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VOTING IS A FUNDAMENTAL ASPECT OF DEMOCRACY, ALLOWING CITIZENS TO PARTICIPATE IN SHAPING THEIR GOVERNMENT AND
INFLUENCING POLICY DECISIONS. HO\X/EVER, QUESTIONS SURROUNDING VOTING ELIGIBILITY—PARTICULARLY CONCERNING AGE
AND CITIZENSHIP STATUS—ARE OFTEN DEBATED. IN THE UNITED STATES, THESE ISSUES ARE DEEPLY INTERTWINED WITH THE
PRINCIPLES OF DEMOCRACY, CITIZENSHIP, AND LEGAL STANDARDS. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE LEGAL VOTING AGE IN THE US,
THE ARGUMENTS FOR AND AGAINST ALLOWING NON-CITIZENS TO VOTE, AND THE BROADER IMPLICATIONS OF THESE QUESTIONS
FOR AMERICAN DEMOCRACY.

LEGAL VOTING AGE IN THE UNITED STATES

FeperAaL VOTING AGE

THE UNITED STATES HAS A NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED MINIMUM VOTING AGE OF 18 YEARS OLD. THIS STANDARD WAS
ESTABLISHED WITH THE RATIFICATION OF THE 26TH AMENDMENT To THE U.S. CONSTITUTION IN 197 1, WHICH LOWERED THE
VOTING AGE FROM 2 1 To 18. THE AMENDMENT WAS LARGELY DRIVEN BY THE ARGUMENT THAT THOSE OF AGE TO SERVE IN THE
MILITARY SHOULD ALSO HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE.

o 26TH AMENDMENT (197 1): PROHIBITS STATES FROM DENYING THE RIGHT TO VOTE TO CITIZENS 18 YEARS AND OLDER
ON ACCOUNT OF AGE.

¢ IMPACT: ALL U.S. CITIZENS AGED 18 AND ABOVE ARE ELIGIBLE TO PARTICIPATE IN FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL
ELECTIONS, PROVIDED THEY MEET OTHER ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA SUCH AS REGISTRATION AND RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS.

STATE AND LocAL VOTING LAWS

W/HILE THE FEDERAL MINIMUM VOTING AGE IS ]8, STATES HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO SET ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS OR
RESTRICTIONS FOR STATE AND LOCAL ELECTIONS. HO\)VEVER, NONE HAVE SET A VOTING AGE HIGHER THAN 1 8, AND MANY HAVE
PROVISIONS TO FACILITATE YOUTH PARTICIPATION.

® VOTING REGISTRATION: MOST STATES REQUIRE VOTERS TO REGISTER PRIOR TO ELECTION DAY, OFTEN WITH DEADLINES
THAT CAN VARY.

e EARLY AND ABSENTEE VOTING: MANY STATES OFFER EARLY VOTING OPTIONS TO ENCOURAGE PARTICIPATION.

® YOUTH VOTING INITIATIVES: SOME LOCAL JURISDICTIONS HAVE EXPERIMENTED WITH LOWERING VOTING AGES FOR

CERTAIN ELECTIONS, SUCH AS SCHOOL BOARD VOTES, BUT THESE ARE NOT WIDESPREAD AT THE STATE OR FEDERAL
LEVEL.



SHouLD NoN-cITIzens BE ALLoweD To VoTe?

THE QUESTION OF WHETHER NON-CITIZENS SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO VOTE IS COMPLEX AND EVOKES STRONG OPINIONS, ROOTED
IN LEGAL, ETHICAL, AND PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS.

LEGAL PERSPECTIVE

UNDER CURRENT FEDERAL LAW AND MOST STATE LAWS, VOTING IN FEDERAL ELECTIONS IS RESTRICTED To U.S. CITIZENS. THE
VOTING RIGHTS ACT oF 1965 AND VARIOUS STATE STATUTES EXPLICITLY PROHIBIT NON-CITIZENS FROM PARTICIPATING IN
FEDERAL ELECTIONS.

