC HAPPINESS FOR SOCIETAL APPROVAL.

- THE INTERNAL CONFLICT BETWEEN PERSONAL DESIRES AND EXTERNAL EXPECTATIONS.

THE YOUNG CHARACTERS: ANGELA AND JANE
ANGELA REPRESENTS THE OBJECTIFICATION OF FEMALE YOUTH, A PRODUCT OF PATRIARCHY’S EMPHASIS ON PHYSICAL BEAUTY.

JANE, LESTER’S DAUGHTER, STRUGGLES WITH HER IDENTITY AMIDST SOCIETAL PRESSURES TO CONFORM.

IN TODAY’S SOCIETY:

- THE SEXUALIZATION OF TEENAGE GIRLS IN MEDIA.

- THE PRESSURE ON YOUNG WOMEN TO MEET BEAUTY STANDARDS.
- THE INFLUENCE OF SOCIAL MEDIA ON ADOLESCENT SELF-ESTEEM.

THE INTERSECTION OF CAPITALISM, PATRIARCHY, AND MEDIA IN TODAY’S
IMAGE CULTURE

MeDIA’s ROLE IN SHAPING IDEALS

MEDIA PERPETUATES IMAGES OF PERFECTION—BE |T THROUGH ADVERTISING, TELEVISION, OR SOCIAL MEDIA—ENCOURAGING
INDIVIDUALS TO MEASURE THEIR WORTH AGAINST IDEALIZED STANDARDS.

KEY POINTS INCLUDE:

- THE PROLIFERATION OF FILTERS AND PHOTO EDITING TOOLS.

- THE PROMOTION OF CONSUMER GOODS AS GATEWAYS TO HAPPINESS.
- THE REINFORCEMENT OF GENDER STEREOTYPES AND BEAUTY IDEALS.

SoclAL MebIA AND SELF-IMAGE

PLATFORMS LIKE INSTAGRAM AND TIkTOK HAVE INTENSIFIED THE FOCUS ON APPEARANCE, YOUTH, AND MATERIAL POSSESSIONS,
OFTEN LEADING TO COMPARISON, ENVY, AND MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES.

IMPACTS INCLUDE:
- THE RISE OF INFLUENCER CULTURE PROMOTING CONSUMERISM.



- THE PRESSURE TO MAINTAIN A PERFECT ONLINE PERSONA.
- THE COMMODIFICATION OF PERSONAL IDENTITY.

CHALLENGES TO AUTHENTICITY
BOTH IN AMERICAN BEAUTY AND TODAY’S MEDIA LANDSCAPE, THERE IS AN ONGOING TENSION BETWEEN SUPERFICIAL IMAGES AND

AUTHENTIC SELF-EXPRESSION.

EMERGING TRENDS:

- MOVEMENTS ADVOCATING FOR BODY POSITIVITY AND MENTAL HEALTH AW ARENESS.

- THE RISE OF AUTHENTIC STORYTELLING AND DIVERSITY IN MEDIA.

- CRITICAL DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THE COST OF CAPITALISM AND PATRIARCHY ON INDIVIDUAL WELL-BEING.

ConcrLusioN: THE ENDURING INFLUENCE ofF CAPITALISM AND PATRIARCHY

AMERICAN BEAUTY REMAINS A POWERFUL COMMENTARY ON THE WAYS CAPITALISM AND PATRIARCHY SHAPE PERSONAL
IDENTITIES AND SOCIETAL VALUES. THE FILM’S CRITIQUE OF SUPERFICIAL BEAUTY, MATERIALISM, AND GENDER ROLES RESONATES
DEEPLY IN TODAY’S CULTURE, WHERE MEDIA CONTINUES TO PROJECT IDEALIZED IMAGES THAT INFLUENCE PERCEPTIONS OF
SUCCESS, HAPPINESS, AND \WORTH. RECOGNIZING THESE INFLUENCES IS CRUCIAL FOR FOSTERING A MORE AUTHENTIC AND
EQUITABLE SOCIETY——ONE THAT VALUES GENUINE HUMAN CONNECTION OVER SUPERFICIAL APPEARANCES AND MATERIAL
POSSESSIONS.

