
Highlight All The Words That Make Up The
Complete Subject Of The Sentence.Reading
Books Was How Pua Spent
Highlight All The Words That Make Up The Complete Subject Of The Sentence.Reading
Books Was How Pua Spent

Understanding the Complete Subject of a Sentence

When studying English grammar, one of the fundamental concepts to grasp is the distinction
between the subject and the predicate. The subject of a sentence is the person, place, thing, or idea
that performs the action or is described. Sometimes, the subject is simple, consisting of a single
word, but often it is a complete phrase or a group of words that work together to form the complete
subject.

The sentence, "Reading books was how Pua spent," provides an excellent example to analyze the
complete subject and understand its significance in sentence structure.

Breaking Down the Sentence: Reading Books Was How
Pua Spent

To analyze the complete subject of this sentence, let's first identify its core components:

- "Reading books": This phrase functions as the subject of the sentence.
- "was": The linking verb connecting the subject to the complement.
- "how Pua spent": The predicate, explaining what Pua did.

The main focus here is on the phrase "Reading books", which is the complete subject of the
sentence.

What Is the Complete Subject?

The complete subject includes all the words that tell us who or what the sentence is about. It often
consists of a simple subject (the main noun or pronoun) and all the words that modify or describe it.

In the sentence under discussion:

- Simple Subject: "Reading"
- Complete Subject: "Reading books"



This phrase indicates what Pua's activity was.

Why Is Highlighting the Complete Subject Important?

Highlighting the complete subject helps writers and readers:

- Identify the main focus of the sentence.
- Understand sentence structure more clearly.
- Construct grammatically correct sentences by correctly matching subjects and predicates.
- Improve comprehension when parsing complex sentences.

In educational settings, emphasizing the complete subject aids in teaching students how to break
down sentences into manageable parts.

Analyzing the Complete Subject: "Reading Books"

Let's delve deeper into the phrase "Reading books" as the complete subject.

Components of the Complete Subject

- "Reading": A gerund functioning as the noun that serves as the core of the subject.
- "Books": The object of the gerund "Reading," specifying what is being read.

"Reading books" is a gerund phrase—the gerund "reading" plus its object "books"—that acts as the
subject of the sentence.

Understanding Gerunds as Subjects

Gerunds are verb forms ending in -ing that function as nouns. When used as subjects, they often
describe an activity or concept.

Examples:

- "Cooking dinner takes time."
- "Swimming in the ocean is fun."
- "Reading books was how Pua spent."

In this case, "Reading books" encapsulates Pua's main activity.



Expanding on the Elements of the Complete Subject

While in this sentence, the complete subject is "Reading books," in other instances, it can be more
complex.

Examples of Complete Subjects

1. The tall, energetic boy in the blue shirt
- Complete subject: "The tall, energetic boy in the blue shirt"

2. A group of students from the science club
- Complete subject: "A group of students from the science club"

3. My favorite childhood memories
- Complete subject: "My favorite childhood memories"

In each case, the complete subject provides detailed information about the main person, place, or
thing the sentence is about.

How to Identify the Complete Subject in a Sentence

Here's a step-by-step guide:

1. Find the verb in the sentence—this is the predicate.
2. Ask "Who" or "What" before the verb—this gives the main subject.
3. Include all modifiers that describe or specify the subject. This forms the complete subject.

Applying this to our sentence:

- Verb: "was"
- Question: "Who or what was?"
- Answer: "Reading books"
- Complete subject: "Reading books"

Implications for Writing and Reading

Recognizing the complete subject helps in various language skills:

- Writing clear sentences: Ensuring subjects are correctly identified aids in proper sentence
construction.
- Reading comprehension: Parsing sentences accurately helps understand the main ideas.
- Editing and proofreading: Spotting incomplete or misplaced subjects improves overall clarity.



Conclusion: The Significance of Highlighting Words
That Make Up the Complete Subject

In the sentence "Reading books was how Pua spent," highlighting the words that make up the
complete subject—"Reading books"—is essential for understanding sentence structure and meaning.
Whether in academic learning, professional writing, or everyday communication, mastering the
identification of complete subjects allows for clearer expression and better comprehension.

By breaking down sentences into their core components and recognizing elements like gerund
phrases, modifiers, and objects, writers and readers can elevate their language skills. Remember,
the complete subject often provides the foundation upon which the rest of the sentence is built,
making it a crucial focus in grammar studies.

