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In What Ways Were The Teaching Methods Of Thomas Eakins At The First American Art Academy In
The 1870s80s is a compelling question that delves into the innovative educational practices of one of
America's most influential realist artists. Thomas Eakins, renowned for his dedication to artistic truth and
scientific approach to art, revolutionized art education during his tenure at the Philadelphia Academy of
Fine Arts (later known as the Philadelphia School of Design for Women and other institutions). His
teaching methods, which emphasized rigorous observation, anatomical accuracy, and a commitment to life
studies, marked a significant departure from traditional art pedagogy of the time. This article explores the
various ways Eakins' teaching methods shaped American art education in the late 19th and early 20th

centuries, highlighting his innovative techniques, philosophical foundations, and lasting influence.

The Context of Art Education in America During the 1870s-80s

Before examining Eakins' teaching methods, it's essential to understand the environment of American art
education during this period. The 19th century witnessed a shift from European-centered academic

traditions to a more American-focused approach to art training.

Traditional European Academic Methods

- Emphasis on classical training rooted in European academies like the Ecole des Beaux-Arts.
- Focus on historical and mythological subjects.
- Use of drawing from casts and idealized models.

- Hierarchical approach to art skills, with drawing considered fundamental.



