
In The Story, Mrs. Hall Says:'Tis Going, And It
Strikes Well And Hearty; But The Hour-hand
Wont Do Nuthin
In The Story, Mrs. Hall Says:'Tis Going, And It Strikes Well And Hearty; But The Hour-hand
Wont Do Nuthin is a curious phrase that captures the essence of a narrative rich with symbolism,
humor, and a touch of the surreal. This line, often quoted from a literary work or folk tale,
encapsulates a moment where time seems to stand still despite the outward signs of progress. It
invites us to explore themes of perception versus reality, the nature of time, and the human tendency
to focus on appearances rather than underlying truths. In this article, we will delve into the origins of
this phrase, analyze its thematic significance, and examine how it resonates with broader cultural and
philosophical ideas.

Understanding the Phrase: Origins and Context

The Literal Meaning
The phrase describes a scenario where a clock or a timekeeping device (symbolized by the 'clock' or
'time') appears to function properly—striking well and with hearty sound—yet, the hour-hand, which
indicates the actual passage of time, refuses to move. This creates a paradox: outward signs of
activity, but no real progress.

Possible Literary and Cultural Roots
While the phrase is often associated with folk tales or humorous stories, its roots can be traced to:
- Folk humor and tall tales that poke fun at mechanical failures or human folly.
- Literary references from stories that explore the unreliable nature of perception.
- Historical contexts where clocks and timepieces were symbols of order and progress, and their
malfunction represented stagnation or denial.

Thematic Significance of the Phrase

Appearances versus Reality
One of the most prominent themes is the contrast between outward appearances and internal truth.
Mrs. Hall’s observation highlights how something can seem functional—striking the hours, producing
sound—yet remain fundamentally broken in its core function: measuring or progressing in time.

The Illusion of Progress
This phrase warns against equating activity with real movement forward. It suggests that:
- Just because a clock chimes, it doesn't mean time is truly advancing.



- External signs can be deceptive, masking underlying stagnation.

Human Perception and Denial
The phrase also touches on human tendencies to ignore or deny uncomfortable truths:
- Focusing on the 'sound' or 'appearance' rather than the actual passage of time.
- Using superficial indicators to gauge progress or success.

Symbolism and Literary Analysis

The Clock as a Symbol
Clocks and timepieces are often used in literature and art as symbols of:
- The relentless march of time.
- Human attempts to control or understand time.
- The inevitability of change or stagnation.

In this context, the clock that 'strikes well' but the 'hour-hand wont do nuthin' symbolizes a disconnect
between human perception and reality.

Mrs. Hall’s Character and Perspective
Mrs. Hall, as a narrator or character, embodies a pragmatic or humorous attitude:
- She notices the superficial signs of functioning but is aware of the underlying issue.
- Her commentary reflects a common human skepticism about appearances.

Broader Cultural and Philosophical Implications

Time and Human Experience
This phrase invites reflection on how humans experience and perceive time:
- Our clocks and calendars measure time externally.
- Our internal sense of progress may not align with clock time, leading to feelings of stagnation or
frustration.

Societal Reflection
On a societal level, the phrase can be interpreted as a critique of:
- Societies that appear successful or productive but lack genuine advancement.
- The tendency to focus on superficial markers of achievement.



Modern Relevance and Applications

Technological Metaphors
In today’s digital age, the phrase resonates with situations where:
- Systems appear operational but are fundamentally flawed.
- Metrics or indicators suggest progress, but underlying issues remain unaddressed.

Personal Growth and Self-Perception
On an individual level, it reflects the difference between:
- External accomplishments (like appearances or social status).
- True internal growth or change.

Business and Organizational Contexts
Organizations may:
- Celebrate superficial successes like awards or high sales.
- Overlook deeper issues such as employee morale or innovation stagnation.

Conclusion: The Wisdom Embedded in the Phrase
The saying, "Tis going, and it strikes well and hearty; but the hour-hand wont do nuthin," serves as a
poignant reminder to look beyond surface indicators. It encourages a nuanced understanding of
progress, urging us to consider whether the outward signs truly reflect underlying realities. Whether
in literature, culture, or personal life, recognizing the difference between appearance and truth helps
us navigate complexities with greater insight and humility. As Mrs. Hall’s observation subtly warns us,
sometimes things may seem to be moving forward, but the real measure—the hour-hand—may be
stubbornly still. Awareness of this paradox allows us to seek genuine progress rather than being
fooled by superficial appearances.

