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In The Story "What Do You Want (really, Really Want) Out Of Your College Education?" By Richard
Gunderman explores a vital question that many students, parents, and educators grapple with: what should
be the true purpose of a college education? Gunderman challenges conventional notions that equate college
success solely with earning a degree or landing a high-paying job. Instead, he advocates for a more reflective,
purpose-driven approach that emphasizes personal growth, intellectual curiosity, and societal contribution.
This compelling narrative invites readers to reconsider their expectations and goals for higher education,
positioning it as a transformative experience that extends beyond mere credentialing into the realm of lifelong
learning and meaningful engagement.

The Purpose of College Education: Beyond the Credential

Rethinking Traditional Goals

For decades, the dominant narrative around college has centered on the idea of securing a stable career. While
economic stability remains important, Gunderman argues that this view neglects the broader, more enriching
purposes of higher education. He suggests that college should serve as a foundation for developing critical
thinking, ethical reasoning, and a sense of purpose—traits that empower individuals not just to succeed
professionally but to lead meaningful lives.

The Risks of a Narrow Focus

Focusing solely on job prospects can lead students to overlook the value of curiosity and personal
development. Gunderman warns that this narrow perspective may result in students feeling unfulfilled,
disconnected from their studies, or unprepared for the complexities of life beyond college. Such an approach
might also diminish the intrinsic joy of learning and diminish the potential for students to become engaged citizens
and compassionate individuals.

Key Questions Students Should Ask Themselves

What Are My Personal Passions and Interests?

Gunderman emphasizes the importance of self-reflection. Students should identify what genuinely excites them,
whether that’s literature, science, social justice, art, or other fields. By aligning their studies with their
passions, students are more likely to stay motivated and derive personal satisfaction from their education.

How Can I Contribute to Society?

A meaningful college experience involves considering how one can make a positive impact. Gunderman urges
students to think beyond personal gain and explore ways to serve their communities or address societal
challenges through their education and future careers.

What Kind of Person Do I Want to Become?

College is a time of personal growth. Students should consider the qualities they wish to cultivate, such as
resilience, empathy, integrity, and curiosity. These traits often surpass technical skills in shaping a fulfilling
life.

The Role of Educators and Institutions

Fostering a Culture of Reflection

Gunderman advocates for colleges to create environments that encourage deep reflection and dialogue about



purpose and values. This can be achieved through seminars, mentorship programs, and integrative curricula that
emphasize ethical considerations and societal relevance.

Encouraging Interdisciplinary Learning

A narrow focus on specialization can limit students’ perspectives. Interdisciplinary programs expose students
to diverse fields, fostering creativity and adaptability—traits essential for navigating an ever-changing
world.

Supporting Personal Development

Institutions should prioritize holistic education that includes emotional intelligence, communication skills, and
civic responsibility. Such skills are crucial for personal fulfillment and societal contribution.

Practical Steps for Students to Maximize Their College Experience

Engage Actively in Class and Campus Life

Participation in discussions, clubs, and service projects enriches the college experience and helps students
discover new interests and networks.

Seek Mentors and Role Models

Building relationships with professors and professionals can provide guidance, inspiration, and opportunities
for growth.

Pursue Internships and Experiential Learning

Real-world experiences complement academic learning and help students understand how their passions
translate into meaningful work.

Practice Self-Reflection Regularly

Journaling, meditation, or conversations with peers and mentors can help students stay aligned with their
evolving goals and values.

The Long-Term Benefits of a Purposeful College Education

Personal Fulfillment

Students who pursue education with a sense of purpose often report higher levels of happiness, resilience, and
life satisfaction.

Societal Impact

Graduates motivated by a desire to serve are more likely to engage in community service, social innovation, and
ethical leadership.

Adaptability and Lifelong Learning

A focus on curiosity and critical thinking prepares students to adapt to changing job markets and continue
learning throughout their lives.

Conclusion: Redefining Success in Higher Education

Gunderman’s essay ultimately calls for a reimagining of what success looks like in college. Instead of
measuring achievement solely through grades or income, he advocates for a holistic view that values personal
growth, societal contribution, and lifelong curiosity. Students are encouraged to ask themselves profound
questions about their motivations and aspirations, shaping a college journey that is authentic, meaningful, and



transformative. Educational institutions, in turn, play a crucial role in fostering environments where such
reflection and growth can flourish. By aligning individual purpose with educational goals, we can cultivate a
generation of learners who are not only skilled but also compassionate, ethical, and engaged citizens
committed to making a positive difference in the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main argument Richard Gunderman makes about the purpose of a
college education?

Gunderman argues that college education should go beyond just job preparation and focus on fostering
critical thinking, personal growth, and a deeper understanding of life's broader purpose.

