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Introduction

The year 1776 stands as a pivotal moment in American history, marking the onset of the
Revolutionary War and the struggle for independence from British rule. Among the many
significant events that unfolded during this tumultuous period, the military campaigns and
territorial movements in key locations such as New York, Princeton, and Trenton played a
crucial role in shaping the future of the United States. These battles and maneuvers
involved various factions—most notably the British forces, the American colonists fighting
for independence, and the French who would later enter the war as allies. To understand
who took control of these strategic locations in 1776, it is essential to explore the
historical context, the key players involved, and the outcomes of these crucial moments.

Historical Context of 1776

The year 1776 was a turning point in American history, characterized by the colonies'
declaration of independence, the formation of revolutionary armies, and a series of
military engagements that challenged British authority. The crisis began with widespread
discontent over taxation without representation, leading to protests such as the Boston
Tea Party and escalating into open rebellion. The Continental Congress declared
independence on July 4, 1776, setting the stage for a protracted conflict.

During this period, the colonies faced numerous challenges, including organizing armies,
securing supplies, and gaining international support. The battles of Trenton and Princeton,
in particular, became symbolic victories for the Continental Army, boosting morale and
demonstrating that the colonists could stand up to the British forces. Meanwhile, New
York was a focal point of strategic importance, given its size, location, and economic
significance.

Key Players and Their Roles

- The British Forces: Under the command of General William Howe, the British sought to
quash the rebellion, secure loyalist support, and regain control of key territories.
- The Colonial (American) Forces: Led initially by General George Washington, the
American patriots aimed to defend their land, gain independence, and challenge British
dominance.
- The French: Although France officially entered the war later, in 1778, political and
military support from France was being negotiated during 1776, and their potential
involvement was an influential factor in the revolutionary struggle.



Now, let’s delve into the specific events in New York, Princeton, and Trenton to
understand who took control of these locations and how.

The Control of New York in 1776

British Capture of New York City

In 1776, New York City was a critical strategic location for both the British and the
American revolutionaries. The city’s port, economic significance, and proximity to
revolutionary strongholds made it a focal point of military operations.

- Initial British Occupation: After the Declaration of Independence, British forces under
General William Howe launched a massive campaign to seize New York City.
- Battle of Long Island: In August 1776, British troops engaged the Continental Army in
the Battle of Long Island (also called the Battle of Brooklyn). Despite some American
resistance, the British managed to outflank and overwhelm the colonial forces.
- Outcome: The British successfully captured New York City in late 1776, establishing
control over the city and surrounding areas. This occupation lasted throughout most of the
Revolutionary War.

Significance of British Control

- The British established a stronghold in New York, using it as a base for further
operations into the colonies.
- The occupation disrupted American supply lines and communications.
- It also served as a deterrent to revolutionary activities in the region.

The Battles of Trenton and Princeton

The Battle of Trenton (December 26, 1776)

One of the most famous early victories for the Continental Army was the attack on
Trenton, New Jersey.

- Context: After a series of setbacks, including the loss of New York City, the Continental
Army faced a bleak outlook heading into winter.
- Strategic Surprise: George Washington devised a daring plan to cross the icy Delaware
River and attack the Hessian mercenaries (German auxiliaries allied with the British)
stationed in Trenton.
- The Attack: Under cover of darkness, Washington’s troops crossed the river on Christmas
night and launched a surprise attack early on December 26, 1776.
- Outcome: The Patriots captured over 900 Hessian soldiers with minimal casualties,
boosting morale and proving that the revolution could succeed.



Impact of the Trenton Victory

- It revitalized the revolutionary cause at a critical time.
- It demonstrated Washington’s leadership and strategic ingenuity.
- It encouraged enlistments and increased support for the Continental Army.

The Battle of Princeton (January 3, 1777)

Following the victory at Trenton, Washington continued his campaign with a surprise
attack on British forces in Princeton.

- Strategic Importance: The victory at Princeton further destabilized British control in New
Jersey.
- The Battle: Washington’s forces executed a daring maneuver, attacking the British
garrison at Princeton and forcing them to retreat.
- Outcome: The Americans secured the town, and the victory was instrumental in
maintaining the revolutionary momentum.

