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When exploring the literary works of T. N. Mukharji, one cannot overlook his humorous and satirical
portrayal of the English, especially through his vivid descriptions of English tables. His writings offer a
unique lens through which readers can understand the cultural nuances and peculiarities of the
English, often highlighting their habits, customs, and societal norms with a touch of wit and satire. This
article delves into how Mukharji humorously depicts the English through his portrayal of their dining

habits and table manners, shedding light on his critical yet humorous perspective.

Understanding T. N. Mukharji’s Satirical Approach

The Context of Mukharji’s Work

T. N. Mukhariji, a renowned Indian writer and critic, was known for his keen observation and satirical
commentary on Western customs, particularly those of the English. His works often aimed to highlight
the discrepancies between Western and Indian cultures, emphasizing the quirks and idiosyncrasies of

the English in a humorous manner.



The Significance of Humor in His Writing

Mukhariji’s humor is not merely for entertainment; it serves as a tool for social critique. By poking fun at
the English, he invites readers to reflect on cultural differences and question the rigidity of Western

customs, often revealing their absurdities through satire.

Portrayal of the English Table in Mukharji’s Writings

Descriptions of the English Dining Scene

Mukhariji vividly describes the English dining table as a stage where social etiquette and rigid manners
are displayed with meticulous precision. His descriptions often highlight the formality, the elaborate

rituals, and the peculiarities that define English dining customs.

¢ Formality and Rituals: Mukharji notes how the English place great emphasis on etiquette, with

various rules governing the use of cutlery, seating arrangements, and serving order.

e Elaborate Table Settings: He humorously depicts the array of utensils, napkins, and tablecloths,

portraying them as symbols of the English’s obsession with order and decorum.

« Silent Dining: Mukharji often remarks on the quietness at the English table, suggesting that it

reflects their desire to maintain decorum and avoid any discomfort or disorder.

Humorous Critique of English Table Manners

Mukharji’s satire extends to the peculiarities of English table manners, which he often presents with

comic exaggeration:



1. The Use of Cutlery: He humorously points out how the English meticulously follow their rules for
using knives, forks, and spoons, sometimes to the point of absurdity, emphasizing their

obsession with order.

2. Eating Style: Mukharji describes how the English prefer to eat in a very reserved manner,

avoiding any gestures that might seem untidy or unbecoming.

3. Conversation and Silence: He notes how the English maintain a stiff silence, believing that talking

loudly or casually at the table is inappropriate, which Mukharji finds amusingly rigid.

lllustrative Anecdotes and Imagery

Mukhariji often uses vivid imagery and anecdotes to poke fun at the English table manners:

* He describes a typical English dinner as a scene where everyone is "struggling to keep their

elbows off the table, lest they violate the unwritten law of decorum."

e Mukharji humorously narrates how English hosts meticulously inspect their guests’ table

manners, sometimes with almost comical seriousness.

¢ He depicts the English as individuals who treat their cutlery as sacred objects, almost reverently,

which he finds amusingly excessive.



The Cultural Implications of Mukharji’s Portrayal

Critique of Rigid Social Norms

Mukhariji’s portrayal of the English table not only aims at humor but also serves as a critique of their
rigid social norms. He suggests that such obsession with etiquette often results in a stifling

atmosphere, where genuine communication is hindered by the fear of breaking rules.

Reflection on Cultural Differences

His satirical depiction invites readers, especially Indians and other non-Westerners, to reflect on the
cultural differences in social behavior. Mukharji’s humor highlights how customs that seem trivial or

peculiar to outsiders actually hold significant importance within the culture.

The Irony and Absurdity

Mukharji often underscores the irony of the English’s pride in their table manners, which sometimes
appear overly elaborate or unnecessary. His humorous portrayal reveals the absurdity of placing so

much importance on superficial rituals, prompting a broader discussion on cultural relativity.

Impact of Mukharji’s Satire on Readers

Educational and Entertaining

Mukharji’s humorous descriptions serve an educational purpose, helping readers understand the

nuances of English customs while entertaining them with witty commentary.



Promoting Cultural Awareness

His satire encourages readers to appreciate cultural diversity and to view customs with a sense of

humor and open-mindedness rather than rigid judgment.