® FEDERAL RESTRICTIONS: ONLY U.S. CITIZENS ARE ELIGIBLE TO VOTE IN FEDERAL ELECTIONS FOR PRESIDENT, CONGRESS,
AND OTHER NATIONAL OFFICES.

e STATE LAWS: MOST STATES FOLLOW THIS RULE, THOUGH SOME STATES AND LOCAL JURISDICTIONS HAVE DIFFERENT
POLICIES REGARDING NON-CITIZEN VOTING IN LOCAL ELECTIONS.

For EXAMPLE, SOME MUNICIPALITIES, SUCH AS SAN FRANCISCO AND CERTAIN CITIES IN MARYLAND, HAVE ALLOWED NON-
CITIZENS—OFTEN LEGAL RESIDENTS OR DOCUMENTED IMMIGRANTS—TO VOTE IN LOCAL ELECTIONS, PARTICULARLY SCHOOL
BOARD OR MUNICIPAL ISSUES. THESE ARE EXCEPTIONS RATHER THAN THE RULE AND ARE OFTEN SUBJECT TO LEGAL CHALLENGES.

ARGUMENTS IN FAVOR OF ALLOWING NON-CITIZENS TO VOTE

SUPPORTERS ARGUE THAT VOTING RIGHTS SHOULD BE EXTENDED TO NON-CITIZENS WHO HAVE LEGALLY ESTABLISHED RESIDENCE
AND CONTRIBUTE TO SOCIETY.

® REPRESENTATION OF RESIDENTS: NON-CITIZENS LIVING IN COMMUNITIES ARE DIRECTLY AFFECTED BY LOCAL POLICIES AND
TAXES, AND ALLOWING THEM TO VOTE ENSURES THEIR INTERESTS ARE REPRESENTED.

® |[NCLUSIVITY AND INTEGRATION: GRANTING VOTING RIGHTS TO LONG-TERM RESIDENTS PROMOTES SOCIAL INTEGRATION
AND ACKNOWLEDGES THEIR STAKE IN COMMUNITY \WELFARE.

* ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS: MANY NON-CITIZENS ARE VITAL MEMBERS OF THE W ORKFORCE, EDUCATORS, AND
COMMUNITY LEADERS WHOSE VOICES COULD HELP SHAPE POLICIES BENEFICIAL FOR GROWTH AND COHESION.

ARGUMENTS AGAINST ALLOWING NON-CITIZENS TO VOTE

OPPONENTS EMPHASIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF CITIZENSHIP AS A PREREQUISITE FOR VOTING, ASSERTING THAT IT SAFEGUARDS THE
INTEGRITY OF ELECTIONS AND THE SOVEREIGNTY OF THE NATION.

® LEGAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL INTEGRITY: VOTING IS A RIGHT RESERVED FOR CITIZENS, AS ENSHRINED IN THE
CONSTITUTION; ALLOWING NON-CITIZENS COULD UNDERMINE THIS PRINCIPLE.

¢ POTENTIAL FOR ABUSE OR FRAUD: EXTENDING VOTING RIGHTS BEYOND CITIZENS RAISES CONCERNS ABOUT ELECTION
SECURITY AND THE POTENTIAL FOR NON-CITIZENS TO INFLUENCE OUTCOMES.

® RESPONSIBILITY AND ALLEGIANCE: VOTING IS SEEN AS A CIVIC DUTY TIED TO ALLEGIANCE AND LOYALTY TO THE
COUNTRY, WHICH NON-CITIZENS DO NOT LEGALLY POSSESS.



BROADER IMPLICATIONS FOR DEMOCRACY

THE DEBATE AROUND VOTING AGE AND NON-CITIZEN VOTING REFLECTS DEEPER QUESTIONS ABOUT DEMOCRACY,
REPRESENTATION, AND CIVIC PARTICIPATION IN THE Us.

ExPANDING VOTING RIGHTS

PROPONENTS ARGUE THAT EXPANDING VOTING RIGHTS TO YOUNGER CITIZENS AND CERTAIN NON-CITIZENS COULD FOSTER
GREATER CIVIC ENGAGEMENT AND INCLUSIVITY.

® YOUTH PARTICIPATION: LOWERING THE VOTING AGE IN CERTAIN CONTEXTS (E.G., VOTING IN SCHOOL OR LOCAL
ELECTIONS) CAN PROMOTE EARLY CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY.