BY UNDERSTANDING THE COMPLEX INTERPLAY OF CAPITALISM AND PATRIARCHY IN AMERICAN BEAUTY AND IN CONTEMPORARY
CULTURE, VIEWERS CAN BECOME MORE AW ARE OF THE SOCIETAL FORCES THAT SHAPE THEIR PERCEPTIONS AND ASPIRATIONS,
PAVING THE WAY FOR MORE CONSCIOUS AND AUTHENTIC SELF-EXPRESSION.

FREQUENTLY ASKeED QUESTIONS

How DOES ‘ AMERICAN BEAUTY' DEPICT CAPITALISM'S INFLUENCE ON INDIVIDUAL
IDENTITY AND SOCIETAL VALUES?

THE FILM PORTRAYS CAPITALISM AS A DRIVING FORCE THAT COMMODIFIES PERSONAL HAPPINESS AND SHAPES SUPERFICIAL
ASPIRATIONS, HIGHLIGHTING HOW MATERIAL SUCCESS OFTEN MASKS DEEPER PERSONAL DISSATISFACTION.

IN WHAT WAYS DOES 'AMERICAN BEAUTY' CRITIQUE PATRIARCHAL NORMS AND GENDER
ROLES?

THE MOVIE CHALLENGES TRADITIONAL GENDER EXPECTATIONS BY SHOWCASING CHARACTERS LIKE LESTER AND ANGELA
STRUGGLING WITH SOCIETAL PRESSURES, REVEALING THE RESTRICTIVE AND OFTEN DAMAGING NATURE OF PATRIARCHAL
STANDARDS.

\W/HAT ROLE DO IMAGES OF SUBURBAN LIFE PLAY IN REINFORCING CAPITALIST IDEALS IN
' AMERICAN BeauTY'?

THE IDYLLIC SUBURBAN SETTING EMPHASIZES CONSUMERISM, MATERIAL WEALTH, AND THE PURSUIT OF THE AMERICAN DREAM,
OFTEN MASKING UNDERLYING ISSUES AND FOSTERING A SUPERFICIAL SENSE OF HAPPINESS.



How ARE THEMES OF MASCULINITY AND FEMININITY PORTRAYED IN THE FILM IN RELATION
TO CAPITALISM AND PATRIARCHY?

THE FILM EXPLORES TOXIC MASCULINITY THROUGH LESTER’S MIDLIFE CRISIS AND ANGELA’S OBJECTIFICATION, ILLUSTRATING
HOW CAPITALISM AND PATRIARCHY INFLUENCE GENDER ROLES AND PERSONAL IDENTITY.

\W/HAT IMAGES ARE PROJECTED IN TODAY'S SOCIETY THAT MIRROR THE THEMES
PRESENTED IN 'AMERICAN BEAUTY'?

MODERN IMAGES OF CONSUMERIST EXCESS, IDEALIZED SUBURBAN LIFESTYLES ON SOCIAL MEDIA, AND GENDER STEREOTYPES
CONTINUE TO REFLECT THE FILM'S CRITIQUE OF SUPERFICIALITY AND SOCIETAL PRESSURES.

How DOES THE FILM'S PORTRAYAL OF BEAUTY RELATE TO SOCIETAL STANDARDS
DRIVEN BY CAPITALISM AND PATRIARCHY?

' AMERICAN BEAUTY' CRITIQUES HOW SOCIETAL STANDARDS OF BEAUTY ARE CONSTRUCTED AND EXPLOITED BY CAPITALISM
AND PATRIARCHY TO PERPETUATE CONSUMERISM AND REINFORCE GENDERED POWER DYNAMICS.