Legacy of the Battles

- These victories shifted the momentum in favor of the colonists.
- They showcased the effectiveness of unconventional tactics and the resilience of the
Continental Army.
- They served as rallying points for the independence movement.

The Role of France and International Support

While in 1776 France had not yet entered the war directly, diplomatic negotiations were
underway, and the possibility of French intervention was a significant concern for the
British.

- French Support: France would officially enter the war in 1778, providing crucial military
aid, supplies, and naval support.
- Impact of French Involvement: Their entry would eventually turn the tide of the war, but
in 1776, their support was more diplomatic and financial than military.

Summary: Who Took Over in 1776?

Based on the events and context of 1776:

- New York: The British forces, under General William Howe, captured and held New York
City, establishing control over the strategic location.
- Trenton: The American colonists, led by George Washington, achieved a significant
victory by capturing Trenton from the Hessians.
- Princeton: The colonists also took control of Princeton through a surprise attack,



consolidating their momentum.

Final Answer:

In 1776, New York was taken over by the British, while the colonists successfully captured
Princeton and Trenton.

Therefore, the correct choice is:

C. The Colonists (for Princeton and Trenton) and B. The British (for New York).

This highlights the complex nature of the conflict, where control of different key locations
shifted between the British and the American revolutionaries during this critical year. It
was a period of fierce battles, strategic ingenuity, and hope for independence that would
ultimately reshape the future of the United States.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

Who took over New York, Princeton, and Trenton in
1776?
B. The British

During the American Revolutionary War, which power
controlled New York, Princeton, and Trenton in 1776?
The British

In 1776, which forces occupied key locations like New
York, Princeton, and Trenton?
The British

Who was responsible for taking control of New York,
Princeton, and Trenton in 1776?
The British



Were New York, Princeton, and Trenton taken over by
the French, the British, or the Colonists in 1776?
The British

What was the main foreign power occupying New York,
Princeton, and Trenton during 1776?
The British

Additional Resources
In 1776, New York, Princeton, and Trenton were taken over by who? A. The French B. The
British C. The Colonists

This question touches on a pivotal moment in American history, a year marked by intense
conflict, strategic military maneuvers, and the burgeoning fight for independence. The
year 1776 is often remembered as the dawn of the American Revolution—a time when the
thirteen colonies began to actively challenge British rule, forging a new nation from the
tumult of war. To understand the significance of the events in New York, Princeton, and
Trenton, it’s essential to explore the historical context, identify the players involved, and
analyze how these locations became focal points in the struggle for independence.

---

Historical Context of 1776: The Year of
Revolution

The year 1776 is widely celebrated for the adoption of the Declaration of Independence on
July 4th, signaling the colonies’ formal break from British authority. Yet, behind this iconic
moment were a series of military campaigns, strategic battles, and political upheavals that
defined the trajectory of the revolution.

At this stage, the colonies were embroiled in a conflict with Britain that had begun in 1775
with the Battles of Lexington and Concord. The American colonists, motivated by a desire
for self-governance, economic freedom, and resistance to perceived tyranny, had begun
organizing militias and seeking aid from foreign powers.

The British, on their part, aimed to suppress the rebellion swiftly and decisively, deploying
significant military forces to quell the uprising. The conflict spread across the colonies,
with key battles shaping the course of the revolution. Among these, the events around
New York, Princeton, and Trenton in 1776 and the following years stand out as critical
turning points.

---



Who Took Over New York, Princeton, and Trenton
in 1776?

The answer to the question posed at the outset is primarily C. The Colonists, although the
specifics of control and occupation varied over time.

British Control in 1776

In 1776, New York City was under British control from the beginning of the war. The
British occupied the city in September 1776 after the Battle of Long Island (or Brooklyn
Heights), which was one of the largest battles of the Revolutionary War. The British aimed
to use New York as a strategic base to control the Hudson River and cut off New England
from the southern colonies.