Additional Tips for Mastering Complete Subjects

- Practice analyzing sentences by highlighting the complete subject.
- Pay attention to gerunds and their objects as they often form the complete subject.
- Use diagramming techniques to visualize sentence structure.
- Read widely to see how complex subjects function in various contexts.

Final Thoughts

Understanding and highlighting all the words that make up the complete subject of a sentence is a
vital skill for mastering English grammar. In the example of "Reading books was how Pua spent,"
recognizing "Reading books" as the complete subject not only clarifies the sentence's meaning but
also enhances your overall language proficiency. Practice regularly, analyze sentences carefully, and
you'll find yourself more confident in both writing and reading comprehension.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus when highlighting words that make
up the complete subject in a sentence?
The primary focus is to identify and highlight all words that collectively form the complete subject of
the sentence.

In the sentence 'Reading books was how Pua spent,' what is
the complete subject?
The complete subject is 'Reading books,' which is the phrase that tells us what Pua spent time doing.



Why is it important to highlight the complete subject in a
sentence?
Highlighting the complete subject helps in understanding who or what the sentence is about,
improving comprehension and grammatical analysis.

How do you identify the complete subject in complex
sentences?
You look for all words that tell who or what the sentence is about, including modifiers, to find the
complete subject.

What role does the phrase 'Reading books' play in the
sentence?
It functions as the complete subject, indicating what Pua spent time doing.

Can the complete subject be a simple noun, or does it have to
be a phrase?
It can be a simple noun or a phrase; in this case, 'Reading books' is a phrase that serves as the
complete subject.

In the sentence 'Reading books was how Pua spent,' what is
the predicate?
The predicate is 'was how Pua spent,' which describes what the subject was.

Is 'Reading books' a gerund phrase, and how does that affect
identifying the complete subject?
Yes, 'Reading' is a gerund, making 'Reading books' a gerund phrase that functions as the complete
subject.

How can highlighting the complete subject improve sentence
diagramming skills?
It helps in visually understanding sentence structure by clearly identifying the main focus and how
other parts relate to it.

Additional Resources
Highlight All The Words That Make Up The Complete Subject Of The Sentence. Reading Books Was
How Pua Spent is a fascinating linguistic exercise that delves into the intricacies of sentence
structure, subject identification, and the importance of clarity in language. This sentence, seemingly



simple at first glance, offers a rich ground for analysis, teaching us how to identify complete
subjects, understand their components, and appreciate their role in conveying meaning effectively.
In this article, we will explore the significance of highlighting complete subjects, dissect the
sentence structure, and examine how understanding these grammatical elements enhances both
writing and comprehension skills.

---

Understanding the Complete Subject: Definition and
Importance

What Is a Complete Subject?

The complete subject of a sentence comprises all the words that tell us who or what the sentence is
about. It usually includes the main noun and all its modifiers or descriptors. Recognizing the
complete subject is essential because it helps clarify the sentence's main focus and ensures the
reader or listener understands the core message.

For example, in the sentence:

"Highlight all the words that make up the complete subject of the sentence."

The complete subject is:

"all the words that make up the complete subject of the sentence."

This phrase includes the main noun "words" and the modifiers "all the" and the relative clause "that
make up the complete subject of the sentence," which further describes "words."

Why Is Highlighting the Complete Subject Important?

- Clarity and Precision: Correctly identifying the complete subject ensures that communication is
clear, especially in complex sentences.
- Grammar Mastery: It aids in understanding sentence structure, which is fundamental for effective
writing.
- Error Detection: Helps in spotting grammatical errors related to subject-verb agreement and
sentence coherence.
- Teaching and Learning: Essential in grammar instruction to help students analyze and construct
sentences correctly.

---



Dissecting the Sentence: "Reading Books Was How Pua
Spent"

Breaking Down the Sentence Structure

The sentence:

"Reading Books Was How Pua Spent."

may seem straightforward but contains multiple components that make up its complete subject and
predicate. Let's analyze its parts.

- Main verb (predicate): Was
- Subject: Reading Books (initially seeming like a simple subject)
- Additional phrase: How Pua Spent (which functions as a complement explaining "Reading Books"
or the manner in which Pua spent her time)

At first glance, the sentence appears to have a compound or complex subject and a predicate that
links to a complement.