¢ |MMIGRANT INCLUSION: ALLOWING LEGAL RESIDENTS TO VOTE IN LOCAL ELECTIONS CAN IMPROVE COMMUNITY DECISION-
MAKING AND REFLECT THE DIVERSITY OF THE POPULATION.

PROTECTING ELECTORAL INTEGRITY

OPPONENTS COUNTER THAT STRICT ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS PRESERVE THE INTEGRITY OF ELECTIONS AND ENSURE THAT ONLY
THOSE WITH A LEGAL AND CIVIC STAKE IN THE NATION PARTICIPATE.

o CITIZENSHIP AS A SAFEGUARD: ENSURES VOTERS HAVE A LEGAL AND CIVIC CONNECTION TO THE COUNTRY.

® ELECTION SECURITY: PREVENTS POTENTIAL MANIPULATION OR DILUTION OF VOTES BY NON-CITIZENS.

PoTeNTIAL ReErForMS AND FUTURE TRENDS

THE LANDSCAPE OF VOTING RIGHTS CONTINUES TO EVOLVE, WITH SOME ADVOCATES PUSHING FOR REFORMS SUCH AS:

1. LOWERING THE VOTING AGE FURTHER FOR CERTAIN ELECTIONS OR CONTEXTS.
2. PERMITTING NON-CITIZENS, ESPECIALLY LEGAL RESIDENTS AND LONG~TERM IMMIGRANTS, TO VOTE IN LOCAL ELECTIONS.

3. IMPLEMENTING AUTOMATIC VOTER REGISTRATION AND OTHER MEASURES TO INCREASE PARTICIPATION ACROSS ALL
ELIGIBLE GROUPS.

HO\X/EVER/ ANY SIGNIFICANT CHANGE REQUIRES CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS OR LEGISLATIVE ACTION, WHICH INVOLVES
COMPLEX POLITICAL PROCESSES.

CoNCLUSION

IN SUMMARY, THE LEGAL VOTING AGE IN THE UNITED STATES IS SET AT 18 YEARS OLD, A STANDARD ESTABLISHED BY THE



26TH AMENDMENT AND UPHELD ACROSS ALL STATES. WHILE SOME LOCAL JURISDICTIONS EXPERIMENT WITH ALLOWING NON-
CITIZENS TO VOTE IN MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS, FEDERAL LAW RESTRICTS VOTING RIGHTS TO U.S. CITIZENS. THE DEBATE OVER
NON-CITIZEN VOTING REVOLVES AROUND QUESTIONS OF LEGAL SOVEREIGNTY, COMMUNITY REPRESENTATION, AND DEMOCRATIC
INCLUSIVITY. BALANCING THE INTEGRITY OF ELECTIONS WITH EFFORTS TO BROADEN CIVIC PARTICIPATION REMAINS AN ONGOING
CHALLENGE FOR POLICYMAKERS AND CITIZENS ALIKE. AS THE NATION CONTINUES TO GROW AND CHANGE, DISCUSSIONS ABOUT
VOTING RIGHTS AND ELIGIBILITY ARE LIKELY TO PERSIST, SHAPING THE FUTURE OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY.

W oro CouNT: ApPROXIMATELY 1,150 woRrDS

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE MINIMUM AGE REQUIRED TO VOTE IN FEDERAL ELECTIONS IN THE UNITED
STATES?

THE MINIMUM AGE TO VOTE IN FEDERAL ELECTIONS IN THE US IS 18 YEARS OLD, AS ESTABLISHED BY THE 26TH AMENDMENT.

ARE THERE ANY STATES THAT ALLOW 17-YEAR-OLDS TO VOTE IN CERTAIN
ELECTIONS?

YES/ SOME STATES PERMIT 17-YEAR-OLDS TO VOTE IN PRIMARY ELECTIONS IF THEY WILL TURN 18 BY THE GENERAL ELECTION,
BUT THIS VARIES BY STATE.

SHOULD NON-CITIZENS BE ALLOWED TO VOTE IN US ELECTIONS?

MOST EXPERTS AND LAWS CURRENTLY PROHIBIT NON-CITIZENS FROM VOTING, ARGUING THAT VOTING IS A RIGHT RESERVED FOR
CITIZENS, THOUGH THIS IS A TOPIC OF ONGOING DEBATE.