IN WHAT WAYS DOES ' AMERICAN BEAUTY' ENCOURAGE VIEWERS TO QUESTION
SOCIETAL NORMS RELATED TO CAPITALISM AND PATRIARCHY?

THE FILM PROMPTS REFLECTION ON THE EMPTINESS OF MATERIAL PURSUITS AND GENDER ROLES, ENCOURAGING VIEWERS TO SEEK
AUTHENTICITY AND CHALLENGE SUPERFICIAL SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

ExpLAIN WHAT RoLe Does CAPITALISM AND PATRIARCHY PLAY IN AMERICAN BEAUTY? WHAT IMAGES PROJECTED IN
TobaY's

INTRODUCTION

IN THE LANDSCAPE OF AMERICAN CINEMA, AMERICAN BEAUTY (1999), DIRECTED BY SAM MENDES AND WRITTEN BY ALAN BALL
STANDS AS A PROVOCATIVE EXPLORATION OF SUBURBAN LIFE, CONSUMERISM, AND SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS. THE FILM DELVES
INTO THE FACADES OF THE AMERICAN DREAM, EXPOSING THE UNDERLYING TENSIONS OF CAPITALISM AND PATRIARCHY THAT
SHAPE INDIVIDUAL IDENTITIES AND SOCIETAL VALUES. ANALYZING THESE THEMES REVEALS HOW THE FILM NOT ONLY REFLECTS
ITS ERA BUT ALSO OFFERS TIMELESS COMMENTARY ON THE PERSISTENT INFLUENCE OF ECONOMIC AND GENDER HIERARCHIES IN
SHAPING PERSONAL AND COLLECTIVE NARRATIVES. THIS ARTICLE AIMS TO UNPACK THE COMPLEX ROLES OF CAPITALISM AND
PATRIARCHY WITHIN AMERICAN BEAUTY, EXAMINING HOW THESE FORCES INFLUENCE CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT, PLOT DYNAMICS,
AND THE VISUAL SYMBOLISM THAT CONTINUES TO RESONATE IN CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY.

’

UNDERSTANDING CAPITALISM IN AMERICAN BEAUTY

CaPITALISM AS A CULTURAL FORCE

AT ITS CORE, AMERICAN BEAUTY PORTRAYS THE AMERICAN SUBURBAN LANDSCAPE AS A PRODUCT OF RELENTLESS
CONSUMERISM. THE FILM’S SETTING—THE METICULOUSLY MAINTAINED NEIGHBORHOODS, LUXURIOUS HOMES, AND GLOSSY
CONSUMER GOODS—SERVES AS VISUAL SYMBOLS OF CAPITALISM’S PERVASIVE REACH. THE CHARACTERS’ PURSUITS OF
SUCCESS, BEAUTY, AND HAPPINESS ARE INTERTWINED WITH MATERIAL POSSESSIONS, REFLECTING A SOCIETY THAT EQUATES



WORTH WITH WEALTH.
KEY ASPECTS OF CAPITALISM IN THE FILM INCLUDE:

- CONSUMERISM AND MATERIALISM: THE CHARACTERS ARE DRIVEN BY THE DESIRE FOR AESTHETIC PERFECTION AND MATERIAL
COMFORT. LESTER BURNHAM’S TRANSFORMATION BEGINS WHEN HE QUITS HIS JOB AND BEGINS INDULGING IN PERSONAL PLEASURES,
SYMBOLIZING A REJECTION OF SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS BUT ALSO HIGHLIGHTING CAPITALISM’S OBSESSION WITH INDIVIDUAL
FULFILLMENT THROUGH CONSUMPTION.

- CorPORATE AND ECONOMIC PRESSURES: THE CHARACTER OF CAROLYN BURNHAM EMBODIES THE IMAGE-CONSCIOUS, SUCCESS-
DRIVEN WIFE WHOSE LIFE REVOLVES AROUND APPEARANCES AND STATUS. HER OBSESSION WITH HER JOB AND MAINTAINING HER
IMAGE UNDERSCORES CAPITALISM’S EMPHASIS ON SURFACE-LEVEL SUCCESS.