Identifying the Complete Subject

In this sentence, the complete subject is:

"Reading Books"

This phrase is a gerund phrase acting as the subject of the sentence, with "Reading" as the gerund
and "Books" as the object of the gerund.

However, the phrase:

"How Pua Spent"

serves as a relative clause or a complement, explaining reading books as the activity Pua engaged in.

Complete Subject:

"Reading Books"

The sentence's structure indicates that "Reading Books" is the complete subject, with the phrase
"How Pua Spent" functioning as a complement or predicate nominative that further describes the
subject's activity.



Understanding the Role of the Phrase "How Pua Spent"

This phrase acts as a noun clause functioning as a predicate nominative, indicating the way or
manner Pua used her time. It essentially completes the idea introduced by the subject.

---

Strategies for Highlighting the Complete Subject

Step-by-Step Approach

1. Locate the Main Verb: Find the action or state of being in the sentence.
2. Ask "Who" or "What" before the verb: The answer will often be the complete subject.
3. Include Modifiers: Add any words or phrases that describe or specify the main noun.
4. Identify Additional Clause Elements: Determine if there are clauses or phrases that function as
part of the subject or predicate.

Applying this to our sentence:

"Reading Books Was How Pua Spent."

- Main verb: Was
- Question: What was? → Reading Books; thus, Reading Books is the subject.
- Modifiers or complements: How Pua Spent explains reading books.

Visual Representation

| Sentence Part | Function | Explanation |
|----------------|----------|-------------|
| Reading Books | Complete Subject | The activity Pua engaged in |
| Was | Linking verb | Connects subject and complement |
| How Pua Spent | Complement/Noun Clause | Explains or qualifies the subject |

---

Features and Analysis of the Sentence

Features of the Sentence

- Gerund Phrase as Subject: "Reading Books" functions as a gerund phrase acting as the subject.



- Linking Verb: "Was" links the subject to its complement.
- Noun Clause as Complement: "How Pua Spent" explains reading books as Pua's activity.
- Concise Structure: The sentence is succinct yet conveys a complete thought.

Pros and Cons of the Sentence Structure

Pros:

- Clear focus on the activity ("Reading Books") as the main subject.
- Uses a gerund phrase effectively to denote activity.
- Incorporates a noun clause to provide additional context.

Cons:

- Slight ambiguity in the phrase "How Pua Spent," which might require contextual understanding.
- The sentence is somewhat poetic or literary in tone, which might not be suitable for formal or
technical writing.

---

Practical Applications of Highlighting Complete
Subjects

In Writing and Editing

- Ensures sentences are constructed correctly.
- Improves clarity by emphasizing the main focus.
- Aids in editing for grammatical consistency.

In Language Learning and Teaching

- Helps students understand sentence components.
- Develops analytical skills for parsing complex sentences.
- Facilitates mastery over sentence diagramming.

In Literary Analysis

- Assists in understanding sentence emphasis and thematic focus.
- Aids in dissecting poetic or complex sentences for deeper meaning.



---

Conclusion: The Significance of Recognizing Complete
Subjects

Understanding Highlight All The Words That Make Up The Complete Subject Of The Sentence.
Reading Books Was How Pua Spent is more than an academic exercise; it is fundamental to
mastering effective communication. Recognizing the complete subject allows writers to craft clearer
sentences, and readers to interpret meaning accurately. Whether dealing with simple sentences or
complex structures involving gerunds, clauses, or modifiers, the ability to identify and highlight
complete subjects enhances language comprehension and expression.

By analyzing this particular sentence, we've seen how a gerund phrase can serve as the subject, how
additional phrases can function as complements, and how linking verbs connect these elements. This
exercise underscores the importance of grammatical awareness in both writing and reading,
fostering more precise and impactful communication. Embracing these principles ultimately leads to
more effective language use, enriching both personal and professional interactions.

---

In summary:

- The complete subject in the sentence is "Reading Books".
- The phrase "How Pua Spent" acts as a complement explaining the activity.
- Recognizing and highlighting these components improves understanding.
- Applying these strategies across various contexts enhances language skills comprehensively.

Whether you're a student, teacher, writer, or language enthusiast, mastering the identification of
complete subjects is a vital step toward linguistic proficiency and clarity.
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