\WHAT ARE THE MAIN ARGUMENTS AGAINST ALLOWING NON-CITIZENS TO VOTEP

ARGUMENTS INCLUDE CONCERNS ABOUT LOYALTY, THE INTEGRITY OF ELECTIONS, AND THE IMPORTANCE OF VOTING AS A CIVIC
RIGHT EXCLUSIVE TO CITIZENS WHO ARE LEGALLY ELIGIBLE TO HOLD OFFICE.

ARE THERE ANY EXCEPTIONS FOR NON-CITIZENS VOTING IN LOCAL ELECTIONS?

YES, SOME LOCAL JURISDICTIONS HAVE ALLOWED NON-CITIZENS, SUCH AS LEGAL RESIDENTS OR IMMIGRANTS, TO VOTE IN
CERTAIN LOCAL ELECTIONS, BUT THESE ARE LIMITED AND CONTROVERSIAL.

How DOES THE VOTING AGE IN THE US COMPARE TO OTHER COUNTRIES?

THE US’s VOTING AGE OF 18 IS COMMON WORLDWIDE, BUT SOME COUNTRIES ALLOW VOTING AT 16 OR EVEN YOUNGER FOR
CERTAIN ELECTIONS.

\WHAT EFFORTS ARE BEING MADE TO LOWER THE VOTING AGE IN THE US?

THERE ARE ONGOING CAMPAIGNS AND LEGISLATION PROPOSALS ADVOCATING FOR LOWERING THE VOTING AGE TO 16 TO
INCREASE YOUTH ENGAGEMENT, BUT NONE HAVE BEEN WIDELY ADOPTED AT THE FEDERAL LEVEL.

\WHAT ARE THE POTENTIAL BENEFITS OF ALLOWING NON-CITIZENS TO VOTE?

PROPONENTS ARGUE IT WOULD PROMOTE CIVIC INTEGRATION, GIVE VOICE TO IMMIGRANT COMMUNITIES, AND REFLECT THE
INTERESTS OF ALL RESIDENTS IN LOCAL GOVERNANCE.



\WHAT IS THE CURRENT LEGAL STANCE ON NON-CITIZEN VOTING RIGHTS IN THE US?

LEGALLY, NON-CITIZENS ARE GENERALLY BARRED FROM VOTING IN FEDERAL ELECTIONS, AND LAWS VARY BY STATE WHEN IT
COMES TO LOCAL ELECTIONS; ENFORCEMENT AND LEGALITY CAN DIFFER WIDELY.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

VoTING AGE AND NON-CITIZEN VOTING RIGHTS IN THE U.S.: AN EXPERT ANALYSIS

INTRODUCTION

IN DEMOCRATIC SOCIETIES LIKE THE UNITED STATES, VOTING RIGHTS ARE FUNDAMENTAL TO CIVIC PARTICIPATION AND INFLUENCE
OVER GOVERNANCE. HO\X/EVER, QUESTIONS SURROUNDING WHAT AGE INDIVIDUALS SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO VOTE AND
WHETHER NON-CITIZENS SHOULD HAVE VOTING RIGHTS PROVOKE ONGOING DEBATES. THESE ISSUES ARE NOT ONLY LEGAL BUT
ALSO DEEPLY ROOTED IN NOTIONS OF CITIZENSHIP, MATURITY, CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY, AND INCLUSION. THIS ARTICLE PROVIDES A
COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION OF THESE TOPICS, EXPLORING HISTORICAL CONTEXTS, CURRENT LAWS, ARGUMENTS FOR AND
AGAINST DIFFERENT POLICIES, AND POTENTIAL IMPLICATIONS.

DETERMINING THE VOTING AGE IN THE UNITED STATES
HisTorIcAL BACKGROUND oF VOTING AGE LAWS

THE VOTING AGE IN THE U.S. HAS EVOLVED SIGNIFICANTLY OVER TIME. ORIGINALLY, STATES SET THEIR OWN VOTING AGES,
OFTEN BASED ON LOCAL CUSTOMS AND PERCEPTIONS OF MATURITY. THE FIRST NOTABLE FEDERAL STANDARD CAME WITH THE
26TH AMENDMENT IN 197 1, WHICH LOWERED THE VOTING AGE FROM 2 1 TO 18 ACROSS THE NATION, IN RESPONSE TO
ARGUMENTS THAT THOSE OF AGE 18 COULD BE DRAFTED FOR MILITARY SERVICE IN VIETNAM AND THUS SHOULD HAVE THE RIGHT
TO VOTE.