- THE ILLUSION OF THE AMERICAN DREAM: THE FILM CRITIQUES THE IDEA THAT MATERIAL WEALTH GUARANTEES HAPPINESS,
ILLUSTRATING HOW CAPITALISM’S PROMISES OFTEN MASK DISSATISFACTION AND EMPTINESS.

CAPITALISM’S IMPACT ON CHARACTERS AND SOCIETY

THE CHARACTERS’ LIVES ARE DEEPLY ENTANGLED WITH CAPITALIST VALUES:

- LESTER BURNHAM: HIS MIDLIFE CRISIS AND SUBSEQUENT REBELLION ARE FUELED BY A DESIRE TO RECLAIM PERSONAL AGENCY
FROM A SYSTEM THAT VALUES PRODUCTIVITY AND SUPERFICIAL SUCCESS.

- CAROLYN BURNHAM: HER OBSESSION WITH APPEARANCES AND SOCIAL STATUS REFLECTS THE CAPITALIST OBSESSION WITH
IMAGE AND MATERIAL WEALTH AS MARKERS OF SELF-WORTH.

- Ricky FITTS: ALTHOUGH MORE NUANCED, RICKY’S FASCINATION WITH THE CONSUMER CULTURE—EVIDENCED BY HIS
COLLECTION OF MOVIES AND OBSESSION WITH MATERIAL POSSESSIONS—MIRRORS THE INFLUENCE OF CAPITALISM ON YOUTH
IDENTITY.

OVERALL/ AMERICAN BEAUTY SUGGESTS THAT CAPITALISM FOSTERS A CULTURE OF SUPERFICIALITY, WHERE GENUINE HUMAN
CONNECTION IS OFTEN SACRIFICED AT THE ALTAR OF MATERIAL SUCCESS.

PATRIARCHY’S ROLE IN SHAPING THE NARRATIVE AND CHARACTERS

PATRIARCHY AS A SOCIETAL FRAMEWORK

THE FILM VIVIDLY DEPICTS THE PATRIARCHAL STRUCTURES THAT GOVERN GENDER ROLES AND EXPECTATIONS WITHIN THE
SUBURBAN AMERICAN CONTEXT. THESE STRUCTURES INFLUENCE THE CHARACTERS’ BEHAVIORS, ASPIRATIONS, AND PERCEPTIONS
OF SELF-WORTH.

MANIFESTATIONS OF PATRIARCHY IN THE FILM INCLUDE:

- TRADITIONAL GENDER ROLES: LESTER EMBODIES THE TYPICAL MIDDLE-AGED MALE WHOSE IDENTITY IS TIED TO BEING THE
BREADWINNER AND AUTHORITY FIGURE. HIS DISSATISFACTION STEMS FROM A SENSE OF EMASCULATION AND SOCIETAL PRESSURES
TO CONFORM.

- MALE DoMINANCE AND CONTROL: THE FILM HIGHLIGHTS HOW PATRIARCHAL NORMS GRANT MEN AUTHORITY WITHIN FAMILY AND
SOCIAL SETTINGS, OFTEN LEADING TO REPRESSION AND EMOTIONAL DISCONNECT.

- WoMeN's SUBJUGATION: CAROLYN’S OBSESSION WITH MAINTAINING HER APPEARANCE AND SOCIAL STANDING REFLECTS
SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS PLACED ON WOMEN TO PRIORITIZE AESTHETICS AND HOMEMAKING, OFTEN AT THE EXPENSE OF
PERSONAL FULFILLMENT.



