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Envisioning a scenario where you have the power to step into the shoes of a character
from a novel and offer them advice opens a fascinating window into storytelling, character
development, and reader engagement. Literature often presents characters facing
dilemmas, conflicts, or personal growth journeys—many of which could be radically
altered or improved with a well-timed piece of advice. This article explores the compelling
question: Whom would you choose to advise in a novel, and what guidance would you offer
to help them navigate their story more successfully? We will analyze various iconic
characters from classic and contemporary literature, consider the impact of advice on
their narrative arcs, and discuss the broader implications of offering guidance within
fictional worlds.

---

The Power of Advice in Fictional Narratives

Before diving into specific characters, it’s essential to understand why advice plays such a
vital role in stories. Advice can serve as:

- A catalyst for change: A character's decision to accept or reject advice can alter their
fate.
- A reflection of the protagonist’s internal conflicts: Advice often highlights their struggles
or aspirations.
- A mirror to the reader’s values: The kind of advice given reveals moral or philosophical
standpoints.
- A tool for character development: Wise counsel can enable characters to grow, change,
or find resolution.

In literature, characters often operate within constraints—social, psychological, or
supernatural—that influence their choices. An external voice offering guidance can
challenge or affirm their beliefs, prompting growth or tragedy.

---

Choosing the Right Character to Advise

Selecting a character for advice depends on several factors:



- The character’s central conflict or dilemma
- Their openness to change or influence
- The potential impact of advice on their story arc
- The thematic significance of their journey

Some characters are on the brink of crucial decisions, making them prime candidates for
advice. Others are in static situations where guidance could introduce new possibilities.

---

Notable Characters and the Advice They Need

Below are some prominent characters from literature and the hypothetical advice that
could significantly influence their stories.

1. Hamlet from William Shakespeare’s "Hamlet"

The Character & Their Dilemma: Hamlet is caught in a web of revenge, morality, and
indecision. His internal conflict about avenging his father’s murder leads to tragic
consequences.

Potential Advice:
“Trust your instincts, but also consider the consequences of your actions. Sometimes,
patience and strategic planning can achieve your goals more effectively than impulsive
revenge.”

Impact of Advice:
Encouraging Hamlet to step back and think more pragmatically could have prevented
unnecessary tragedy, possibly leading to a more nuanced resolution rather than
destructive revenge.

---

2. Jay Gatsby from F. Scott Fitzgerald’s "The Great
Gatsby"

The Character & Their Dilemma: Gatsby’s relentless pursuit of a lost love and a dream-
driven life often blinds him to reality.

Potential Advice:
“While dreaming big is admirable, recognize when your hopes are rooted in illusion.
Embrace the present and accept the limitations of your reality to find genuine happiness.”

Impact of Advice:



This guidance might have helped Gatsby detach from his obsession with Daisy, allowing
him to build a more authentic life or find peace with his unfulfilled dreams.

---

3. Elizabeth Bennet from Jane Austen’s "Pride and
Prejudice"

The Character & Their Dilemma: Elizabeth struggles with her prejudices and
misunderstandings, which affect her judgments and relationships.

Potential Advice:
“Remain open-minded and willing to reconsider your first impressions. True
understanding comes from patience and empathy.”

Impact of Advice:
Such advice could accelerate her personal growth, fostering deeper connections and
possibly preventing misunderstandings that threaten her happiness.

---

4. Holden Caulfield from J.D. Salinger’s "The Catcher in
the Rye"

The Character & Their Dilemma: Holden feels alienated and struggles with grief, identity,
and the loss of innocence.

Potential Advice:
“Seek help and allow others to support you. Facing your feelings honestly can lead to
healing and a clearer path forward.”

Impact of Advice:
Guiding Holden to accept vulnerability and seek support might have helped him navigate
his emotional turmoil more constructively, possibly altering his trajectory.

---

How Advice Could Alter Narrative Outcomes

The inclusion of advice in a novel isn’t just about changing a single character’s decision; it
can ripple through the story’s entire fabric:

- Preventing tragedy: Advice could steer characters away from destructive choices.
- Facilitating growth: Guidance may unlock hidden strengths or insights.



- Shifting themes: The moral or philosophical messages of the story could be reframed.
- Changing relationships: Advice can influence how characters relate to each other,
fostering reconciliation or estrangement.

Example:
In "Macbeth," if Macbeth had received wise counsel warning him against unchecked
ambition, the entire tragedy might have been averted, emphasizing themes of fate versus
free will.

---

Ethical Considerations of Giving Advice in Fiction

While offering advice might seem beneficial, it’s vital to consider:

- The character’s agency: Advice should enhance rather than diminish their autonomy.
- The story’s purpose: Sometimes, characters’ flaws are essential to the narrative.
- Reader engagement: Advice can serve as a way for readers to reflect on their values and
choices.