Encouraging Self-Reflection

By poking fun at the English, Mukharji indirectly prompts readers to reflect on their own cultural

practices and the importance they assign to social rituals.

Conclusion: Mukharji’s Enduring Legacy

T. N. Mukharji’s portrayal of the English table is a masterful blend of humor, satire, and cultural
critique. His vivid descriptions and witty observations not only entertain but also provoke thoughtful
reflection on cultural norms and the absurdities inherent in social rituals. Through his humorous lens,
Mukhariji invites readers to view the English customs with a mixture of amusement and critical insight,
fostering a deeper understanding of cultural differences. His work remains a valuable contribution to
cross-cultural literature, emphasizing that humor can be a powerful tool for social commentary and

mutual understanding.
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Frequently Asked Questions

How does T. N. Mukharji depict the English table manners in his visit



to Europe?

He humorously portrays the English table manners as overly formal and rigid, highlighting their

obsession with etiquette and protocol.

What humorous observations does Mukharji make about the English
dining habits?

Mukharji pokes fun at the English tendency to use multiple cutlery and their meticulousness,

suggesting it often leads to awkward or exaggerated dining scenes.

In what way does Mukharji satire the English attitude towards their
own customs at the dinner table?

He humorously criticizes their self-importance and the way they consider their table manners as

superior, often ridiculing their pompous adherence to tradition.

How does the author use humor to contrast English and Indian dining

customs?

Mukharji humorously contrasts the English formalities with the more relaxed Indian approach,

highlighting the rigidity and pretentiousness of the English manners.

What does Mukharji imply about the English obsession with etiquette
through his portrayal of their table?

He implies that their obsession with etiquette often leads to absurdity and can be more about showing

off than genuine manners, making it a subject of satire.

How does Mukharji's depiction of the English table serve as a critique



of British cultural superiority?

By poking fun at their formal and sometimes ridiculous customs, Mukharji subtly criticizes the British

sense of cultural superiority and their pretentiousness at social gatherings.

Additional Resources

In A Visit To Europe, How Does Author T. N. Mukharji Poke Fun At The English? A. He Portrays

English Table

In the satirical narrative "In A Visit To Europe,” T. N. Mukharji masterfully employs humor and irony to
critique and parody the British colonial mindset, especially through his portrayal of the English table.
This portrayal not only reflects cultural differences but also subtly exposes the pretensions,
idiosyncrasies, and social pretenses of the English during their colonial rule. In this article, we delve
into how Mukharji's vivid and humorous depiction of the English table serves as a satirical tool,

revealing deeper themes of cultural superiority, colonial arrogance, and the universal human foibles.

Understanding the Context of Mukharji’s Satire

The Colonial Setting and Cultural Clash

T. N. Mukharji’s narrative is set against the backdrop of a colonial encounter where an Indian visitor
observes European customs, particularly those of the English. The story is filled with humorous
observations that highlight the cultural chasm between the colonizers and the colonized. Mukhariji’s

tone is playful yet sharply critical, using satire as a lens to scrutinize the English way of life.

The depiction of the English table becomes a focal point because it epitomizes the British sense of



superiority and their obsession with formality and tradition. Mukharji’s observations are not merely
about food or manners but serve as a commentary on the broader social and cultural pretensions of

the English.

Purpose of Satire in the Narrative

Mukharji’s satire aims to:

- Highlight the absurdities inherent in colonial customs.
- Question the supposed superiority of the English cultural practices.
- Show the contrast between superficial politeness and underlying pretension.

- Emphasize the universality of human folly, regardless of cultural background.

By poking fun at the English table, Mukhariji invites readers to reflect on the absurdity of blindly

following customs rooted in tradition rather than reason or genuine civility.

Portrayal of the English Table: A Closer Examination

The Formality and Rituals

Mukhariji vividly describes the English table as a domain of elaborate rituals. Every movement—be it
the way the cutlery is arranged or how the napkin is placed—is imbued with a sense of ceremony that
borders on the ridiculous. The author portrays the table as a stage where tradition is more important

than practicality.

Key features include:

- Multiple utensils for different courses, often with complex rules governing their use.



- The precise placement of each item, often with little regard for comfort or convenience.

- The rigid seating arrangements that emphasize hierarchy and social stratification.

Mukharji’s witty descriptions suggest that these rituals, while seemingly trivial, serve to reinforce social
distinctions and uphold colonial authority, making the English appear both pompous and obsessed with

appearances.

