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The point of view (POV) in a story is a fundamental narrative element that shapes how the plot
unfolds and how readers interpret the events. It determines who is telling the story, what information
is shared, and how much insight the audience gains into characters’ thoughts and motivations.
Specifically, the point of view reveals the problem in the story by showing different perspectives,
biases, and limitations, which directly influence the development and understanding of the plot.
Exploring how POV affects storytelling reveals its crucial role in shaping the narrative's structure,
tension, and emotional impact.

Understanding Point of View and Its Types

Before delving into how POV reveals the problem in a story, it's essential to understand the main
types of narrative perspectives and their characteristics.

First-Person Point of View

- The narrator is a character within the story, often the protagonist.

- Uses pronouns like “I” and “me.”

- Offers intimate insights into the narrator’s thoughts, feelings, and perceptions.

- Limitations: The story is filtered through the narrator’s subjective view, which may be biased or
unreliable.

Second-Person Point of View

- Uses “you” to address the reader directly.
- Less common in traditional storytelling.
- Creates an immersive experience, making the reader feel involved.

Third-Person Limited Point of View

- The narrator is outside the story but focuses on the thoughts and experiences of one character.
- Uses “he,” “she,” or “they.”
- Balances insight and objectivity but still limits the perspective to one character.



Third-Person Omniscient Point of View

- The narrator knows all thoughts, feelings, and backgrounds of multiple characters.
- Provides a comprehensive view of the story world.
- Allows for insight into multiple perspectives, but can distance the reader from individual characters.

How Point of View Reveals the Problem in the Story

The chosen POV plays a pivotal role in how the story’s central problem is introduced, developed, and
understood by the audience. It shapes what information is available, how characters’ motives are
perceived, and the emotional engagement with the narrative.

1. Unveiling the Central Conflict Through Character
Perspective

- In first-person stories, the narrator’s personal experiences and biases color the presentation of the
problem.

- Their subjective view can highlight certain aspects of the conflict while obscuring others.

- For example, in a story where the protagonist struggles with internal doubts, the first-person POV
allows readers to experience that internal conflict intimately, revealing the depth of the problem from
the narrator’s personal lens.

2. Creating Bias and Limited Knowledge That Shape the Plot

- Limited POVs (first-person and third-person limited) restrict the reader’s knowledge to a single
character’s perspective.

- This limitation can create suspense, as the audience only discovers the problem as the character
perceives it.

- Such POVs can also introduce bias, leading readers to interpret the problem through the character’s
subjective understanding, which may be incomplete or skewed.

3. Offering a Broader View of the Problem via Omniscient POV

- Omniscient narrators reveal the thoughts and feelings of multiple characters, providing a
comprehensive understanding of the problem.

- This perspective can show contrasting views and hidden motives, enriching the plot and offering
multiple interpretations of the central conflict.

- It can also expose the true nature of the problem early on, guiding the reader’s perception.

4. Shaping Emotional Engagement and Empathy

- The POV determines how close the reader feels to the characters and their struggles.

- First-person POV fosters empathy by allowing readers to see the problem through the narrator’s
eyes.

- Third-person limited can build suspense by revealing the problem gradually, maintaining tension.



Examples of How POV Reveals the Problem in Famous
Stories

Understanding how POV influences the revelation of the plot’s central problem can be clearer through
illustrative examples.

Example 1: “The Catcher in the Rye” by }J.D. Salinger (First-
Person)

- Holden Caulfield narrates the story, sharing his internal conflicts and perceptions.

- His subjective view reveals his feelings of alienation and his struggle to find authenticity in a
“phony” world.

- The problem of Holden’s mental health and disillusionment is shown through his personal narrative,
making the internal conflict central to the plot.

Example 2: “To Kill a Mockingbird” by Harper Lee (Multiple
Perspectives)

- Uses third-person limited for Scout’s perspective but occasionally shifts to other characters.
- This broad POV reveals the racial injustice and moral conflicts from multiple angles.

- The problem—racial prejudice and moral integrity—is shown through different characters’
experiences, enriching the plot and understanding.

Example 3: “The Great Gatsby” by F. Scott Fitzgerald (First-
Person Narration)

- Nick Carraway’s narration filters the story, revealing Gatsby’s obsession and the moral decay of
society.

- Nick’s subjective perspective shapes how the problem is revealed, emphasizing themes of illusion
and disillusionment.

The Impact of Point of View on Plot Development and
Resolution

The point of view not only influences how the problem is revealed but also how it develops and
ultimately resolves.

1. Building Suspense and Creating a Sense of Mystery

- Limited perspectives can withhold information, creating suspense.
- For instance, a first-person narrator might hide crucial details about the problem until a climactic
revelation, heightening tension.