THE CURRENT LEGAL FRAMEW ORK

FEDERAL LAW:

- THE 26TH AMENDMENT (197 1) ESTABLISHES THAT THE MINIMUM VOTING AGE FOR FEDERAL ELECTIONS IS 18 YEARS OLD.
- THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT oF 1965 PROHIBITS DISCRIMINATION BASED ON AGE AMONG OTHER FACTORS BUT DOES NOT
SPECIFY A MINIMUM AGE BEYOND 18.

STATE LAWS:

- MOST STATES ADHERE TO THE FEDERAL MINIMUM OF 18, BUT SOME HAVE ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS.

- SOME STATES PERMIT EARLY VOTING OR PRE-REGISTRATION AT YOUNGER AGES (E.G., 16 OrR 17), BUT THE ACTUAL VOTING
OCCURS ONCE THE INDIVIDUAL TURNS 18.

- A FEW STATES, HISTORICALLY, HAVE ALLOWED VOTING AT AGES YOUNGER THAN 18 FOR LOCAL ELECTIONS, BUT THESE ARE
EXCEPTIONS RATHER THAN THE NORM.

ARGUMENTS FOR MAINTAINING THE AGE OF 18

- LEGAL MATURITY: PROPONENTS ARGUE THAT 18-YEAR-OLDS ARE LEGALLY ADULTS, CAPABLE OF MAKING INFORMED
DECISIONS, SERVING IN THE MILITARY, AND ENTERING INTO CONTRACTS.

- CONSISTENCY: HAVING A UNIFORM VOTING AGE SIMPLIFIES LEGAL STANDARDS AND CIVIC EXPECTATIONS.

- REsPoONSIBILITY: AT ]8, INDIVIDUALS ARE TYPICALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR ACTIONS AND CAN PARTICIPATE FULLY IN CIVIC
LIFE.

ARGUMENTS FOR LOWERING OR RAISING THE VOTING AGE

- LowERING TO 16: ADVOCATES BELIEVE THAT 10-YEAR-OLDS, WHO OFTEN WORK, DRIVE, AND PAY TAXES, SHOULD HAVE A
VOICE IN POLICIES AFFECTING THEIR LIVES. THEY ARGUE THAT EARLY VOTING ENGAGEMENT FOSTERS LIFELONG CIVIC



PARTICIPATION.
- RAISING THE AGE: SOME SUGGEST RAISING THE VOTING AGE TO 21 , EMPHASIZING MATURITY LEVELS AND THE IMPORTANCE OF
EXPERIENCE IN MAKING INFORMED CHOICES.

SHouLd NoN-CiTizens BE ALLOWED TO VOTE?
THe LEGAL STATUS oF NoN-CITIZENS IN THE U.S.

NON-CITIZENS IN THE UNITED STATES INCLUDE LEGAL PERMANENT RESIDENTS (GREEN CARD HOLDERS), VISA HOLDERS,
UNDOCUMENTED IMMIGRANTS, AND OTHERS. LEGALLY, THE RIGHT TO VOTE IS EXPLICITLY GRANTED TO U.S. CITIZENS, BOTH AT
FEDERAL AND STATE LEVELS.

FEDERAL LAW:

- THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT oF 1965 AND OTHER FEDERAL STATUTES SPECIFY THAT ONLY CITIZENS CAN VOTE IN FEDERAL
ELECTIONS FOR CONGRESS AND PRESIDENT.

- VOTING BY NON-CITIZENS IN FEDERAL ELECTIONS IS CONSIDERED A FELONY IN MANY STATES.

STATE AND LocaL LAaws:

- SOME JURISDICTIONS PERMIT NON-CITIZENS TO VOTE IN LOCAL ELECTIONS. FOR EXAMPLE, CERTAIN CITIES IN MARYLAND,
VERMONT, AND CALIFORNIA ALLOW NON-CITIZEN RESIDENTS TO PARTICIPATE IN MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS, ESPECIALLY FOR SCHOOL
BOARDS OR LOCAL COUNCILS.