PATRIARCHY AND PERSONAL IDENTITY

THE CHARACTERS’ STRUGGLES ARE OFTEN ROOTED IN PATRIARCHAL EXPECTATIONS:

- LESTER’S REBELLION: HIS MIDLIFE CRISIS AND REJECTION OF SOCIETAL NORMS ACT AS A CHALLENGE TO TRADITIONAL
MASCULINITY, SEEKING AUTHENTICITY BEYOND SUPERFICIAL SUCCESS.

- CAROLYN’S ANXIETY: HER RELENTLESS PURSUIT OF PERFECTION AND SOCIAL STANDING EXEMPLIFY THE PRESSURES WOMEN
FACE TO UPHOLD PATRIARCHAL IDEALS OF BEAUTY AND SUCCESS.

‘JANE BURNHAM: THE TEENAGE DAUGHTER GRAPPLES WITH HER OWN IDENTITY AMIDST EXPECTATIONS OF FEMININITY AND
SOCIETAL NORMS, ILLUSTRATING HOW PATRIARCHY INFLUENCES YOUTH DEVELOPMENT.

THE FILM CRITIQUES THESE GENDERED EXPECTATIONS BY PORTRAYING THEIR DESTRUCTIVE EFFECTS ON INDIVIDUAL HAPPINESS
AND AUTHENTIC SELF-EXPRESSION.

INTERPLAY BETWEEN CAPITALISM AND PATRIARCHY

MUTUALLY REINFORCING SYSTEMS

CAPITALISM AND PATRIARCHY ARE DEPICTED AS INTERCONNECTED SYSTEMS THAT SUSTAIN EACH OTHER, CONTRIBUTING TO THE
CHARACTERS’ STRUGGLES AND THE SOCIETAL STRUCTURE OF THE SUBURB.

- EcoNoMic PowER AND GENDER ROLES: MEN’S ROLES AS PROVIDERS ARE REINFORCED BY CAPITALIST PURSUITS, WHICH DEFINE
MASCULINITY THROUGH FINANCIAL SUCCESS AND CONTROL.

- CoNsuMER CULTURE AND GENDERED EXPECTATIONS: W OMEN ARE OFTEN TARGETED AS CONSUMERS OF BEAUTY AND
HOMEMAKING PRODUCTS, REINFORCING PATRIARCHAL STANDARDS OF FEMININITY.

- REINFORCEMENT OF SOCIAL HIERARCHIES: THE PURSUIT OF MATERIAL WEALTH AND ADHERENCE TO GENDER NORMS MAINTAIN
SOCIAL STRATIFICATION AND LIMIT GENUINE PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT.

IMPACT ON INDIVIDUAL AGENCY

THE INTERTWINED INFLUENCE OF CAPITALISM AND PATRIARCHY LIMITS AUTHENTIC SELF-EXPRESSION:
- LESTER’S INITIAL CONFORMITY TO SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS SUPPRESSES HIS TRUE DESIRES.
- CAROLYN’S OBSESSION WITH IMAGE AND STATUS LEAVES LITTLE ROOM FOR EMOTIONAL AUTHENTICITY.

- RICKY’S OUTSIDER STATUS CHALLENGES SOCIETAL NORMS, ILLUSTRATING RESISTANCE TO THESE SYSTEMS.

THE FILM SUGGESTS THAT BREAKING FREE FROM THESE INTERTWINED SYSTEMS IS ESSENTIAL FOR PERSONAL LIBERATION BUT
REMAINS FRAUGHT WITH SOCIETAL CONSTRAINTS.

IMAGES AND SYMBOLS PROJECTED IN TODAY’S CONTEXT

CoNTINUITY OF CAPITALIST AND PATRIARCHAL IDEALS



MANY IMAGES AND THEMES FROM AMERICAN BEAUTY REMAIN RELEVANT TODAY, REFLECTING ONGOING SOCIETAL ISSUES!