2. Shaping the Audience’s Interpretation of the Conflict

- The POV influences how readers perceive characters’ actions and motives.
- A biased narrator might portray the problem in a way that aligns with their worldview, affecting the
reader’s understanding.

3. Providing Multiple Viewpoints for a More Complex
Resolution

- Omniscient POV can showcase different characters’ perspectives, leading to a multifaceted
resolution.

- This comprehensive view allows the story to explore potential solutions from various angles,
enriching the narrative.

Conclusion

The point of view is a powerful narrative tool that directly impacts how the story’s problem is
revealed, understood, and resolved. Whether through the intimacy of first-person narration or the
panoramic insight of omniscience, POV shapes the reader’s perception of the central conflict and
influences the emotional and thematic depth of the story. By carefully choosing the appropriate
perspective, writers can manipulate the flow of information, create suspense, highlight biases, and
deepen the audience’s engagement with the plot. Ultimately, understanding how point of view affects
the plot allows both writers and readers to appreciate the intricate ways storytelling craft influences
the narrative’s meaning and impact.

Frequently Asked Questions

How does the point of view influence the way the problem is
revealed in a story?

The point of view determines which character's perspective is presented, shaping how the problem is
introduced and understood by the reader.

Why is understanding the narrator's point of view important
for grasping the plot?

Because it affects how information is conveyed, revealing certain details about the problem while
hiding others, thus shaping the plot's development.

How does the first-person point of view impact the reader's
perception of the story's problem?

It offers a personal, subjective view, making the problem feel more immediate and relatable, but



possibly limited to the narrator's knowledge.

In what ways can a shift in point of view change the way the
problem is revealed?

A change in perspective can introduce new insights or hidden details, altering the reader's
understanding of the problem and affecting the plot's direction.

How does the point of view contribute to suspense regarding
the story's problem?

By controlling what the narrator knows and reveals, the point of view can create suspense as the
audience anticipates unfolding details.

Can the point of view conceal certain aspects of the problem?

Yes, especially when the story is told from a limited perspective, which can hide critical information
and influence how the problem unfolds.

How does the third-person omniscient point of view reveal the
problem differently than a limited point of view?

The omniscient narrator can show multiple characters' thoughts and broader context, revealing the
problem from different angles, while limited point of view focuses only on one character's perception.

What role does point of view play in shaping the reader's
emotional response to the problem?

It influences how close the reader feels to the characters and their struggles, thereby affecting
emotional engagement with the problem.

How can understanding the point of view enhance the
analysis of a story's plot?

Recognizing the narrator's perspective helps readers interpret the clues, biases, and reliability of the
information presented, deepening their understanding of how the plot develops.

Additional Resources
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Understanding the profound influence of point of view (POV) on storytelling is essential for both
writers and readers. One of the most critical functions of POV is its capacity to reveal the problem in
the story by showing, which directly impacts how the plot unfolds and how the audience perceives the
narrative. In this detailed exploration, we will examine how different perspectives shape the



presentation of conflicts, influence the audience's understanding, and ultimately determine the
effectiveness of storytelling.

Defining Point of View and Its Significance

Before delving into how POV reveals the story's problem, it is important to clarify what point of view
entails.

What Is Point of View?

- Point of view refers to the vantage point from which a story is narrated.

- It determines whose eyes the story is seen through and how much information is available to the
audience.

- Common types include:

- First-person (I, we): The narrator is a character within the story.

- Second-person (You): The narrator speaks directly to the reader, often less common.

- Third-person limited (he, she, they): The narrator focuses on one character’s thoughts and feelings.
- Third-person omniscient: The narrator knows all, including thoughts, feelings, and background
information.

- Third-person objective: The narrator reports only observable actions, without insight into characters’
internal states.

The Power of POV in Shaping the Narrative

- The chosen POV influences what is revealed and what remains hidden, significantly affecting the
story's perception.

- It controls the flow of information, shaping how the problem is introduced, developed, and ultimately
resolved.

- The narrative perspective dictates the intimacy with characters and the depth of understanding the
reader gains.

How POV Reveals the Problem in the Story

The story’s core problem—be it internal conflict, external obstacle, or social dilemma—is central to
the plot’s progression. The point of view acts as a lens that shows or hides aspects of this problem,
thereby influencing reader engagement and understanding.



1. First-Person POV: Personal Insight and Subjectivity

- Direct access to the narrator’s thoughts and feelings makes the problem intensely personal.
- The narrator "shows" the problem through internal monologues, reactions, and perceptions, allowing
readers to experience the conflict from within.

How it reveals the problem:

- The narrator’s subjective perspective brings the problem to life by illustrating their internal
struggles.

- For example, in a story about guilt, the first-person narrator might reveal inner torment that external
narration could obscure.