How does Gunderman suggest students should approach their college
experience to maximize its value?

He recommends students actively seek meaningful learning opportunities, engage in self-reflection, and pursue
passions that contribute to their personal development and societal contribution.

What does Gunderman say about the relationship between personal
fulfillment and societal benefit in education?

He emphasizes that a fulfilling education not only enriches the individual but also equips them to make positive
impacts on society, highlighting the interconnectedness of personal and societal growth.

According to Gunderman, what are common misconceptions students have
about the goals of college education?

Many students believe college is solely about securing a high-paying job or accumulating credentials, whereas
Gunderman advocates for a deeper understanding of education as a means of developing character and
intellectual curiosity.

How can students align their college pursuits with their true desires and
values, based on Gunderman's insights?

Students should reflect on what truly matters to them, pursue academic and extracurricular activities that
resonate with their passions, and remain open to evolving their goals throughout their college journey.

Additional Resources
College Education — a phrase that evokes a spectrum of emotions, aspirations, and debates. In Richard
Gunderman’s compelling essay, “What Do You Want (really, Really Want) Out Of Your College
Education?”, he challenges students, parents, educators, and policymakers to reflect deeply on the true
purpose and value of higher education. This review delves into the core messages of Gunderman’s piece, exploring
its insights, arguments, and practical implications, offering a comprehensive understanding of what a meaningful
college experience entails.

---



Understanding the Central Thesis

At its core, Gunderman’s essay interrogates the often superficial or narrow perceptions surrounding college
education. He emphasizes that college should not merely be viewed as a stepping stone to employment or a
credential for social status. Instead, he advocates for a more profound, purpose-driven approach that aligns
personal growth, civic engagement, intellectual curiosity, and moral development.

Key Takeaway:
The primary question students should ask themselves is not just “What job will this degree get me?” but rather
“What kind of person do I want to become?” and “How can my education serve the broader community?”

---

The Purpose of College: Beyond Vocational Training

Gunderman challenges the reductionist view that college exists solely to prepare students for the job market.
While career readiness is undeniably important, he argues that equating college solely with job preparation
diminishes its broader societal and personal significance.

He advocates for a multi-dimensional understanding of education, including:

- Intellectual Development: Cultivating critical thinking, creativity, and a lifelong love of learning.
- Moral and Ethical Formation: Developing a sense of responsibility, integrity, and empathy.
- Civic Engagement: Preparing students to contribute meaningfully to society.
- Personal Growth: Exploring identity, passions, and purpose.

Implication:
A well-rounded education equips students not just for a career, but for responsible citizenship and meaningful
life experiences.

---

Reflecting on Personal Intentions and Expectations

One of Gunderman’s most compelling arguments is that students often enter college with vague or misguided
expectations. Some see it merely as a means to achieve financial stability, while others view it as a rite of
passage or a social status symbol.

He urges students to ask themselves:

- What are my genuine passions and interests?
- What kind of person do I aspire to become?
- How can my education support my values and life goals?

Practical advice:
Students should actively set personal goals that transcend grades and diplomas, focusing on skills,
relationships, and moral growth.

---



The Role of Educators and Institutions

Gunderman emphasizes that colleges and universities bear a responsibility to foster environments conducive to
meaningful learning. This involves:

- Encouraging Critical Inquiry: Moving beyond rote memorization to promote questioning and exploration.
- Creating Supportive Communities: Facilitating dialogues across diverse backgrounds and perspectives.
- Promoting Ethical Reflection: Integrating discussions on morality, justice, and societal responsibilities into
curricula.
- Providing Experiential Learning: Opportunities like service projects, internships, and research that connect
theory with practice.

Institutional challenges:
Many institutions prioritize rankings and profitability over depth of learning, which Gunderman critiques. He
advocates for a shift toward educational models that prioritize student development over metrics alone.

---

Balancing Practical Skills and Liberal Education

A recurring theme in the essay is the tension between vocational training and liberal arts education. Gunderman
champions the idea that both are essential and mutually reinforcing.

He suggests:

- Liberal Arts: Cultivate critical thinking, cultural awareness, and ethical reasoning.
- Practical Skills: Ensure students gain competencies relevant to their chosen fields.

Combined Approach:
Students should seek programs that integrate hands-on experiences with broad, conceptual learning, preparing
them for adaptability and innovation in an ever-changing job landscape.

---

Addressing the Economic Realities

Gunderman does not dismiss the economic pressures students face. He acknowledges that college is a significant
financial investment and that debt can be a burden.

However, he cautions against:

- Viewing education solely as a commodity.
- Pursuing degrees with low intrinsic value solely for high-paying jobs.