An overbearing or misplaced piece of advice might undermine a character’s development
or the story’s authenticity, so it must be crafted thoughtfully.

---

Conclusion: The Power of Insight in Literature

Imagining yourself as a guide to a character in a novel underscores the profound influence
of wisdom and guidance within storytelling. Whether it’s Hamlet’s hesitation, Gatsby’s
illusions, Elizabeth’s prejudices, or Holden’s despair, the right advice at the right moment
could alter their destinies—and by extension, the messages conveyed to readers.
Literature often explores themes of growth, redemption, and tragedy, and advice can
serve as a catalyst for positive change or a reminder of human limitations. Ultimately, the
exercise of choosing whom to advise and what to say reveals not only insights into the
characters but also into our own values and understanding of human nature.

If you could give advice to one character in a novel, who would it be, and what guidance
would you offer? Reflecting on this question enriches our appreciation of storytelling and
highlights the timeless importance of wisdom, empathy, and understanding in navigating
life’s challenges.

Frequently Asked Questions



If you could give one piece of advice to Elizabeth Bennet
from 'Pride and Prejudice,' what would it be?
I would advise Elizabeth to look beyond first impressions and give Mr. Darcy a chance to
reveal his true character, as this could lead to a happier ending for both of them.

What advice would you give to Harry Potter to help him
navigate his challenges better?
I would tell Harry to trust his instincts more and seek support from friends and mentors
earlier when feeling overwhelmed, which could help him face his enemies more
effectively.

If you could advise Jay Gatsby in 'The Great Gatsby,'
what would you suggest?
I would advise Gatsby to accept that his idealized love may not be attainable and to find
happiness in the present rather than chasing illusions of the past.

What guidance would you offer to Scout Finch from 'To
Kill a Mockingbird'?
I would suggest Scout to remain open-minded and empathetic, understanding that people
are complex and that prejudice often stems from ignorance.

If you could give one piece of advice to Holden Caulfield
from 'The Catcher in the Rye,' what would it be?
I would advise Holden to seek help and open up about his feelings, which could help him
find stability and understanding in his turbulent world.

What advice would you give to Katniss Everdeen from
'The Hunger Games' to improve her chances of survival?
I would recommend Katniss to build alliances and communicate more openly with others,
as teamwork could increase her chances of survival.

If you could advise Frodo Baggins in 'The Lord of the
Rings,' what would it be?
I would tell Frodo to trust his friends more and to remember that even the smallest person
can make a significant difference in the fight against evil.

What guidance would you offer to Huckleberry Finn



from 'Adventures of Huckleberry Finn'?
I would advise Huck to listen to his conscience and trust that doing what is right, even if
it’s difficult, is the true path to freedom and integrity.

If you could give one piece of advice to Jane Eyre from
'Jane Eyre,' what would it be?
I would advise Jane to recognize her own worth and not settle for less than she deserves in
her relationships, ensuring her independence and happiness.

What advice would you give to Sherlock Holmes in his
detective work?
I would suggest Sherlock to consider the emotional and human aspects of cases more
deeply, which could lead to even more insightful deductions.
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In the vast landscape of literature, characters often find themselves caught in complex
dilemmas, facing challenges that seem insurmountable. Readers become emotionally
invested, rooting for their journey, yet sometimes, a simple piece of advice could have
shifted the narrative’s course or alleviated a character’s suffering. This thought
experiment invites us to consider which character’s fate might have been altered most
profoundly with the right guidance—and what that guidance might look like. In this
article, we delve into various classic and contemporary novels, exploring potential advice
that could have made a significant difference, and examine the broader implications of
intervention in fictional worlds.

---

The Power of Advice in Literature: Why It Matters

Before selecting a character and offering advice, it’s important to understand why such an
exercise resonates deeply with readers and writers alike. Advice—be it in the form of
wisdom, caution, or encouragement—serves as a catalyst for change. In stories, characters
often act based on their perceptions, fears, desires, and limited knowledge. When an
external voice offers insight, it can prompt reconsideration, re-evaluation of choices, and
ultimately, transformation.

This thematic exploration underscores a crucial truth: in storytelling, intervention can
reshape narratives, and in real life, guidance can alter outcomes. Literature often reflects
this dynamic, illustrating how pivotal advice can be in the unfolding of a character’s
destiny. With that understanding, let’s examine some compelling candidates for whom
advice could have been transformative.



---

Anne Frank: A Voice of Confidence in Darkness

The Context

In The Diary of a Young Girl, Anne Frank’s journal reveals a bright, curious, and hopeful
teenager concealed in a secret annex during World War II. Despite her resilience, Anne’s
youthful insecurities and doubts about her self-worth often surface, especially as she
grapples with the oppressive environment around her.

The Advice

A piece of advice that might have bolstered Anne’s confidence could have been:
"Your voice matters, and your thoughts are valuable. Keep believing in yourself, even
when circumstances seem bleak."