---

Meta Description:
Explore the meaning and significance of the phrase "Tis going, and it strikes well and hearty; but the
hour-hand wont do nuthin." Delve into its literary roots, symbolism, and relevance in modern society
in this comprehensive analysis.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Mrs. Hall referring to when she says 'Tis going, and it
strikes well and hearty'?
Mrs. Hall is describing the clock's mechanism, indicating that it is functioning properly and striking the



hours loudly and clearly.

What does Mrs. Hall mean by 'But the hour-hand won't do
nuthin''?
She is expressing that, despite the clock striking correctly, the hour hand is not moving or not
functioning as it should.

Why is Mrs. Hall concerned about the hour-hand not moving?
Because the static hour-hand suggests a malfunction or mechanical issue with the clock, which could
affect its accuracy and reliability.

In what context does Mrs. Hall make this statement, and what
story is it from?
This line is from William Faulkner's story 'A Rose for Emily,' where Mrs. Hall comments on a clock that
is striking but not moving, symbolizing decay and stagnation.

What symbolism might be associated with the clock's failure
to move in the story?
The clock's failure to move symbolizes the theme of aging, stagnation, and the passage of time that is
no longer progressing, reflecting the story's exploration of change and decay.

How does Mrs. Hall's observation contribute to the overall
mood or themes of the story?
Her observation emphasizes the sense of something being out of sync or stuck in the past, reinforcing
themes of decay, resistance to change, and the inevitable passage of time.

Additional Resources
In The Story, Mrs. Hall Says: 'Tis Going, And It Strikes Well And Hearty; But The Hour-hand Wont Do
Nuthin'

---

Introduction: Deciphering the Quirky Phrase

The phrase "Tis Going, And It Strikes Well And Hearty; But The Hour-hand Wont Do Nuthin'" offers a
fascinating glimpse into a narrative that blends poetic charm with mechanical critique. It echoes a
scene—possibly from a Victorian story or a period piece—where the focus is on a clock's performance,
personified through Mrs. Hall's observations.

In this article, we explore this evocative statement through an analytical lens, unpacking its thematic



richness, technical implications, and cultural resonance. Whether you're a horology enthusiast,
literary analyst, or casual reader, this deep dive aims to illuminate the layers of meaning behind this
intriguing phrase.

---

Thematic Breakdown: What Is Being Conveyed?

The Significance of "Tis Going" and "Strikes Well And Hearty"

At first glance, "Tis Going" indicates that the clock—or perhaps the narrative device—is functioning.
This phrase suggests motion, life, and activity. "Strikes well and hearty" further emphasizes that the
clock's chimes are robust, loud, and resonant, giving the impression of a healthy, well-maintained
mechanism that fulfills its purpose reliably.

In a literary context, this might symbolize the vibrancy of a scene or the vigor of a character's actions.
Literally, it points to a clock that is not only operational but also produces a pleasing, sonorous
sound—an essential feature in traditional timepieces where striking mechanisms serve both functional
and aesthetic purposes.

The Contradiction: "But The Hour-hand Wont Do Nuthin"

The second part introduces a paradox: despite the clock striking well, the hour-hand remains inert.
This suggests a disconnect between the clock's auditory signals and its visual indicator of time. The
phrase "wont do nuthin" (a colloquial, informal way of saying "won't do anything") underscores
frustration or negligence, highlighting a malfunction or an intentional omission.

Literally, it points to a mechanical failure or a design flaw where the striking mechanism functions
perfectly, but the hour hand refuses to move. Symbolically, it could imply that appearances or
outward signs of activity are decoupled from the actual passage of time or progress.

---

Technical Exploration: The Mechanics of Clocks and Their Failures

How Do Clocks Strike and Move the Hour-Hand?

In traditional mechanical clocks, the striking mechanism and the movement of the hour hand are
interconnected yet distinct systems.