The Irony of “Politeness” and Superficial Manners

One of the most humorous aspects Mukharji highlights is the contrast between the English emphasis
on politeness and the underlying insincerity. The author notes that:

- English manners often seem more performative than genuine.

- The polite expressions are often accompanied by a sense of superiority or condescension.

- The fuss over etiquette sometimes leads to awkward or comical situations, where decorum takes

precedence over comfort or practicality.

For example, Mukharji might describe a scene where guests meticulously follow etiquette rules, but the

entire display becomes a parody of civility, revealing underlying pretensions.

The Food and Its Symbolism

Mukhariji’s depiction of the food served at the English table is rich with humor and irony. He observes:
- The elaborate presentation of simple dishes, transforming them into symbols of ostentation.

- The overuse of condiments and elaborate garnishes that mask the simplicity of the original
ingredients.

- The reluctance to deviate from tradition, often leading to a lack of adaptability or culinary originality.

The author suggests that these culinary rituals symbolize the rigidity of colonial culture—proudly

preserving tradition, yet often disconnected from practicality or local tastes.



The Role of Servants and Hierarchical Structure

Mukharji also comments on the role of servants and the hierarchical nature of the English table. The
meticulous serving procedures and the subservient position of the staff serve to highlight:

- The social stratification inherent in colonial Britain.

- The emphasis on control and order, often at the expense of natural ease or spontaneity.

- The absurdity of such rigid hierarchies when viewed from a neutral or outsider perspective.

His humorous critique underscores how such customs are more about asserting dominance than

facilitating genuine conviviality.

Techniques Used by Mukharji to Poke Fun

Use of Irony and Sarcasm

Mukhariji’s narrative employs irony to underline the disparity between appearance and reality. For
instance, he might describe the meticulous arrangement of cutlery with sarcastic remarks that imply

the whole exercise is unnecessary or exaggerated.

Exaggeration and Hyperbole

He often exaggerates certain customs to comic proportions, such as depicting a guest struggling with
an overly complicated napkin fold or the elaborate process of choosing the right fork. These

exaggerations serve to ridicule the excessive formality.



Humorous Anecdotes and Situational Comedy

Mukharji recounts amusing episodes—like the awkwardness of a guest unfamiliar with the
customs—highlighting the gap between cultural expectations and actual behavior. These anecdotes

make the satire lively and accessible.

Contrast and Juxtaposition

He draws sharp contrasts between the English mannerisms and the more natural, unaffected Indian

customs, emphasizing the pretentiousness of the former and the simplicity of the latter.

Deeper Themes Unveiled Through the Portrayal of the English

Table

The Superiority Complex

Mukhariji’s satirical depiction underscores how the English, during colonial times, viewed their culture
as superior to others. Their elaborate table manners symbolize a broader tendency to condescend and

impose cultural dominance.

The Ridiculousness of Formality

The excessive rituals demonstrate how superficial social distinctions can become absurd when taken
to extremes. Mukharji suggests that true civility does not lie in rigid adherence to tradition but in

genuine kindness and understanding.



The Cultural Critique of Colonialism

By caricaturing the English table, Mukharji indirectly criticizes colonial rule itself—highlighting how

superficial civility often masks arrogance and exploitation.

Universal Human Foibles

While specifically targeting the English, Mukharji’s satire resonates universally, illustrating that human

beings, regardless of culture, are prone to follies, pretensions, and hypocrisies.

Conclusion: Mukharji’s Enduring Satirical Legacy

T. N. Mukharji’s portrayal of the English table in "In A Visit To Europe" exemplifies how humor and
satire can serve as powerful tools for social critique. His vivid descriptions and witty commentary
reveal the absurdities of colonial customs, emphasizing that superficial rituals often mask deeper

issues of arrogance and pretension.

Through his humorous critique, Mukharji invites readers to reflect on the nature of civility, tradition, and
cultural superiority. His satire remains relevant, reminding us that genuine civility stems from humility

and authenticity rather than elaborate rituals and superficial politeness.
In essence, Mukharji’s work encourages a critical perspective on cultural practices, advocating for

sincerity over superficiality—a timeless lesson conveyed with wit and insight through his humorous

depiction of the English table.
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