He advocates for:
Students to consider the long-term benefits of education—personal fulfillment, societal contribution, and the
development of a resilient, adaptable mindset—rather than just immediate financial gains.

---



The Moral and Ethical Dimensions

A vital aspect of Gunderman’s message is that college should nurture moral virtues. Education is not just
cognitive but also moral, fostering empathy, integrity, and social responsibility.

He highlights that:
The classroom should be a space where students confront complex moral dilemmas, engage with diverse
perspectives, and develop a sense of justice.

Practical implications include:

- Incorporating ethics into coursework.
- Encouraging community engagement.
- Promoting service learning.

Outcome:
Graduates equipped not only with knowledge but also with a moral compass capable of guiding responsible
action.

---

Challenges Facing Modern Higher Education

Gunderman critically examines systemic issues such as:

- Commercialization of Education: Universities often prioritize profit, rankings, and marketability over depth of
learning.
- Accessibility and Inequality: Socioeconomic disparities limit opportunities for many talented students.
- Standardization and Testing: Overemphasis on metrics can stifle creativity and critical thinking.
- Student Debt Crisis: Financial burdens can overshadow the transformative potential of college.

He calls for reforms that re-center education on human development rather than purely economic metrics.

---

Recommendations for Students: Making the Most of College

Gunderman provides actionable advice for students seeking meaningful college experiences:

1. Clarify Your Values and Goals: Understand what truly matters to you beyond grades.
2. Engage Actively: Participate in discussions, clubs, and community service.
3. Seek Mentors: Build relationships with faculty and advisors who can guide moral and intellectual growth.
4. Pursue Experiential Learning: Internships, research, study abroad programs, and service projects.
5. Reflect Regularly: Assess personal development and adjust your goals accordingly.
6. Balance Breadth and Depth: Explore diverse disciplines while delving deeply into your passions.

---

Final Reflection: The Ultimate Question

Gunderman concludes by urging students to ask themselves a profound question:



“What do I want my college education to do for me — and for others?”

He advocates for a shift from viewing college as a transactional experience to seeing it as a transformative
journey. Education, in his view, should cultivate not only employable skills but also moral maturity, civic
responsibility, and a lifelong love of learning.

---

Conclusion: A Call to Reimagine Higher Education

Richard Gunderman’s essay is a clarion call for a re-evaluation of our assumptions about college. It
challenges students to look beyond the superficial metrics of success and to consider the deeper purposes of
education. By emphasizing personal growth, ethical development, civic engagement, and intellectual curiosity,
Gunderman envisions a model of higher education that truly prepares individuals not just for jobs, but for
meaningful lives and responsible citizenship.

For educators and policymakers, his insights serve as a reminder to foster environments that prioritize human
development over mere metrics. For students, it’s an invitation to approach their college years with
intentionality, reflection, and purpose.

Ultimately, the question Gunderman poses is timeless:
“What do you want out of your college education?” Answering it thoughtfully can transform the college
experience from a mere checkpoint into a lifelong foundation for growth, contribution, and fulfillment.

In The Story What Do You Want Really Really Want Out Of
Your College Education By Richard Gunderman

In The Story What Do You Want Really Really Want Out Of Your College Education By Richard
Gunderman

Related Articles
Read The Excerpt From Take The Tortillas Out Of Your Poetry.For Me, Reading Has Always
Been A Path Toward
QUESTION 10Dennett Is A Philosopher Of Mind Who Developed The Idea Of Thea.intentional
Stance.b.inclusive
Since Launching Their First Flagship Store In Accra In 2007, Shoprite Have Opened Another 4
Stores Across

Back to Home

https://sip.evo9x.com/ma38/in-the-story-what-do-you-want-really-really-want-out-of-your-college-education-by-richard-gunderman.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma38/in-the-story-what-do-you-want-really-really-want-out-of-your-college-education-by-richard-gunderman.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma38/read-the-excerpt-from-take-the-tortillas-out-of-your-poetry-for-me-reading-has-always-been-a-path-toward.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma38/read-the-excerpt-from-take-the-tortillas-out-of-your-poetry-for-me-reading-has-always-been-a-path-toward.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma38/question-10dennett-is-a-philosopher-of-mind-who-developed-the-idea-of-thea-intentional-stance-b-inclusive.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma38/question-10dennett-is-a-philosopher-of-mind-who-developed-the-idea-of-thea-intentional-stance-b-inclusive.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma38/since-launching-their-first-flagship-store-in-accra-in-2007-shoprite-have-opened-another-4-stores-across.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma38/since-launching-their-first-flagship-store-in-accra-in-2007-shoprite-have-opened-another-4-stores-across.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com