- THESE POLICIES ARE OFTEN MOTIVATED BY EFFORTS TO INCLUDE LONG-TERM RESIDENTS WHO CONTRIBUTE SIGNIFICANTLY TO
THEIR COMMUNITIES.

ARGUMENTS IN FAVOR oF ALLOWING NoN-C|TIzENS TO VOTE

1. COMMUNITY REPRESENTATION:
NON-CITIZENS WHO RESIDE, WORK, AND PAY TAXES CONTRIBUTE TO LOCAL COMMUNITIES. ALLOWING THEM TO VOTE CAN
BETTER REPRESENT THEIR INTERESTS AND NEEDS.

2. DEMOCRATIC INCLUSIVITY:
EXTENDING VOTING RIGHTS TO NON-CITIZENS PROMOTES INCLUSIVITY, ACKNOWLEDGING THAT CIVIC ENGAGEMENT IS BENEFICIAL
FOR SOCIAL COHESION.

3. ENCOURAGEMENT OF INTEGRATION:
VOTING CAN FOSTER A SENSE OF BELONGING AND ENCOURAGE CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY AMONG IMMIGRANTS, POTENTIALLY LEADING
TO INCREASED CIVIC LITERACY AND INTEGRATION.

4. RECOGNITION OF LONG-TERM RESIDENCY:
RESIDENTS WHO PLAN TO STAY LONG-TERM OR HAVE ESTABLISHED ROOTS MAY DESERVE A VOICE IN LOCAL GOVERNANCE
DECISIONS THAT DIRECTLY IMPACT THEIR LIVES.

ARGUMENTS AGAINST ALLOWING NoN-CITIZENS TO VOTE

1. CITIZENSHIP AS A PREREQUISITE:
VOTING IS A FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT TIED TO CITIZENSHIP, WHICH BESTOWS RESPONSIBILITIES AND PRIVILEGES, INCLUDING
ALLEGIANCE TO THE NATION.

2. LEGAL AND SOVEREIGNTY CONCERNS:
ALLOWING NON-CITIZENS TO VOTE COULD UNDERMINE NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY AND THE INTEGRITY OF THE ELECTORAL PROCESS.

3. POTENTIAL FOR ABUSE:
NON-CITIZEN VOTING MIGHT BE EXPLOITED OR LEAD TO VOTER FRAUD, ESPECIALLY IN JURISDICTIONS WITH LAX REGULATIONS.

4. POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS:
NON-CITIZEN VOTING COULD SHIFT ELECTORAL OUTCOMES, RAISING QUESTIONS ABOUT THE LEGITIMACY OF ELECTED OFFICIALS
AND POLICIES.



A CoMPARATIVE ANALYSIS: GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES
MANY DEMOCRACIES GRAPPLE WITH SIMILAR QUESTIONS. FOR EXAMPLE:

- CANADA: CITIZENS AGED 18 AND OVER CAN VOTE FEDERALLY. SOME PROVINCES OR MUNICIPALITIES HAVE CONSIDERED OR
ENACTED POLICIES ALLOWING NON-CITIZENS TO VOTE IN LOCAL ELECTIONS, BUT THESE ARE LIMITED AND OFTEN CONTROVERSIAL.

- AUSTRALIA: ONLY AUSTRALIAN CITIZENS CAN VOTE, NON-CITIZENS ARE DISENFRANCHISED, REGARDLESS OF RESIDENCY.

- EuroPEAN COUNTRIES: GENERALLY RESTRICT VOTING RIGHTS TO CITIZENS, INCLUDING AT LOCAL LEVELS, ALTHOUGH SOME
COUNTRIES EXTEND VOTING RIGHTS TO NON-CITIZENS FOR MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS.

THIS GLOBAL CONTEXT UNDERSCORES THAT THE DEBATE OVER NON-CITIZEN VOTING IS NUANCED, WITH VARYING LEGAL
STANDARDS REFLECTING DIFFERING SOCIETAL VALUES ABOUT INCLUSION, SOVEREIGNTY, AND CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY.