Impact

Such reassurance might have helped Anne develop a stronger sense of identity amid fear
and uncertainty. It could have encouraged her to continue writing more openly, possibly
reinforcing her resilience and self-esteem. While her diary already served as an outlet,
external affirmation might have empowered her to see her own worth beyond the confines
of her environment, perhaps influencing her future perspectives or inspiring her to pursue
her dreams more boldly.

---

Hamlet: Navigating the Complexities of Revenge

The Context

In Shakespeare’s Hamlet, the prince is driven by revenge for his father’s murder, but his
indecisiveness, philosophical introspections, and moral dilemmas lead to tragic delays and
unintended consequences.

The Advice

A strategic piece of advice for Hamlet might have been:
"Balance your moral concerns with your sense of urgency. Sometimes, decisive action is
necessary to prevent further harm."

Impact

This guidance could have prompted Hamlet to act more decisively, perhaps reducing the
chain of events leading to multiple deaths. While Hamlet’s introspection is a core theme,
external advice emphasizing the importance of timely action might have altered the tragic
outcome, leading to a more favorable resolution or at least sparing some lives.

---



Jay Gatsby: The Illusion of the American Dream

The Context

In The Great Gatsby, Jay Gatsby’s relentless pursuit of an idealized love and status
ultimately leads to his downfall. His unwavering hope blinds him to reality, contributing to
his tragic end.

The Advice

A pivotal piece of advice for Gatsby might have been:
"Chase your dreams, but stay grounded in reality. Recognize when your aspirations are
built on illusions."

Impact

This counsel could have helped Gatsby confront the truth about his love and social
ambitions, possibly prompting a reevaluation of his goals. Recognizing the limits of his
pursuits might have prevented his demise or, at the very least, mitigated some of the
heartbreak. It underscores how awareness and honesty about one’s circumstances can
influence life’s direction.

---

Elizabeth Bennet: Embracing Self-Confidence

The Context

In Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice, Elizabeth Bennet navigates societal expectations and
personal prejudices. Her initial misjudgments about Mr. Darcy and her own biases create
obstacles to happiness.

The Advice

A supportive piece of advice for Elizabeth could have been:
"Trust your judgment, but also be open to change. Self-awareness and humility can lead
you to happiness."

Impact

If Elizabeth had embraced this guidance earlier, she might have recognized her prejudices
sooner, leading to a quicker reconciliation with Mr. Darcy. This could have shortened the
emotional turmoil and strengthened her self-confidence, allowing her to forge healthier
relationships earlier in the story.

---

Atticus Finch: Teaching Empathy and Patience

The Context



In Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird, Atticus Finch embodies moral integrity and
compassion amid racial prejudice. His advice to his children often emphasizes
understanding others’ perspectives.

The Advice

A piece of advice that might have further strengthened his children’s empathy could have
been:
"Always seek to understand before judging, and remember that everyone’s story is more
complex than it appears."

Impact

While Atticus already advocates for empathy, reinforcing this with more explicit guidance
could have helped Scout and Jem develop even deeper compassion, possibly influencing
their future judgments and interactions beyond the novel’s scope.

---

Broader Reflections: The Ethical Dimensions of Giving Advice

While imagining offering advice to fictional characters is engaging, it also prompts us to
consider the ethical dimensions of intervention. Would external advice have altered the
natural course of the story? Could it diminish the character’s agency or the thematic
depth? For instance:

- Authenticity of character growth: Sometimes, characters must struggle with their flaws
to grow authentically. Intervention might shortcut this process.
- Narrative integrity: The author’s intent often involves characters making mistakes or
facing consequences. Changing advice might undermine that vision.
- Reader engagement: Part of the story’s power lies in characters’ journeys—advice could
alter reader perceptions of the character’s development.

Yet, the exercise remains valuable as it underscores the importance of guidance—both in
literature and life—and how external input can shape outcomes.

---

Conclusion: The Power and Limitations of Advice

Imagining the possibility of offering advice to a novel’s character reveals the profound
influence that insight, support, and guidance can have. Whether it’s boosting Anne Frank’s
confidence, urging Hamlet to act decisively, or helping Gatsby face reality, the right words
at the right moment might have changed lives—and stories—for the better.

This exploration underscores a universal truth: in life, as in literature, advice is a powerful
tool. It can serve as a catalyst for growth, a means of steering away from tragedy, or a
gentle reminder to stay true to oneself. While characters’ journeys often involve struggle
and transformation, the hypothetical exercise of intervention reminds us of the importance
of wisdom, patience, and compassion—values that remain timeless, both within stories and
beyond.



---

In the end, the question isn’t just whom we’d advise, but how we can apply these lessons
in our own lives—to listen, to guide, and to support those around us on their journeys.
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