- Limitations: The problem may be partially hidden or biased because it's filtered through one
person’s perception, which can distort or obscure other aspects.

Example:
- In The Catcher in the Rye, Holden Caulfield's narration shows his internal conflict with maturity and
innocence, making his internal struggles the central problem.

2. Third-Person Limited: Focused but Subjective

- The storyteller follows one character’s perspective, providing deep insight into their internal states.
- Reveals the problem from that character’s point of view, making the conflict intimate but limited to
their experiences.

How it reveals the problem:

- By delving into one character’s thoughts, the narrative shows the problem through their perceptions,
biases, and emotional responses.

- Readers see the problem as experienced by the focal character, which can heighten suspense or
generate empathy.

Limitations:

- Other aspects of the problem may be hidden or misunderstood if they are outside the character’s
knowledge.

- The reader’s understanding is shaped by this limited perspective, which can intentionally or
unintentionally obscure key details.

Example:

- In The Hunger Games, Katniss’s point of view shows her internal struggles with survival and moral
dilemmas, making her personal conflict the focal point of the story.

3. Third-Person Omniscient: The All-Kknowing Observer



- The narrator knows everything—characters’ thoughts, backgrounds, and future developments.
- Shows the problem from multiple angles, revealing hidden truths and conflicting perspectives.

How it reveals the problem:

- The omniscient perspective illuminates the various facets of the story’s conflict, often foreshadowing
or contrasting characters’ perceptions.

- It shows the problem objectively and comprehensively, giving the reader a full picture.

Advantages:
- Provides clarity about the true nature of the problem.
- Highlights conflicting motives and hidden agendas.

Limitations:
- Can dilute emotional intimacy if overused.
- Might reduce suspense if the reader already knows too much.

Example:
- In War and Peace, Tolstoy’s omniscient narration shows multiple characters’ internal conflicts and
the broader societal issues influencing the plot.

4. Objective or Dramatic POV: Showing Without Internal
Insight

- The narrator reports actions and dialogue without access to internal thoughts.
- Shows the problem through external events and behavior, relying on readers to infer internal
conflicts.

How it reveals the problem:
- The story shows the problem via dialogue, actions, and reactions.
- Readers must interpret the characters’ motives and internal conflicts based on what is observable.

Advantages:
- Creates suspense and realism.
- Encourages active engagement to interpret the story.

Limitations:
- Less direct insight into the inner struggles, potentially hiding the depth of the problem.

Example:
- In A Streetcar Named Desire, external actions and dialogue show the characters’ conflicts without
explicit internal monologues.



The Role of POV in Shaping the Revelation of the
Problem

The choice of POV dictates how and when the problem is revealed:

Direct vs. Indirect Revelation

- Direct revelation: The narrator explicitly states the problem or conflict.
- Indirect revelation: The problem is shown through actions, dialogues, or subtle hints, requiring the
audience to interpret.

Impact of POV:

- First-person POV tends to directly expose internal conflicts, making the problem personal and
immediate.

- Omniscient POV can slowly unveil the problem from multiple angles, creating complex layers.
- Objective POV relies on external clues to show the conflict, often increasing mystery.

Revealing the Problem Through Internal Monologue vs.
External Action

- Internal monologue (common in first-person or limited third-person) shows the problem through the
character’s internal world.
- External action (common in objective POV) shows the problem through observable behavior.

Implications:
- Internal monologue provides depth but can be biased.
- External action maintains objectivity but might omit internal nuances.

How POV Affects the Reader’s Perception of the
Problem

The perspective from which a story is told shapes the reader’s understanding of the central conflict.

Creating Empathy or Detachment

- First-person POV draws readers into the narrator’s internal struggles, fostering empathy.
- Omniscient POV provides a broader view, allowing readers to see conflicting motives, which can
generate complex understanding or detachment depending on style.



Manipulating Suspense and Surprise

- Limited POV can hide key information, building suspense as readers wait for revelations.
- Omniscient POV can reveal the problem early, but withhold crucial details to maintain tension.

Influencing Bias and Perception

- The narrator’s perspective colors the audience’s understanding of the problem.
- A biased narrator may skew perception, leading to misunderstandings or unpredictable plots.

Conclusion: The Power of POV in Revealing the
Problem

Point of view is a fundamental storytelling device that shapes how the problem in a story is shown to
the audience. Whether through intimate internal monologues, multiple perspectives, or detached
external narration, POV controls the flow of information, emphasizes certain aspects of the conflict,
and guides the reader’'s emotional and intellectual response.

In essence, the choice of perspective determines what is revealed and what remains hidden,
influencing the reader’s understanding, emotional engagement, and interpretation of the story’s
central problem. A skilled
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