THe PoLITICAL AND SocIAL IMPLICATIONS
For THE VOTING AGE

- LOWERING THE VOTING AGE:

COULD INCREASE YOUTH ENGAGEMENT, FOSTER EARLY CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY, AND INFLUENCE POLITICAL AGENDAS TO PRIORITIZE
ISSUES AFFECTING YOUNGER POPULATIONS. HOWEVER, CRITICS WORRY ABOUT WHETHER YOUNGER VOTERS POSSESS
SUFFICIENT MATURITY OR UNDERSTANDING.

- RAISING THE VOTING AGE:
MIGHT ENSURE VOTERS HAVE MORE LIFE EXPERIENCE AND STABILITY, BUT COULD DISENFRANCHISE YOUNGER CITIZENS AND REDUCE
OVERALL VOTER TURNOUT.

For NoN-CiTIzEN VOTING

- EXPANDING VOTING RIGHTS:
CoULD IMPROVE REPRESENTATION OF IMMIGRANT COMMUNITIES, STRENGTHEN SOCIAL COHESION, AND REFLECT THE DIVERSE
FABRIC OF AMERICAN SOCIETY.

- ResTrICTING VOTING TO CITIZENS:
MAINTAINS CLEAR LEGAL BOUNDARIES, PRESERVES THE CONCEPT OF CITIZENSHIP, AND AVOIDS POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OVER
SOVEREIGNTY AND ELECTORAL LEGITIMACY.

ConNcLUsIoN AND FUTUrRe QUTLOOK

THE QUESTION OF HOW OLD PEOPLE SHOULD BE TO VOTE IN THE U.S. AND WHETHER NON-CITIZENS SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO
VOTE ARE COMPLEX ISSUES WITH DEEP LEGAL, ETHICAL, AND SOCIETAL DIMENSIONS. CURRENTLY, THE LAW ESTABLISHES 18 AS
THE MINIMUM VOTING AGE, REFLECTING A SOCIETAL CONSENSUS ABOUT MATURITY AND RESPONSIBILITY. THE DEBATE OVER NON-
CITIZEN VOTING RIGHTS CONTINUES AT THE LOCAL LEVEL, WITH SOME JURISDICTIONS EXPERIMENTING WITH INCLUSIVITY.

LoOKING FORWARD, POTENTIAL REFORMS MAY INCLUDE:

- RECONSIDERING THE VOTING AGE THROUGH STATE INITIATIVES OR CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS, POSSIBLY EXPERIMENTING
WITH LOWER AGES FOR LOCAL ELECTIONS OR CIVICS EDUCATION ENHANCEMENTS.

- EXPANDING OR RESTRICTING NON-CITIZEN VOTING RIGHTS BASED ON COMMUNITY NEEDS, POLITICAL CLIMATE, AND EVOLVING

PERCEPTIONS OF CIVIC INCLUSION.

ULTIMATELY, THESE ISSUES REFLECT BROADER TENSIONS BETWEEN INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS, SOCIETAL COHESION, AND THE PRINCIPLES



OF DEMOCRACY. AS THE NATION CONTINUES TO EVOLVE, SO TOO WILL ITS POLICIES AND DEBATES AROUND WHO HAS THE
RIGHT TO PARTICIPATE IN SHAPING ITS FUTURE.

FINAL THOUGHTS

IN A DEMOCRACY, VOTING IS BOTH A RIGHT AND A RESPONSIBILITY. DETERMINING THE APPROPRIATE AGE AND ELIGIBILITY
STANDARDS INVOLVES BALANCING MATURITY, CIVIC ENGAGEMENT, LEGAL INTEGRITY, AND INCLUSIVITY. W/HILE THE CURRENT
LEGAL FRAMEWORK EMPHASIZES CITIZENSHIP AND 18 AS THE VOTING AGE, ONGOING DISCUSSIONS AND EXPERIMENTS SUGGEST
THAT THESE STANDARDS ARE SUBJECT TO SOCIETAL VALUES AND EVOLVING NORMS. \WHETHER THROUGH LEGISLATIVE REFORM,
JUDICIAL INTERPRETATION, OR COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT, THE FUTURE OF VOTING RIGHTS IN AMERICA WILL CONTINUE TO
REFLECT THE NATION’S COMMITMENT TO DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES AND SOCIAL JUSTICE.
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