- Striking Mechanism: Usually powered by a separate train of gears, it is activated at specific
times—often on the hour—to produce chimes or bell sounds. This involves a hammer striking a bell,
synchronized with the clock's internal gearwork.

- Hour-Hand Movement: Driven by a gear train that advances gradually, typically in increments
corresponding to the passage of minutes and hours. Its movement is continuous or stepwise,
depending on the clock's design.

Common Causes of Discrepancy

When the striking mechanism works flawlessly but the hour hand remains stationary, several



mechanical issues could be at play:

1. Gear Slippage or Jam: The gear responsible for moving the hour hand may be jammed, slipped, or
broken.

2. Disconnected Gear Train: The linkage between the gear train and the hour hand might be
disengaged or misaligned.

3. Worn Components: Over time, gears, pivots, or pinions can wear out, preventing movement.

4. Manual Intervention: Sometimes, the hour hand is intentionally fixed or intentionally not moving
during maintenance or due to an error.

5. Design Flaws: In some clocks, the striking mechanism is more robust or easier to repair than the
timekeeping components, leading to such discrepancies.

Diagnosing and Fixing the Issue

To address the problem, a horologist or clock repair specialist would:

- Examine the gear train for obstructions or damage.
- Check the alignment and engagement of the gears.
- Lubricate moving parts to reduce friction.
- Replace worn or broken components.
- Test the movement after repairs to ensure the hour hand resumes proper operation.

---

Cultural and Literary Significance

The Symbolism of Time and Its Malfunction

This phrase encapsulates a poignant metaphor: the outward signs of activity (the clock striking) do
not necessarily equate to progress or passage of time (the stationary hour hand). Such a dichotomy
can symbolize:

- Stagnation Amidst Noise: External activity without internal change.
- False Appearances: The semblance of progress that masks underlying issues.
- The Human Condition: Moments where outward actions are disconnected from inner realities.

Literary Contexts and Inspirations

Historically, clocks and their mechanisms have served as metaphors in literature, representing the
relentless march of time, mortality, or societal progress. The "wont do nuthin" attitude could evoke
themes of neglect, decay, or the failure of systems—be they mechanical or societal.

---

Broader Implications: Lessons from Mechanical Symbology

Reliability and Maintenance



The phrase underscores the importance of comprehensive maintenance. A clock that strikes reliably
but has a frozen hour hand reminds us that superficial functionality can mask deeper issues requiring
attention.

The Interplay of Form and Function

It also highlights how different components of a system may operate independently, and how the
failure of one aspect (the hour hand) can undermine the perceived effectiveness of the whole.

---

Practical Takeaways for Enthusiasts and Collectors

- Regular Inspection: Periodic checks can prevent gear wear and mechanical failure.
- Understanding Mechanisms: Knowledge of clockwork intricacies helps in diagnosing issues.
- Preservation of Antique Clocks: Proper lubrication and gentle handling ensure longevity.
- Recognizing Red Flags: If a clock strikes well but the hands don't move, immediate attention is
warranted before further damage occurs.

---

Final Thoughts: The Richness of the Phrase

The phrase "Tis Going, And It Strikes Well And Hearty; But The Hour-hand Wont Do Nuthin'" is more
than a simple observation; it is a layered metaphor for resilience and failure, outward action and inner
stasis. Whether reflecting on mechanical devices or broader societal themes, it invites us to consider
the importance of holistic functionality and the dangers of superficial appearances.

In a world increasingly obsessed with appearances and quick fixes, this phrase serves as a timeless
reminder: true progress requires harmony between all parts. A clock that chimes beautifully but
refuses to move its hands is a paradox—a lesson in vigilance, repair, and understanding the intricate
dance of mechanisms that keep our world ticking.

---

Conclusion

By examining this evocative phrase through various lenses—technical, literary, cultural—we gain a
richer appreciation for its depth and relevance. Whether as a metaphor for human experience, a
technical observation, or a poetic expression, it challenges us to look beyond surface-level
performance and seek true harmony and functionality.

In the end, the phrase underscores a universal truth: functioning systems—be they clocks or
lives—rely on the seamless operation of all their parts. When one element falters, the entire
mechanism suffers. Recognizing and addressing these faults ensures that the symphony of activity
remains harmonious and meaningful.
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