American (Colonial) Efforts

While the British held New York City and other key locations, the colonies launched a
series of daring military campaigns to challenge British dominance, notably in Trenton and
Princeton. These were part of the broader strategy to disrupt British hold on New Jersey
and rally colonial morale.

Control of Princeton and Trenton

In early 1776, neither Princeton nor Trenton was under firm colonial control, but
revolutionary forces began to contest British authority there. The turning point came in
late 1776 and early 1777, with the famous Battles of Trenton (December 26, 1776) and
Princeton (January 3, 1777), where colonial troops, under General George Washington,
scored significant victories against the Hessian and British forces.

---

Detailed Examination of Key Locations

New York City: The British Stronghold

Strategic Importance

New York City’s strategic location along the Atlantic coast and its deep harbor made it an
essential military and economic hub. Its capture by the British in 1776 was a major blow to
the colonial cause and gave Britain a foothold in North America.

The Battle of Long Island

In August 1776, British forces under General William Howe launched a large-scale assault
on the American defenses on Long Island. The Americans, led by General George



Washington, were outnumbered and outmaneuvered, resulting in a significant British
victory and the subsequent occupation of New York City.

Life Under British Control

For the duration of the war, New York remained under British control until the final years
of the conflict. The city served as the administrative center for British operations in the
colonies and was a base of supply and communication.

Trenton: The Site of a Revolutionary Victory

Background

Trenton, a small town in New Jersey, was occupied by Hessian mercenaries hired by the
British. The Hessians had been stationed there after the British victory in New York and
aimed to maintain control over the region.

The Battle of Trenton (December 26, 1776)

One of the most famous battles of the Revolution, Washington’s daring crossing of the
Delaware River led to a surprise attack on the Hessian forces at Trenton. The colonial
forces achieved a decisive victory, capturing nearly 1,000 prisoners.

Impact

This victory boosted colonial morale and reinvigorated the revolutionary cause at a time
when hopes were waning. It demonstrated the resilience and strategic ingenuity of
Washington’s army.

Princeton: A Strategic and Symbolic Victory

Prelude to the Battle

Following the victory at Trenton, Washington moved his troops southward to Princeton.
The British aimed to regain control of New Jersey, which was vital for both strategic and
symbolic reasons.

The Battle of Princeton (January 3, 1777)

In a daring daytime attack, Washington’s forces engaged British troops and secured a
crucial victory. Princeton’s victory further destabilized British control in New Jersey and
helped maintain the momentum of the colonial cause.

Significance

Princeton became a symbol of American resilience and determination. The victories at
Trenton and Princeton are often seen as pivotal moments that shifted the momentum of



the Revolution in favor of the colonists.

---

The Broader Significance of 1776 Control

While in 1776, the colonists had not yet fully expelled the British from all key locations,
their efforts in battles like Trenton and Princeton marked the beginning of a transition in
control and morale. The victories demonstrated that the colonial forces could challenge
and defeat the British, setting the stage for further successes in the subsequent years.

British Perspective

The British, during 1776, maintained control over New York City and sought to suppress
the rebellion through military might. Their occupation of strategic locations like New York
was intended to isolate New England and crush colonial resistance.

Colonial Resilience

Despite setbacks, the colonial forces, under Washington’s leadership, began to turn the
tide with bold, surprise attacks that disrupted British plans and invigorated the
revolutionary movement.

---

Conclusion: Who Was in Control in 1776?

To answer the original question: In 1776, New York was taken over by the British, who
occupied it from September of that year after the Battle of Long Island. However,
Princeton and Trenton were sites of significant colonial victories led by George
Washington, marking the beginning of colonial resurgence and defiance.

Summing up:

- New York: Controlled by the British after 1776, serving as a key military and strategic
base.
- Princeton and Trenton: Under colonial (Patriot) control following victorious battles,
symbolizing resilience and strategic ingenuity.

The year 1776 was thus a complex tapestry of occupation, resistance, and strategic
maneuvering—laying the groundwork for American independence and eventual victory in
the Revolutionary War.

---

In essence, the answer to the question is: In 1776, New York was taken over by the



British, while Princeton and Trenton became symbols of colonial resilience in the fight for
independence.
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