- THE PERFECT SUBURBAN IMAGE: THE MANICURED LAWNS, PRISTINE HOMES, AND CONSUMER PRODUCTS CONTINUE TO SYMBOLIZE
THE AMERICAN DREAM, OFTEN MASKING UNDERLYING DISSATISFACTION AND SOCIAL INEQUALITY.

- GENDERED BEAUTY STANDARDS: THE EMPHASIS ON APPEARANCE, YOUTH, AND SUCCESS PERSISTS, REINFORCED BY SOCIAL
MEDIA AND ADVERTISING, PERPETUATING PATRIARCHAL IDEALS.

- MATERIAL SUCCESS AS IDENTITY: THE ASSOCIATION OF HAPPINESS WITH POSSESSIONS AND STATUS ENDURES, INFLUENCING
CONTEMPORARY NOTIONS OF SUCCESS.

MoDErN DEPICTIONS AND DIFFERENCES

W/HILE THE CORE IMAGES PERSIST, CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY EXHIBITS SOME SHIFTS!

- GREATER AWARENESS OF GENDER EQUALITY: MOVEMENTS ADVOCATING FOR GENDER RIGHTS CHALLENGE TRADITIONAL ROLES,
ALTHOUGH MANY PATRIARCHAL NORMS REMAIN EMBEDDED.

- DIGITAL AND SOCIAL MEDIA INFLUENCE: THE PROLIFERATION OF DIGITAL IMAGES AMPLIFIES CONSUMER CULTURE, CREATING NEW
AVENUES FOR BOTH EMPOWERMENT AND EXPLOITATION.

- EcoNnoMIC INEQUALITY: THE DISPARITIES HIGHLIGHTED IN AMERICAN BEAUTY HAVE BECOME MORE PRONOUNCED, WITH THE
ILLUSION OF THE AMERICAN DREAM INCREASINGLY CONTESTED.

IMPLICATIONS FOR SOCIETY

THE CONTINUED PROJECTION OF THESE IMAGES SUSTAINS SOCIETAL NARRATIVES THAT PRIORITIZE SUPERFICIAL SUCCESS OVER
AUTHENTIC WELL-BEING. RECOGNIZING THESE PATTERNS IS CRUCIAL FOR FOSTERING CRITICAL ENGAGEMENT WITH MEDIA AND
SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS. THE FILM’S CRITIQUE REMAINS RELEVANT AS IT ENCOURAGES VIEWERS TO QUESTION THE PERVASIVE
INFLUENCE OF CAPITALISM AND PATRIARCHY ON PERSONAL IDENTITY AND SOCIAL NORMS.

CoNcCLUSION

AMERICAN BEAUTY FUNCTIONS AS A COMPELLING CRITIQUE OF THE INTERTWINED FORCES OF CAPITALISM AND PATRIARCHY
SHAPING AMERICAN SUBURBAN LIFE. THE FILM EXPOSES HOW THESE SYSTEMS REINFORCE SUPERFICIAL VALUES, SUPPRESS
AUTHENTIC IDENTITIES, AND SUSTAIN SOCIAL INEQUALITIES. THROUGH ITS VIVID IMAGERY AND COMPLEX CHARACTERS, IT
CHALLENGES VIEWERS TO RECONSIDER THE TRUE COSTS OF MATERIALISM AND GENDERED EXPECTATIONS. IN TODAY’S CONTEXT,
MANY OF THE IMAGES AND THEMES FROM THE FILM PERSIST, HIGHLIGHTING THE ONGOING RELEVANCE OF ITS CRITIQUE. AS SOCIETY
CONTINUES TO GRAPPLE WITH ISSUES OF CONSUMERISM, GENDER ROLES, AND SOCIAL STRATIFICATION, AMERICAN BEAUTY
REMAINS A POTENT REFLECTION OF THE ILLUSIONS AND REALITIES OF THE AMERICAN DREAM, URGING A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF
THE FORCES THAT MOLD INDIVIDUAL AND COLLECTIVE IDENTITIES.
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